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New Delhi: Lieutenant-go-
vernor VKSaxenaon Sunday
reviewed steps being taken to
revive the supplementary
drain at Wazirabad.

The drain is one the major
onesflowing into the Yamuna.

Acampaignwaslaunched
tocleanthe Yamunainatime-
bound manner after the Na-
tional GreenTribunal consti-
tuted a high-level committee,
headed by the L.G.

To treat the water in the
drain, a “drain blochemical
oxygen{BOD)reducing” tech-
nique has been adopted under
which various contraptions
intheformof alimeandalum
box and improvised stone we-
ir have been installed in the
drain. A debris catcher net,
floating boom and rotors for
oxygenation of water have be-
en put in place. Besides, the
water has been completely
cleaned of all garbage, hya-
cinth and plastic waste using
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LG visits Wazirabad drain, says sure
of meeting Yamuna cleanup target

Pyl Bhattachareoe
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All drains that met Najafgarh drain were being tapped, LG said

floating booms and a mecha-
nized conveyor machine in-
stalled along the river bank.
The BOD is the amount of
dissolved oxyvgen needed by
aerobic blological organisms
to break down organic materi-
al present in a given water
sampleatacertain temperatu-
re over a specific time period.
Low BOD means less oxygen

is being removed from water;
50 the water ishealthier.

The trial of the "drain
BOD reducing™ technique
was first done at Qudsia Ghat
and has now been replicated
inthe supplementary drain,

“The cleaning of water is
being done using old, traditio-
nal techniques that Involve
the use of stone chips and li-

mestone that is not only eco-
friendly, but also cost-effecti-
ve and less time-consuming,”
an official said. The territori-
al army provided by the Na-
tional Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) is ensuring
that the cleaned stretches of
the fleod plains are not pollu-
ted orencroached uponagain.

An artificial wetland sy-
stem comprising root treat-
ment plants, namely Canna
Indica and Vetirvar Grass,
have been created toclean the
sewage water in the drain.

While inspecting the
supplementary drain, Saxe-
na said, “We are tapping all
drains which meet the Najaf-
garh drain. Around 15-16 dra-
ins have been tapped. The
work of cleaning Yamuna is
goingon in mission mode and
22 Kim s being cleaned. 1 am
confident that we will be suc-
cessful in meeting our target
by June 30. People in Delhi
will get tosee Yamuna inadif-
ferent shape.”
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HYDERABAD

Telangana, which is leading
in water conservation and
rainwater harvesting initia-
tives in the country, stands
fourth in the implementa-
tion of water conservation
schemes and check dams,
according to the latest
Water Bodies Census report
released by the Ministry of
Jal Shakti on March 29.

However, the data calcu-
lation is based on the year
2017-18, when the Telangana
government’s flagship pro-
gramme Mission Kakatiya
just begun, officials point
out, adding that in the last
five years, following the ini-
tiatives taken up by the
Telangana government in
the field of water conserva-
tion, the water availability
in the State and the related
situation had improved sev-
eral folds. In fact, water
availability in Telangana
now was such that a major-
ity of the tanks and ponds
were full even during March
and April and there was
enough water for both
the Vanakalam and Yasangi
seasons.

“With the successful im-
plementation of Mission
Kakatiya and interlinking of
minor, medium and major
irrigation projects with
tanks and ponds, there has
been substantial improve-
ment in the availability of
water in Telangana in the
last five years. We are
placed very well as far as
water availability is consid-
ered,” Sridhar Rao Desh-
pande, Officer on duty
(OSD) to CM for irrigation
projects, told ‘Telangana
Today’. The effect of Mis-
sion Kakatiya and other
water conservation initia-
tives taken up by the Telan-
gana government would be
reflected in the next Water
bodies census report, Desh-
pande said. “I am sure that in
the next census, the tremen-
dous improvement in water
availability in the State will
be reflected,” he said.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti
launched the Census of
Water Bodies in conver-
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State ahead in
water conservation

Telangana stands fourth in Water Bodies Census report
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Majority of the tanks and ponds in the State are full to the brim, thanks to the initiatives taken

up by the Telangana government.

Well placed

(DATA COLLECTED
IN 2017-18)

Total water

bodies

64,056

© Inrural areas: 98.5%

© Inurban areas: 1.5%

© Encroachment: 3,032

o Natural water bodies: 10,170

© Man-made water bodies:
53,886

gence with the 6th Minor Ir-
rigation Census under the
Centrally Sponsored
Scheme ‘Irrigation Census’.

According to the Census
report, Telangana has a total
of 64,056 water bodies, of
which 98.5 per cent are in
rural areas and 1.5 per cent in
urban areas. Of the total
water resources, 10,170 are
naturally formed and 53,886
are man-made. Of these, 20.3
per cent are filled annually,
41.9 per cent usually, 29.8
per cent rarely and 8 per
cent are never filled. As per
the census, 80.5 per cent of
the water resources in
Telangana are under the
control of the government
and 19.5 per cent of the pri-
vate owners. However, only

PRIVATE
1 9-5°/°

bodies
under

Usable water

Unusable Water

B 19.2%

80.8 per cent of the total
water resources are in use
and 19.2 per cent have be-
come unusable due to dry-
ing, accumulation of silt, de-
struction beyond repair and
high salt content, the report
said.

The State, which is giving
top priority to agriculture,
uses 58 .2 per cent of the
available water resources
for irrigation purposes and
37.1 per cent for groundwa-
ter recharge. During the
census, water levels of
43,695 water bodies in the
State were calculated and it
was found that 22.1 per cent
of them were completely
full, 26.1 per cent one-third
full, 19.3 per cent half, 19.3
per cent one-fourth full and

‘ With the successful
implementation of

Mission Kakatiya and

interlinking of minor,

medium and major

irrigation projects with

tanks and ponds, there

has been substantial

improvement in the

availability of water

in Telangana in the

last five years. We are

placed very well as far

as water availability is

considered

— SRIDHAR RAO DESHPANDE,

0SD to CM for irrigation projects

13.2 per cent were found
empty. In total, 24.4 per cent
of water resources have a
water capacity of more than
10.000 cubic meters. The re-
port reveals that as many as
3,032 water bodies were en-
croached in the State, of
which 50.8 per cent are
ponds and the remaining
49.2 per cent are ponds,
lakes, reservoirs, water con-

servancy schemes and
check dams. Of this, 2,028
resource encroachments

have been identified. Of
them, 69.8 per cent of water
resources are under 25 per
cent encroachment, 19.8 per
cent between 25-75 per cent
and 10.4 per cent of them
were under more than 75 per
cent encroachment.
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