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Waterbodies’ census puts
State’s count at 55,734

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala has 55,734 waterbo-
dies out of which 9,184 are
‘not in use’ and 111 are
plagued by encroachment,
indicate the first census re-
port on waterbodies in the
country released by the
Union Jal Shakti Ministry.
Waterbodies in Kerala
include 51,007 ponds, 848
tanks, four lakes, 63 reser-
voirs, 3,349 water conser-
vation schemes/percola-
tion tanks/check-dams and
463 other waterbodies, ac-
cording to the report.

The definition

Kerala ranked 12th overall
in the number of waterbo-
dies, and third in their
number in urban loca-
tions. For the purpose of
the census, ‘waterbodies’
were defined as “all natu-
ral or man-made units
bounded on all sides with
some or no masonry work
used for storing water for
irrigation or other purpos-
es.”

The Union Ministry
launched the first census in
convergence with the Sixth
Minor Irrigation Census. Of

National census says
9,184 waterbodies
are ‘not in use’

and 111 have been

encroached upon

the waterbodies in the
State, 49,725 are in rural
areas and 6,009 in urban
locations.

In the number of urban
ones, Kerala stood third af-
ter West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu. In all, 46,550 water-
bodies are in use in Kerala,
while 9,184 have fallen into
disuse owing to a variety of
Treasors.

As many as 8,286
ponds, 81 tanks, two reser-
voirs, 721 water conserva-
tion schemes/percolation
tanks/check-dams and 112
other waterbodies are in
the ‘not in use’ category.
Reasons include drying up,
construction, siltation, sa-
linity and being rendered
unusable due to the influx
of industrial effluents. In
the latter category, there
were 43 waterbodies. As
many as 1,326 were also
designated as ‘destroyed
beyond repair.’

Of the waterbodies in
use, a little over 20,000

were being used for irriga-
tion and 10,192 for domes-
tic/drinking water purpos-
es. As many as 2,663 were
put to use for fish farming
and 260 others, for indus-
trial purposes.

Encroachments were re-
ported in 111 waterbodies,
mostly in rural areas. In
the case of seven of these,
the extent of encroach-
ment was found to be more
than 75%.

West Bengal on top
Of the 24.24 lakh waterbo-
dies counted nationwide,
West Bengal had 7.5 lakh,
topping the list. The cen-
sus was carried out with
the objective of creating a
national database for wa-
terbodies. West Bengal has
the highest number of
ponds and reservoirs, And-
hra Pradesh and Tamil Na-
du topped the list for tanks
and lakes respectively and
Maharashtra, that of water
conservation schemes.
The Kerala government
had announced plans to
dig 2,000 ponds as part of
water conservation mea-
sures. The first 1,000 were
inaugurated on March 22,
World Water Day.
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EVERY DROP COUNTS

Water body census is a welcome initiative. Increasing reliance
on local sources will make it more informative

N AFIRST-EVER count of its kind, a census has recorded an overwhelming dispar-

ity between rural and urban areas in terms of water bodies. The report highlights

that cities and towns have less than 3 per cent of these reservoirs. Conducted by

theJal Shakti ministry, the survey included natural and human-made water repos-
itories like ponds, tanks, and lakes. With nearly 7,50,00 water bodies, West Bengal tops
the list. The country's most populous state, Uttar Pradesh, isa distant second with about
2,50,000 repositories. At a time when stressed aquifers pose difficult ecological, eco-
nomicand policy challenges — including for the government's flagship scheme of provid-
ing drinking water to every household — the significance of this database cannotbe over-
stated. With details on the size, encroachment status and storage capacity of the water
bodies, the report could help policymakers arrive at informed decisions on matters as
diverse as urban planning and rural employment generation schemes.

The Centre has been conducting a census of minor irrigation structures every five years
since 1986.Much of the data indirectly compiled from the population Census by government
agencies has also focused on minor irrigation works. The irrigation-centred approach was,
toanextent, afallout of the inclination of successive governments to view tanks, ponds and
canals as economic utilities, rather than critical resources for human and ecological well-be-
ing. In the past two decades, there have been some attempts at course correction. The UPA
government, forinstance, launched the Repair, Renovation and Restoration of Water Bodies
scheme in 2005 and MGNREGA works have focussed on reviving traditional water bodies.
But the lackof a comprehensive database has meant that these projects have not done suf-
ficient justice to their objectives. The significance of the current study is underscored by the
factthat it counted nearly five times the number of repositories enumerated by the last mi-
nor irrigation survey in 2013-14. The past studies did not have much data on urban centres.
The enumeration of tanks, lakes and other water sources in cities and towns was left, largely,
tocivil society outfits and academic institutions. Such endeavours did provide valuable in-
sights into the depletion of lakes incities such as Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Chennai, Srinagar
and Bengaluru, The government's entry into the field is sure to make the data richer.

That said, such enumeration initiatives will not do adequate justice to their objec-
tives if they remain top-down affairs. Making panchayats, municipalities and other lo-
cal bodies the nodal points for future water body surveys as well as roping in civil so-
ciety groups in the endeavour could help policymakers arrive at a better picture of the
water crisis, and frame solutions.
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‘Reservoir levels
not alarming; Jal
Jeevan on track’

Puja Das & Utpal Bhaskar
NEW DELHI

ater levelsin India’s
major reservoirs
have slipped below

the levelsoflast year; however,
according to Union Jal Shakti
minister Gajendra Singh She-
khawat, there is no cause for
alarmsincethese levels are still
higher than the average of last
10 years, ensuring uninter-
rupted irrigation through the
parched months ahead. Some
states have asked forextending
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
beyond the targeted 2024, said
Shekhawat, responsible for
ensuring the flagship mission’s
task to provide tap water con-
nections to all rural house-
holds—seen as significant to
ensurea 2024 Lok Sabhaelec-
tion victory for the ruling Bhar-
atiya Janata Party. In an inter-
view, Shekha-
wat also spoke
of preparatory
work to divert
excess water under the Indus
treaty to irrigate India’s own
land, which may require an
investment of X6,000-7,000
crore. Edited excerpts:

India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has pre-
dicted monsoon at 96% of

ni"
L

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
Union Jal Shakti minister

MINT

the long-period average
(LPA), while Skymet has
forecast 94%. What is your
reading of this, since there
isaj% year-on-year dropin
storage at 146 major reser-
voirs amid predictions of E1
Nino compromising the
Southwest monsoon?
IMD’s mon-

w soon forecast is

fair. 96%iscon-

sidered the nor-
mal monsoon. As far as water
reservoir levels are concerned,
itis better than the average of
the last 10 years. Even if you
look at the last three years’
average, itisgood. The reserve
sof foodgrains India has and
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the growing capacity it has o
date, and ifyou look at the last
five years' data, we are a food-
surplus nation, Wedo not have:
achallenge. I don't think there
is anyvthing concerning at this
maHment,
During simmer, fwo major
CONCETI ATEAs are Power
and water availability. Are
we in a comfortable posi-
Lion in berms of water avail-
ability?®

We have been working on
Jal Jeevan Mission since 2019
when absout 16% of househaolds
were getting water, which has
now increased to G0, This
indicates 60% of households
will surely receive water in
summer, By May-end, it will
Crosss (#0%, Progress of the mis-
sion has improved, and the sit-
uation will improve further in
the coming days.
With the rising costs of steel
and plastic pipes, has Jal
Jeevan Mission's budget
becn raised?

The inapact of the price
risecannot be
factored in

¢

we must complete it, b four-
five states, incleding Madhya
Pradesh, Hajasthan  and
Assam, have requested an
extension of the scheme
bevond 2024, We are telling
them to speed up the pace,
Telangana, Goa, Gujarat, and
all UTs, barring Ladakh and
Jammu and Kashmir, have met
the target. and Punjab, Hima-
vhal Pradesh and Uttarakhaned
are aboul to.

With reference to the Tndus
waler treaty, how is the
government looking to
maximize India’s water
share?

Of the six rivers covered by
the Indus water treaty, Paki-
stan has aecess to the water of
Jhelum, Chenab and Sindhuo.
India's anly right over these
three rivers is that it can build
hydropower capacity.

We can irrigate 250,000-
hectare land from that basin.
Inter-basin transfer is not
allonved,

Therefore, weare unableto
useit. Tdon't understand how
they divided the water
share when
the treaty was

because it e e DEENWOIKINEON  signed, Paki-
depends on  Jal Jeevan Mission since  stan got 68%
state tostate, X9 whenabout 16%  Waler, while
project  to India’s water
project  and DF_hOUSEhC'ldS TNEFE share  was
tendertoten-  getling water, whichhas  32%. The

der. The price
rise was for a
short  span.
Post-caovid,
Ccosls of
cement, metals and plastic
pipes increased, which raised
concern at that point in time
and the speed of providing
connecticns became slow.,

We have come out of the

phase and gained momentum,
Since January, we have been
providing 84,000 tap water
conmections daily. This means
WE ANE SIVIEE § nEw conmection
e second.
How much capex firom Jal
Jeevan Mission's total allo-
cation has been spent so
Far?

Initially, 5.6 trillion was
allocated, ofwhich the Linion
EOVErTIment wis HLIHFN'I‘FH| o
spend 12,08 trillion, This vear,
12.08 trillion will be
exhausted. Wewill then have
tov gee s Ehe Cabiinet forfurther
fund allocation. We have the
Fuureeks for this vear.

Will the JIM target ol 20024
be met?

My target is 2024, by when

now increased to 60%

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
Union Jal Shakti minister

Waorld Bank
came up with
the Formonila o
allocate waler
share based
oi created brrigated potential
area, The Indus Treaty is con-
sidered the world’s holiest
water agreement. [espite
three wars, we always hon-
oured the treaty. The tribatary
of Ravi River, known as Ujh, is
mainstream and has a water
Mo of 2-3 bem ibillion cubic
metresl, but its confluence
stops dowmstream of Madbay-
e, Madhavpar s ourlast geo-
graphical structure, Despite i
heing our water, Pakistan is
getting it. Toget that water, we
have miade a diversion struc-
ture plam. Itisat the DFR stage,
and the required budget conld
he 36G,000-7,000 crore,
What is the update on
India’ssecond-largest dam
consiruction al Yingkiong
in Arunachal Pradesh?
We are working on it, and
the consensus is almost bailt,
and now we are at the pre-fiea-
sibility report (PEFR) stage.
pegfadasadivenind.com
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WATER BODIES
FOR IRRIGATION:
TS IN TOP RANK

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 23

The first census on water
bodies across the country,
released by the Union jal
shakti ministry, listed
Telangana among the Top
five states with regard to
use of water bodies in irri-
gation.

The state was listed along
with Jharkhand, Andhra
Pradesh, West Bengal and
Gujarat in the report that
Union jal shakti minister

Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat released on
Sunday.

The census enumerated
24,24,540 water bodies
nationwide, out of which
97.1 per cent (23,55,055)
were in the rural areas and
2.9 per cent (69,485) in the
urban areas.

The census provided a
comprehensive inventory
of water resources, includ-
ing natural and man-made
water bodies, and collected
data on the encroachment
of water bodies. The cen-
sus highlighted disparities
between rural and urban
areas and varying levels of
encroachment and
revealed crucial insights
into water resources.
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Karnataka has 26,994 water
bodies, finds census

NEWDELHI, DHNS: India has
24.24 lakh water bodies, like
ponds, tanks and lakes, with
West Bengal accounting for
the most (7.47 lakh) and Sik-
kim the least (134), according
to the census of water bodies
released by the Ministry of Jal
Shakd.

Atotal of 26,994 water bod-
ies have been enumerated in
Karnataka, out of which 97.1%
(26,205) areinruralareasand
the remaining 2.9% (789) are

‘in urban areas, said the re-
port. Thefirst-ever census con-
ducted by the ministry said that
out of 24,24,540 water bodies

‘ that have been enumerated in
the country, 97.1%(23,55,055)
are in rural areas and 2.9%
(69,485) arein urban areas.

Thetopfive statesin terms of
thenumber of water bodiesare

West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha

and Assam, which constitute -

around 63% of the total water
bodies.

The top five states in terms
of the number of water bodies
in urban areas are West Ben-
gal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Uttar
Pradesh and Tripura, where-
as, for rural areas, the top five
are WB, UP, AP, Odisha and
Assam.

Totally, 59.5% of water bod-

iesare ponds, followed by tanks

(15.7%), reservoirs (12.1%),

water conservation schemes/
percolation tanks/check dams
(9.3%),lakes (0.9%) and others
(2.5%). While 55.2% of water
bodiesare owned by privateen-
tities, the rest 44.8% are in the
domain of public ownership.

The census showed out of
all publicly owned water bod-
ies, the maximum number are
ownedbyPanchayats, followed
by state irrigation/state water
resources department.

Out of all privately owned
water bodies, the maximum
are in the hands of individual
owners/farmers, followed bya
group of individuals and other
private bodies.

Out of the total water bod-
ies enumerated, 78%are man-
made, 22% are natural water
bodies and 1.6% (38,496)
water bodies, out of the total
enumerated are reported to
be encroached upon. Of this,
95.4% are in rural areas and
the remaining 4.6% are in ur-
banareas, the reportsaid.

The census covered all im-
portant aspects of the water
bodies including their type,
condition, status of encroach-
ments, use, storage capacity,
status of filling up of storage,
etc. :
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Most of 24 lakh water bodies
are in rural areas, says survey

AMIT MUKHERJEE @ New Delhi

Out of over 251akh active water
bodies in the country, rural In-
dia accounts for about 97 per
cent and only 3 per cent are ac-
tive in urban areas, according
to India’s first-ever census of
water resources.

According to ‘Irrigation Cen-
sus, the first-ever comprehen-
sive census of water bodies, by
the Ministry of Jal Shakti to
evaluate the water security sit-
uation, India has 24,24,540 wa-
ter bodies, out of which 97.1 per
cent (23,55,055) are in rural ar-
eas and 2.9 per cent (69,485) are
in urban areas.

The survey revealed that 78
per cent water bodies are man-
made whereas 22 per cent are
natural water bodies and 1.6
per cent (38,496) water bodies
have been encroached upon.

The census, which was
launched in convergence with
the 6th Minor Irrigation Cen-
sus, provides a comprehensive
inventory of India’s water re-
sources, including natural and
man-made water bodies like
ponds, tanks, lakes, and more.

It was also aimed at o collect-
ing data on the encroachment
of water bodies. The census
also highlighted disparities be-
tween rural and urban areas
and varying levels of encroach-
ment and revealed insights into
the country’'s water resources.

According to ministry sourc-
es, the survey was undertaken
with the aim to identify, evalu-

FIRST-EVER CENSUS

TYPES

Total HIGHLIGHTS
Z 4 z 4 5 40 Ponds 59.5% WestBengal  7,47,480
Tiks Tanks 15.7% UttarPradesh ~ 2,45,087
Y AL - Reservairs 12.1% A@m Pradesh  1,90,777
2.9% arein Lakes 0.9% o bt
urban areas Others 2.5% Assam 172,492
78 %o man-made H?éertu?senﬂﬂit].n E::m puithic
22%0 natural %E;’Eﬁﬁﬁgﬁ‘ﬂ;,% Mah;mshtla “,:2
Madhya Pradesh 82,643
JRK 9,765
Sikkim 134
Uttarakhand 3,096
Himachal Pradesh 88,017
Kerala 55,734
~ Telangana 64,055

ate, conserve and preserve the
water bodies aswater is “an im-
portant aspect for development
which is linked with every Sus-
tainable Development Goal”.
With availability of water be-
ing limited and the gap between
the supply and demand widen-
ing over time, concerted efforts
are needed to conserve and pre-
serve these water bodies, a sen-
ior ministry official said.
Water being a critical ele-
ment, the Ministry of Jal Shak-
ti which is the nodal ministry
for laying down policy guide-
lines and programmes for the
development, conservation and

management of water as a na-
tional resource.

The census has released in-
formation on all important as-
pects of the water bodies, in-
cluding their type, condition,
status of encroachments, use
and storage capacity and status
of filling up was collected.

The survey took intoaccount
all uses of water bodies like ir-
rigation, industry, pisciculture,
domestic and drinking, recrea-
tion, religious, ground water
recharge etc. Census has been
successfully completed and the
pan-India and state-wise re-
ports have been published.
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