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Historiclst, AP & T
 settle on Srisailam

Samdani.MN@timesgroup.com

Amaravati: Ending a pro-
tracted tussle, AP and Te-
langana have come to an ag-
reementonsharingof water
and power from Srisailam
project. AP and T have agre-
ed toshare power from hydel
stations on 50:50 basis and
water on 66:34 basis.
However, they differed
on quota from Nagarjunasa-
gar project. The Reservoir
Management Committee
(RMC) has now referred it to
the Central Water Commis-
sion (CWC). This is the first
time that the two states have
agreed on water and power
sharingfrom Srisailam dam
after bifurcation in 2014. Te-

LONG TUSSLE

» Power from Srisailam to
be shared 50:50, while
water on 66:34 basis
between AP& T

» T agrees to maintain
Srisailam minimum water
level at 854 ft

» Nagarjunasagar quota
issue referred to CWC

langana had been insisting
on 50:50 share of Krishna
water Consensus was rea-
ched at the final meeting of
RMC chaired by Ravi Kumar
Pillai on Saturday.

pContinued on P5
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Telangana & AP agree to share power
from Srisailam project on 50:50 basis

»From P1

lugu states have resolved
the long-pending contro-
versy over sharing of power
from the thermal stations on
Srisailam on equal basis
(50:50) after fulfilling irriga-
tionand drinking water needs
in APand Telangana.
Telangana also agreed to
the demand of Andhra Pra-
desh to maintain minimum
water level at Srisailam pro-
ject at 854 ft. Telangana had
consistently been rejecting
AP’s demand on the issue, ci-
ting that Srisailam project
wasconstructed chiefly for ge-
neration of power and there
wasnoneed tomaintain mini-
mum level to meet irrigation
anddrinking water needs,

l illai said that the two Te-

AP, TELANGANA COME TO TERMS

» AP, Telangana agreed to

design) readied by RMC

draft rule curve (water sharing

» Both states agreed to
go for power generation
only after meeting irriga-
tion and drinking water
needs

» Both states agreed to
consider water flown out
of reservoir after reaching
full reservoir level as
surplus water

After long persuasion and
discussions by the RMC and
the KRMB, Telangana repor-
tedly agreed to maintain the
reservoir level at 854 ft. This
willhelp AP tosupply water to
Rayalaseema through gravity.

The projects in Rayalasee-
ma including Pothireddypa-

du lift irrigation scheme will
get water from Srisailam
when the water level is cons-
tantly above 854 ft. AP has be-
en struggling to take its quota
of water for the past few years
since Telangana is continuo-
usly going for generation of
power resulting in dip in wa-

terlevel.

“AP and Telangana have
agreed to the draft rule curve
(water sharing design) readi-
ed by the RMC. They have ag-
reed to go for power genera-
tion only after meeting the ir-
rigation and drinking water
needs,” said RMC chief Ravi
Kumar Pillai.

They have also agreed to
consider the water flown out
of the reservoir after rea-
ching the full reservoir level
(FRL)as surplus water.

AP engineer-inchief C
Naravana Reddy said they ha-
ve no objection in measuring
the flows from Prakasam bar-
rage by setting up telemetry
devices, He, however, said
such surplus flows into sea
should not be accounted for in
AP’squota.
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Release more
water from

Mullaperiyar,
State tells T.N.

The Hindu Bureau
IDUKKI

The water level in Mullape-
riyar dam touched 140.20
ft at 5 p.m on Sunday.

The Trrigation depart-
ment urged Tamil Nadu to
release more water from
the dam. The average in-
flow of the dam was 1,533
cusecs, and Tamil Nadu
drew water at 511 cusecs on
Sunday. Tamil Nadu issued
the first warning with the
water level reaching
140.00ft on Saturday.
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Bhagiratha helps reduce
Asifabad diarrhoea cases

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 4

Data with health depar-
tment indicate that Missi-
on Bhagiratha has suec-
ceeded in reducing the
number of acute diar-
rhoeal disease cases in the
remote and interior areas
across the state. This has
also ensured that tribals
and adivasis in Komaram
Bheem Asifabad district
get safe drinking water.
Interestingly, Niti Aayog
has declared Komaram

Bheem Asifabad an aspi-
rational district.

Outbreaks of water-bor-
ne illnesses were common
before 2021, including typ-
hoid cases, acute diarrho-
eal disease and damage to
the Kkidney due to
consuming drinking
water that was contami-
nated with disease-caus-
ing microbes,

Things began to change
as more areas began to get
drinking from the govern-
ment’s Mission Bhagira-
tha scheme,

HEALTHY DAYS

Data show a decrease in
number of acute
diarrhoeal disease after
Mission Bhagiratha.

DISTRICT KB ASIFABAD
2015 — 8,071
2016 — 8,279
2017 — 8,315
2018 — 7,923
2019 — 7,821
2020 — 7,931
2021 — 4,116
2022 - 1,127
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Indiamustfocus
onwastewater
management

VIPASYANA REDDY

5 per the United Na-
tions Development Pro-
amme (UNDF), the

Covid-19 pandemic has wiped
out six vears of progress on
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) globally.

Speaking of SDG 6, “ensure
availability and sustainable
management of waterand san-
itation for all,” it’s quite aston-
ishing to see that, in this world
of technology and progress,
hillions of people worldwide
dio not have access to clean wa-
ter. Despite government and
relief oreanisations’ effores w
support people living in wa-
ter-stressed areas, the imue i
expected to be further aggra-
vated due to global warming
and population growth,

It is imperative to recognise
that SDG 6 is not only about
drinking water, sanitation, and
hygiene but also the quality
and sustainability of water re-
sources, which are vital to the
survival of humanity and our
planet. The United MNations
2030 Agenda recognises the
central importance of water
for sustainable development
and the mportant role that
improved drinking waber, san-
itation, and hygiene play in ar-
eas such as health, education,
and poverty reduction. Faecal
Sludge Management (FSM)
is key at this point, as there is
a strong passibility for human
waste to contaminate drinking
water resources and increase
epidemics.

Today, we witness nations
working hard to achieve their
SDGs, and the way forward is
the Digital Public Good Infra-
structure (DP1). Digital Public
Goods (DPGs), if built and im-
plemented suitably, can create
scalable, sustainable, and gen-
erational leaps in social devel-
opment. We have seen the use
of DPGsto combat the Covid-19
pandemichby building plaforms
that support verifiable creden-
tials, providing tamper-proof
certification, dismantling bar-
riers to travel and trade, and
creating common standards
and principlestoenable secure
payments and data exchanges,
Therefore, using DPI toachieve
SDG G s theway togo.

According to a 2019 NITI
Aayog report, India ranks 120
out of 122 countries in the wa-
ter quality index, with approx-
mately 7 0% of water being con-
taminated. Several reasons for
India being one of the most wa-
ter-stressed countries include
overpopulation, pollution, and

u i

resultofthesefactors, wastewa-
ter management has become a
major concern. Through the
pandemie, India has demon-
strated strong technological
advancement, and it is widely
accepred that the use of digital
interventonsand open-source
digital public goods will solve
faecal sludge management
problems, resulting in zeroun-
treated waste.

The uze of open-source Dig-
ital Public Goods to achieve
SDG-Ginsanitation inIndia isof
wmostimportance, In orderoe
improve the lives ol citizens, itis
necessary to work with an eco-
system of stakeholders, suchas
governments, administrators,
businesses, academia, research
institutions, and civil society or-
ganisations, Such collaborative
efforts can ensure the DPGs
drive positive outcomes and
play a pivotal role in building a
resilient society.

Several FSM digitisation in-
itlatives undertaken by Indian
urban local bodies (ULBs) us-
ing PG in recent yvears have
resulted in the recycling and
reuse of wastewater gradually
gaining traction. The use of
treated wastewater has, infact,
been encouraged for non-pota-
ble purposes such as industrial
use, car washing, gardening,
construction, and maore,

At the core of all systemic
challenges, there are a few
problems that hinder a svs-
temic change, limit someone
from bringing about a change,
orcause thesystem tocollapse,
Transformations based on
Digital Public Goods serve to
enhance e-governance and are
thelightat theendof theumnel,
especially insanitation,

In Odisha, the Digital Infra-
structure for Sustainable and
Healthy Habirats (DISHHA),
an open digital platform, aims
to strengthen operational
efficiency and performance
monmitoring of laecal sludge
management, improve capac-
ity planning and usage of phys-
ical infrastructure, enable easy
compliance, and advance equi-
ty and access for marginalised
COmMmunities.

The UN target of improving
water quality by 2030 by re-
ducing pollution, eliminating
dumping, and minimising the
releaseofhazardous chermicals
and materials, canbe propelled
by catalysing open digital eco-
svstems to unlock immense
value, DPGs are the way of the
future, and the same is true of
SDG GinIndia.

(The writer s programme
INARager - Saniiation mission,
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