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DJB: Raw water released
to flush Yamuna pollution

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Jal Board
(DJE) on Tuesday initated a
series of steps to restore the
operations of two of the Capital’s
largest water treatment plants
after ammonia levels in the
Yamuna rose on Monday, affect-
ing water supply to various parts
of north and west Delhi.

According to DJB officials,
ammenia levels at Wazirabad
barrage, which feeds the Wazira-
bad and Chandrawal water treat-
ment plants, were 81ppm on
Monday night, 6ppm on Tuesday
morning and 2.5ppm on Tues-
day evening,

DJB's plants can treat up to
Ippm of ammaonia in raw water
through chlorination, but using
the chemical beyond this limit
leads to the production of toxic
compounds, Whenever ammo-
nia levels breach the lppm mark,
operations at water treatment
plants are hit,

A senior Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
official said that to bring down
the pollutant load on Tuesday,
the water utility released water
from the holding pond through
the barrage to flush out the pol-
luted water from the river. “We

are also diluting the polluted
water with clean raw water from
Carrier Lined Canal (CLC)
Munak. Haryana has also
released fresh water from other
tributaries such as the Somb to
flush out the pollutants, We are
hopeful that the polluted water
will be cleared by Wednesday
maorning,” he said.

According to DIB officials, the
Wazirabad water treatment
plant (WTP) was operating at
50% of its capacity, 134 million
gallons a day (MGD), and Chan-
drawal WTP was running at 34%
of its capacity (30MGD) on Tues-
day morning. DJB said that the
plants had returned to normal
capacity by late Tuesday night.

Ammuonia is indicative of high
industrial load or sewage in
water. Long-term consumption
of water with a high concentra-
tion of ammonia can cause poi-
soning and damage human
organs. Symptoms of ammonia
poisoning include coughing,
chest pain, wheezing, and diffi-
culty in breathing (if the person
inhales vapours).

DJEB has maintained that the
source of the pollutants lies
upstream in the Yamuna at Pani-
pat and Sonepat—an annual
point of dispute between Delhi

and Haryana. The Haryana pol-
lution control board and the
Haryana irrigation department,
however, have repeatedly denied
the DJB's allegations.

“Through dilution, flushing of
pond area, efforts are being
made to bring the levels under
the Ippm level. Once ozonation
plants are installed, the capacity
to remove ammonia will go up
several times,” an official said,
asking not to be named.

Officials added that on Tues-
day, the water level of the Wazi-
rabad holding area was 671.9ft
against the normal level of
674.5ft while the Wazirabad
treatment plant was producing
S4MGD water against its usual
134 5MGD capacity.

DJB, on average, supplies
956MGD water to 20 million of
the Capital's residents daily and
a disruption of each MGD water
impacts around 20,000-21,000
people.

Many residents from north
and west Delhi complained
about disruptions on Tuesday.
Pankaj Chaudhary, a mem ber of
an RWA in Bindapur, said, "DJB
should take immediate steps to
solve the problem. Residents are
suffering and unable to carry out
their day to day works.”
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JAL JEEVAN MISSION
ACHIEVES 60% OF
ITS TARGET; 234MN
HOUSES ADDED

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, one of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's flagship pro-
grammes to connect every rural
household in the country with a
tap-water connection, has
reached 60% of its countrywide
target, adding 23.4 million
households in the fiscal vear
ended 2022-23, an official state-
ment said,

Of India's total of 190.4 million
rural households, 116 million
now have a functioning water
tap, the statement said. “This is
an outstanding achievement and
will empower several lives. We
are doing everything possible to
increase this coverage at an even
greater pace in the times to
come,” PM Modi tweeted.

At the start of the mission, a
baseline survey showed that less
than 17% or 32.3 million house-
holds had a tap connection.

“The country crossed another
milestone in the journey towards
‘Har Ghar Jal’ on 4th April 2023,
with over 11.66 crore (60%) rural
households provided with tap
water supply in their homes,”
the statement said. As on date,
Gujarat, Telangana, Goa, Hary-
ana, Punjab and the Union terri-
tories of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands, Daman Diu & Dadra
Nagar Haveli and Puducherry
have achieved 100% coverage.

Under the mission, 2,078
water testing labs have been
installed, of which 1,122 are
accredited with the National
Accreditation Board for Testing
and Calibration Laboratories,
according to data from the Jal
Shakti ministry. The ministry
said the programme has created
direct and indirect employment
in rural areas.
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People’s drive in Maha on water conservation reaches UN

@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: ‘Mission 500 Crore
Litre Water Storage’—a far-
mers’ movement in Maha-
rashtra based on the princi-
ple ‘of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people'—was
showcased as partof the Uni-
ted Nations Water Conferen-
ce 2023 in New York. Driven
by the idea ‘put the diesel and
use the machine' for const-
ructing small check dams
and water bodies, the move-
ment was started in 2007 by
IRS officer Dr Ujjwalkumar
Chavhan in his hometown of
Dhamangaon village in Jal-
gaon’s Chalisgaon tehsil.

As part of the mission, ri-

Shrikant Paygavhane, a BMC
sub-engineer, made presenta-
tions at the event in New York

ver deepening and widening
is carried out to buid dams
and ponds in villages, thro-
ugh people’s participation
and planning by the gram
sabhas. “So far 450 crore li-

ters of water reservolrs and
trenches havebeenereated in
80 villages of nine districts,
and 30 km of farm roads have
been repalredbesides planta-
tion of 45,000 trees,” Chavan,
additional commissioner. in-
come tax, told TOL.

Shrikant Paygavhane, a
sub-engineer with BMC, as-
sociated with “Mission 500°,
made presentations at the si-
de events al New York's
Bronx Community College
of the City University and
Columbia University, on
March 23 and 24. He discus-
seql the need to adopt latest
strategies for managing dro-
ught and floods, innovations
in the field and technology
for safe water management.

Paygavhane said, “In the
past, villages were sustainab-
le with water management.
Before the British came, the
village head was called “Pa-
til. Hence, the volunteers
who take charge of five villa-
ges in the Mission are called
‘Paach Patil’. Nearly 21 ‘Pa-
ach Patils’ have been wor-
king in Maharashtra’s nine
districts for the last six years.
Their work has motivated pe-
ople to spend on diesel for
JCB and Poclain machines
used for de-siltation and cre-
ationof check dams."

Paygavhane said the con-
ference aimed at mobilising
member states, the UN sy
stem. and stakeholders to
bring successful solutions

onaglobal scale,

The Indian delegation
from The People’s World
Commission on Drought and
Flood (PWCDF) established
on the oecasion of World Wa-
ter Week 2022 in Stockholm,
Sweden, under the Chair
manship of Magsaysay awar-
dee Dr Rajendra Singh atten-
ded the conference. A World
Water Dialogue on ‘Drought
and Flood: Indigenous Inno-
vations for Mitigation, Adap-
tation and Resilience’ was
held at New Jersev,
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What was discussed at the UN
water conference?

COMIMION Cause for groundwater mer-dls.rmc'ﬂ[me'

Vegneh Srinivasan
The story so far:

he Uniged Mathons 2023 Water
Conference held on March
234 was the first such

meselingg in A6 years, Inoa recent
report entitled "Water for Sustainable
Develapment 2018 - 2028, the UN
recognised] the urgent meed for action
given that we are nat an track o meet the
2060 Sustainable Deselopment Goal
(A04E) for werter — *Ensure awilability and
sustainahle mansgement of water znd
snitation for all™.

Wiai ks the water conference?

The water SCior is promne i
fragmentation because water problems
vencd o e ol 1Fa particufar ke is
pulluted or a particular area is often
fhooded, It needs local solutons,

Therefare, there is an inherent problem
in mobiBsing globally for lecal probilems.
The las: UM Water Confierence, held in
1977, was groundbreaking as ir resulved in
the first global “Action Plan® recognising
that “all peoples, whatever their stage of
deselopment and social and economic
canditions, have the rght o havwe access
o drinking water im quantites and of 2
quality equal o their basic nesds "

This declaration led to several decades
of ghobal funding and comeersed effort
Jowwer the populason without access to
aale drinking water,

Whant are the current challenges?
Extending services o underserved
populations is relstively umcontrosersial:
it comes down s fnding the money o
py for it This is already oceurring in
Inudia through such as the
Swachh Bharat Misston and the Jal jeevan

Misskon, However, th2 challenge |s thar
improving access o valer and sanitation
no bomger translates dnecily o sustained
acoess b water and sandracion. For
example, many drinking water projects
have: failed because they dinew: too much
groundwesater or the waler sounes wene
contaminated, lemaving commaunities again
with no scess to waer,

Groumdbasiber overabstraction =
misthy driven by agrialoural pumipng.
Thie anly way 1o solwe this problem n
heavily irrigated placss ke Pungab is b
pump less, This wonld need a policy
change which requines many agendcies and
minisrees o ooopente. As soch, the
sarer problem & mo bager abow aooes
o wiaber. The rémain ng SDG tangets
pertain o sustainable agriculune,
industry, and natural ecosyatens, These
targets are harder as hey need, among
oither things, wagh polivieal chedoes and a

SEROE ST (ErmOCTacy.

What are the key commitments?
Thiss vear's oonference resuhed in 73
wiluntary commuitments by philanthropic
BOT¥OrE, BOVETTITENLS, CoTporations, and
W0, This meluded a 350-1allion
commitment from India o mprove rural
dirindiirgg warer services under the Jal
Jeewan Mission. On the technology front,
apart from specific Inmovatlons in
waslewater trealment, there were several
propasals for mcubation platforms

O WHDET Management.

There are slready many solutions for
knowledge-sharing and thus, we need to
accelerste cross-leaming. A notable tool
hiere was the Wi2+ Blueprint, a UNESDO
plasfiorm hosting city profiles and case
stuclies of programs, echinologies,
palicies that addresses commion waber
security challenges. An effort called
‘hiaking Righis Real’ offiered to help
marginalised caomnmumities ard womsen
understand bow oo exercise their rights,
Similarly, the “Water for Women Fumd
offered mechamisms for mone effective
am] sustainable waler, sanitatbon, and
hygiene outcomes for women. However,
whether these commiioments will become
b dirg through che COP process, ondy
timmee will tedl.

The wrirer i che Executive Dénecior of
Wazter, Envirorament, Land and Lawfthoods
(WELL) Lats,

THE GIST

The water sechor & prone bo
fragmendabion becauss water
problems bend &0 be local
Thersfore, there & an inherent
problem in mobilising globaly
fior local proflers

-

Thia conlenpncs nesulled n TL3
unluntany comimitmants by
phi lantfropic donoes,
gOwEmments, corporations,
and HEOs. This included 2
453-bilion commitment feom
India to improse naral drinfing
waker services under the Jal
Jeman Mission,

-

The leest UN Wister Conlenancs,
Fabd in 1377, vaas

groundbirazkieg 3z 1 resultad
in the first global *sction Man',
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