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Quarter of water bodies in city
are encroached: Census shows

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 24

OFTHE 893 water bodiesin Delhi,
2160r24.19% are encroached, ac-
cording to the findings of the re-
cently released water bodies cen-
sus report by the Ministry of Jal
Shalkti.

Ofthewater bodies that were
found to have been encroached,
132 were more than 75% en-
croached, the report shows. This
is out of the 158 water bodies for
which the encroached areacould
be assessed.

The report counts 525 ponds
(small water bodies)in the city, of
which 66 were found to have
beenencroached, whileoutof the
14 lakes, (larger and deeper than
ponds)thatitidentifies, none was
encroached. The category of ‘oth-
ers had the highest number of en-
croached water bodies — 149 out
of 349, The report does not spec-
ify what sort of water bodies fall
in the ‘others' category.

The report defines water bod-
ies as natural or man-macde units
thatare boundon all sides and are
used for storing water for irriga-
tion or other purposes like
groundwater recharge, religious,
and industrial purposes. Mostwa-
ter bodies counted in Delhi have
awaterspread areaof lessthan 0.5
hectares, while one was found t©
be in the 10- to 50-hectare range,
and many water bodies (398 of
the total water bodies) have a stor-
age capacity of O to 100 cubic me-
tres, whichis the smallest storage
capacity range that the report
considers.

Atotal of 176 of the water bod-
ies in Delhi have a much larger
storage capacity of over 10,000
cubic metres.

Onthe encroached water bod-
ies, environmentalist Diwan
Singh, said, “We did a survey in
2011-12 in Southwest Delhi and
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found that 80% of encroachment For the recently released cen-
was by government bodies...  sus, enumerators collected the
schools, parks. Thereislittleeffort  data and entered it into a mobile

to revive these water bodies.
Involvernent of the local commu-
nities is important in preserving
and maintaining these water bod-
ies, but the agencies that own
these water bodies do not allow
community work or participation,
There is a schere now to release
treated water from sewage treat-
ment plants intowater bodies, but
that water does not always meet
quality standards,” he said. He
pointed out that smaller water
bodies like ponds are also impor-
tant since they zre spread out and
can trap rain water, particularly
run-off from paved areas. The sta-
tus of water bodies in Delhi re-
ported by aHigh Court-appointed
committee after inspections from
2007 t0 2012 had also found parks
on encroached water bodies.

app that was developed for the
census, The census was launched
in 2018-19. On the use of these
water bodies in Delhi, the report
said: “Out of 893 water bodies,
26.5% (237 ) water bodies are in
usewhile 73.5%(656) are reported
‘not in use’ on account of drying
up, industrial effluents and other
reasons. Among 237 'in use' wa-
terbodies, 27.8:%( 66)waterbodies
are used for ground water
recharge purposes whereas the
remaining water bodies are used
forrecreation, religious and other
purpases.”

Atotal of 77 water bodies were
marked as ‘not in use' on account
of having dried up, while 90 are
not in use due to ‘construction’,
and one was found to have been

‘destroyed beyond repair’.
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India’s first water bodies census: why, and what it says

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
KE'¥ DELHi, AFRL 24
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Srinagar: The maiden survey
refecsed by the Minstry of Jal
Shaktl has presented a dismal
icture of O wiler bodies in
. and Kashmir, revealing
rgnmrz:tjmmb;ﬁmnmm
“dried up and are repair,
According to the first Census
ol Water Bocies released by
the Ministry, there are over 24
lakh water bodies across the
country, and ever 9,700 water
bodies in J&K, of which over 76
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per cent are ‘in use,
As per the census, a total
af 9765 water bodies hawe

been enumerated in J&K. out
of which 93.2% (3687) are in
rural areas anmd the remaining

08% [T&), are in urban areas,
noting that the majority of the
water bodies are ponds.

The water bodies include
5256 ponds, 179 tanks, I7
lakes, 441 reservodss, 29 waler
conservation  schemes|paroo-
lation tanks! check dams and
3832 others.

“Ouat of ‘i uss’ water bodies, a
major proportion of water bod-
ies are used for domestic] drink-
ing purpases followed by irriga=
Lion purposes,” the report says,

The report further revealsd

Ministry Report

water bodies.

It provides a comprehensive inventory of
India's water resources, including narural and
man-made water bodies like ponds, tanks,
lakes, and more, and to collect data on the en-
croachment of water bodies.

The census also highlighted disparities be-
tween rural and urban areas and varying levels
of encroachment and revealed crucial insights
into the country’s water resources,

The census has cited that out of 2036 ponds
that are not in use, 974 are dried up, 21 have
turned into construction, 19 because of salinity,
193 are destroyed beyond repair, one each is af-
fected due to industry and salinity, and 827 are
others,

The report further reveals that there are 36%
(3,519) natural and 64% (6,246) man-made wa-
ter bodies, Out of 3,519 natural water bodies,
99.5% (3,502) are located in rural areas where-
as the remaining 0.5% (17) are located in urban
dreas,

“Out of 6,246 man-made water bodies, 99%
(6,185) water badies are located in rural areas
and the remaining 1% (61) are located in ur-
ban areas. Most of the man-made water bod-
ies have original cost of construction up to
Rs.50,000/," it noted.

As per the census, out of 9765 water bodies,
3519 are natural, and 6246 are man-made.

According to the census, 9209 water bodies
in J&K, and Ladakh have never been repaired.
Only 115 water bodies were repaired before
2009. In 2009, 11 water bodies were repaired;
51 in 2010; 20 in 2011; 34 in 2012; 71 in 2013;
38 in 2014; 59 in 2015; 24 in 2016; 54 in 2017;
34 in 2018, and 45 were repaired after 2018.

The census further reveals that over 2272
not-in-use water bodies in J&K and Ladakh,
including 2026 ponds, 29 tanks, 6 Lakes, 26
reservoirs, 6 water conservation schemes/
percolation tanks/ check dams, and 169 oth-
ers. Further, out of 9765 water bodies, 5016 are
public owned, and 4749 are privately owned.

As per the census, 7431 water bodies are in
use in rural areas, out of which 718 are used for
irrigation, 12 for industrial, 97 for pisciculture,
5935 are for domestic/ drinking, 19 are recre-
ation, 49 are for religious, 129 are for ground-
water recharge, 472 are others.

In the urban area, 62 water bodies are in use,
one for irrigation, 51 for domestic/drinking, 7
for religious, and 3 for others.

The information on all important aspects
of the water bodies including their type, con-
dition, status of encroachments, use, storage
capacity, status of filling up of storage, etc was
collected. It covered all the water bodies lo-
cated in rural as well as urban areas that are
in-use or not in-use.

The census also took into account all types
of uses of water bodies like irrigation, industry,
pisciculture, domestic/ drinking, recreation, re-
ligion, ground water recharge etc. Census has
been successfulty completed and the All India
and State mse reports have been published.

that the “state™ has reported
encroachment in 10% water
haodies ot of all the enumerat-
ed water bodies, out of which
45 are ponds
Ot of all water bodies,
L2% (122) are covered in the
[Mstrict Irngation  Plan/State
Irrigation Plan.
Among thewe 4473% (54)
are reservoirs, 3L1E (38) are
and the memaining
2d.6% (30) are tanks and water
conservation  schemes/perco-
lation tanksjeheck dams. Out

nistry Report Paints Grim Picture Of J&K's Water Bodies
‘Over 23% Water Bodies In ]&K Have ‘Dried Up, Beyond Repair’

of 'in use’ water bodies. 93.0%
(6.968) are benefiming ane
(01) cityjtown, GAZ (510} wa-
ter bodies are fulfilling require-
ments of 2-5 cities] Lowns and
the remaining 02% [ 15) water
bodies are benefitting  rmone
177 than five (05] citiesitowns.
The census was launched
under the centrally spansored
scheme, “Irrigation Census” in
comvergence with the Gth Minor
Irvigation Census in ooder @0
have a eomprehensive national
database of 21l Mare an P&
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