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Shah reviews situation,
says avoid blame game

Times News NETwoRk

New Delhi: Union home mini-
ster Amit Shah on Thursday
chaired a review meeting on
the Joshimath land subsidence
crisis with four othersenior ca-
binet ministers and took stock
of the current status as well as
progress on the decisions ta-
ken at the January 8 review of
the situation by the Prime Mi-
nister's Office.

Sources said Shah has as-
ked all the ministries and de-
partments to work together
and avoid blaming anyone or
any agency considering the
sensitivity of the issue. They
added that the home minister
had called the meeting of road
transport minister Nitin Gad-
kari, Jal Shakti minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat, envi-
ronment minister Bhupendra
Yadav and power minister R K
Singh following thge PM’s di-
rection to discuss the matter
among themselves.

TOI has learnt that the mi-
nisters were briefed about the
relief and rescue operations
beingcarried out in the holy ci-
ty. They discussed future stra-

tegies as well. “The main objec-
tive was to ensure that every
agency works in close coordi-
nation to deal with the current
situation and what more we
can do to bring relief to people
of the affected areas,” a go-
vernment functionary said.
Post the review by the PMO,
centre deputed secretary, bor-
der management in the home
ministry and NDMA members
to assess the situation. They
had taken experts from Natio-
nal Disaster Management Aut-
hority, National Institute of
Disaster Management, Geolo-
gical Survey of India, IIT Roor-
kee, National Institute of Hyd-
rology and Central Building
Research Institute to study and
give recommendations on how
to respond to the situation ari-
sing out of land subsidence.
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Rejuvenating rivers
needs political will

he world'’s oldest cities thrived along the banks
Tof great rivers because the water sustained life

and spurred the economy. Delhi is no different,
with the Yamuna providing environmental, social
and cultural services to its citizens. This centuries-
old relationship between the river and the citizens is
today enfeebled because mounds of garbage have
robbed the Yamuna of its riverine qualities and
turned it into a drain along large stretches in Delhi.
According to the Delhi Pollution Control Commi-
ttee’s latest report on the clean up of the river, one-
fourth of the city’s sewage (171 million gallons per
day or MGD) flows untreated into the river within
the borders of the National Capital in December.

In the last 27 years, three Yamuna Action Plans
have been implemented, and 5,000 crore has been
spent, yet the 22-km stretch of Yamuna that passes
through Delhi remains fetid. Reports suggest that
the river turns virtually dead (incapable of housing
any flora or fauna in its bed due to poisonous
pollutants) as soon as it enters Delhi from Haryana's
Palla. This is true not just of the Yamuna, but of most
rivers in India that are turning decrepit due to
effluents, unchecked urbanisation and a lack of
political will. Though governments have focused on
setting up sewage treatment plants (STPs), this init-
iative appears to have only a limited impact. Instead,
it has led to a recurring political blame game.

As the Yamuna shows, nursing rivers back to
health will need a strategy that goes beyond STPs.
The lack of accountability among different agencies
that control our cities needs to be fixed. In the case of
Yamuna, for example, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Delhi must come together to address the issue of
disappearing flows, and push political, social and
municipal action to improve its water quality.
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2 unsafe hotels
set to berazedin
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he process of demolish-
Ting two “unsafe” hotels
in Uttarakhand’s Joshi-
mathbegan on Thursday eve-
ning, while Union minister
Nitin Gadkari said it is “too
early” to hold construction
of road and power projects
responsible for the crisis.
Gadkari’s statement came
as he attended a meeting
called by Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah in Delhi to

take stock of the situation in-

the Himalayan town.
Joshimath, the gateway to
pilgrimage sites like Badri-
nath and Hemkund Sahib
and skiing destination Auli,
is facing a major challenge

s
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due to land subsidence.

Hotels Malari Inn and
Mount View had developed
cracks and were precarious-
lyleaning towards eachother
posing a threat to the settle-
ments around them, officials
said.

The exercise has begunun-
der the technical supervision
of Roorkee-based Central
Building Research Institute
with Hotel Malari Inn, Disas-
ter Secretary Ranjit Sinha
told reporters.

- The demolition of the ho-
tels was scheduled on Tues-
day and all preparations had

‘been done. However, the pro-

cess could not start as their
owners staged adharna over
proper compensation.

~Joshimath, Page 5
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2 unsafe hotels
- settoberazed
in Joshimath

‘Joshimath, from Page 1

“First, the iron sheets shad-
ing the hotel's roof will be
removed. JCBs will also be
used wherever needed. But
everything will be done un-
der the technical supervi-
sion of CBRI,” an official en-
gagedin the operation said.

“It will be dismantled in
suchamanner thatno harm
is caused to the structures
nearby,”hesaid, adding that

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said a commit-
tee would decide the market
rate for compensation to be
paid to the families affect-
ed in Joshimath keeping in
mind the interests of stake-
holders.

Amidtheinid :
dy, Shah held at meeting on
the situation in Joshimath.

Four other Union_min-
isters - Nitin Gadkari (road
transport), R K Singh
(power), Bhupendra Yadav
(environmental and forest)
and Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat (jal shakti) - attended
the meeting along with top
officials. :

Nitin Gadkari, who holds
the Union Road Transport
and Highways potfolio, said
holding construction of
roadsand power projectsre-
sponsible for the Joshimath
crisisis very premature.

“It is too early to blame
road constructions and pow-
er projects for the crisis. We
should wait for reports by
experts after they complete
investigation,” Gadkari said
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EXPERT TEAM'S FIELD ASSESSMENT REPORT ‘This is being manifested as sinking, subsidence’

Joshimath Panel Points to ‘Water
from Unknown Source’ for Cracks

Water samples from
NTPC's Tapovan power
plant, its tunnel taken
to check for linkage

Anubhutl. Vishnol
Etimesgroup.com

New Delhd: The expert pamed's field
assessment report on Joshimath has
ol ntedd ot that sediment-laden water,
pushing oul af an wnksows ander
grourd souree, might have caused ar
clateshaped crosion amd cracks as
deepas | meter in several areas

Warber sampliss From the NTPC Tagxe
wvan-Yishnugad hedropower  project
siteand the tunmel itz hive been sent
tothie Mational Institute of Hydrology
tongzees for any possihle linksge.

ET has bearnt that experts are try-
ing “bo upiderstand. . role of tanned”
intherecont damages. The lydel pro-
ety tunne] Bas been swrveyed by
the tegm, wWhich held discugsions
with the NTPC technieal team on thae
progressal annel construction,

“It seems some underground water
souaree burst by removing substamtial
earth material. This probably creat:
edsomea umderground void. . which is
being manifested as sinking and sub-
sidence in different spots above and
below JFF Cobory This has cansed
many large cracks, some more than 1
e deep,” the repsr] has said.

Theeir report shivws Gamspe is “most:
I confined inan arcusate shape, start-
ing froim Sunil, the right limb goes
through Ravigram and AT Nada, while
the left limb goes
through  Mamchar
Ragh, Singhdhar. Mar-
ward and JP Colony™.

Following ~ major
cracks in  several
budldings, the lmpact
of the umder-consirac:
than hydel priogect and
the Char Dhamn Pard
yajana on the coology
and stability of Jashi
magh and its vicinity
T eomie under serious seruting

A seven-mwmber panael was sot up
by the Uttarakhand government to
conduct afield survey in Joshimath.

The panel, with experts from 0T
Hoorkee, Geologieal Survey of Iralia,
Batbonal Institule of Hydrology and
e Wl ks Instinve of Himalayan Ge
clogy conduced the survey between
January § and & and has submittsd 2
draft repart. A key abservation ison
fhe “major turbid waster fow™ from JP
Calony to Marwari bricge, which ag:
grivated on January 2 This eoincides
withcracks in several houses,

“This waber flaw is seem to be of ap-
proximately 400 Ipm and §s laden
with sediment content glving a mud-
dy appearante. This was said (o be
ageravabed on e nkght of Janoary
2, 3023 The gushing ol U waler Now
and the appearance of aggravaded
crackscoincide,” e report hassaid.

St content in water samples is being
tussieszersl, Daes ke this warler o, there
s "uneven settlement of the proand”
cansing failwre of retaining walls.
Foundationsof the baildings havealso
Ealbed in several cases The water
souree was ved to be ascertained, the
ppearid |5 larni lohave sald.

The survey ays that in Ravigram,
Ganidhinggar NTIC Coloiy AT Miala
and ather areas, there are "no substan.
Bl e agpmwvabed ercks”. The
cracks were abserad last August oo,

Reaffirming the proevious e
ports, the panel zaid that “Joshi-
math is lncated overathick coveraf
loose material and is witnessing
gradual inking for a long time™,
The loose material is observed al-
meoal in “all regions o the town™.

Paned was 364
up by Uichand
Eovarrimsent
toconduct a
Tield survey in
Joshimath

Expert Panel's
Prescription

| HOME FROMNT |

Demolition of houses with
AXIFUM damage, remoy-
al of debris and relocation

Damage

buildings and possible
retrofitting of af-
fected foundations

| SOIL CHECK |

Detalled geotechnical and
Eeophiysical investiga-
thon to determine 'shear
strength characteristics
and bearing capacity of
s0il' and to understand the
sub-strata of the region

Monitoring of slope move-
meat on real-time and near
real-time basis

Hydrologlcal investiga-
tion for mapping drainage,
springs, local water table,
source identification and

sub-surface Mow

EXPERT TAKE ON LINKAGE
‘Damage most-
ly confinedin
arcuateshape,

starting from Sunil, right

limbgoes via Ravigram &

AT Nala... Left limb goes

via Manohar Bagh,

Singhdhar, Marwari & JP

Colony... Gushing of water

and appearance of agera-

vated cracks coincide’
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Clean Ganga report:
26% of STPs in UP

not complying with
ministry’s standards

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 12

OF THE 111 operational sewage
treatment plants in Uttar Pradesh,
29 are not complyingwith theef-
fluent discharge standards fixed
by the Union Environment
Ministry, shows areport available
with the National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG), the apex
body that implements the gov-
ernment’s ambitious Namami
Gange project.

The monthly progress report
for Uttar Pradesh for September-
October2022 shows thatthese 29
non-complying STPs accounted
forabout 15 percent(532.18 MLD)
of the total sewage treatment ca-
pacity (3,663.4 MLD) in the state
and were located along the main
stern of the Ganga and its tributar-
ies. Thisissignificantin view of the
gapinsewage treatment capacity
in the state. As per the report,
there are 1195TPs in Uttar Pradesh
with a sewage treatment capac-
ity of 3,663.4 million litre per day
(MLD) against the estimated
sewage generation of 5,500 MLD
—leaving a sewage treatment ca-
pacity gap of 1,836.6 MLD. Of the
119 STPs, 111 are operational,
shows the report. This affects the
gap further.

To add toit, 29 STPs are not
workingup to the standards noti-
fied by the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, further widening the

sewvage treatment capacity gap in
the state, showsan analysis of the
report.

Of the 29 non-complying
STPs, seven are under Uttar
Pradesh Jal Nigam (Rural), 22 un-
der UDD (Urban Development
Department of the state) and
other agencies, shows the report
shared by the government of
Uttar Pradesh to the NMCG on
November 21,2022,

The seven non-complying
STPs of UPJN-Rural account for a
combined sewage treatment ca-
pacity of 188.5 MLD and are lo-
cated along the main stem of
Gangaand its tributariesin differ-
ent districts, including Kanpur,
Hapur, Mathuraand Bulandshahr.
The remaining 22 non-complying
STPs under UDD/others account
for 343.68 MLD and are located
across Firozabad, Chitrakoot,
Varanasi, Lucknow, Ghaziabad,
Meerut, Mathura and Greater
Noida.

The non-compliance of the 29
STPsinUttar Pradeshis significant
in view of Centre's focus on the
State. Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat himself has
traveled several times to U.E The
first meeting of the National
Ganga Council was chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
December 2019 at Kanpur.
Besides, of the 177 STPs sanc-
tioned under the Namami Gange
scheme till date, a maximum of
59 projects have been sanctioned
forUP.
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