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Maha leads in water
conservation schemes,
reveals first-ever census

Prayag Arora-Desai
prayag.desai@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The Jal Shakti Minis-
try’s first-ever nationwide water
body census has identified a total
of 97,062 water bodies in Maha-
rashtra, Of them, 96,343 are in
rural areas and only 719 in urban
areas.

Moreover, only 574 of these
water bodies are said to be natu-
rally occurring, while 96,488 are
man-made in the form of tanks,
bunds, irrigation ponds, reser-
voirs and other water harvesting
structures.

A staggering 92.7% of water
bodies in the state are in the
form of check dams, indicating
much of rural Maharashtra's
reliance on water conservation
schemes. This is more than any
other state in the country, as per
the census.

Also, an overwhelming 77% of
all water bodies in the state are
used for groundwater recharge
with three districts—Auranga-
bad, Nashik and Jalna—featur-
ing in India's top five districts
with the maximum number of
recharge structures. The other
two are Anantapur in Andhra
Pradesh and Sitapur in Uttar
Pradesh.

Most notably, the survey
found that only 0.26% of water
bodies in Maharashtra—251 to
be specific—are encroached
upon, which is among the lowest
in the country. By comparison,
6.24% of water bodies in Uttar
Pradesh—15,301—were found to
be encroached upon, the highest
in the country.
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This census will enable water
bodies in need of repair to avail
help under the Centre’s Repair,
Renovation and Restoration
(RRR) of water bodies scheme.

The report defines a water
body as “a structure where water
from ice-melt, streams, springs,
rain or drainage of water from
residential or other areas is
accumulated or water is stored
by diversion from a stream, nala
or river will also be treated as
water body.” It should also be
noted that oceans, rivers,
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lagoons, swimming pools and
certain kinds of tanks (such as
those used in factories and cov-
ered tanks used by individual
households) were excluded from
the census. The survey, how-
ever, does not make any distinc-
tion between large water bodies
and wetlands, though it identi-
fies 12,191 water bodies larger
than 5 hectares. HT had in Octo-
ber reported that the state hasa
total of 15,918 wetlands (larger
than 2.5 hectares), of which only
108 are "naturally occurring”.
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B3k lost in lyr? Centre’s Ist survey
puts K’taka lake tally at mere 27k

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka's loss
of 13,489 waterbodies in justa
yearbetween 2021 and 2022 has
become a pressing concern
for policymakers and conser-
vationists in the state, follo-
wing the recent release of the
country’s first-ever census of
waterbodies by the Union Jal
Shakti ministry.

According to the census
report, Karnataka has about
26,994 lakes and waterbodies
and, of them, 21,120 waterbo-
dies (78.2%) have either dri-

78% DESTROYED

» Policymakers worried
over Karnataka losing 13,489
waterbodies between 2021-22

» Out of 27k lakes, 78% have
dried up or been destroyed

» State government survey
has recorded 40,483 lakes

» A majority of lakes 21,342,
were found to be in Naxal
affected and flood-prone areas

ed up or been irreparably
destroyed.

This is in stark contrast
to findings of a joint survey

conducted by the Tank Con-
servation and Development
Authority and Karnataka
Public Land Corporation in
2021which had recorded
40,483 lakes, and the Karna-
taka State Remote Sensing
Applications Centre
(KSRSAC), a nodal agency
for GIS and remote sensing
in Karnataka, that had docu-
mented 33,326 lakes.

The multiple variations in
the number of waterbodies
hasleft many worried on their
actual condition in the state.

P Reject findings, P 4

State urged to relect fi ndmgs, share data with ministry

» Continued from page 1

revealed the census was carried
out based on the recommenda-
tions of a parliamentary standing
committee. “The department of wa-
ter resources, river development and
Ganga rejuvenation launched the
census in 2018-19 in convergence with
the 6th miner irrigation census. Both
natural and man-made waterbodies
including tanks, reservoirs, ponds
and bandhars., were covered under
the survey. The software for data en-
try and the mobile app for capturing
latitude, longitude and photographs
of waterbodies were developed by the
National Informatics Centre,” ex-
plained a senior official.
Critical of the findings of the cen-

gources in the Jal Shakti ministry

Phato for representation

‘WHERE DID ALL THE LAKES GO?"

tral ministry, Anjaneya Reddy of
Shashwatha Neeravari Horta Samiti
said, “All the figures published by the
state government in 2021 were entire-
ly based on scientific data and field
verification of waterbodies. How can
the numbers change so drastically in
less than a year? Also, the census fig-
ures appear to be adeliberate attempt

tobringdown the numberof waterbo-
dies so that the land under these wa-
terbodies can easily be taken over in
the coming days. The state govern-
ment must reject these findings and
share its scientific data with the Jal
Shakti ministryv.”

Of 26,994 waterbodies, 97.1%
{26,205) were found in rural areas and
the rest 2.9% (789) in urban areas.
“While 93.8% (25,308) of waterbodies
were publicly owned, the remaining
6.2% (1,686) were privately owned. Lo-
cation wise, a majority of lakes, 79.1%
(21,342), were found to be in Naxal-af-
fected, flood-prone and other areas,”
the report said.

Former secretary to the minor ir-
rigation department and chief engi-
neer Capt Raja Rao urged the govern-
ment to contest these figures.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Pioneer- 26- April-2023

Ignoring plunder

Politicians’ neglect towards governance has resulted in
despoliation of water bodies, a Govt survey shows

he First Water Bodies Census is a good attempt to comprehend the issue. It found
T2,424,54U water bodies, out of which 97.1 per cent (2,355,055) are in rural areas

and only 2.9 per cent (69,485) in cities and towns. The census, carried out by
the Ministry of Jal Shakti, was aimed at developing a national database for all water
bodies by collecting information including their size, condition, status of encroach-
ments, use, storage capacity, status of filling up of storage, etc. It found that 1.6 per
cent water bodies are encroached. Most of the encroachments, 95.4 per cent, are in
rural areas. Of all encroached water bodies, 62.8 per cent water bodies have less
than 25 per cent and 11.8 per cent have more than 75 per cent area under encroach-
ment. It may appear that with 95.4 per cent encroachments being in villages, the author-
ities at all levels should lay special emphasis in rural areas, but that is not correct. In
percentage terms, cities suffer much more than vil-
lages. In Delhi, for example, 216 out of 893 water
bodies — or almost every fourth — have been
encroached. If this is the situation in the national
Capital, one can imagine the plight of other and small-
er cities. In Chennai, the encroachment problem
acquired alarming propertions, resulting in floods in
recent years. Just like the southern metropolis, other
cities are also suffering from, among other problems,
waterlogging during the rainy season because of the
vanishing or shrinking lakes, ponds, etc.

It is not that the Government has been unaware
of the problem of vanishing water bodies. It has an
RRR (Repair, Renovation & Restoration) scheme which
is a component of the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (Har Khet Ko Pani). It
provides Central assistance to States for the creation and restoration of irrigation poten-
tial. Its objectives are comprehensive: increasing tank storage capacity, ground water
recharge, higher availability of drinking water, improvement in agriculture and horticul-
ture productivity, etc. Then there is the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain campaign
with the theme, “Catch the Rain, where it falls”. Launched in March 2021, it has five
focused interventions: rainwater harvesting and water conservation; enumerating, geo-
tagging and making inventory of all water bodies, and preparation of scientific plans
for water conservation; setting up Jal Shakti Kendras in all districts; intensive afforesta-
tion; and awareness generation. The survey also notes that the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) is driving water conservation and
water harvesting efforts all across rural India. This programme has helped to revive
many traditional water bodies, it claims. All Government schemes may be good, but
they are certainly not good enough to address the issue. At the heart of the problem
is politicians’ lackadaisical approach towards governance, which results in encroach-
ments and neglect of water bodies. That needs to change.
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A landmark count

he release of India’s first-ever waterbody census
report by the Ministry of Jal Shakti is a welcome ini-
tiative. The census, conducted in 2018-19, presents
a comprehensive database of water bodies through-
out India. The census report defines water bodies as “all natu-
ral or man-made units bounded on all sides with some or no
masonry work used for storing water for irrigation or other
purposes.” Apart from ponds, tanks, reservoirs and lakes,
the definition also includes drains of water from residential
or other areas. The waterbody census can be said to usher
in a paradigm change in documentation of such structures.
Before this census, the usual practice had been to document
the existence of waterbodies merely as sources of irrigation,
The practice, certainly, was not in line with changing geologi-
cal and climatic conditions, wherein the role of water bodies
has increased manifold. The waterbody census now contains
a plethora of information, such as the size, encroachment
level and storage capacity of the water bodies. More impor-
tantly, it also provides region- and state-wise comparison of
such bodies. Overall, there are more than 2.4 million water
bodies across all states and Union Territories of India. West
Bengal has been leading from the front with its 7,50,00 water
bodies — exceeding three times the second-spot holder Uttar
Pradesh. Furthermore, West Bengal has been reported as one
among the handful of states where there is no encroachment.
This stands in stark comparison with Uttar Pradesh which
is home to almost 40 per cent of all encroached waterbod-
ies. West Bengal’s South 24 Pargana ranked as the district
with highest (3.55 lakh) number of water bodies across the
country. Another major highlight of the waterbody census
has been the disparity between urban and rural areas. Until
now, while the data for rural areas was indirectly collected,
urban areas were ignored altogether. The waterbody census
reports that 97 per cent (23,55,055) of the overall water bod-
ies are in rural areas while merely 2.9 per cent (69,485) are in
urban areas. Though such a disparity could be anticipated in
advance, the quantitative estimate can offer some crucial pol-
icy insights. The census report also revealed that 55.2 per cent
of all water bodies in India are privately owned, and the rest
are under public control. Yet another notable contrast can
be seen between the number of natural and artificial water
bodies. While 78 per cent of water bodies have been built by
humans, only 22 per cent are naturally occurring. All these
numbers and comparisons can serve as a starting point for
formulating a comprehensive waterbody preservation policy
framework. One of the greatest threats that human civilisa-
tion is facing right now pertains to ecology and the environ-
ment. Conservation of water bodies is vital to maintaining
an ecological balance that has been thrown off-balance by an
unending list of human activities. The state-wise compari-
son should also pave the way for greater coordination and
mutual sharing of insights and strategies to tackle the threat
of waterbody depletion on a larger scale. Different states may
be registering different types of successes, and even failures,
in the field of waterbody maintenance and preservation.
Greater synchronisation of discreet strategies followed in dif-
ferent states can definitely lead to a more uniform and fool
proof approach in this regard. The relatively inferior number
for public water bodies is a signal that the government should
make greater participation in the preservation and mainte-
nance of water bodies. Apart from forming the bedrock for
meaningful policy intervention, the waterbody census also
shares useful insights on encroachments. The waterbody
census found that 1.6 per cent (38,496) of all water bod-
ies across India are encroached upon. Of 24,516 encroached
water bodies assessed, in 62 per cent, less than 25 per cent
area is encroached upon. At the same time, in 12 per cent of
the assessed water bodies, more than 75 per cent of area has
been encroached upon. There is a need to further narrow
down this data, and lay extra emphasis on waterbodies that
are under extensive encroachment. Also, governments should
show interest in revamping ‘not in use’ waterbodies that con-
stitute 16.3 per cent of overall numbers.
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Hry to organise ‘Water
Conclave’ from today

MPOST BUREAU

CHANDIGARH: To meet
the demand for water due to
depleting groundwater level,
the state government under
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar is taking steps towards
proper utilisation of water
available from all sources in
the state with various schemes
to conserve water resources;
so that the future generation
can get groundwater as an
inheritance.

At present, the total water
availability of Haryana, includ-
ing surface water, groundwa-
ter and treated wastewater, is
21 BCM. While the total water
demand including all the sec-

tors is 35 BCM. In this con-
text, there is a difference of 14
BCM between the availability
and demand of water.

The water level is continu-
ously decreasing and for this,
the state government is tak-
ing important steps. Keeping
in view the adequate water
requirements of the public,
the Haryana Water Resources
Authority is organising a two-
day “Water Conclave’ on April
26 and 27 at Panchkula.

In this “Water Conclave,
which is Indias first such plat-
form; various departments will
brainstorm on how to deal
with the water crisis and how
to increase the water level in
the state.
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