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Joint survey on
Polavaram: CWC

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 3

The Central Water
Commission (CWC) on
Monday ordered the
Polavaram Project
Authority (PPA) and the
AP government to con-
duct a joint survey on the
submergence areas of
Telangana on account of
the dam’s backwaters.
While expressing his
discontent over the delay
in conducting the survey,
CWC chairman Kushvi-
nder Vohra ordered the
PPA to hold a meeting
with AP and Telangana
officials on April 10 to
take necessary measures
for the joint survey.
During a meeting in
New Delhi on Monday,
the Telangana govern-

ment took strong excep-
tion to AP delaying the
survey even after the
CWC gave orders in
January. The Telangana
government informed the
CWC that it would not
accept the Gopalakrishna
committee's 2011 survey
and demanded a fresh
joint survey. Officials
from Odisha and Chhatt-
isgarh, who attended the
meeting, also demanded a
fresh survey citing sub-
mergence in several areas
in their respective states.

Telangana, Odisha, and
Chhattisgarh govern-
ments had earlier peti-
tioned the Supreme Court
against the Polavaram
project.

M Page 5: Fresh survey urged
for Manuguru water plant

FRESH SURVEY
URGED FOR
WATER PLANT

FROM PAGE 1

Following the SC’s directive to
the Centre to reach a consen-
sus on this matter, the CWS
convened two meetings with
all states. On Monday, the third
meeting was conducted. The
Telangana officials informed
the CWC that the Telangana
government was not opposed
to the construction of the
Polavaram project, but was
concerned about the submer-
gence of areas. It also demand-
ed that the fresh survey

encompass
heavy

the
water

Manuguru
plant and

Bhadrachalam temple areas,
following the massive floods in
Godavari in July last year.
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GOANOQTICETO
MAHA GOVT OVER
VIRDI DAM WORK

PANAJI: Goa has asked Maha-
rashtra to immediately stop
building the Virdi dam on a trib-
utary of the Valvanti river, work
on which was halted in 2015 by
the Mhadei Water Dispute Tri-
bunal, which had said the dam
could only be constructed after
abtaining environmental and
other statutory clearances.

“We have issued notice to the
Maharashtra government over
the work they have started and
asked them to immediately stop
the work,” Goa chief minister
Pramod Sawart said on Mon-
day. “I have also asked to
inquire into the permissions
they have, if any.” Work on the
dam has started in full swing,
according to environmentalist
Rajendra Kerkar, Goa’s expert
witness before the tribunal.
“The consequences of this dam
will be felt in Sanquelim, Bardez
and Bicholim because the San-
quelim and Podocem water
treatment plants rely on water
from the Valvanti River for their
raw supply,” Kerkar said.

Meanwhile, the Maharashtra
water resources department in
a clarification said they are
ready to deliberate upon the
concerns raised by the authori-
ties in Goa before proceeding
with the work. It also stated that
they do not require environ-
mental clearance before taking
up the project.

“As far as grievances raised
by the Goa government are con-
cerned, officers ‘rom Maharash-
tra will have deliberations with
them. After taking them into
confidence, thz Maharashtra
government will proceed with
the project work,” read the clar-
ification. HTC
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CWC directs
joint survey
on Polavaram
impact

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Following the Telangana
government’s appeal to the
Centre to conduct a study
to observe the effects on
the backwaters of the Go-
davari due to the construc-
tion of the Polavaram irri-
gation project in Andhra
Pradesh, the Central Water
Commission (CWC) di-
rected the latter and
Polavaram Project Author-
ity (PPA) to conduct a joint
survey on the effect of
Polavaram backwaters.

The CWC issued an ulti-
matum to the PPA asking it
to complete the survey ina
fixed time frame and asked
it to hold a meeting with
the irrigation officials of
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh on April 10 to dis-
cuss the issue.

Telangana, AP, Odisha
and Chhattisgarh had ap-
proached the Supreme
Court expressing technical
objections regarding the
Polavaram project, and in
this context, the court or-
dered a consensus with all
the States.

As part of this, the CWC
held a meeting in New
Delhi to discuss the effects
on the backwaters of Go-
davari due to the construc-
tion of the project on Mon-
day. The views and
objections of the States
were discussed and CWC
chairman Kushwinder
Vohra directed officials to
discuss the previous stud-
ies and maps prepared by
both the States on floods.
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Ammonia in river at new
high, city taps to run dry

New Delhi: Water supply tose-
veral parts of the city was lik-
ely tobe hit from Monday night
asammonia in the Yamuna to
uched the highest concentra
tion ever recorded by the Delhi
Jal Board, officials said, re-
ports Siddhanta Mishra.

In a statement, DJB said
ammonia levels in the river
had exceeded 8 parts per mil-
lion (ppm), which means lar-
ge amounts of untreated in-
dustrial chemicals and sewa-
ge had entered the river from
Haryanaand pelluted the raw
water supply chain.

The previous highest am-
monia concentration was
7.5ppm, recorded in April last

AT 25-50% CAPACITY

> Over 8ppm of ammonia at
Wazirpur plant, highest ever
recorded. Previous highest
was 7.5ppm in April 2022

> 1ppm is current treatable
capacity of WTPs. Wazirabad
operating at 25-50% capacity
> Areas to be hit include South
Ex, GK, Lutyens' zone, Rajinder
Nagar, Patel Nagar, Punjabi
Bagh, Delhi cantt, Civil Lines,
Kamla Nagar, Model Town

year DJB's water treatment
plants can only handle up to
Ippmof ammonia.

» Production down, P 4

Production Down To 25-50%
At 2 Water Treatment Plants

No Corrective Action Taken By Haryana, Say DJB Officials

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The reduction in
water supply due to an unprece-
dented spike in ammonia levels
in the Yamuna is likely to affect
many partsof thecity including
VVIP establishments such as
Rashtrapati Bhawan, prime
minister’s residence, parlia-
menthouse, Supreme Courtand
highoourt and diplomaticareas,
the Delhi Jal Board said.

“Due to high levels of pollu-
tants, ammonia more than 8 ppm.
being recetved inriver Yamunaat
the Wazirabad pond, production
has been curtailed to 23-50% at
water treatment plantsof Wazira-
bad and Chandrawal, Therefore,
water supply will be available at
low pressure from the evening of
April 3 till the situation im-
proves,” the DJB statement said.

IMB is responsible for the
supply of potablewater in Delhi,
for which they are mainly de-
pendent on the supply of raw wa-
ter in Yamuna, which flows into
the capital through Harvana.

“Around 4pm on Monday
evening, werecorded the high-
est ammonia levels at our Wa-
zirahad water treatment plant.
Till the levels reduce, the
plants will not be able to work
at required capacity”™aDJBof-
ficer told TOL.

Since last year, the DJB has
been complaining about high lev-
els of ammonia in the Yamuna

LEFT HIGH AND DRY
Current Three water treatment | Points in Haryana where sewage, effluents and
ammonia levels  plants that directly treat | untreated chemicals enter drains, polluting the Yamuna
in Yamuna Yamuna water have | Nathupura, Piau Manihari, Barotha at Sonipat
more than been affected
8ppm AREAS HIT
A SOUTH DELHI
o WY, -
h ] feater
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© Kalkaji
© Govindpuri
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© 01d and New Rajendra Nagar
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originating from Harvana, The
monitoring team of IMB that reg-
ularly surveys the river found
that the reason for the high am-
monia concentration was the
mixing of raw sewage drain wa-
ter through two drains that flow
intothe Yamunaat various points
such as Nathupur village, Barro-
ta village in Sonipat and Khojki-
pur near Panipat, all of whichare

in Harvana, officials said.

According 1o the officials,
the problem has been commu-

nicated to Haryana's irriga-
tiondepartmenton many ocea-
sions but there has been no im-
provement in the situation.

“Public is advised to make
judicious use of water. They
may also contact the central
control room at telephone nos.
1916/ 23527679/ 23634469 for wa-
ter-related problems and the
demand of tankers,” the DJB
statement added.

Last month, chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal had announced

that the DJB will construct its
own ammonia treatment plant
after the Haryana government's
nenoooperation on the issue
According to the government.
the discharge of large amounts
of ammonia and industrial
wastewater intothe Yamunariv-
er by Harvana has been obstruct-
ing the functioning of Delhi's
water treatment plants.

There was no response
from Haryana's irrigation de-
partment togueries from TOL
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10% of wheat crop damaged
due to untimely rains: Centre

‘Better vield prospects in late-sown areas are expected to make up for the production loss’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Monday said about 8-10 per
cent of the wheat crop is esti-
mated to have been damaged
due to recent untimely rains
and hailstorms in key pro-
ducing states, but better yield
prospects in late-sown areas
are expected to make up for the
production loss.

Despite the recent inclem-
ent weather, Agriculture Com-
missioner P K Singh asserted
that the country’s total wheat
production will touch a record
112.2 million tonnes this year
as per the second estimate of
the agriculture ministry.

India is one of the major
producers of wheat, a key sta-
ple for a significant population,
and the crop damage scenario
also comes against the back-
drop of persisting high infla-
tion and food security woes
globally amid geopolitical
uncertainties.

Since the last few weeks,
major wheat-growing states
of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
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» Despite the recent inclement weather, Agriculture
Commissioner P K Singh asserted that the country's total
wheat production will touch a record 112.2 million tonnes
this year as per second estimate of the agriculture ministry

» Since the last few weeks, major wheat-growing states
of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh have received unseasonal rains accompanied
by thunderstorms, hailstorms and gusty winds due to the
Western disturbances at a fime when the crop was almost

ready for harvesting

have received unseasonal
rains accompanied by thun-
derstorms, hailstorms and
gusty winds due to the West-
ern disturbances at a time when
the crop was almost ready for
harvesting.

Speaking after a review
meeting with senior officials
of the major wheat-growing
states on the extent of crop
damage, Singh said: “The
untimely rains and hailstorms
have caused both the crop loss
at some places as well as yield
gains in late sown areas.”

About “8-10 per cent wheat
crop damage” is estimated in

areas that were affected by
lodging (falling of plants to
the ground) due to hailstorms,
thunderstorm and high-veloc-
ity winds, he said.

The extent of damage to
wheat acreage is not much
considering the country’s total
wheat sown area of 34 million
hectares this year, he said.

In other places where there
were no hailstorms and strong
winds, the Agriculture Com-
missioner said untimely rains
have improved the soil mois-
ture and further boosted the
yield prospects of the wheat
crop.

The fall in temperature
during the grain filling stage
further improves the yield, he
said.

Singh further said: “More
area has gained from untimely
rains and the crop yields are
likely to be higher by 10-15 per
cent in late sown areas.”

In Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, 80 per cent of the
wheat crop has been harvested,
therefore there has not been
much damage to the crop in
these two states, he said.

In other states, about 25 per
cent of the area under wheat
in Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and

Haryana was sown late and the
untimely rains in these places
are helping the crop growth,
he added.

“So, the likely dent to be
caused due to the crop dam-
age will be offset by the gains
in yields. We will no doubt
achieve the record wheat pro-
duction as per the second
advance estimate of the agri-
culture ministry,” Singh said.

The ministry has pegged
a record 112.2 million tonne
wheat output in the ongoing
2022-23 crop year (July-June).

Last year, unseasonal rains
and heat waves led to a fall in
domestic wheat production,
forcing the government to ban
exports to check rising domes-
tic prices.

According to state official
data, about 5.23 lakh hectares
of wheat crop is estimated to
have been damaged in three
states of Madhya Pradesh, Raj-
asthan and Uttar Pradesh due
to the inclement weather. The
assessment of damage in Pun-
jab and Haryana is underway.

Wheat is a major rabi (win-
ter) crop.
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Provide daily updates,
raise sewage treating
capacity, CM tells DJB

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Monday directed the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) to give
daily reports on water pro-
duction and supply as well
as instances of water leak-
age or theft directly to him
for necessary action.

At a review meeting, he
also asked DJB officials to
prepare a comprehensive
plan to reuse treated sew-
age and quickly dispose of
pending cases on installa-
tion of borewells and re-
verse osmosis (RO) plants.

After the CM stressed on
increasing the capacity of
all sewage treatment plants
(STPs), the officials assured
him that the total capacity
would be increased to 950
million gallons per day by
next year.

The DJB has already
made a plan to reuse treat-
ed sewage from STPs, the
officials added.

Most of the sewage gen-
erated in Delhi flows into
the Yamuna, becoming a
major cause of pollution. At
present, 33% of Delhi's sew-
age is not treated.

Mr. Kejriwal asked that
measures be taken to en-
sure that 100% of the treat-
ed water is utilised.

He also directed that
parks around STPs receive
water through pipelines,
and sought a study for simi-
lar supply to parks and
green areas further away.

In a statement, the DJB
said it will set up 500 RD
plants with tube wells in
water-scarce areas, includ-
ing unauthorised colonies
in the first phase. These

S
E‘,aﬁ.’ =

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
during a Delhi Jal Board review
meeting on Monday, ANI

areas currently do not have
piped water supply and de-
pend on water tankers. The
DJB has identified 471 loca-
tions in the first phase for
installing RO plants.

The board said that it is
setting up 30 RO plants of
50,000-litre per day capac-
ity as a pilot project, with
two already having been in-
stalled at the Jharoda Go-
vernment School and Sha-
lur Basti.

RO plants

“Meanwhile, work on two
maore RO plants is going on
in the Hari Nagar Assembly
constituency. Land surveys
for the remaining RO plants
are being finalised in coor-
dination with elected repre-
sentatives to identify availa-
ble land. After the
installation of the RO
plants, RFID cards will be
issued to local people to en-
sure they receive adequate
supply of clean water,” the
statement said.

The CM also instructed
the CEO of DJB to speak to
the Delhi Development
Authority  (DDA)  about
pending permissions for
tube wells.
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