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Fill waste treatment gaps
on war footing, says NGT

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The water quality
of the Yamuna is within accept-
able standards when it enters
the national capital but deterio-
rates downstream from the
city, the National Green Tribu-
nal has said, ordering that the
“huge gap” in the generation of
sewage and its treatment be
addressed.

Taking note of a report sub-
mitted by a Delhi government
committee on January 31 this
year, a bench headed by NGT
chairperson AK Goel on Febru-
ary 16 said that there was a gap
of 238 million gallons per day
{MGD) in sewage generated
and treated, and directed the
gap to be duly considered and
addressed.

The report was submitted by
a committee formed by the
National Green Tribunal and
headed by Delhi lieutenant gov-
ernor (LG) VK Saxena.

HT reached out to the Delhi
Jal Board with reguests for a
comment but did not receive a
reply.

The order relied on a Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCE)
report findings. “Water quality
of river Yamuna is meeting the
criteria when it enters Delhi at
Palla from Haryana. However,
water quality deteriorates as it
exits Delhi at Asgarpur. This
indicates the contribution of
pollution in river Yamuna in
Delhi due to discharge of
untreated) partially treated
domestic and industrial waste
water through 24 drains,” said
this report.

CPCB was directed to moni-
tor water quality at interstate
borders and compile results,
including data about the qual-
ity of effluents drained into the
Yamuna.

The LG Saxena-headed com-
mittee was set up to ensure
compliance with the January
2021 directions issued by the
Supreme Court (SC) and similar
directions by the National
Green Tribunal in for the reju-
venation of the river.

A progress report from the
committee was sought by Janu-
ary 31 in this regard. The Feb-
ruary 16 order came after both

Yamuna's water quality deteriorstes after it enters the Capital, an official reportsaid.  SUNLGHOSH T

reports were taken into
account.

The National Green Tribunal
bench noted that out of the 35
sewage treatment plants (STPs)
in Delhi, 23 were consistently
non-compliant with the norms
prescribed by the Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee
(DPCC).

“CPCB is directed to monitor
the performance of 5TPs in
Delhi, Harvana and UP includ-
ing the drains joining river
Yamuna on a quarterly basis,”
the bench said. It ordered that
the first report in this regard be
filed by April 30.

Delhi deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia on Saturday
last week announced the set-
ting up of two STPs of a capac-
ity of 2 million litres a day and
& million litres a day in
Mundka, apart from two sew-
age pumping stations of 15 mil-
lion litres a day and 6 million
litres a day capacity in the area,

According to officials in the
LG office, Saxena was made the
committee head after “taking
into account his work towards
management of legacy waste”,

Legacy waste is that which
has been collected and kept for
vears at some barren land ora
landfill.
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Govt did nothing to clean river,
AAP should pay green fine: BJP

Times News NETwoORK

New Delhi: BJP on Friday claimed that the Del-
hi government had not done anything to clean
the Yamuna. [t also asked AAP topay 2,232 crore
as environmental compensation immediately
as per the National Green Tribunal’s order.

AAP did notrespond tothe allegations.

Delhi BJP working president Virendra
Sachdeva said, “In the matters of sewer pollu-
tion and waste management, there is an emer-
gency likesituation in Delhi. NGT hasdirected
the AAP government to pay 2,232 crore as envi-
ronmental compensation for improper mana-
gement of solid and liquid waste.”

BJP spokesperson Praveen Shankar Kapo-
or said, “Even NGT is fed up with Delhi govern-

ment for its failure to check pollution and
manage waste.”

BJP alleged that out of the 35 sewage treat-
ment plants of Delhi Jal Board, 23 were failing
to meet basic quality standards because of
which poisonous sewage was falling directly
intothe Yamuna.

Delhi government lacks any concrete plan
for waste management, Kapoor claimed. “Peo-
pleof Delhiaresuffering becauseof poisonous
waterand air. Onthe other hand, they will have
to pay the fine due to the negligence of the Kej-
riwal government,” the spokesperson said.

Leader of Opposition Ramveer Singh Bid-
huri said that the fine imposed by NGT on the
Delhi government should be recovered from
the coffersof AAP.
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HC seeks CPCB
Sabarmati river
pollution report

Court Also Asks For A
Report On Desilting

TinEs NEws NETwoRs

Ahmedahad: Taking cogni-
zance of the news report on
the Sabarmati being the se-
cond most polluted river in
India according to the Cen-

tral Pallution
Control Board
{CPCR), the

Gujarat high
court on Fri-
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motu two years ago, the
bench of Chiefl Justice So
nia Gokani and Justice Va-
ibhavi Nanavati ashed
GPCB tosupply the report of
the central body, which was
placed before the parlia-
mint by the Unjion
ministry of .Jal
Shakti.
The report
said that the

day direc- Cooum river
ted the Gu- in Tamil MNa-
jarat Pollu- — p TIMES OF INDIA ENDEAVOUR  du  is  the
ton Cont- most  pollu-
rol  Board ted,  followed

(GPCB) to place before it the
CPCRreport.

During the hearing of a
PIL that the HC had filed suo

by the Sabarmati. It revea-
led that the stretch of Sabar
mati between Raysan villa-
ge in Gandhinagar and

Times News

NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Taking cogni-

zance of the ne

ws report on

the Sabarmati being the se-
cond most polluted river in In-
dia according to the Central

Pollution

Control

Board

(CPCB), the Gujarat high co-
urton Friday directed the Gu-
jarat Pollution Control Board
(GPCB) to place before it the
CPCBreport. P2

HC seeks CPCB report on Sabarmati pollution
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Vautha village had a bloche
mical oxvgen
(BODNof 292 ma/.

Sabarmati 2nd most polluted
ST Task force had proposed
time-hound action plan

in India
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GPCHs counsel Devang

demand  Vyas assured the HC that he

wiuld place the CPCH's stu-

1|}' report on record by the
next hearing.

The report is a canse of
concern becanse (Wo Years
ago, the HC undertook an ex-
ercise to curb pollution in
Sabarmati and to rejuvena
te it.

After getting various go-
vernment agencies to pull
up its socks, the high court
ensured that the pollution of
the river was mitigated to
someextent. Since the eleva-
tionof Justice.J BPardiwala
to the Supreme Court, the
PIL has not been heard for
nearly eight months,

As the bench discussed
the CBCP report, advocate
Hemang Shah, the amicus
curiae in the case, submit-
ted that it is not possible for
this generation to reap fru
its of the exercise to clean
the river, and probahly the

nexl generation will benefit
from it.

The court even questio-
ned his perceptible pessi-
mismover the issueof pollu-
tion, and he said that hisopi-
nion is based on ground rea
lities,

Meanwhile, the HC also
sotight a report on the desil
ting to be undertaken by the
Alhmedabad Mega Clean As-
sociation (AMCA)of its Me-
ga pipeline, which has been
laid to carry trade affluents
tothe Common Effiuent Tre-
atment Plants (CETPs) and
then to the river.

AMCA said that it has
kept in abeyance Ashima
Lad's request for a connec-
tion to the pipeline to relea-
s iits effluent.

The court also discussed
the operational cost of zera
liguid discharge facility
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Let us utilise
our share of
Krishna water,
T tells KRMB

Times News NETWORK

Hyderabad: Stating that
Andhra Pradesh has utilised
its quota of water share in
Krishna water for the current
water vear, the Telangana go-
vernment said it has still 141
tmcft of its share left and ur-
ged the Krishna River Mana-
gement Board (KRMB) to al-
low them utilise it.

Telangana irrigation engi-
neer-in-chief C Muralidhar,
who attended KRMB meeting
on Friday, asked the board to
calculate the actual utilisa-
tion by AP and Telangana.

Telangana officials said
the KRMB committee should
audit water use by each state
without any delay.

AP irrigation officials co-
uld not attend the meetingdue
to a meeting on Polavaram
project in AP. The KRMB mee-
ting is likely to be held in the
next month after consulta-
tions with both the states.

Both Telanganaand AP ha-
ve been fighting over their
share in Krishna river.

While the present alloca-
tion of water between the two
states is 66:34, the Telangana
government has been asking
for 50:50.



stays NGT penalty on state

Apex court allowed state to carry on works related to drinking water

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 17

relief  to
Telangana, the
Supreme Court on
Friday stayed the 020
crore penalties and
fines imposed by a
MNational Green
Tribunal (NGT) bench
at Chennai for going
ahead with the con-
struction  works of
Palamuru-Ranga Reddy
lift irrigation scheme
(PRLIS) and Dindi irri-
gation project without
procuring environmen-
tal clearances.

The apex court also
allowed the Telangana
government to carry on
the works catering to
the drinking water

In a
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component of  the
PRLIS. The govern-
ment had submitted
that it was only going
ahead with works
meant for providing
drinking water through
the Mission Bhagiratha
in the erstwhile dis-
tricts of Mahbubnagar
and Nalgonda. The
Supreme Court bench,
comprising Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice M.M. Sund-
aresh, made it clear
that it was allowing the
works as it did not want
people to struggle for
drinking water.

The NGT southern
bench in Chennai had
on December 24, 2022,
ordered the Telangana
government to pay ¥528

crore as penalty for
damaging the environ-
ment with PRLIS and
levied 292 crore fine for
violating environmen-
tal norms in Dindi proj-
ect. For “wilful viola-
tion of its earlier
orders,” the NGT
imposed a penalty of
300 crore on
Telangana and asked it
to deposit the owverall
fine amount of 920
crore with the Erishna
River Management
Board in three months.

Counsel for Andhra
Pradesh argued that
Telangana was going
ahead with irrigation
works towards which it
has finalised hids for
lifting and pumping
around 90 TMC water

through PRLIS without
clearances.

Senior counsel
Mukhul Rohatgi, repre-
senting Telangana, sub-
mitted that works have
been stopped and the
interests of Telangana
state are being disrupt-
ed by the NGT orders.
He said that five reser-
voirs are being con-
structed for drinking
water purposes and the
first reservolr was
spread owver 24, 000
acres which is a thou-
sand times bigger than
Rashtrapati Bhavan.
He said that NGT has
ordered stopping of
constructions at a
depth of 100 to 200 fi.
according to 2050
requirements.
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Timely Jal Jan Abhian

Water conservation is in the nation’s best

interests and 1t should be taken up on priority

e Jal Jan Abhian launched by Prime Minister Modi is one of the timeliest steps
Fo conserve water and ensure that people do not feel a shortage of water in the
time to come. The Jal Jan Abhian is one of a joint nationwide campaign by Brahma
Kumaris and the Union Jal Shakti Ministry, a kind of public-private partnership but it is
all about creating awareness amongst the people and ensuring that water gets proper
attention from the government as well as the people. The Jal Jan Abhian is perfectly
synched with one of the 17 UN goals for sustainable development to be achieved by
the year 2030. Water conservation is indeed one of the most important sustainable devel-
opment programs for the country as we are running out of potable water. Most of our
water bodies including rivers are polluted and whatever fresh water we have, is often
wasted by the fortunate few while others have to fetch water from long distances. Most
rivers, lakes, and surface water in India are polluted

due to industries, untreated sewage, and solid

_'\{ wastes. Although the average annual precipitation in

& \ India is about 4000 billion cubic meters, only about
3 F 1122 billion cubic meters of water resources are avail-
able for utilization due to a lack of infrastructure. Much

of this water is unsafe because pollution degrades water

S TR o quality. Water pollution severely limits the amount of

INAUGURATION OF water available to Indian consumers, industry, and agri-
JAL JAN culture. Unfortunately, the root cause of water pollu-
ABHIAN tion is our ignorance and carelessness. We pollute rivers
ORGANISED and water bodies without even realizing it.
BY BRAHMA KUMARIS

In this context, the awareness campaign is very
necessary. The Prime Minister rightly said that it should
be a collective concern. Besides, over-exploitation of the groundwater is also a cause
of concern as the water table is going down with every passing year. This is because
we are the largest user of groundwater in the world, and most of the crops of wheat
and rice bank upon groundwater extraction putting a heavy load on the groundwater.
India uses 25 percent of all groundwater extracted globally, surpassing the USA and
China. And because 70 percent of the water supply in agriculture today is groundwa-
ter, it will remain the lifeline of India’s water supplies for years to come. The awareness
campaign will be held across the country for eight months, targeting 10 crore people.
Indeed, as the Prime Minister rightly said, there shall be a tomorrow only if there is
water, and for this, we have to make joint efforts right now!
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