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{ IN TIBET } ON GANGA TRIBUTARY

China building dam

close to

Rezaul H Laskar

letters @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: China is building a
new damin Tibet on atributary of
the Ganga, close to the tri-junction
of its borders with India and
Nepal, that could be used to con-
trol the flow of water downstream,
new satellite imagery has revealed.

The development comes in the
wake of China unveiling plans to
build a “super” dam close to the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
Tibet on the lower reaches of the
Yarlung Zangboriver, which flows
into Arunachal Pradesh as the
Siang and then to Assam as the
Brahmaputra. It also comes at a
time when satellite imagery has
shown that China has substan-
tially ramped up creation of mili-
tary and dual use infrastructure
and villages in the eastern and
western sectarsof the LAC

Satellite images tweeted on
Thursday by Damien Symon, a
geospatial intelligence researcher
at the Intel Lab, showed earth
development and dam construc-
tion activity done by the Chinese
side on Mabja Zangbo river in
Burang county of Tibet since May
2021. The images depict the
obstruction of theriver's path, the
formation of a reservoir, and an
embankment-type dam.

The Mabja Zangbo river flows
into the Ghaghara or Kamnali
river in Nepal before eventually
joining the Ganga in India.

The dam is located justa few
kilometres north of the tri-junc-
tion of China's border with India
and Nepal, Symon said.

According to the latest satellite
images, the dam appears to be
350 metres to 400 metres long,
Symon said. “The structure is cur-
rently in development, so the pur-
pose is unknown,” he said. “It
appears to be an embankment
dam,” he added. “An airport is
el : . being constructed nearby as
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Underdeveloped river basin

Earth development
activity seen in May ‘21

Embankment
type dam visible

(From top) A satellite image before May 2021 shows no
construction activity near the Mabja Zangbo river; but around
May 2021, earth development activity can beseen near theriver
in Burangcounty of Tibet; latest images depict the obstruction
of the river's path, the formation of a reservoir,andan

embankment-type dam.

similar concerns related to the
Brahmaputra in the North-East.
Chinese state-run media had
reported in November 2020 that
the planned super damon the Yar-
lung Zangbo would be morethan a
hydropower project as it would
also be meaningful for national
security. Since a military face-off
between Indian and Chinese
troops began in Ladakh sector of
the LACin May 2020, numerous
satellite images and reports have
detailed the creation of military
and dual-useinfrastructure.

The Indian leadership has
maintained that the overall ties
with China cannot be normalised
without peace and tranquillity on

DAMIEN SYMON'S TWITTER

the LAC, whereas the Chinese
side has said the two countries
should take forward their ties
while putting the border issuein
its “appropriate place”.

Sameer Patil, senior fellow at
the Observer Research Founda-
tion, described the newdamasa
clear attempt by China to
strengthen its existing infrastruc-
ture with dual use benefits, as it
had done previously on the Yar-
lung Zangbo river. “Given the
fragile ecology of Tibet, this is
surely going to have implications
for India’s water security and will
further exacerbate the already
strained bilateral relations,” he
said.
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{ MY INDIA } IN SUPREME COURT
Talks can’t resolve

SYL issue: Haryana

Kaul took up the matter, the Haryana government
submitted that the only way forward seems ta be

issuance of appropriate directives from the top court
to ascertain a raft of judicial orders starting 2002 can
be given effect to. "After this court's suggestionin
September last year, there have been several
meetings... Unfortunately, there have not been any
progress. No holistic or plausible solution is in sight
through this process," senior counsel Shyam Divan,
-mcl for his state.

appearing for the Haryana submitted.

TALKS WILL NOT
RESOLVE RIVER
WATER ROW WITH
PUNJAB, PASS NEW
ORDERS: HRY TO SC

Utkarsh Anand

letters @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: With the stalemate
over the contentious Sutlej-Ya-
muna Link (SYL) canal issue con-
tinuing, the Haryana government
on Thursday told the Supreme
Court that talks cannot resolve
the dispute, and pressed for the
execution of court orders that
required Punjab to complete the
remaining portion of the canal

As a bench led by justice San-
jay Kishan Kaul took up the mat-
ter, the Haryana government
submitted that the only way for-
ward seems to be issuance of
appropriate directives from the
top court to ascertain a raft of
judicial orders starting 2002 can
be given effect to.

“After this court’s suggestion
in September last year, there
have been several meetings, The
last meeting took place in Janu-
ary this year. Unfortunately,
there have not been any progress.

~ | No holistic or plausible solution

is in sight through this process,”
senior counsel Shyam Divan,
appearing for the Haryana gov-
ernment, submitted before the
bench, which also included justi-
ces AS Oka and BV Nagarathna.

Divan added that there have
been at least nine meetings since
2017. “The matter has been

. repeatedly adjourned since 2017

With the stalemate over the contentious Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal issue continuing, the
Haryana government on Thursday told the Supreme
Court that talks cannot resolve the dispute, and
pressed for the execution of court orders that
required Punjab to complete the remaining portion
of the canal. As a bench led by justice Sanjay Kishan

toenableus talk. But we believe,
the time has come for this court
to consider issuing further orders
for the execution of the decree,”
he said. Divan urged the courtto
consider hearing the matter on
the judicial side instead of push-
ing for reconciliation.

While Punjab chief minister
Bhagwant Mann said his state
does not have “even a single drop
of water” to share, his Haryana
counterpart Manohar Lal Khat-
tar said the full construction of
the canal and getting water
through it was a matter of “right”
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Govt approves 21,028 crore for
cleaning Yamuna, water utility

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi assembly
on Thursday approved a supple-
mentary grant of 31,028 crore for
the Delhi Jal Board and cleaning
of the Yamuna.

Placing the Supplementary
Demand For Grants before the
House, deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia said: “The lieu-
tenant governor made every pos-
sible effort to stop the cleaning of
the Yamuna by putting pressure
on the officers. Despite the
approval of the budget from the

House, the funds to Delhi Jal
Board were stopped.No matter
how hard BJP and LG try, the
Delhi government will not stop
the work of Delhiites,” he said.

A Raj Niwas official, however,
termed Sisodia’s claims “blatant
lies”.

“The statements of deputy CM
are nothing but habitual blatant
lies aimed at protecting his gov-
ernment’s abject incompetence
and failure, now that the NGT
has exposed their contemptuous
neglectof the Supreme Court and
Yamuna. The current LG took
over seven months ago, and has

since then taken concrete steps
that have visibly showing results
in Najafgarh drain and the
Yamuna. The deputy CM should
have cited specific instances of
LG stopping works of Yamuna
cleaning. But, he did not, because
nothing of this sort happened. He
is lying through the teeth bla-
tantly to cover his failure, which
is their characteristic style. The
deputy CM should do better,” the
Raj Niwas official said.

The Delhi assembly also
approved additional grants of
2100 crore for roadworks under
the Mukhyamantri Sadak Yojana.
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Monitor construction in the
Himalayas to avoid tragedy

oshimath is a sad story of humankind's
insatiable desires clashing with nature's
limited resources. It also shows that when
modern planners ignore the traditional
wisdom of our ancestors, tragedies occur.

Originally called Jyotirmath, the holy town is
a seat of Vedic sanatana dharma and Adi
Shankaracharya established one of the four
mathas here. Its population was never more
than a few hundred people, and mostly com-
prised monks, priests and their families. This
region — with Mana as the last village before
the China border — bordered Tibet, and wason
the popular route to Kailash Mansarovar. Due
to its strategic location, a heavy presence of
armed forces was built up over the years, espe-
cially in the decades following the 1962 India-
China war. Its location on the main route to the
Badrinath shrine attracted a large number of
pilgrims, bringing with ita new wave of urbani-
sation that saw it grow haphazardly
and rapidly. The results are there for
all to see today.

Joshimath was sandwiched by two
huge nullahs that worked as natural
drainage, but they were allowed to be
filled and erased by unchecked con-
struction. Our ancestors knew the sig-
nificance of the drainage, but that
knowledge was lost. As Piyoosh Rau-
tela, executive director at the Uttara-
khand State Disaster Management Authority
(USDMA), puts it, the people of the region
understood the relationship between ground-
water infiltration and slope instability, and
accordingly identified slide-prone areas to
ensure safe disposal of excess rainwater into
nearby water channels. The geological disposi-
tion and presence of thick piles of debris made
this place unsuitable for bearing the load of
buildings and other structures that were con-
structed without thought.

This is particularly galling because examples
of more sensitive construction abound in the
state, Take, for example, the Kedarnath Temple,
which has withstood centuries of avalanches
and natural catastrophes. In the words of RS
Fonia, former director of the Archaeological
Survey of India, the right selection of stones was
used for the temple and it was designed in a
way that didn'tdisrupt the local ecosystem.

The phenomenon isn't limited to Joshimath.
Examples of nature revolting against man-
made assaults can be seen in Gopeshwar,
Almora, Tehri, Haldwani, Haridwar, and even
in the state capital Dehradun. A USDMA survey
found that 19,000 government buildings in vari-
ous parts of the state such as Doon Medical Col-
lege, Sachivalaya, Vidhan Sabha, in addition to
malls, cineplexes. five- and seven-star hotels —

Tarun
Vijay

all built on congested roads — remain vulnera-
ble to earthquake and other natural disasters.

Allowing big malls on arterial roads such as
Hathibarkala road (in Dehradun) has destroyed
the breathing spaces of the city. Building multi-
storeyed concrete structures on playgrounds
(Dehradun'’s famous parade ground has fallen
prey toit) are invitations for disaster. But the
tragedy should not be used by some people to
stop development, or jeopardise livelihoodsin
a sensitive border area.

What is the way out? I believe instead of
clearing projects in a piecemeal manner, the
Himalayan area must be taken as a single unit
for purposes of environmental impact assess-
ment, which must be taken far more seriously.
Tunnels, highwaysand houses cannot be segre-
gated for clearances. The state government and
disaster management authorities need to take
ownership of the area, decide if a particular
piece of construction is going to ren-
der the entire region vulnerable, and
clamp down on unchecked construc-
tion. We cannot play with nature’s
patience anymore. This is all the more
alarming because what wrecked
Joshimath — unchecked settlements
and construction — can already be
seen choking other pristine areas,
such as Devprayag that marks the
confluence of the Alaknanda and Bha-
girathi, and the birth of the mighty Ganga.

When he was the chief minister of Gujarat,
Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi meticu-
lously planned the reconstruction and rehabili-
tation of tens of thousands of people after the
2001 Bhuj earthquake, setting an example for
the country and the world. As PM, he elabo-
rated on a doctrine for disaster resilience:
Imbibing the principles of disaster risk man-
agement, including the poor in risk coverage,
making women's leadership central, investing
in risk mapping globally, leveraging technol-
ogy, building a network of universities, enhanc-
ing local capacities and initiatives, studying
every disaster for lessons, and bringing greater
cohesion in international responses to disas-
ters.

The state government must act on this
agenda to mitigate future disasters. Strict rules
need to be made and followed, structural moni-
toring cells need to be set up, and a separate
hill area development commission should be
constituted to probe every new project proposal
through the prism of geological and ecological
safety. Our dev bhoomineeds a healing touch.

Tarun Vijay is a former MP and former chairman
of the National Monuments Authority
The views expressed are personal
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Mapping Joshimath crisis
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Neeraj Santoshi

Neeraj santoshi@htive.com

DEHRADUN: A fresh analysis of
satellite imagery of Joshimath
between 2018 and 2022 showed
that the eastern part of the holy
town witnessed maximum subsi-
dence with an average displace-
ment of around 10 cm per year,
reiterating what the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
said.

The analysis, by remote sensing
and landslide experts of Centre
National de la Recherche Scientif-
ique ((NRSor National Centre for
Scientific Research, which s the
French state research organisation
and largest fundamental science
agency in Europe), Ecole et Obser-
vatoire des Sciences de la Terre
Strasbourg (School and Observa-
tory for Earth Sciences, an institu-
tion under the supervisory author-
ity of the University of Strasbourg
France and CNRS) and Aristotle
University of Thessal oniki, Greece,
was accessed by HT on Thursday.

The study pointed to specific
areas in Joshimath which wit-
nessed maximumsliding (or sub-
sidence) in the last four years.
According to the studv. the east-

e

amn partofthe town, designated as
unit A, recorded maximum slid-
ing of 10 cm per year followed by
the western side, designated as B,
with annual displacement of 3 cm.

The slidingin lower part of the
town, shownasunitC, had accel-
erated since January 2021, the
study showed. The upper part of
the town, marked as D, showed
the least displacementof 2 cm per
year, itadded. “Itappearsthat two
zones (eastern and western parts
of Joshimath designated as A and
Bin the satellite image) have been
continuously moving in the past
four years (2018-2022) on the
downhill part of the slope. The
surface displacement rates are
higher in the eastern part of the
slope (unit A) with a value exceed-
ing 10 cm per year for the period
2018 10 2022," the study said.

Following an acceleration in
subsidence in early January, the
state has been forced to relocate
people, and embark ona planned
demoalition of the worst affected
commercial structures.

The analysis said that subsi-
dence has accelerated in the east-
ern, western and lower parts of
Joshimath town since December
22 but did not provide data on

how much the town has sunk
since then.

The findings are consistent
with the latest analysis of satellite
images of the area by ISRO and
recent field observations.

According to two reports of the
ISRO's affiliates, National Remote
Sensing Centre and the Indian
Institute of Remote Sensing, land
subsidence in Joshimath
increased rapidly, especially in the
13-day period between December
27 and January 8 when the town
witnessed a subsidence of 5.4 cm.

YP Sundriyal, a geologist from
HNB Garhwal University, Srina-
gar, said the fresh analysis con-
firmed what locals have been say-
ing since last year. “The subsi-
dence rates increased in
December and in the first week of
January, which is consistent with
the cracks in 849 houses and
ground fissures reported in Joshi-
math. The government should use
this data for long-term planning
for Joshimath and evacuate peo-
ple from the area at the earliest.”

Atul Sati, convenor of Joshi-
math Bachao Sangharsh Samiti,
said the new analysis by interna-
tional experts made it clear how
acute the Joshimath crisisis.
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o/ o/
STREAM BURST
NOT LINKED TO
CONSTRUCTION
OF TUNNEL: GOVT

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimescom

DEHRADUN: The Uttarakhand
government on Thursday said
that the underground water
stream that burst beneath the
Joshimath town, possibly accel-
erating the subsidence there,
was not on account of the con-
struction of a tunnel by NTPC
for a hydroelectric project as
claimed by affected residents.

Uttarakhand disaster man-
agementsecretary Ranjit Kumar
Sinha said a preliminary report
of the National Institute of
Hydrology (NIH), Roorkee,
found that the water outflow in
Joshimath and from the tunnel
of the NTPC projectare different.
“The situation will be clear after
the reports of other central agen-
cies and the final report of NIH
comes,” he told reporters.

Residents said the govern-
ment has given a clean chit to
NTPC without waiting for the
final report.

NTPCis building the Tapovan
hydel project, for which a tunnel
is being dug below the Joshi-
math hills, with residents saying
that blasting in the tunnel
caused an underground aquifer
or stream to burst, exacerbating
subsidence in the holy town.
Sinha said the discharge of
water from the stream in Joshi-
math, which was 540 LPM (litres
per minute) on January 6, has
declined to 150 LPM,

Responding to his comments,
Atul Sati, convenor of Joshimath
Bachao Sangharsh Samiti (JBSS),
said: “Itis clear that the govern-
ment is giving a clean chit to
NTPC before the final report of
NIH and other institutions is to
come. If they have nothing to
hide, then they should make
NIH's preliminaryreport public
as this is a matter of life and
death for us. If the report is
made public, the affected people
here can make their own deci-
sion.” NTPC has consistently
refuted the allegation against its
project and said no blasts were
conducted for the underground
tunnel. It described the subsi-
dence as a “natural” process in
the Himalavas."
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Water security as crucial for
devpt as national security: PM

Sandeep Moudgal &
Mouneshwar Sonnad |Tnn

Yadgiri (Karnataka): Wa-
tersecurity of thenationisof
utmost importance for Indi-
a’'s development in the 2lst
century, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modisaid here in Kar-
nataka on Thursday.

After inaugurating the
modernisation of the Naray-
anapura Left Bank Canal
(NLBC) system in Yadgiri,
about 500km from Bengalu-
ru, Modi told a large gathe-
ring: “Like national security,
border security;, coastal secu-
rity, and internal security, In-
dia needs to end the challeng-
es of water security for the
development of the nation in
the 21st century.”

On his second visit this
month to the poll-bound sta-
te, Modi laid the foundation
stone and inaugurated vario-
us developmental projects re-
lated to irrigation and drin-

PM Modi laid the foundation
stone for and inaugurated
various developmental projects

king water, besides anational
highway development pro-
jectinKalyanaKarnatakare-
gion worth over Rs 4,000 cro-
re. His visit alsp gains signifi-
cance as the governing BJP
prepares for assembly polls,
due by May, and has set a tar-
get of winning at least 130 of
the total 224 seats.

Modi said in 2014, when
NDA formed the govern-

ment, 99 irrigation projects
across the country were left
hanging or dumped. “Today.
50of these projects have been
completed under our tenure,
and the rest are in progress,”
he said.

Modi said the NLBC sy-
stem, part of Narayanpur
dam across the river Krish-
na, was a prime example of
“double engine” government
working towards a strong ir-
rigationinfrastructure in the
state and country “The
NLBC will create an infrast-
ructureforirrigating4.5lakh
hectares of land. It will ensu-
re that the tail end of the ca-
nal received adeguate water
for an adequate amount of ti-
me,” he said.

Modialsocited Jal Jeevan
Mission achievements as
another example of the doub-
le-engine government, whe-
rein the country has seen 11
crore of 18 crore rural house-
holds covered by tap water:
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Z1k crore more to
clean Yamuna in
revised budget

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Toexpedite the
cleaning of the Yamuna,
Delhi government got a
supplementary grant of Rs
1,028 crore on Thursday for
thefinancial vear2022-23.
Deputy CM Manish Si-
sodia, whoalsoheads the fi-
nance department apart
frombeing the chairmanof
DelhiJal Board (DJB), said
cleaning of the Yamuna
was one of the priority pro-
jects of Delhi government
and the approval of the
supplementary grant wo-
uld expedite the work.
Officials said Sisodia
presented Delhi Appropri-
ation Bill to seek Rs 3,139
crore out of the consolida-
ted funds, which was app-
roved by the assembly,
Sisodia said the Kejri-
wal-led AAP government
won't let roadblocks ham-
per Delhi’s development.
“The LG has made every
possible effort to stop the
work of cleaningthe Yamu-
na by putting pressure on
officers and, despite the ho-
use approval, the funds to
DJB were stopped. No mat-
ter how hard BJP and the
LG try, Delhi government
will not stop the develop-
ment work,” he said. “The
government has not only
got money released to DJB
but has also released an ad-
ditional budget of Rs 1,028
crore for cleaning the Ya-
muna,” he added.
The deputy CM said the
chief minister had promi-

sed toclean the river before
the next elections and the
government would do eve-
rything to ensure this.

The grants will provide
Rs 100 crore for Mukhya-
mantriSadak Yojana, an ad-
ditional grant of Rs 800 cro-
re for road maintenance,
construction of additional
classrooms and re-model-
ling of hospitals, Rs 50 crore
for Mukhyamantri Teerth
Yatra Yojanaand Rs T5crore
for SC-ST welfare. They also
included Rs 75 crore for irri-
gation and flood control de-
partment, Rs 8 crore to deve-
lop Chhath ghats.
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NEW DELHI, JANUARY 19
Maintaining that a negoti-
ated settlement of the Sut-
lej-¥Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal dispute can't be
reached, the Haryana Gov-
ernment on Thursday
requested the Supreme
Court to ask the Punjab
Government to implement
its order to complete the
construction of the canal.
“After this court’s sugges-
tion in September last year,
there have been several
meetings. The last meeting
took place in January this
year. Unfortunately, there
has not been any progress...
No solution is in sight,” sen-
ior counsel Shyam Divan
told a Bench led by Justice
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Execute apex court’s order: Haryana

Sanjay Kishan Kaul.

“The matter has been
repeatedly adjourned since
2017 to enable us to talk. But
we believe the time has
come for this court to consid-
er issuing further orders for
the execution of the decree,”
Divan said, demanding the
implementation of the top
court’s arders.

The Bench deferred the
hearing to March 15 as Attor-
ney General R Venkatara-
mani was not available,

The Supreme Court had
on September 9 last year
asked the chief ministers of
Punjab and Haryana to meet
and negotiate an amicable
settlement to the wvexed
issue that has defied any
solution for decades despite
several rounds of litigation.

It had asked the Union Jal
Shakti Ministry to call a

meeting of the two chief
ministers for the purpose.

“Water is a natural resource
and living beings must learn
to share it — whether indi-
viduals or states. The matter
cannot be looked at from the
point of view of only one city
or one state. If's natural
wealth to be shared and how
it's to be shared is a mecha-
nism to be worked out,” the
Bench had said.

The chief ministers of the
two states met on January 4
during a meeting chaired by
Union Water Resources Min-
ister Gajendra  Singh
Shekhawat in the national
capital, but they failed to
break the ice,

Punjab CM Bhagwant
Mann said his state did not
have even a single drop of
water to share even as
Haryana CM Manchar Lal

Khattar demanded the full
construction of the canal.
Khattar asserted that get-
ting water through the SYL
canal was Haryana’s right.

At the root of the problem
is the 1981 water-sharing
agreement after Haryana
was carved out of Punjab in
1966. For the effective allo-
cation of water, the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link canal was to
be constructed and the two
states were required to con-
struct their portions within
their territories. While
Harvana constructed its
portion of the canal, after
the initial phase, Punjab
stopped the work, leading
to multiple cases.

In 2002, the Supreme
Court decreed Haryana's
suit and ordered Punjab to
honour its commitments on
water-sharing,
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State to be flood-free by 2026: CM

TRIBUNE NEwWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 19
Setting yet another target,
the Khattar government
now aims to make Haryana
flood-free by 2026. For this,
special projects will be set
up in waterlogged areas.

This was decided at the
54th meeting of the Haryana
State Drought Relief and
Flood Control Board held
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar here today.

Khattar said more empha-
sis was also being laid on
water conservation and
reuse of rainwater. With this,
along with dealing with flood
situations, groundwater
recharging and optimum use
of water in dry areas would
also be ensured.

“For the meticulous imple-
mentation of this plan, 528
projects, amounting to Rs
1,100 crore were approved at
the meeting,” said the CM.

[ — — -

Khattar said schemes wort.h
more than Rs 312 crore had
been approved for purchas-
ing dewatering machinery
and the reuse of water. He

added that this time schemes
had been prepared for water-
logging through a cluster-
based approach.

He said Bhiwani district
had been considered as a
cluster, under which a
pipeline would be laid in
eight villages Kungar,
Jatai, Dhanana, Badesra,
Siwara, Premnagar,
Ghuskani, Dhani
Sukhan’s abadi and water-
logged areas. An amount
of more than Rs 16 crore
would be spent on this.
Under this scheme, water

would be drained out from
2,000 acres of waterlogged
land, said Khattar.

Besides, another cluster-
based project had been
planned for three villages,
Singhwa Khas, Puthi, and
Madanheri, on which Rs
9.31 crore would be spent.
Under this plan, water
would be drained out from
about 1,500 acres of water-
logged land. Similarly,
another project, costing
about Rs 4 crore, had been
prepared and would be
implemented to drain out
water from 885 acres of
waterlogged land.

The CM directed the offi-
cials that lakes should be
developed in water-logged
areas. A plan should be for-
mulated to make about 100
lakes, especially in the NCR
districts. With the develop-
ment of these lakes, a per-
manent solution to the
problem of waterlogging
would be done.



Pending for 11 ye
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DHARAMSALA, JANUARY 19
Deputy  Chief  Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri today
inspected the progress made
on the Phina Singh canal
project in Nurpur area of Kan-
gra district. The project has
been lingering for the past
more than 11 years and its
cost has escalated from initial
Rs 204 crore to Rs 643 crore.

He said that the government
would approach the Centre for
funds for the project. “The
project was approved under
the Accelerated Irrigation
Benefit Programme (AIBP) of
the Centre, so we expect a
grant of Rs 300 crore for its
completion,” he added.

Agnihotri said that if finan-
cial assistance from the Cen-
tre was received in time, the
state government would try
to finish the project in next
three years and dedicate it to
the people of Nurpur.

He directed Irrigation
Department officials to expe-
dite “this major irrigation
project of Kangra district”.
The project has not received
funds from the Union Govern-
ment in the past few years. In
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Govtto seek central funds for
Nurpur canal project: Dy CM

Deputy Chief Minister Mukesh Agnihotri inspects the Phina Singh canal project in Nurpur on Thursday.

¥283.32 CRORE ALREADY SPENT, ONLY 53% WORK COMPLETED

B The Phina Singh canal
project was envisaged in
2011 for interlinking the
Kalam Nullah and the
Chakki river, both tributar-
ies of the Beas flowing in
Nurpur area

1|t also proposed the construc-

tion of a concrete gravity dam
on the Chakki river. Water from
the dam was to be carried
through a 4,307-metre tunnel
to irrigate 4,025 hectares in
60 villages of Nurpur

B The initial estimated proj-

ect cost of ¥204 crore has
escalated to ¥643 crore.
A sum of ¥283.32 crore
has already been spent
on the project but it is still
53 per cent complete

2021, the state Irrigation
Department had sent a
revised detailed project report
(DPR)tothe Centre proposing
the construetion of a 1.88 MW
hydroeleciric project on the
Phina Singh canal project. It

also envisages to use the
reservoir created for the canal
project for transportation pur-
poses. As per the new DPR,
the project cost has escalated
to Rs 643 crore.

Agnihotri, who also holds

irrigation and public health
portfolio, said in the past
five years, no progress was
made on the project. He
added that the Congress
government would give pri-
ority to the project.
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