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3350 crsought from Centre
for Nurpur irrigation project

Deputy Chief Minister meets Water Commission chief

SHIMLA, JANUARY 23
Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri on Mon-
day sought the release of Rs
350 crore for the Phina
Singh Medium Irrigation
Project at Nurpur in Kangra
district, according to an offi-
cial statement issued here.

Agnihotri met Central
Water Commission (CWC)
Chairman Kushvinder

Vohra in New Delhi and held
discussions about strength-
ening theirrigation sector in
the state, besides urging
him for liberal funds.

He said that the irrigation
project at Nurpur in Kangra
was started in 2011 at an ini-
tial cost of Rs 204 crore, which
has escalated to Rs 646 crore.
The state had spent Rs 283
crore from its own resources
on the project, he added.

Agnihotri urged Vohra for
the early release Rs 350
crore so that the project
could be completed on prior-
ity. He said that the project
was on the priority list of the
Union Government as well.

He said that 5,000
hectares to be covered
under the Shah Nehar proj-
ect was not getfing ade-

Deputy Chief Minister Mukesh Agnihotri with Kushvinder Vohra,
Chairman of Central Water Commission, in Delhi on Monday.

quate water for irrigation
and the state had requested
the Central Government for
additional resources to pro-
vide irrigational facilities.
He also urged the Central
Government to provide
speedy approval for the
Beet Area Irrigation
Scheme, Phase-II, in Una
district to be completed at a
cost of Rs 75 crore.
Agnihotri said that the
state government had com-
pleted the phase -1 of the

project with its own
resources. He added that the
Nadaun irrigation scheme
would be completed in next
two or three months.

He invited the CWC Chair-
person to wvisit the state
along with his team of
experts to explore the possi-
bility of strengthening the
existing  schemes and
preparing a roadmap for
future planning and imple-
mentation of new irrigation
schemes. — PTI1
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Ammonia levels in Yamuna shoot
up, may hit drinking water supply

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Delhiites are lik-
ely to face a major drinking
water supply problem for the
next few days as Delhi Jal Bo-
ard (DJB) on Monday alerted
that the ammonia levels in
the Yamuna have increased,
affecting its water treating
capacity. “Due to the high le-
vel of pollutants — ammonia
at3.5ppm—being received in
the Yamuna at the Wazirabad
pond, potable water produc-
tion has been curtailed by 10-
30% from various water tre-
atment plants,” DJB stated.
According to officials, the
problem of untreated sewage
from a few points in the ne-
ighbouring Haryana has led
to the increased pollution le-
vels in the river due to which
the Wazirabad, Chandrawal
and Haiderpur treatment
plants have been affected.
These plants cater to the enti-
re south, north and west Del-
hi, which are likely to experi-
ence low water pressure.

“Delhi Jal Board is endea-
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LIFELINE INTERRUPTED

vouring to rationalise the wa-
ter supply. Therefore, water
supply will be available at low
pressure from the evening
from January 23 till the situa-
tion improves. Public is advi-
sed to make judicious use of
water,” added the DJB alert,
Public may contact the cen-
tral control room at 1916/
23527679/23634469 for water-
related problems and tankers.

This is not the first time
that DJB isfacing the problem
of high levels of pollution in

DJB SOURCE SAYS

We have written to
Haryana several times
regarding the
pollution in the
Yamuna, but they are
not making any efforts

t}‘;: Yamuna. Last April, too,
the pollution level was high.
According to officials, the
DJB monitoring team is regu-

larly surveving the river and
has found that the reason for
high ammonia is mixing of
raw sewage water in the Ya-
muna through drains connec-
ted directly with it at various
pointslike Nathupura, Barro-
taand Khojkipur in Haryana.

DJB is responsible for the
supply of potable water in
Delhi, for which it is depen-
dent on the supply of raw wa-
ter through Carrier Line
Channel, Delhi Sub Branch
and the Yamuna, which flows
through Harvana before ente-
ring Delhi. “We have written
to Haryana several times re-
garding the pollution in the
Yamuna, but they are not ma-
kingefforts,” said a source.

In a recent survey, CPCB
has found that 413 industries
in Harvana, mostly dealingin
textiles, oil and refinery, ferti-
lisers, chemicals, and food
and beverages, have been dis-
charging untreated effluents
into the Yamuna. Most of the-
seunits operate in clusters in
Gurgaon, Ballabgarh, Fari-
dabad, Panipat and Sonipat.
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Signs of recovery as biochemical oxygen
demand dips in Na]afgarh drain in 6 mths

Atul. Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Concerted efforts to improve the
quality of water flowinginthe Najafgarhdrain
have started showing concrete results with the
biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) witnes-
singaconsistentdecline in the past six months.

According to an analysis carried out
by Delhi Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC), the BOD levels have registered a va-
riation of almost 30 per cent since the agen-
cies started the desilting of Najafgarh
drain. Officials added that the BOD levels at
two spots in the Yamuna — near the inter-
state bus terminal and before Okhla barra-
ge — too have recorded a decline of 21
and 25% respectively.

Biochemical oxygen demand is the
amount of oxygen consumed in one litre of
water by microorganisms while they oxidise
the entire organic matter present in it at a
specified temperature.

The BOD level in Najafgarh drain was
recorded at 75 in August 2022, which fell
down to 53 in January. Similarly, the BOD le-
vels in the Yamuna at ISBT and Okhla (after
confluence of Shahdara drain) were regis-
tered at 48 and 75, respectively, in August,
while it came down to 38 and 56 in January

Officials said the reduction of BOD is the
sign of self-healing power of theriver and the

FFibe phato

Lieutenant governor VK Saxena is closely
monitoring the rejuvenation work

drain. The standard for BOD is 3mg/1 or less
for river and 30mg/1 for drain.

Officials said following the insistence of
lieutenant governor VK Saxena, who is close-
Iy monitoring the rejuvenation work, the irri-
gation and flood control department had star-
ted the desilting work of the drain in August
2022, The agencies had also started tapping
the sub-drains and feeder drains falling into
the drain from November last yvearn

Asperthe data, 80,000 cubic metresor1.3
lakh metric tonnes (MT) of silt has been re-
moved from the drain since August 2022,
While 50,000 cubic metres (80,000 MT) was

Times View

he improvement of water quality in the

Najafgarh drain is heartening and shows
what is possible with the right efforts. There are
many other drains in the city. Hopefully, similar
improvements can be carried outinthem.

removed using the conventional desilting
through departmental resources, 30,000 cu-
bic metres (48,000 MT) was scrapped thro-
ugh the partial gravitational technique.

Officials said that ‘partial gravitational de-
silting’, a sustainable and cost- effective con-
cept, was extensively used for dredging the
ports of Gujarat and the same was deployed in
Najafgarh drain for better results.

“In the last five years, the annual avera-
ge desilting done in Najafgarh drain was
about 60, 000 cubic metres or 90,000 MT,” sa-
id an official.

Another official said there are at least 44
suband feeder drainsthatneed tobe tapped to
stop the flow of untreated sewage into the Na-
jafizarh drain. While 12 such drains have alre-
ady been tapped, six are likely to be tapped by
the end of January

The 54-km longdrain originates from Najaf-
garh lake and joins the Yamuna downstream of
Wazirabad while travelling through South-
West, West, North-West and North districts.
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NEW MONSOON
RESEARCH FACILITY
COMING UP IN
MADHYA PRADESH

Soumya Pillai
letters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: The Union ministry of
earth sciences is set to unveil a
first-of-its-kind atmospheric
research testbed to study mon-
soon patterns and to improve
understanding on the process
governing monsoon convection,
senior scientists said on Monday.

The Atmospheric Research
Testbed-Central India (ART-CI)
is shaping up at the 100-acre
campus at Silkheda in Sehore
district of Madhya Pradesh as a
project of the Pune-based Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology
(II'TM), after battling delays due
to Covid-19 pandemic and
encroachment by locals on the
site.

A senior scientist from [ITM
said that since central India is
the core monsoon zone, it was
important to collect data and
study how monsoon patterns
behaved in the region and what
factors impacted its behaviour.

He also highlighted that the
new centre will help analyse the
impact of aerosols and pollution
particles on the rainfall patterns
in the region.

“Currently there is no mon-
soon observatory in central
India. ART is one of the first
sites, which will not only record
monsoon rainfall but will also
gauge all basic parameters —
vertical profile of relative humid-
ity, water content, cloud proper-
ties etc— that are necessary for
improving model prediction.
The gap in predictions will be
covered by this centre,” the sci-
entist said.
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Himachal Pradesh Deputy CM Mukesh Agnihotri
asserts state’s water rights in Bhakra & Pong Dam

ASHWANI SHARMA

SHIMLA: Even as Himachal
Pradesh continue to struggle
for years to get arrears its 7,19
per cent share of the Bhakra
project manned by the Bhakra-
Beas Management Board
(BBMB), states Deputy Chief
Minister Mukesh Agnihotri has
asserted the “right to utilise”
water from the dam.

In aletter written to Union
Minister for Power and Renew-
able Energy R K Singh, deputy
chief minister has reminded
the centre about a decision
taken in the 124th meeting of
the BEMB held on January 19
and 20,1987 recognising the
state as a partner state in the
BBMB assets.

Also, in 2011, the Supreme
Court in its landmark decision
had ruled in favour of the state
asking the BBMB and other
partner states—Haryana, Pun-
jab and Rajasthan to grant 7.1
per cent share of the power,

Mukesh Agnihotri

PICFILE

besides paying arrears since
1967.

“The decisions of 1987
and 2011 are still to be imple-
mented” he pointed out.

To break down the mat-
ter to the state’s right on the
water, Agnihotri—who also
holds the portfolio of Jal Shakti,
reminded that no allocation
of the water has been made
to the state out of Sutlej water
and surplus Ravi-Beas water
as Bhakra-Nangal agreement
1959 and inter-state agreement
dated 31-12-1981.

The deputy chief minister
asserted that though the water
generated as runoff from snow-
rain and glacie: melt within the
catchment area of Himachal
Pradesh get no allocation of
the water has been made to the
state—a fact recognised by the
agreement of 1959 and 1981
respectively.

He wondered why the state
has to seck a NOC from the
BBEMB and other central agen-
cies to utilise the state’s share of
water for irrigation and drink-
ing water needs of the people.

“Whereas even to supply
drinking water to rural areas of
the state adjoining these proj-
ects, the state is required to take
NOC of BBME and other cen-
tral agencies” he pointed out.

He asked the union minis-
ter to recognize and consider
waiving off the NOC condi-
tion for drawing off of the water
upto the share recognised by
the Supreme court for rural
water supply and Irrigation

Schemes proposed by the state
government.

Such a process, he said,
leads to cost and time overrun
for upcoming projects. This is
also not the first time the state
has raised this matter to the
centre as earlier the same was
also taken up in 2020 but no
action, so far, has been taken.

Besides the Bhakra dam
project, based on the Sulej river,
Himachal Pradesh has also suf-
fered pains and despair due to
the setting-up of the Pong Dam
—another mega project forirri-
gation on the Beas river.

“Both the projects have
caused huge sufferings and led
to the displacement of a huge
population in the hill state but
the entire benefits and pros-
perity due to these projects
has helped other states includ-
ing Punjab and Haryana’, says
Agnihotri as he spoke to Mil-
lennium Post.

Gobind Sagar lake in Bilas-
pur district created by dam-

ming of Sutlej water and Pong
Dam lake in Kangra left hun-
dreds of families to lose their
lands and houses.

Both Bhakra and Pong
[am oustees have still not got
land allotted or compensation.

Meanwhile, Agnihotri on
Monday sought the release
of Bs 350 crore for the Phina
Singh Medium Irrigation Proj-
ect in Kangra district.

Agnihotri met Central
Water Commission Chair-
man Kushvinder Vohra here
and held discussions about
strengthening the irrigation
sector in the state besides urg-
ing for liberal assistance for it.

He said the Phina Singh
Medium Irrigation Project in
Kangras Nurpur was started at
an initial cost of Rs 204 crore
in 2011, which has now esca-
lated to Rs 646 crore. The state
has spent Rs 283 crore from its
own resources for executing
the project, the staternent quot-
ing the deputy CM said.
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Punjab has no water to share with others: BJP

HARPREET BAJWA @ Chandigarh

THE two-day executive meeting
of the BJP's Punjab unit con-
cluded in Amritsar on Monday
in which the state unit of the
saffron party passed a resolu-
tion against the sharing of the
state river waters with other
states, making it's stand clear
on the decades old Sutlej-Yamu-
na Link (SYL)canal issue. Inter-
estingly, a few days back B.JP-led
Haryana government had asked
the Supreme Court to ensure
completion of the remaining
portion of the SYL canal after
the talks with the Punjab gov-
ernment failed.

After the meeting the Punjab
BJP president Ashwani Sharma
said, “Time and again the BJP
leaders are asked to clear their
stand on the SYL issue. I think

g
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R e S

Fllelphum of Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal

now after passing of this resolu-
tion we have put an end to this
question. It is very clear that
Punjab does not have any water
to give to any other state”

The political resolution was

proposed by Sunil Jakhar, mem-
ber of national executive of the
caffron party and Manoranjan
Ealia while Rana Gurmeet
Singh Sodhi endorsed it,
Another resolution was also

passed to hail the steps taken by
the Modi government for the
Sikh community, including the
opening of Kartarpur corridor,
serapping of hlack list of Sikhs
and giving shelter to Sikhs from
Afghanistan. Sharma said that
only BJP ean bring about all-
round development in Punjab,
and make it drug and corrup-
tion free. He claimed that the
people of Punjab were fed up
with the AAP Government.
Further taking a dig at the
Mann Government, he said that
the government has created an
atmosphere of anarchy in Pun-
jab. He added that the AAP only
made “hollow promises™ but did
nothing for development. “This
is an insensitive government,
which has nothing to do with
the people of the state and their
sentiments,” Sharma added.
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