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Idukki dam’s low water level
points to bleak power scene

It has storage of about 51% of its capacity, which will not suffice to meet the power demand till

June 15, say officials. Without ample summer rain, power generation in May could be impacted.

Sandeep Vellaram
IDUKKI

ith the summer
w:-:etting in, the

water level in
the Idukki dam has been
dropping and the storage
level has reached this wa-
ter year's (June to May)
lowest. According to Kerala
State Electricity Board
(KSEB) dam safety officials,
the level has dipped con-
siderably when compared
to the same day the pre-
vious year. The water level
was 2,356.68 ft on Thurs-
day and the present stor-
age level was 51.48% as
against 72.37% last year.
The water level on the
same day last year was
2,378.60 ft.

Reasons for low storage
“The absence of proper
northeast monsoon and

Downward trend

Idukki dam_ Water level
Full reservoir level Feb.23,2023 | 2,356.68%t | 51.48%
2,403 ft | Feb.23,2022 | 2,3786ft | 72.37%
Storage in key hydel dams on Tuesday
Pampa 59%  Thariyode 46%
Sholayar 92%  Anayirankal 100%
Edamalayar 52%  Ponmudi 68% -
Kundala 94%  Neriamangalam 43% : — i
Mattupetty 86%  Peringalkuthu  24% "
Kuttiyady 47%  Lower Periyar 65%

The absence of proper northeast
monsoon and water release from the

dam resulted in the low storage this year.

KSEB DAM SAFETY OFFICIAL

water release from the
Idukki dam resulted in the
low storage this year,” said
a KSEB dam safety official.

“The dam shutters were
opened last August to fol-

low the rule curve. The
shutters of the Cheruthoni
dam were opened from
August 7 to 14, 2022 and
109.592 million cubic
metres (mcm) of water was

released. The released wa-
ter could have generated
161.24 million units (mu) of
power,” said the official.
The official said the new
water year begins on June
1. “At present, Idukki has
storage of over 51% of its to-
tal capacity, which will not
be enough to meet the
power demand till June 15.
If we do not get proper
summer rain it will affect
the power generation in
May,” said the official.
“Also, if power genera-
tion in the Moolamattom
power plant is reduced, it
will affect the quantity of
tail race water (water re-
leased from the power
plant to the Muvattupuzha
river after power genera-
tion), which, in turn, will
affect the availability of
drinking water in Ernaku-
lam and Alappuzha dis-
tricts,” said the official.
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Over 8 mn new tap
connectionsin UP

he Uttar Pradesh government has
provided tap water connections to more

than 8.1 million rural households in the
state including over 830,000 in Bundelkhand
and around 350,000 in Vindhya regions under
the Jal Jeevan Mission, according to official
data.

The latest data sourced from the UP Jal
Shakti ministry showed that the state ranks
fourth in the country in terms of providing
functional household tap connections (FHTC)
under the Jal Jeevan Mission—Har Ghar Jal
initiative of the Centre.

According to the data, as of 21 February,
Bihar tops among states having provided 15.9
million tap water connections, whereas
Maharashtra is second with 10.7 million and
Gujarat comes third with 9.1 million
connections to rural households.

The statistics showed that tap water
connections have been provided to altogether
8.1 million rural householdsin UP to date.  pTI
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DHARA 2023: Annual Meet
qf“‘lliver-ciligs Alliance”

4okl :

National Mission for Clean
Ganga and National Institute of
Urban Affairs organised DHA-
RA 2023- Driving Holistic Ac-
tion for Urban Rivers on Feb
13-14 in Pune. The opening ses-
sion was presided over by the
Union Minister for Jal Shakti
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.
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