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PLAN TO CLEAN
DRAINS THAT FLOW
INTO YAMUNA

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment has prepared a five-point
action plan with the aim to clear
the Capital’s main drains, an
exercise required to eventually
clean the Yamuna, officials said
Friday.

As part of the action plan,
in-situ treatment zones will be
created at 10 places, including
Najafgarh and Shahdara drains.
In-situ treatment methods will
include floating booms, weirs,
aeration devices, and floating
wetlands. Apart from this, chem-
ical dosing will be undertaken at
strategic locations to reduce the
phosphate present in the waste-
water, officials of the Delhi gov-
ernment said on Friday.

“In line with the ongoing
activities to clean the Yamuna,
the Kejriwal government is
launching major initiatives to
treat water from the biggest pol-
luters, namely the Najafgarh
supplementary, and Shahdara
drains,” Bharadwaj said.

The Delhi government has set
2025 as the target to clean the
Yamuna, and, officials, said, it is
necessary to clean its drains and
tributaries first. HTC



REVI

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Financial Express- 08- April-2023

AROMAR

Director, Indian Institute far Human Settlements

Water as a global public good

Conventional economics and governance of water has
failed to deal with the crisis so far. One of the major
reasons for this is that decisionmakers have not
considered the water cycle in its entirety

IT'S TAKEN THE world over four decades
tocome together and discusswateragain,
Forty-six years after the first global meet
onwater at Mar del Platain 1977,a UN
water conference was held in New York
last week. The key goals of the 1977 con-
ference—providing adequate and good
qualitywater to meet all sacio-economic
needs and avoiding global water crisis by
2000—have stayed out of our grasp.
Around 2 billion people still lack access to
safe drinkingwaterandaround 3.6 billion
lack aceess to improved sanitation.

Forthe first time in history, our collec-
tive actions and mismanagement have
pushed the global hydrological cycle out
ofbalance.Wearealtering the sourceofall
freshwater—precipitation. We have also
breached safe limits of blue water con-
sumption by drawing too much and pol-
Iui,illg:nul Tz wealesr inniversanc Labes ancd
via unsustainable groundwaterdepletion.

We may now face a 40% shortfall in
global freshwater supply by 2030, Busi-
negs-ag-usual will push another 1.3 billion
people into food insecurity due to heat
stress, water scarcity, and loss of ecosys-
tems by 2050, Undertwodifferent climate
change projections due to blue water and
heat stress, India’s food supply s projected
todecrease by 7-16%,and people affected
by food insecurity could increase by 34-
5184 by 2050,

The growing global water crisis is sys-
temic, It is also dangerously intertwined
with climate changeand biodiversityloss,
The many divect and indirect imipacts of

the water crisis—from water scarcity,
floods and pollution to increased hunger,
food inflation, poor health, economicand
livelihood losses, displacement, and con-
ficts—threaten toderail every Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) and the goals of
the Paris climate agreement. It is time to
pivot and make a transformational
change in the way we value, govern and
interact with the global water cycle.
Conventional economics and gover-
nance of water has failed to deal with the
crisis so far, One of the
majorreasonsforthisis that

challenges of too much, toa little, and too
dirtywater have been short-sighted. Asus-
tainable future rests on us reimagining
the economics and governance of water
through a new framework inwhich water
isanorganising principleand driver of just
economic, social, and environmental
change.We can address the crisis byvalu-
ing and governing the global water cvcle
asa global common good by protecting it
collectivelyand restoring its balance,
Shaping our economics and gover
nance amund COMImOT

goods approach calls for an

decisionmakers have not $ha|:ll"_tg water overhaul of our pricing,
considered the watercycle  @conomics around  financing, accounting of
inits entirety—to seehow  the common goods  water; framing of our regu-
water is embedded in the approach calls for latory, p:JIl_c}r frameworks,
biosphere and connects o i and multilateral agree-
across sectors and the 17 overhauling pricing, ments; and structuring our
SDGs, Thal wale: :.:311,1\.- "il'hll'll:il'lﬂ,ﬂl'ld invesbinenls, instilulional
intetlinks the econcmy, accounting of water capacities, and partner-
livelihoods and trade,and is ships. Clear goals can
a critical input for food, muobilise collective action
energy,and industry. across nations and help underpin a new

We have also failed to account for the
different colours of water—blue (white,
grey, black) and green (soil moisture, flow-
ing as evaporation and transpiration in
r]ama}—ami:mn-nu.rketva]ucs of wate:
ecological and socio-cultural). Fo-
instance, Muewater use for intensive crops
like paddy and sugarcane is prioritised
even inwaterstressed regions based salely
on its market value at the cost of ecologi-
cal degradation and depletion of wate:
tables. Thus, our responses to systemic

social contract between governments, cit-
izens, youth,and businesses toachieve the
aim ofwater as a global common good.
The Global Commission on the Eco-
nomics of Water (GCEW) proposes ten
transformational goals across three broad
clusters, all centered around water, to
enablesystem transitions toaccelerate the
2030 development goals, climate action
agenda, and biodiversity conservation.
These clusters include economic and
social systems; natural systems and cross-

cutting missions focused on financing
and institutional capacity; and innovation
and technology transfer.

Forinstance,within the economic and
social systems, the food systems transition
can lead us to safe, sustainable nutrition
for all by 2050, This is enabled through
reforms including timely access to ade-
quate and affordablewater, climate smart
agriculture, resilient water-food-energy
trade policy, water consumption limits
incentivising increased agriculture pro
ductivity, bio diversity conservation,
appropriate diets,and se on. This transi-
ton can help us meet SDG 1 (ending
hunger), 50G 2 (ending poverty), SDG 6
{access to clean water and sanitation),
SDG1 3 (climateaction),and SDG 15 (pro-
tecting life on land). A sustainable cities
transition can helpusachieve safeand cli-
tale pesilienl cilies IIII:LFI.I.EII universal
access to affordable water, sanitation,
hygiene; recycling and reusing blue, grey,
and black water; and climate adaptation
byintegrating preenand blue water infra-
structure, This is no easytask, and vet, the
challenges of the Anthropocene leave us
with no choice but to make transforma-
tional changes, The shift toa safe and just
2050 forhuman wellbeing and ecosystem
health must begin today.

(Based on The What, Why and How of
the World Waater Crisis; Glotxal Cormmission
ot the Economics of Water Pliase | Revigw
and Findings, published on March 16,
2023)
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Govtto scale
up project to
Improve water
quality of
major drains

NEW DELHI: Delhi Water
Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
on Friday said the city govern-
ment has decided to scale up
a project to improve the water
quality of major drains through
in-situ treatment methods.

As part ofa pilot project, the
Delhi government had installed
weirs and aeration systems
at some places in Najafgarh,
Supplementary and Shahdara
drains. Bharadwaj said the gov-
ernment has decided to scale up
the project looking at the posi-
tive results. “Floating booms,
weirs, aeration devices, and
floating wetlands will be set up
for in-situ treatment of drains.
Chemical dosing will be done to
reduce phosphate present in the
wastewater; a statement quoted
Bharadwaj as saying.

“With the help of new tech-
niques, we will soon be able
to clean the filth of the drains
falling in the Yamuna,” he said.
Samples collected from Rithala
sewage treatment plant, and
Sectors 11, 15 and 16 in Rohini,
all part of the pilot project, have
shown a significant decrease in
the concentration of TSS. MPOST
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