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Real-time monitoring of
Ganga, Yamuna launched

NEW DELHI: The Union minister
for Jal Shakti, Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, on Thursday chaired
the 11th meeting of the Empow-
ered Task Force of National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
where he launched a real-time
monitoring system for the
Yamuna, the Ganga, and their
tributaries, an official statement
said. The river water quality
analyses systems — Ganga Tar-
ang portal, Jajmau plant moni-
toring, Ganga districts perform-

ance monitoring, etc.,— will pro-
vide live data and enable
effective measures to tackle pol-
lution, a senior official said,
requesting anonymity. The mon-
itoring centre, Prayag, will be
based in Delhi, he said. Prayag is
an acronym that stands for Plat-
form for Real-time Analysis of
Yamuna and Ganga.
Shekhawat told officials to
work out a strategy to clean
about 2,000 drains identified by
NMCQG. HTC
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® AT 120% OF 10-YEAR AVERAGE

Water levels comfortable in
reservoirs, except in the east

Storage at 95%
of last year’s
record level

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, April 20

WATER LEVELS IN India's reser-
voirs have dropped to a level 5%
belowlastyear’s record high,amid
lingering concerns over heat
waves in many parts of the coun-
try and monsoon rainfall being
seen to be just about the normal
level. However, no large impact of
this on the summer cropsis likely,
as the stored water is still much
ahove the 10-year average, and is
seen tobesufficient toirrigate the
rain-fed swathes of agriculturally
important regions. However, if the
meonsoon turns out to be below
average, as predicted by private
forecaster Skymet, the eastern
region could face water scarcity
and cropdamage.

According to Central Water
Commission data, the water
level of the country’s 143 reser-
voirs stood at 66.88 billion cubic
metres (bem) on Thursday,
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% change from normal benchmark - long period average (LPA). LPA is
average annual rainfall (8% cm) recorded between 1951-2000, 96%
104% of LPA is considered ‘normal’ range, <94% is "below normal’, <90%
is 'deficient’, >104% plus is 'above normal' & = 110% plus is "excess’,

which is 38% of their combined
capacity. A year ago, the water
available in these reservoirs was
70.30 bem, and the average of
thelast 10 vears was 55.96 bem.

“Current water level of reser-
voirswas 95% of the live storage
of the corresponding period of
last year and 1202 of the stor-
age of the average of the last 10

years,"the CWC stated.

Ofthe reservoirs whose water
levels are monitored by the CWC,
112 are located in the west, cen-
tral and southern regions.

However, water levels in
major dams in the eastern
regions, especiallyin West Ben-
gal, Bihar, Jharkhand and
Odisha, have dropped below
last year’'s as well as the last 10-
year-average level. In these
states, a large segment of the
crop area is still rain-fed.

West Bengal, the biggest
rice-producing state in the
country, has irrigation coverage
of only 51%, which may be
impacted if monsoon rains
become deficient. Areas under
pulses and oilseeds in Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh and
Karnataka also depend on the
monsoon in a big way.

The India Meteorological
Department predicted rainfall at
96% of the long period average,
while precipitation between 96-
104% is treated as “normal”.
Water reservoirs were filled to a
record 87% of their capacities
afterthe end of an*above normal’
monsoon season on September
30,2022,
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In first-ever waterbody census, Bengal tops
list of states with most ponds and reservoirs

Over 24 lakh waterbodies across India, states census data released recently by Ministry of Jal Shakti

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI APRILZ0D

IMDLA HAS 24.24 lalh waterbod-
ies like ponds, tanks and lakes,
with West Bengal accounting for
the most (747 lakh) and Sikkim
the least | 134), according to the re-
port of the first census of water-
bodies released by the Ministiy of
Jal Shakt recently.

The report states, "24.24.540
waterbodies have beenenumer-
ated in the country, outof which
97.1% (23,55,055) are in rural ar-
eas and only 2.9% (G9485) in ur-
ban areas.”

The census defines a water-
body as “all natural or man-rmace
units bounded on all sides with
s0Mme or no masonry work used
for storing water for imrigation or
other purposes {example indus-
trial, pisciculture, domestic/drink-
ing, recreation, religious, ground
water recharge etc]”

“Waterbodies are usually of
various types known by different
narnes like tank, reservoirs, ponds
and bundhies etc. A structure
where water from ice-melt,

The census definesa
waterbody as‘all natural
or man-made units
bounded on all sides with
S0IMeE OF N0 Masonry
worliused for storing
water for irrigation or
other purposes’

streams, springs, rain or drainage
ofwater from residential or other
areas is accumulated or water is
stored by diversion from astream,
nalaorriverwill alsobe treated as
waterbody,” state the report. The
waterbodies census was con-
ducted along with the Gth Minor
Imigation Census for 2017-18. The
results ofthe census have been re-
leased recently.

As perthereport, 59.5 percent
(14,42 ,993) of waterbodies are
ponds, followed by tanks [ 15.7 per
centie 3,81,805) reservoirs (12,1
percentie. 2,92 2800 water con-
servation schemes/ percolation
tanks/check dams (9.3% ie,
226,217, lakes [0.9% i.e. 22 361)

and others (2.5% 12, 58,884)".

According tothe report, “West
Bengal has the highestnumberof
ponds and reservoirs, whereas
Andhra has highest number of
tanks, Tamil Nadu has the highest
number of lakesand Maharashtra
is the leading state with water
conservation scemes.”

West Bengal's South 24
Parganas has been ranked as the
top district having the highest
{355 lakh) number of waterhod-
i=sacross the country, In addition
to West Bengal six other states
have over one lakh waterbodies,
while four states and UTs account
for less than 1,000 waterbodies
each(see box).

The census also collected data
on encroachmentof waterbodies
for the first time. *1.6% waterbod-
ies out of all theenumerated wa-
terbodies are reported o be en-
aached, out of which 95.4% are
in rural areas and remaining 4.6%
in urban area:, Qut of all en-
aoached waterbodies, 52 8% have
less than 25% area under en-
croachment, whareas 1L8% water-
bodies have over 75% area under
encroachment,” said the report.

Mo encroachment

WATERBODY COUNT

STATES WITHMOST WATERBODIES

State Mo. of water bodies
WestBengal S
Uttar Pradesh  suss 2,45,087
AndhraPradesh oo 190,777
Odisha | 181,837
Assam S 172492
Jharkhand F ] 107,598
Tamil Nadu | Bt 106,957

STATES/UTs WITH WATERBODIES LOST TO
LEAST WATERBODIES | ENCROACHMENTS
Sikkim © 134 | UttarPradesh | 15301
Chandigarh © 188 | TamilNadu | 8366
Delhi 893 | AndhraPradesh | 3920
Arunachal Pradesh’ 9 .

i —— i -
on waterbodies wias reported from West Bengal,
Sikkim, Armachal Pradesh and Chandigarh  Sowrce: Wirterbody census
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RS 304 CR TO BE SPENT ON DEVELOPING
‘DELHI PARALLEL CANAL': CM KHATTAR

CHANDIGARH: Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Thursday laid the foundation stone for the
expansion and renovation work of the Parallel Delhi
Canal on Thursday. An amount of Rs 304 crore will be
spent by the state government on the expansion and
renovation work of the Parallel Delhi Canal. Due to
this thousands of farmers of Israna, Panipat Rural and
Samalkha assembly constituencies will also be greatly
benefited along with the people of South Haryana.
This work will be started from Munak in Karnal to
Khubdu head in Sonipat district. After the completion
of the expansion work, the capacity of water in this
canal will increase from 5528 cusecs to 7280 cusecs.
The renovation will increase the width from 85 feet to
98 feet and the depth from 11.5 feet to 13.5 feet.
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