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Joshimath to be discussed at
disaster risk reduction meet

Narendra Modi to inaugurate session on March 10; official says an expert committee on the

Uttarakhand town has suggested a complete halt to any kind of construction activity in the area

The session is aligned

with the 10-point agenda
promulgated by the Prime
Minister to build local ca-
pacities, especnallyamlda

families were shifted to safe zones.

way forward for disaster
management in  the
country.

“Duemcﬁmdmnge

awareness about disaster
management to the local
level,” said Mr. Kishore.
Responding to a ques-
tion by The Hindu on
whether Joshimath land
subsidence will be dis-
cussed, Mr. Kishore said

;.lm Joshimath wa§ declared a landslip-subsidence zone in January, and more than 180

“all disaster-related issues
will be discussed.”

He added that one ses-
simwasdedimtedwana

General, NDRF, said Com-

mandant Gurvinder Singh,
who led the operation in
Turkey, will make a pre-
sentation at the confe-
rence.

A senior official said the
expert committee, that
was formed after local peo-
ple in Joshimath com-
plained of cracks and fis-
sures at their homes and
commercial spaces, had
suggested a complete halt
on any kind of construc-
tionacuwtymthearea
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NEW DELHI: The ongoing water
crisis in several parts of the Capi-
tal is likely to intensify with the
low levels of water in the Yamuna
affecting production of fresh
water ata second treatment plant,
officials aware of the matter said.
The officials said the water
level in the Yamuna has reached
6717 feet, almost 2.8 feet below
the normal levels of 674.5 frat the
Wazirabad barrage -- considered
thestandard for measuring water
in the river. Water level in the
river had started dipping since
February 25, when the first alert
was issued by Delhi Jal Board.
Lowwater levels had earlier hit
production at the Wazirabad
treatment plant, and now produc-
tion at the Chandrawal plant has
also been hit. While officials say
there is no clear distribution of
the areas under these two water
treatment plants, they cover parts
of north, south and central Delhi.
To be sure, several areas in south
and north Delhi such as Mool-
chand, South Extension, Greater
Kailash, Civil Lines and Model
Town have been getting water at
low pressure since February 25.
A senior DJB spokesperson
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Water crisis may worsen as levels
in Yamuna dip further, 2 plants hit

Poor flow from Haryana affects supply: DJB

{ AFFECTED AREAS

671.75t

Current water
level in Yamuna

Wazirabad

{lorma] water 50

said Yamuna continues to receive
poor flow of raw water from Har-
yana which has led to an acute
shortage of water in the Wazira-
bad pond. “Both the main water
treatment plants (Wazirabad and
Chandrawal) are now working at
low efficiency,” official added.
Delhi primarily gets 40% raw

of normal
capacity

TWO WATER TREATMENT PLANTS HIT
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water from Yamuna through Har-
yana and rest from Ganga from
Uttar Pradesh and Bhakra Nangal
from Punjab. The Wazirabad Bar-
rage forms the primary holding
area where raw water is lifted for
Wazirabad and Chandrawal treat-
ment plants.

According to the DJB status
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report on Monday evening, the
Wazirabad plant was operating at
60% capacity and Chandrawal
plant at 75% capacity. DJB oper-
ates nine treatment plants.

Of of the total 995 MGD (mil-
lion gallons per day) of Delhi's
daily water supply — almost a
quarter of the overall supply (over

230 MGD) is supplied by Chan-
drawal and Wazirabad plants.
“When the water levels go down
in the river or we face increased
pollution in the river stream,
Wazirabad, Chandrawal and
Okhla plants are impacted,” the
DJB official added.

According to a DJB advisory on
Monday, water supply may be
available at low pressure in Civil
lines, Kamla Nagar, Shakti Nagar,
Karol Bagh, Paharganj and
NDMC areas. It added that the
supply may also be hit in New
Rajinder Nagar, Patel Nagar,
Kalkaji, Govindpuri, Tughlaka-
bad, Sangam Vihar and Ambed-
kar Nagar. “Public is advised to
make judicious use of water and
water tankers will be made avail-
able,” the advisory said.

Rajeev Suri, a resident of
Defence Colony, said some parts
of the colony has been getting
water at low pressure for the past
one week. "By Monday, we have
seen only partial restoration of
water supply,” he said. Rahul
Seth, a resident of Ratan Park said
neighbourhoods in Ramesh
Nagar and Moti Nagar have not
received regular water supply
since March 3. "DJB should at
least tell us when the water sup-
ply will be restored,” he said.
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TS, AP agree to link
Godavari, Cauvery

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 6

Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh have agreed ‘in
principle’ to interlink the
Godavari and Cauvery
rivers. The agreement
came at a meeting of the
task force of the National

Water Development
Agency in the city on
Monday.

Task force chairman
Sriram Vedire said both
states had presented their
views on detailed project
report on the linking of

the rivers. The two states
had said that they had no
objection to the linking of
rivers as long as surplus
waters were supplied
through the interlinkage
and not from the allocated
gquota.

The meeting, chaired by
the NWDA director gener-
al Bhupal Singh, dis-
cussed in detail the inter-
linking of the Krishna-
Godavari-Pennar-
Cauvery rivers.

M Page 5: TS asks water
panel to clear projects

STATE ASKS
WATER PANEL TO
CLEAR PROJECTS

From page 1

Vedire said, adding that fur-
ther progress on the river link-
age plan will take place after

concurrence

from

Chhattisgarh is received, as
per a request from Telangana.
Telangana irrigation depart-

ment's

engineer-in-chief

Muralidhar said the state
requested NWDA to ensure the

state's
receive approvals.

irrigation projects

The meeting was attended by

representatives

from

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and

Kerala.
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Saxena reviews Yamuna cleaning
drive, calls it ‘massive turnaround’

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 6

A LITTLE over a fortnight after
they were launched, Lieutenant
GavernorVinai Kumar Saxena in-
spected the progress made by
cleaning operations underwayat
the Yamuna on Monday.

Over anearly 20-minute boat
ride, Saxena witnessed whatL-G
House officials termed a “massive
turnaround” in terms of garbage
removal and water quality in the
river since February 16 at Qudsia
Ghat near ISBT in Kashmere Gate.

Apart from putting in place a
'Drain BOD Reducing' technique
to treat drains falling into
Yamuna — under which various
contraptions in the form of lime
and alum box and improvised
stone weir have beeninstalled in
the Qudsia Drain — afloating de-
bris catcher net, floating boom
and mechanical aerator system
(fountain) have also been put in

The L-G inspected the drive's
progress on Monday

place as part of the cleanliness
drive.

This,RajNiwas said, had led to
the water in this section having
been “completely cleaned” of all
garbage, hyacinth and plastic
waste using floating booms and
amechanised conveyor machine
installed along the river bank.

“As aresult, the stink, which
was earlier unbearable for even
10 minutes, has reduced signifi-

cantly. An artificial wetland sys-
tem comprising root treatment
plants, namely canna indica and
vetiver grass, has been created to
clean the sewage water coming
in from Qudsiadrainand riverine
grasses have been planted to sta-
bilise the banks of the drain. A
monitoring hut made of bamboo
has been set up at the Ghat,” Raj
Niwas stated.

Biological Oxygen Demand is
the amount of dissolved oxygen
that microorganisms like bacte-
ria need to oxidise and hence sig-
nificant for water quality; the trial
of “drain BOD reducing” tech-
nique is being done for the first
time on Qudsia drain and the
Yamuna, the technique will be
replicated at other locations. On
the other hand, Raj Niwas stated,
the territorial army provided by
the National Mission for Clean
Ganga is ensuring that the
cleaned stretches of the flood-
plains are neither polluted nor
encroached upon again.



EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH B

WITH WATER levels in the
Yamuna remaining low, supply
Lo the national capital has been
affected.

While the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) had issued an alert on
February 25 waming consumers
of low supply on account of wa-
ter shortage in the river, officials
said on Monday that the water
level had not improved much
since then.

On Monday, the water level
at the Wazirabad pond was 671.7
ftagainst a normal of674.5 ft, re-
ducing the water production at
the Wazirabad plant from 134.5
MGD [ million gallons per day) to
83 MGD.

Water production at the
Chandrawal water treatment
plant, whichalso depends onthe
Wazirabad pond for raw water,
was around 75%of its regularef-
ficiency, according to a note is-
sued by the DJB.

The water level a week ago,
on February 26, was also 671.7 ft.
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Water level remains low in
Yamuna, supply affected

DJB issued an alert on Feb 25 warning consumers of low
supply on account of water shortage in the river. Archive

Water from the Wazirabad
water treatment plant s likely to
be available at low pressure till
sufficient water is received in the
river, according to the DJB.

Supply is likely to be hit in
parts of the city including Civil
Lines, Kamla MNagar, Shakti
Nagar, Karol Bagh, Paharganj,
Rajinder Magar, East and West
Patel Nagar, Inderpuri, Kalkaji,
Govindpuri, Sangam Vihar,
Tughlagabad, Sangam Vihar,

Model Town, Punjabi Bagh,
Jahangirpuri, Moolchand, South
Extension, parts of the
Cantonment, Greater Kailash,
Burari and adjoining areas.
Low water levels at
Wazirabad usually result in a
tussle between the Delhi and
Haryana governments over wa-
ter shortage in the national cap-
ital and the quantity of water
supplied from Haryana. Last
year, the DIB had written to the

Haryana Irrigation Department
requesting an additional 150
cusecs of water. It was a harsh
summer in terms of water sup-
ply last year. In June 2022, the
water level at Wazirabad had
dropped w around 667.7 It

The ammonia level in the
river was also high on Monday -
3.1 ppm (parts per million) -
against the capacity of the D|B
water treatment plants to treat
ammonia up to around 1 ppm.

Northwest India has received
low rainfall this winter. [n
February, the monthly rainfall
over northwest India was 76%
below the long-period average,
according to data from the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).

Having received norainfallin
February, the deficit in Delhi was
100%.

IMD scientists have attrib-
uted the low amount of rainfall
thiswinter to fewer western dis-
turbances affecting the plains of
northwest India. From January 1
to February 26, Haryana
recorded a rainfall deficit of
around 62%.



STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Chairman of Task Force on
Interlinking of Rivers, Sri-
ram Vedire, on Monday as-
sured that the allocated wa-
ters of both Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh would not
be touched while imple-
menting the Godavari-Kr-
ishna-Penna-Cauvery inter-
linking project and that the
unutilized waters of other
States like Chhattisgarh
would be utilized.

Sriram  Vedire, who
chaired the 17th meeting of
the Task Force on Interlink-
ing of Rivers here on Mon-
day, stated that the Centre
would obtain the appropri-
ate legal sanctions and build
a consensus amongst all the
States including Chhattis-
garh for the successful im-
plementation of the project.
Responding to Telangana’s
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AT ECURIHUULEG VT AUy

‘Won’t touch allocated waters of TS, AP’

demand to include Chhattis-
garh in the Godavari-Kr-
ishna-Penna-Cauvery inter-
linking project discussions,
he said that there was no
need for Chhattisgarh to be
included in discussion as the
Centre would involve it in
an appropriate forum.
Earlier, Telangana ex-
pressed its concern that
Chhattisgarh would have
also been invited to the
meeting, since the riverlink-
ing contemplates using the
unutilized waters of Chhat-
tisgarh. The State also men-
tioned that they have sub-
mitted few Detailed Project
Reports (DPRs) of their
projects planned on river
Godavari, and requested
that they be cleared by Cen-
tral Water Commission and
Ministry of Jal Shakti at the
earliest. Telangana assured
the Task Force that once
these DPR were cleared, it

would fully support the Go-
davari-Cauvery river inter-
linking project. The State
government also mentioned
that as long as their allo-
cated Godavari water by the
tribunal was protected, they
would support the project.

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry while ex-
pressing their full support to
the project, have requested
the task force that all efforts
be made to bring consensus
amongst all the concerned
States and the implementa-
tion of the project be taken
up at the earliest.

Andhra Pradesh stated
that the waters that have
been allocated by Godavari
Tribunal to it cannot be
spared for the project. How-
ever, it stated that as long as
their allocated waters by the
tribunal was protected, it
would fully support the in-
terlinking of river project.

The NWDA appraised the
Task Force that the prepara-
tion of DPRs of three links
Godavari (Inchampalli) Kr-
ishna (Nagarjunasagar) link,
Krishna (Nagarjunasagar)-
Pennar (Somasila) link and
Pennar (Somasila) Cauvery
(Grand Anicut) link under
“Godavari Cauvery” link
scheme has been completed
and DPR was circulated to
party States during April
2021. Four consultation
meetings with party States
have been held so far.

TFE has also recently
been prepared by it to recast
the proposal limiting the
transfer from 7000 MCM to
about 4000 MCM during
phase-1from Godavari along
with combining the pro-
posal for supplementation
in Krishna basin through
Bedti-Varada link as per de-
cision taken during third
consultation meeting.
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RAJASTHAN
Irrigation
subsidy
scheme a hit
with farmers

The Rajasthan government’s
scheme to provide subsidies
under the micro irrigation
mission to promote irrigation
through drip, sprinklers and
mini sprinklers has become
popular among farmers.
Farmers are using these
techniques and saving watet.
They are also earning good
returns by having more yield
in less area. Agriculture com-
missioner Kanaram said that
in the last four years, over
282,290 farmers have got
¥736.18 crore in subsidies.
He said 179,773 farmers
are availing of subsidies of
¥157.18 crore and irrigating
248,514 hectares with micro-
irrigation systems, while
102,518 farmers irrigating
130,036 hectares in the drip
system and received a sub-
sidy of 579 crore. ANIL SHARMA
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PM chairs meeting to
review preparedness

for hot summer this year

ks

TAKING STOCK. The PM asked IMD to issue daily weather
forecasts in a manner that can be easily understood. en

—
Prabhudatta Mishra
Mew Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday chaired a
high-level meeting of officials
and reviewed the govern-
ment’s preparedness fora pos-
sible hot summer this year
amidst rising apprehensions
about El Nino affecting mon-
soon rains. While he was
briefed about a host of issues,
including the availability of
drinking water, standing
crops, irrigation, and fodder,
Modi directed officials to pre-
pare “protocols and dos and
don’ts” for hot weather in ac-
cessible formats and well pub-
licise them.

“Prime  Minister  was
briefed about the India Met-
eorological Department’s
(IMD) weather forecast for
the next few months and on
the likelihood of a normal
monsoon,” an official state-
ment said.

Modi was briefed about the
impact of weather on Rabi
cropsand the expected yield of
major crops, officials said. He
inquired about efforts to mon-
itor irrigation, water supply,
fodder, and drinking water. As
the meeting took stock of the
preparedness of the States,
particularly in terms of hos-
pital infrastructure and the
availability of emergency sup-
plies, Modi stressed the need
for detailed fire audits of all
hospitals and that mock fire
drills be done in all hospitals.

IMD last week released the
weather forecast for the
March-May period, wherein it
has been predicted that an

overall above-normal temper-
ature will prevail in most parts
of the country. The monthly
average maximum temperat-
ure in February was the
highest, and the minimum
temperature was the fifth
highest, both sinece 1901.

ELNINO CONDITIONS
Climate agencies have been
cautioning against the pos-
sible setting in of El Nino con-
ditions this vear. Recently, the
Finance Ministry raised con-
cemns over predictions that El
Nino conditions could result
in deficient monsoon rains,
leading to lower agricultural
output and higher prices.
Officials also updated the
Prime Minister on various ef-
forts underway to prepare for
disasters related to heat and
mitigation measures, the
statement said. Modi said that
separate awareness materials
should be d for differ-
ent stakeholders, such as the
general public, medical profes-
sionals, municipal and pan-
chayat staff, and disaster re-
sponse teams. He instructed
to incorporate some multime-
dia lecture sessions in schools
to sensitise children on deal-

ing with extreme heat
conditions.
“The Prime Minister asked

IMD to issue daily weather
forecasts in a manner that can
be easily interpreted and dis-
seminated. It was also dis-
cussed that TV news channels
and FM radio could spend a
few minutes daily explaining
the daily weather forecast in a
manner that would allow cit-
izenstotake necessary precau-
tions,” the statement said.
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