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Closure of Indira
Canal to affect
parched Rajasthan

Mohammed Igbal
JAIPUR

The closure of the Indira
Gandhi Canal, considered
the lifeline for northern
and western Rajasthan dis-
tricts, for two months be-
ginning this week, for re-
pair  and relining of
feeders, is set to have an
impact on the drinking and
irrigation needs of 175
crore people in the State.
Numerous cattle, indus-
trial usage, and Army can-
tonments along the inter-
national border will also be
affected.

The repairs have been
necessitated because of the
dilapidated condition of
the canal at several places,
which has led to seepage of
water, in addition to the
risk of damage when water
is supplied at full capacity.

The canal will be closed
till the end of May, alth-
ough partial flow of water
will be allowed during the
first fortnight of April only
for drinking water needs.
The canal traverses seven
districts — Sriganganagar,
Hanumangarh, Bikaner,
Churu, Jodhpur, Jaisalmer
and Barmer — all of which
will be affected during the
zero flow of water from
mid-April to May.

Public Health Engineer-
ing Department (PHED}
Chief Engineer Neeraj
Mathur said water supply
in Jodhpur would be main-
tained during the summer
months by filling up the re-
servoir adjacent to the
main canal. Mr. Mathur
said the closure would in-
clude the Harike Barrage in
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Punjab as well, from where
the canal begins.

About 10,110 million
litres of water have been
stored in the Nokha Daiya
dam in the neighbouring
Nagaur district, and 2,800
borewells and 3,900 hand-
pumps have been identi-
fied for ensuring drinking
water supply. The PHED's
Modal Officer, Ramchandra
Rad, said a “water holiday™
would be observed on ev-
ery Sunday.

Hansraj Godara, Sar-
panch of Lilala village in
Barmer district, said that
though the stoppage of wa-
ter supply would create dif-
ficulties in the region, al-
ternative  arrangements
would be made with the
administration’s help.

The district administra-
tion in Jaisalmer has for-
mulated plans to supply
water by tankers to far-off
villages. The main canal's
total length of 445 km in
the State is expected to get
additional water by saving
on the considerable seep-
age losses after the relining
work, which will benefit
the people downstream.
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India must take water action to ensure economic growth

JHEASOHAN SHARMA
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Shrinking glaciers

Lack of govt data surprising; urgent action needed

resources, tabled in Parliament on Wednesday, has rightly empha-

sised that a dedicated Mountain Hazard and Research Institute be
set up to oversee and coordinate the work done by various organisations in
the multi-dimensional field of global warming-induced glacial melting in
the Himalayas. This is necessary as the government, surprisingly, lacks
reliable data on the loss of glacial volume or warming since 1950 or the loss
projected by 2100 because none of its organisations, including the GSI,
ISRO and GST, have conducted specific studies on the subject. The data is
crucial for anticipating and mitigating potential cataclysmic changes that
make the region flood-prone. For, any change in the glacial melt impacts
the hydrological cycles of major rivers like the Indus, Brahmaputra and
Ganga and the areas they serve, including the hills and plains.

Most assessments point to an alarming situation and red-flag adverse
socio-economic ramifications. Last February, Parliament was informed
by the Ministry of Earth Sciences, on the basis of a study, that Himalayan
glaciers had lost ice 10 times more quickly over the last few decades than
the average. Significantly, an array of studies monitored by various gov-
ernment institutes of India have also reported an accelerated heteroge-
neous mass loss in the glaciers. Glacial melting leads to the formation of
glacial lakes, which can accelerate flash floods, impacting hydel projects
and agro practices. A well-coordinated government study looking into
various dimensions rather than isolated works done so far would put
things in a better perspective, leading to a holistic approach to address-
ing the hydro-geological hazards.

Concrete scientific and preventive work is essential as the Himalayan
region has suffered extreme weather events recently. Still fresh in memo-
ry are the devastating floods of Pakistan in 2022 and of Chamoli in 2021; the
2013 flash floods of Uttarakhand occurred after a portion of the Nanda Devi
glacier fell into the Rishi Ganga river, exponentially increasing the volume
of the water. There are untold socio-economic consequences of glacial melt-
ing. As tackling global warming remains a challenging task, the urgency
of mitigating glacial melting cannot be overemphasised.

r I VHE report of the parliamentary standing committee on water
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