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No hope in near future? Yamuna found
more polluted in April than Jan-March

Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The pollution le
vel in the Yamuna in April has
increased from January-
March. the monthly analysis
report by the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
shows despite work on the re-
juvenation of the river.
According o the data for
April, the water samples collec-
ted from the first twolocations -
Palla and Wazirabad - were wit-
hin standard criteria related to
fitness for bathing. However, by
the time the river reaches the
ISBT Bridge, the pollution le-
vels shoot up as dissolved oxy-
gen(D0)-amarker of presence
of life in the river - fades away,
and faecal coliform (FC)-depic-
ling presence of untreated se-
wage -shootsupand the bioche-
mical oxvgen demand (BOD),
which shows the river's capaci-
v toclean itselfl increases.
The three parameters BOD,
DO and FC decide river heath.
The level of pollution was
worsethan the previous months.
Asperstandards, the maxi-
mum permissible limit for FC
is 2,500 MPN/100ml while the
desirable limit is 500
MPN/100ml. BOD must not ex-
ceed 3mg/1 while DO must not
be below Smg/1.

BATTLE FOR REJUVEHATIOII
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Faecal Coliform |
DO (wiln | BOD max|  (max 2508, WG - o~
5mg/l) | 3mg/l) | desired 500 Sy
JANUARY 2023
Palla (In) 10 15 200
Asgarpur (Out)| NIL 56 2,00,000
FEBRUARY 2023
Palla (IN) 93 L5 180
Asgarpur (Out)| NIL 52 2,50,000
MARCH 2023
Palla(in ) 83 2 400
Asgarpur (Out)| Nl 54 430,000
APRIL 2023
Palla (In) 8 25 560
Asgarpur (Out)|  Nil 56 4,70,000
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> Pollution level in the river worsened consistently

> BOD is the minimum oxygen required to treat or
break the biological/organic pollutant in the water

» Faecal coliform (FC) s found in excreta that
contaminates water through untreated sewage

> The higher the level of FC the higher the
presence of disease-causing pathogen in water

> Dissolved oxygen shows presence of life in water

At its exit at Asgarpur; the
pollution was at its peak, with
the maximum faecal coliform
level at 4,70,000 MPN/100ml -
more than 188 times the maxi-
mum permissible limit and
940 times the desirable limit.

In comparison. the maxi-
mum faecal coliform level at As-
garpur was, 430,000 MPN/ 100m1
in March, 2,50,000 MPN/100ml
in  February and 2.00000
MPN/H0ml in January

Attheriver'sentry pointat
Palla, the dissolved oxvgen le-

vel - while above the standard
of 5mg/l mark - has consis-
tently gone down over the last
few months, from 10 in Janua.
ry to 9.3 in February to 8.3 in
March and 8.0in April.

The water samples were
collected on April 5from Palla,
Wazirabad, ISBT bridge, ITO
bridge, Nizamuddin bridge,
Okhla barrage, Agra canal at
Okhla barrage and Asgarpur,
wherethe Shahdaraand Tugh-
lagabad drains converge.

The BODIevelat Pallahasal-

s0 inched closer to the upper li-
mit of 3mg/1in April and stands
at25mg/1 in April, compared to
2mg/1 in March, L5mg/1 in both
January and February

According to the povern-
mentdata, about 31% of thetotal
sewage generated in Delhi re-
mains untreated. At present,
the city generates 768 million
gallon per day (MGD) of sewage
daily, of which 238 MGD s not
treated. There isstill noinstalled
capacity to treat 136 MGD, or
17.7%, of the sewage.
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Bengal comes first in
nat’l water body census

@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Bengal emerged as
the state with the highest num.
ber of water bodies, and Sik-
kim, the least, revealed the co-
untry’'s first census of water
bodies carried out by the mini-
stry of Jal Shakti. Out of 242
lakh water bodies, 7.5 lakh are
in Bengal, the report found.

South 24 Parganas ranked
as the top district with the
highest (3.5 lakh) number of
water bodies in the country,
Bengal has the highest num-
ber of ponds and reservoirs,
whereas Amdhra Pradesh has
the highest number of tanks,
Tamil Nadu has the most lakes
and Maharashtra is the lea-
ding state for water conserva-
tionschemes,

During this first census,
2424540 water bodies were
enumerated in the country, of
which 59.5% (14,429%) are
ponds, 15.7% (3.6L805) are
tanks, 12.1% (292 280) are re-
servoirs aml the remaining
12.7% (3,07,462) are water con
servation schemes, check
dams or percolation tanks, la-
kes and other water hodies,
Dut of all enumerated water
bodies in India, 971%
{23 55.065) are in rural areas
with only 2.9% (69.485) in ur-
ban areas.

The study’s objective was
to develop & national database
for all water bodies by collec-
ting information on their size,
comdition, status of encroach-
ment, wse, storage capacity
and status of filling up of sto-
rage. Until the 5th minor irri-

FIRST SUCH SURVEY Ill CQIIIITIIY

Pradesh

Andhra 19 lakh

Pradesh

Odisha 1.8 lakh

Assam 1.7 lakh

Delhi 193

Chandigarh 188

Sikkim JEXE  file photograph of the EXW
Lost to UP I 530!
encroachment 1ami Nadu I 5356
*Fagures denote

water bodies Andhra Pradesh [ 3.520

gationcensus, water body data
was only available at the villa-
ge level, The flrst water body
census included data on all ty-
pes of water bodies in both ru-
ral and urban areas. For the
first time, data on the encro-
achment of water bodies was
also gathered, the report said.
The census defines a water
body as “allnatural or man-
made units bounded on all si-
des with some or no masonry
workused for storing water for
Irrlgation or other purposes
{industrial, domestic or drin-
king. groundwater recharge,
etc)”, Of the water bodies,
35.2% (13,38,735) are owned by
private entities whereas #1.8%
{10.65,805) are in the domain of
publicownership,

Man-made water bodies
make up 76% (18,90, 463) of the
total number lsted, and 22%
{5,307y are natural water bo-
dies. In terms of storage capa-
city, 50% (12,12,283) water bodi-
es have storage capacity bet-
ween 1000 cubic metres and
10,000 cubic metres, whereas
12.7% (3,08,960) have storage
capacity of more than 10,000
cubic metres.

Of all the enumerated wa-
ter bodies, 1.6% arereportedio
have been encroached —
§5.4% are in rural areas and
4.6% inurban areas. Outof all
encroached water bodies,
62.8% have less than 25% area
under encroachment, where-
as 11.8% have mare than 75%
area under encroachment.
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Reviving a ‘dead’ river: a cultural
event to celebrate legacy of Yamuna

Sreeparna Chakrab
NEW DELHI

The Yamuna, a river that
environmentalists consid-
er ecologically dead in Del-
hi, will now be the focus of
a cultural push to renew
India’s civilisational and
socio-religious  connect
with its waterbodies.

Come September, the
Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA)
will host a cultural pro-
gramme on the banks of
the river in Delhi, under its
special project — Riverine
Cultures of India — that be-
gan in 2018.

The highlight of the
event will be a short festiv-
al of films on waterbodies,
shot by children from
across the country.

The programmes will in-
clude a photo exhibition
comparing the Yamuna of
today with what the river
was like 50 years ago; sym-
posia on various aspects
such as ecology and con-
servation of India’s rivers
and their importance in
the country’s heritage; and
an exhibition themed on 15
ghats across the country in
Sanjhi or paper stencil art.

The larger project is fo-
cusing on six rivers right
now: Ganga, Yamuna, and
Sindhu in the north; and
Krishna, Godavari, and
Cauvery in the south. Dates
of similar events on the
other rivers are not known.

On edge: The Central Pollution Control Board declared the river
‘almost dead’ in 2015. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

IGNCA has been
tasked with
conducting the
festival as a pilot
for a bigger project

The project envisages fes-
tivals celebrating rivers in
different cities, a study on
these rivers in their con-
temporary context, and
workshops along the banks
involving environmental-
ists, cultural historians, an-
thropologists and folklo-
rists. They hope to develop
a major study on riverine
cultures, along with one on
the mythical river Saraswa-
ti to “understand its impor-
tance in the evolution of
human cultures”.

As of now, festivals have
been organised on the
banks of the Ganga in Mun-
ger (Bihar), Godavari in
Nashik (Maharashtra),

Krishna in Vijayawada
(Andhra Pradesh), and
Hooghly in Kolkata (West
Bengal).

An effort to reconnect
Sachchidanand Joshi,
Member Secretary, IGNCA,
said, “We in Indian culture
look at rivers very diffe-
rently. We have an emo-
tional bond with them. In
many places rivers are
worshipped; there is a reg-
ular connect with society.
A river influences the so-
cio-cultural life of the en-
tire region, whether it is
cropping pattern, festivals,
or religious rituals.” He al-
s0 feels that India is “losing
that connect very fast” and
this project is an effort to
reconnect with rivers.
Sources in the Ministry
of Culture said that the go-
vernment has tasked the
IGNCA to conduct the cul-
tural festival as a pilot for a

bigger project on the
Yamuna.

The Yamuna's con-
fluence with the Ganga and
the mythical Saraswati at
Triveni Sangam in Praya-
graj is one of the country’s
most important pilgrimage
spots for Hindus.

However, the river had
been declared “almost
dead” by the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB)
in 2015 citing untreated
waste flowing into it from
several cities along its
banks.

The definition of a river
is that it must have life,
which is measured by its
capacity to dissolve oxy-
gen. The dissolved oxygen
content in the Yamuna as it
passes through Delhi is
ZET0.

Environmentalists feel
that before recreating a
cultural connect, the go-
vernment needs to take
measures to bring the river
back to life. “The Yamuna
in Delhi is in such a state
that letting children do
anything on its banks
might harm their health,”
says Vikrant Tongad, foun-
der, Social Action for For-
est and Environment
(SAFE), who has worked
extensively towards the
conservation of the river.
He added that the govern-
ment needs to think of pro-
tecting the river’s flood
plains before planning any
kind of major event there.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post- 23- April-2023

Ensure treatment of 95% sewage water flowing
into Yamuna by June-end: L-G Saxena to officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieuten-
ant Governor V' K Saxena has
directed officials to ensure treat-
ment of 95 per cent of sewage
water flowing into the Yanuna
and tangible improvements in
the river’s pollution level by
June-end.

The L-G chaired a meet-
ing of a high-level committee
for rejuvenation of the river
on Friday, according to an
afficial statement. He also issued
directions for treatment of
100 per cent of sewage water
draining into the river by
December this year.

It was discussed in the meet-
ing that pre-fabricated decen-
tralised sewage treatment plants
(DSTPs) will be set up in the

city’s 81 slum clusters, where
laying of sewerage lines is not
feasible, by June with support
from the MNational Mission for
Clean Ganga.

A total of 263 unauthorised
colonies in the city will have
sewer lines by June-end, the
statement said,

Currently, Delhi generates
768 million gallons per day
(MGD) of sewage, of which 75.5
per cent (580 MGD) is treated.

The committee is monitor-
ing processes that will ensure
treatment of 727 MGD (95 per
cent) of sewage by June, It also
aims at achieving total treat-
ment capacity of 814 MGD by
December 2023 and 9%64.5 MGD
by june 2024, the statement said.

Saxena, the chairman of
the high-level committee set

up by the National Green Tri-
bunal, reviewed the progress of
works undertaken for cdeaning
the Yamuna, ircluding 100 per
cent treatmentof sewage, trap-
ping of drains, and construction
of sewerage networks in unau-
thorised colonizs and slum dlus-
ters among others.

The L-G underlined that

even as works on restoration of
floodplains, trapping of drains,
desilting of sewage lines and
construction of STPs were going
ahead as per schedule, it was
essential that all work is under-
taken on mission mode with
the goal to achieve tangible
improvement in the pollution
levels in the river by June 2023.

It was informed that ever
since efforts to clean the Najaf-
garh drain began, the biological
oxygen demand (BOD) levelsin
the drain has shown a consistent
decline, it said.

The decline was also
reflected in the BOD levels in
the Yamuna at ISBT, where the
Majafgarh drain meets the river.

The levels, however, were
fluctuating on a month-to-
month basis, and the same

needed to be stabilised and
brought further down, the
L-G stressed. The committee
is pushing for construction
of three new 5TPs at Okhla,
Delhi Gate and Sonia Vihar,
and 40 new DSTPs at various
locations, along with rehabilita-
tion of three existing STPs and
upgradation of 18 existing STPs.

The allotment of land for the
purpose of construction of these
plants that had been pending for
the past eight vears were com-
pleted in the last month, with
active intervention of the L-G,
the statement said. Since the
committee started monitoring
works, sewerage networks in
102 unauthorised colonies have
been installed by March and
another 161 colonies will get
sewer lines by June 2023, it said.
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