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‘No Untreated
Effluents Into
River By 2027

Haryana To NGT: 540MLD Being
Released Into Yamuna Currently

il plwbs

Dissatisfied with the progress in the revival of Yamuna, NGT has

constituted a high-level committee to take stock of the situation

Priyangi-Agarwal

@timesgroup.com
New Delhi: Around 540 mil-
lion litres per day (MLLDY) of
untreated effluent is releasad
into the Yamuna firom 11 dra-
ins in Haryana, accordingtoa
report submitted by the Hary-
ana povernment to National
Green Tribunal (NGT). The
report stated that the entire
eMuent was likely to be trea-
texd by 2027, TOI earlier repor-
ted that around 647 MLD of
untreated waste water from
Delhi went into the river:

According to the recent
status report submitted by
the additional chief secreta-
ry of the Haryana govern-
ment, 11 drains carry $21MLD
treated and S40MLD untrea-
ted effluent. “The overall wa-
ter quality has improved in
comparison with the previo-
us yearthough a lot of work is
vet to be done to achieve the
objectives, As per the action
plan submitted, the entire ef-
fluent islikely to be treated by
2027, gaid the report.

The report said that du-
ring the past one year, two
BMLD sewage treatment
plants (STPs) had been const-
ructed and commissioned,
and three STPs of 30MLD ca-
pacity had been upgraded to
achieve stringent norms.
“Currently, 25 STPs of
488MLD capacity are under
upgradation to achieve the la-
test standards and likely to be
completed by December 2025,
The state has planned eonst-
ruction of infrastructure for
reuse of treated sewage at 34

STPs of 479MLD capacity
and the work for STPs consi-
dered in phase-] is likely to be
completed by October 31,
2025," zaid the report.

TOI reported last week
that Mational Mission for Clea-
ning Ganga (NMCG) had deci-
ded to provide a company of
Territoial Army to Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committes
(DPCC) to ensure monitoring
of all drains and sub-drains
that directly fall intothe Yamu-
naand are yet to be trapped.

REPORT STATES

The overall water
quality has improved
in comparison with the
previous year though a
lot of work is yet to be
done to achieve the
objectives

”~

As per a presentation ma-
de by DPCC in the meeting, of
the 18 major drains falling in-
tothe Yamuna in Delhi, seven
are left from trapping and a
detailed timeline has been
prepared by the agencies to
complete the work. Similarly,
there are about 70 sub-drains
and many unrecorded smal-
lerdrainsthatfall intothe MNa-
jafgarh, Shahdara and the
supplementary drains, which
will be closed in 2023,

Dissatisfied with  the
growth in the revival of Yamu-
na, NGT in January constitu-
ted a high-level committes,
which will meet every week to
takestock of thesituation.
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Rs 2,500 crore proposed for
Mission Bhagiratha scheme

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

An amount of Rs 2,500 crore
has been proposed for the
State government’s flagship
programme Mission Bhagi-
ratha in the Budget.

Out of the total budget al-
located to Mission Bhagi-
ratha, Rs 1,000 crore has
been kept for maintenance,
Rs 900 crore for urban
schemes and Rs 600 crore
for rural schemes.

The State government
has increased the mainte-
nance budget by Rs 520
crore, Rs 100 crore for

urban and Rs 80 crore for
rural scheme for 2023-24
fiscal more for the Mission
Bhagiratha.

Under Mission Bhagi-
ratha, the brainchild of the
Chief Minister, piped drink-
ing water was being sup-
plied to every household.

As against the administra-
tive sanction of Rs 44,933.66
crore, the actual expendi-
ture incurred on the Mis-
sion Bhagiratha at the clo-
sure of the project is only Rs
36,900 crore.

Thus, with immaculate
planning the project was im-
plemented in a very cost ef-

fective manner and thereby
the government was able to
save an amount of Rs
8,033.606 crore.

Inspired by Mission Bha-
giratha, the Central govern-
ment was implementing
‘Har Ghar Jal Yojana’ across
the nation. NITI Aayog (Na-
tional Institution for Trans-
forming India) has also
commended Mission Bhagi-
ratha, which has become a
role model for the entire
country.

Mission Bhagiratha was
also awarded the first prize
under the Jal Jeevan Awards
last year.



OSHIMATH-like tragedy has

a far-reaching impact on the

environment, economies and

mankind in different ways.

Anjal Prakash, Research
Director at the Bharti Institute
of Public Policy at the Indian
School of Business (Hyvdera-
bad) believes that despite know-
Ing the mounting crisis in the
region, the administration had
apparently turned blind eye to
what was in the making for dec-
ades. In an interview to Parvez
Sultan, the environmentalist
spells out reasons contributing
to the land subsidence and im-
pact of the phenomenon.

When did the actual degra-
dation in the Joshimath
region begin? Reasons?
The actual degradation in the
Joshimath region is likely to
have started in the recent past,
and the exact date is still being
determined. The local reports
af parts of Joshimath sinking
started coming in 200819, The
reasons for degradation in the
region are likely to be multifac-
eted. According to locals, the hy-
dropower development and its
tunnelling process are one of
the reasons for the sinking of
the town. Apart firom this, other
factors also contribute to the
present-day situation in Joshi-
math. They are:

Deforestation: Unsustaina-
ble logging practices and clear-
ing forests for agriculture and
other purposes have led to a loss
of forest cover, contributing to
soll erosion, loss of biodiversity
and other envirenmental
problems.

Climate change: Issues such
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‘Damage to Himalayas can have severe impact’

Environmental degradation can have far-reaching impac:s on every aspect of life, says environmentalist Anjal Prakash

a5 increased temperature and
changes in precipitation pat-
terns, has led to changes in the
distribution of plant and ani-
mal species and disrapted eco-
svstems. It has acted as a foree
multiplier.

Unsustainable tourism: Un-
sustainable and unregulated
tourism practices, such as the
construction of large hotels and
other infrastructure, has led to
the degradation of the environ-
ment and natural resources in
the region.

Waste management: Foor
waste management practices
have led to the acenmulation of
litter and other waste, including
wastewater, negatively impact-
ing the environment and public
health.

Why didn’t the Government
heed when the issue was
flagged decades ago?
Palitical considerations, such as
the need to ad-

dress maore

pressing 1ssues

or prioritise ini-

tiatives that are ‘

SEEN AS more -
politically ad-
vantageous,

have taken precedence over ad-
dressing the region’s degrada-
tion issue.

Hydropower development has
been sold as a development pri-
ority for the Himalayan regiomn.
It attracts large-scale invest-
ment and rent-seeking, one of
the main reasons they are con-
tinued across political
ideologies.

Who should all be held

responsible for the disaster?
The degradation of the Joshi-
math region in India is a com-
plex issue that is likely the re-
sult of multiple factors. Some
possible actors who may be held
responsible for the disaster in-
clude the local government of-
ficiale responsible for enforcing
environmental laws and regula-
tions, protecting
natural resoure-
es, and promot-
ing sustainable
development

practices.
But the buck
should stop at
the political leadership, includ-
ing the local MLA from the
Joshimath region, who is the
first person; should have known
and acted toprevent the disas-
ter, was in the making, The local
media has reported these inci-
dents for a couple of months
which didn't lead to the chief
minister's office taking note of

this.

Stll, I feelthat the hydropow-
er development in the region

has triggered the crisis, During
the tunnelling process, a large
groundwater body was punc-
tured, which led to the water
gushing out of the area, inchad-
ing travelling upward.

Has the fragilitv of Himala-
yvas also acted as a catalyst?

Yes. The Himalayas are a frag-
ile and sensitive ecosystem vul-
nerahble to environmental stres-
sors, such as deforestation,
overgrazing, climate change,
and unsustainable tourism
practices, The region's high el-
evation and rugged terrain also
make it challenging to monitor
and manage the impacts of
these stressors,

How does this kind of
occurrence affect a region,
local population or
administration?

The impacts of environmental
degradation in the Himalavas
can be particularly severe, as
the region is an important wa-
ter sonree for large populations
in South Asia.

Degradation of the forests
and other ecosystems in the re-
gion can lead to decreased water
quality and availability, which
can have far-reaching conse-
quences for the environment
and human well-being,

Environmental degradation
can lead to increased exposure
to pollutants and other environ-
mental hazards, negatively im-
pacting public health, Degrada-
tion of the environment can
lead to biodiversity loss, as
plant and animal species can-
not survive in a degraded envi-
ronment, This can negatively

impact the ecosystermn and its
services, such as pallination
and pest control.

Environmental degradation
negatively impacts local econo-
mies, as degraded lands are less
productive and can lead to re-
duced agricultural yields, loss
of tourism revenue, and other
economic losses. This can also
lead to increased conflict, and
zocial tensions as communities
compete for resources and ac-
cess to land and water,

Measures to prevent further
deterioration in Joshimath
and other locations.

First, the hydropower project
should be stopped till an inde-
pendent assessment is done of
the costs and benefits of such
projects in the region. They
need to be reassessed based on
the recent Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
reports and selentific reparts on
changing climatic conditions in
the region and their impact on
the lives and livelihood of peo-
e Apart from this, encourag-
ing and promoting sustainable
forestry practices. such as selec-
tive logging and reforestation,
can help to protect the forests
and prevent further environ-
mental degradation.

T will suggest that we promote
sustainable tourism practices,
such as ecotourism and respon-
sible waste management, which
can help reduce tourism's nega-
tive environmental impacts.

-Dv Anjal Prakash also
contribites to the IPCC reports
and has previously bed research
on glaciated rivers in the
Himalayan reglon
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Centre: Namami Gange’s main
aim to make river’s water fit for

not drinking

NEW DELHI: The prime
objective of the Namami Gange
programme is to make the
water of the Ganga suitable for
outdoor bathing, not drinking,
the Centre told Rajya Sabha on
Monday. Surface water, includ-
ing that of the rivers, is required
to undergo “necessary treat-
ment/purification” for making
it potable or fit for human con-
sumption, Union Minister of
State for Jal Shakti Bishweswar
Tudu said in a written reply.
The Centre launched the
Namami Gange programme
in June 2014 for a period up
to March 31, 2021, to rejuve-
nate the Ganga and its tribu-
taries. The Centre subsequently
extended the programme up
to March 31, 2026. “The main
objective of the river rejuvena-
tion programme is to meet the
primary water quality criteria
for outdoor bathing notified by
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change and

not drinking water quality,” the
minister said.

In a question, Janata Dal
{United) member Ram Nath
Thakur and the Samajwadi Par-
ty’s Javed Ali Khan had sought
to know from the Jal Shakti
Ministry if the Ganga water
was “still not potable or bath-
able” after spending thousands
of crores since the launch of the
programme to clean the river.

In his written reply, the
minister said the Central Pol-
lution Control Board has been
carrying out water quality
assessment of river at 97 loca-

tions in five main “stem states”
through respective State Pol-
lution Control Boards under
Namami Gange programme.
As per CPCB data for Janu-
ary to October, 2022, the min-
ister said, the “observed water
quality” of the river indicates
that dissolved oxygen, which is
an indicator of the river’s health
has been found to be “within
acceptable limits of notified
primary bathing water qual-
ity criteria and is satisfactory
to support the ecosystem of
the river for almost the entire
stretch of river Ganga.” AGENCIES
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