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Be pro-active,
fix SYL row,
Centre told

AmitAnand.Choudhary
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New Delhi: As the dispute
between Punjab and Harya-
na over the Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) canal project has
been lingering for decades
with no sight of resolution,
the Supreme Courton Thurs-
day appealed to both states
not to be rigid and adopt a
‘give-and-take’” approach to
resolve the issue and come
out withasolution.

Abenchof JusticesSanjay
Kishan Kaul, Ahsanuddin
Amanullah and Aravind Ku-
mar also appealed to the Cen-
tre to be pro-active and play
the role of a mediator in re-
solving the dispute between
the two neighbouring stales.
It said the Centre is the final
arbiter in matters relating to
inter-state water disputes and
the government should not be
amute spectator.

“Weexpect the states tosit
together to find a way for
ward. We call upon the states
to hold meetings more fre-
quently and at the level of the
highest political dispensation
so that there is some progress
in the discussion,” the bench
said. “The Centre is the final
arbiter in such adispute, Why
do not you play a more active
role and not remain a mute
spectator: These are very com-
plex issues,” the bench told at-
torney general K Venkatara-
mani and posted the case for
hearing in October
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MEW DELHI: The ongning water
crisis im Defhi spread to the east-
ern and northeastern parts of the
city on Thursday with the supply
fram Upper Ganga Canal — a
vital source of water to Delhi,
apart from the Yamuna — getting
disrupted, according to an advi-
sony by the Delhi Jal Board (DUB).

‘Water from the Upper Ganga
Canal accounts for 26.5% of the
daily water needs of the national
capltal, and feeds two water
treatment plants of the DJB,
Sonia Vihar and Ehagirathi,
which cater to areas in east, and
north-east Delhi, and same colo-
nies in south Delhi. According to
the [NB advisory, water will be
available at low pressure in arcas
such as Vivek Vihar, Karkar-
oo, Lasemi Nagar, Shakarpur
and Patparganj in cest Delhi;
Seelampur, Shastri Park, Bra-
hampuri and Gandhinagar in
north-east Delhi; and Lodhi
Road, Kaka Nagar, Greater Kai-
lash, South Extension and Vasant
Kunj in sowth Delhi.

Several areas in north, central
and south Delhi were already
Facimg water supply isswes due to
low levels of water in the
Yamuna as well as higher ammo-
nia content in the river water
leading to inadequate treatment
and production of water at the
Chandrawal and Wagirabad
plants.

DB treats water at nine plants
across Delhi. These facilities are
fed raw water mainly through
the Yamuna and the Ganga.
Yamumna's water primarily
reaches Delhi from Haryana
through Munak Canal, Carrier
Lined Channel and Delhi Sub-
branch canal while the Upper
Ganga Canal brings Ganga water
to Dedhi through Murad Nagar in
Ustar Pradesh’s Ghaziabad dis-
trict.

Ewery year, the Delhi govern-
ment complains about the low
quantum of water being released
by Haryana upstream, as well as
presence of industrial pollutants
in the raw water coming from
the drains of the Panipat indus-
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Water supply from Ganga canal hit
as DJB warns of tough days ahead
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Capacity: 20mgd
Supplies to: North
West Delhi

trial area. Haryana has repeat-
edly denied these allegations and
has maintained that the Capital s
petting more than its kegitimite
share of water. While the water
supply from the Yamuna fluctu-
ates every few months, disrup-
tions from the Upper Ganga
Canal are bess frequent — usually
when the canal is being repaired
or desilting operations are being

carried out

Rajesh Panwar, chairman,
Federation of Vasant Kunj Rwas,
said, "We are located at the tail-
end of the water supply lines
comming from Sonka Vihar water
treatment plant and we are the
first one to be impacted in any
crisis, The water reservoir
located in the Bl area of Vasant
Kuni is not getting replenished

Capa:ﬂ'f. A0mgd
Supplies to
West Delhi

&
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MAIN - SOmgd
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Chandrawal | Wazirabad WTP Bl Bhagirathi Ranney
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due wwhich the supply to other
pockets fed by this reservodr is
also getting impacted. Parts of D
and B block are affected, We
hope the problem is rectified
aoin.”

B3 Vohra, who heads the East
Delhi RWA joint front. said,
“Water from external sources are
bevond our control so we must
think of innovative ways o can-

Supplies to; Morth-
Weit, Central and
Morth Delhi

Supplies to: Mew
Delbd, Central and
parts of North

servewater, Sustained efforts are
required to conserve rainwater
in monscon and divert it to reser-
voirs, Has government provided
any funds in the recent budaet to
prevent waterlogging and divert
this water for storage?”
According to officials of the
Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam, the
Upper Ganga Canal was shut
around 4pm on March 21 from

Supphies to
East Delhi

How Delhi consumes its water
L~ Ganga, ¥ia Upper 70,9 Tap water spply irside the househokd
Ganga Canal 10,8 Drinking water from taps outside the premises
13.1—mm 7.7% Bottled can water
(Ravi Beas) .04 Water tankers
9.6 _ ground water aquifers | 0,96 Hand pump water for drinking

Haridwa to avoid the deposition
of silt due to excess rainfall in
upstream areas, “Farmers also
don't need water, as it is harvest-
ing time. 5o, this has reduced
supply by abour S0 We expect
the canal to resume operations in
a week,” said Unmesh Shukla,
executive engineer, UP Jal
Nigam, adding the canal is
cleanad of silt every vear.
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