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Centre urged to examine
Palamuru LI DPR

Seeks nod to take up project at the earliest

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Taking strong objection to
the Centre turning down the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for the Palamuru-
Rangareddy Lift Irrigation
Scheme (PRLIS) sent by it,
the Telangana government
has urged the Central Water
Commission (CWC) to im-
mediately examine the DPR
and grant the required per-
mission to take up the proj-
ect at the earliest.

Special Chief Secretary
(Irrigation) Rajat Kumar on
Tuesday wrote a letter to Jal
Shakti Ministry secretary
Pankaj Kumar urging him to
direct the CWC to examine
the PRLIS DPR sent by the
State government and issue
permission at the earliest.
He stated that a detailed ex-
planation about the project
was given for all the issues
raised by the CWC in the
past, hence, there should not
be any problem for the Cen-
tre to examine the DPR.

Taking objection to the
CWC claim that the DPR

could not be taken up for ex-
amination until the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal
(KWDT-II) gives its verdict
on the issue, Rajat Kumar
recalled that Justice Brijesh
Kumar said that they do not
have the authority to allo-
cate water, hence, it was re-
quested to examine the DPR
and grant permissions sub-
ject to the final judgment of
the Tribunal.

According to the gazette
released by the Central gov-
ernment on July 15, 2021,
Palamuru-Ranga Reddy has
been included on the list of
non-permitted projects and
it has been said that permis-
sions should be obtained
within six months, he said,
adding that the DPR has
been submitted for permis-
sions. He reminded that it is
the Centre’s responsibility
to scrutinise the DPR and
grant permissions within six
months from then. How-
ever, it is unfair for the
CWC to say that the DPR
cannot be examined be-
cause the case is pending in
the Tribunal, he said.

On the one hand, the Cen-
tre was not clearing the DPR
of PRLIS and on the other, it
has not only given all the
permission to the Upper
Bhadra irrigation project in
Karnataka but also given na-
tional status and announced
a grant of Rs 5,300 crore for
it, he said. “How can the
Centre have different norms
for Telangana and Kar-
nataka?” he asked.

“Why is injustice being
done to Palamuru-Ranga
Reddy, which proposed to
provide drinking water and
irrigate 12.30 lakh acres to
1,200 villages in 6 districts in
drought-prone and fluoride-
affected areas? Is it different
for each state when it comes
to permits for projects?” he
asked.

During the 2014 elections,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi promised that after
coming to power the BJP
government would com-
plete the project, he re-
minded. He urged the Cen-
tre to immediately examine
the DPR and grant permis-
sion at the earliest.
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Ganga mission clears
projects for X638 crore

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Jal Shakti Ministry’s
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) cleared
eight projects worth 3638
crore on Tuesday.

The projects include the
clean-up of the Hindon, a
tributary of the Yamuna,
stretches of which rank as
among the most polluted
in the country. This clean-
up comprises four pro-
jects, worth ¥407.39 crore,
approved for pollution
abatement in Shamli dis-
trict, Uttar Pradesh. Once
commissioned, the pro-

jects will stem the flow of
polluted water into the
Krishna river, which, as of
now, discharges pollution
from Shamli district into
the Hindon.

A project for the deve-
lopment of seven ghats in
Prayagraj was also ap-
proved.

Two more sewage treat-
ment projects were ap-
proved, one each in Bihar
and Madhya Pradesh.

Another project for Ak-
hand Param Dham ghat de-
velopment, at a total cost
of ¥2.12 crore, was ap-
proved for Haridwar, Utta-
rakhand.
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3407.39 cr projects
okayed to clean
Hindon under NMCG

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI

In an attempt to clean River
Hindon, which is a tributary
of River Yamuna, four projects
worth ¥407.39 crore have been
given green signal for pollution
abatement in the Shamli dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh under the
National Mission Clean Ganga
(NMCGQG).

“These projects are part of
the comprehensive Hindon
Rejuvenation Plan. Hindon
river is identified as a priority
polluted river stretch. The pro-
jects which were sanctioned are
to prevent the flow of polluted
water into Krishni River.
Krishni is one of the major trib-
utaries of Hindon which dis-
charges pollution from Shamli
district into River Hindon,
said an official from the
Mission.

The four projects in Shamli
district include construction of
5 Million Litres per Day (MLD)
Sewage Treatment Plant

(Nirmal Jal Kendra), 5 KLD
Septage Co-treatment Facility,
and other works in Babri and
Bantikhera villages, 5 MLD
STP, 5 KLD Septage Co-treat-
ment Facility, and other works
in Banat town, 40 MLD STP, 20
KLD Septage Co-treatment
Facility, Interception and
Diversion and other works in
Shamli town and 10 MLD STP,
10 KLD Septage Co-treatment
Facility and other works in
Thanabhawan town.

Overall, eight projects
worth around 638 crore were
approved at the 48th meeting
of the Executive Committee of
the NMCG.

As part of preparations for
the Mahakumbh in Prayagraj,
Uttar Pradesh, in 2025, one
project for development of 7
ghats namely Dashashmedh
Ghat, Quila Ghat, Naukayan
Ghat, Gyan Ganga Ashram
Ghat, Saraswati Ghat, Maheva
Ghat and Rasulabad Ghat in
Prayagraj was also approved in
the meeting.
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In afirst, Kerala
adopts water
budget to tackle
summer woes

SHINE JACOB
Chennai, 18 April

Kerala on Monday became the
first state to adopt a water
budget in a bid to come up
with a solution to water scarci-
ty in certain regions there. The
first phase of the project
would cover 94 gram pan-
chayatsand 15 block panchay-
ats.

The Public Water Budget
was released by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on Monday,
along with the launch of the
third phase of the Ini Njan
Ozhukatte (Let me flow now)
project, for the rehabilitation
of irrigation networks in the
Western Ghats. The idea of a
water budget was first inooted
by the state in 2019. The cur-
rent Budget was prepared
based on the availability and
consumption of water in the
state.

The budget gives data
about the availability of water
at a particular place and its
consumption based on the
population in the region. The
move is intended to create
awareness among people
regarding the proper use of
water, avoiding its wastage.
The budget was prepared by
the Centre for Water Resource
Development Management
and the state water depart-
ment.

“Usage of water has to be
regulated in accordance with
its availability in an area. That
is where the water budget
comes in. It would lead to

“ITWOQULD LEADTO
AWARENESS ABOUT
WASTAGE OF WATER AND
THROUGH THATWE CAN
ACHIEVE WATER
(ONSERVATION. [TISTHE
FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND PROJECT
INTHE COUNTRY AND WILLBE
AN EXAMPLE FOR OTHER
STATESTO EMULATE"
Pinarayi Vijayan

Kerala Chief Minister

awareness among the public
against unnecessary wastage
of water and through that we
can achieve water conserva-
tion. It is the first-of-its-kind
project in the country and
will be an example for other
states to emulate,” Vijayan
said.

According to government
estimates, as part of the Ini
Njan Ozhukatte project, the
state has recovered hundreds
of water bodies and will be
using satellite data to assess
the status of water bodies in
230 gram panchayats in its
third phase.
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