234 dams over

100 years old,
warns Parl panel

\parliamentar.\' panel has
[ \expressed its concerns
over the safety of aging dams,
saying there are 224 functio-
nal large dams in India which
are over 100 years old—some
of them over 300 years old:
—but so far none of these
dams has been decommissio-
ned, reports Vishwa
Mohan. Dam decommissio
ning is a very long process,
which includes removal of
hydro-electric generation fa-
cilities & recontouring of ri-
ver channels. National Regis-
ter of Large Dams ('19) shows
MP has the highest number
(63) of over 100-yearold dams
followed by Maharashtra (44),
Gujarat (30), Rajasthan (25) &
Telangana (21).P7
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Over 100-yr-old, yet functional:
House panel red flags 234 dams

Vishwa.Mohan

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A parliamentary
panel has expressed con-
cernsover the safety of aging
dams in the country, saying
there are 234 functional large
dams in India which are more
than 100 years old — some of
them over 300 years old — but
so far none of these dams
have been decommissioned.
Dam decommissioning is
a very long process which in-
cludes removal of hvdro-elec-
tric generation facilities and
recontouring of river chan-
nels through ecologically via-
ble interventions in the catch-
mentareas, Sincedams havea
life span, few countries, inclu-
ding the US, have decommiss-
ioned their dams and restored
the natural low of rivers.
Though the dams are nor-
mally designed for 100 vearsof
useful age and their function-
al life also gets decreased with
progressive reservoir sedi-
mentation concurrently re-
ducing project benefits, none
of the dams have, so [ar, been
decommissioned in India.
The parliamentary panel
— standing committec on wa-
ter that submitted its report
to Parliament on March 20 —
recommended the Jal Shakti
ministry take suitable mea-
sures for evolving a “viable
mechanism to assess the lives
and operations of the dams”
and also persuade the states
todecommission those which
have outlived their lifespan.
Dam safety has always
been an issue in the country

UNSAFE DAMS?

No. of functional large dams which ‘ 23 4
are more than 100 years old
15 OLDEST DAMS STATES HAVING
MORE THAN 100
YEARS OLD DAMS
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which in the past reported as
many as 36 dam disasters wh-
ich include the worst one in
Gujarat (Machu dam in Mor-
bi) where around 2,000 people
died and over 12,000 houses
were destroved in 1979,

The panel was informed
by the ministry that “there is
no mechanism to assess the
viable lifespan and perform:
anceof dams”. Regularmain-
tenance of dams is. however.
undertaken for their health
assessment and safety The
dams are mostly owned by
state  governments/public
sector undertakings (PSUs)/
private agencies which carry

out the operation and mainte-
nance (O&M) works of the
dams intheir jurisdiction.
The Centre legislated the
Dam Safety Act in 2021 to pro-
vide for surveillance, inspec-
tion, O&M of aspecified dam.
The panel also noted chal-
lenges in water sector and pit-
ched for a need to adopt multi-
pronged strategy such as “str-
engtheningof legal and instit-
utional framework™ for water
conservation, crop diversifi-
cation, growing of crops re-
quiring less water, revival of
dry springs, floodwater har-
vesting and ensuring better
percolationof rainwater.
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Hailstorm, untimely rains
hit wheat crops over 5.23L
hectare in three states

Farmers stare at vield loss

NEW DELHI/CHANDI-
GARH/BHOPAL/JAIPUR:
Untimely rains, hailstorm and
strong winds have impacted
wheat crop across more than
5.23 lakh hectare in three
states, triggering fears of huge
yield loss for farmers and har-
vesting challenges.

India is one of the major
producers of wheat, a key sta-
ple for a significant popula-
tion, and the crop damage
scenario also comes against
the backdrop of persisting
high inflation and food secu-
rity woes globally amid geo-
political uncertainties.

Around 5.23 lakh hectare
of wheat crop is estimated to
have been damaged in three
states -- Madhya Pradesh, Raj-

asthan and Uttar Pradesh --
due to the inclement weather,
according to officials.

The assessment of wheat
crop damage in Punjab and
Haryana is underway, they
said. This year, the wheat
sown area is around 34 mil-
lion hectare, The government
is estimating a record 112.2
million tonne wheat output in
the ongoing 2022-23 crop year
(July-June), the officials said.

Turn to P4

Hailstorm

Union Agriculture Sec-
retary Manoj Ahuja said the
government on Monday will
review along with state gov-
ernments the extent of dam-
age caused to wheat and
other rabi crops because of
the fresh spell of untimely
rains received in the last two
to three days.

Wheat is a major rabi
(winter) crop. Rains have
come at a time when the crop
was almost ready for harvest-
ing. In some parts of Mad-
hya Pradesh, the government
procurement at minimum
support price has begun.

Since the last two weeks,
major wheat growing
states of Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh and Mad-
hya Pradesh have received
unseasonal rains accompa-
nied by thunderstorm, hail-
storm and gusty wind due to
the western disturbances. The
untimely rains are expected
to continue for a few more
days.

“There is a heavy loss to
the wheat crop because of the
inclement weather. Against
an average yield of 20 quin-
tals per acre, this time it will
drop to 10-11 quintals an
acre,” worried grower Bhu-
pinder Singh from village
Badarpur in Punjab’s Mohali
district, said.

Singh,who has grown
the winter crop over 34-acre
of land in Badarpur, said
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