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- The clean-up plan
Phase 1

1ikm stretch between the
Signature Bridge and ITO
Started: February 12

Phase 2

11km stretch between ITO and
Okhla barrage

[t has been divided into three
parts — [TO to Nizamuddin bridge,
Mizamuddin bridge to DND fhyway,
and DND flyway to Okhla barrage.
' Started: May 1

What is being done

Cleaning of Yamuna banks and
. desilting of midstream muck

June 30: Deadline set for cleaning
of all ghats and floodplains
Agencies involved: the Delhi Jal

Board, DDA, PWD, DUSIB and others

2nd leg of Yamuna
cleaning begins
from I'TO to Okhla

Sanjeev K Jha

sanjeev jha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Cleaning work of the
Yamuna entered the second
phase on Monday covering the
1lkm stretch between ITO and
Okhla barrage, even as eutenant
governor VK Saxena said that the
river ghats and floodplains
located within the city limits will
be cleared up by June 30,
Several agencies, including the
Delhi Jal Board, DDA, PWD, and
DUSIEB, are involved in the clean-
up, which started with an 1lkm
stretch between the Signature
Bridge and ITOon February 12.
According to officials, the
cleaning operation in the second
phase will be different from the
first as the current streich has less
municipal solid waste (MSW) as
compared to the stretch between
Signature Bridge and [TO.
Meanwhile, LG Saxena, who
headsa committee formed by the
National Green Tribunal tasked w
look into Yamuna's pollution, said
that the ongoing cleaning opera-
tions in the Yamuna have led to
improvements in the river across
various parameters. “In the sec-
ond phase of cleaning operation,
we will focus on transformation
through cleaning of Yamuna
banks and desilting of midstream
muck. The cleaning of Najafgarh

drain has also yielded desired
results as the biological oxygen
demand (BOD) level in the drain
has shown a consistent decline...
Since the BOD levels in the stretch
falling in the second phase are
already less than the areas cov-
ered n the first phase, we'll put
maore attention on desilting. For
this, we'll use a mechanised con-
veyor system,” Saxena said in a
statement.

Officials in the LG secretariat
said the second stretch has been
divided into three parts —[TO to
Nizamuddin bridge, Nizamuddin
bridge to DND flyway, and DND
Myway to Okhla barrage.

An official said that to measure
polluton levels, samples collectad
from the stretch were sent tothe
Delhi Pollution Control Comumit-
tee, the results of which are
awaited. “Like the first phase, all
the drains and sub-drains falling
into the river will also be trapped.
We'l also ensure treatment of 727
million gallons a day — 95% of the
sewage generated in Delhi — by
June 30, the official said.

Ehim Singh Rawat, a Yamuna
activist and a member of South
Asia Network on Dams, Rivers
and People, said focus should be
to control pollution. *...we need to
trap all the drains so that no sew-
age or industrial waste reaches
the Yamuna,” he said.



ANIL KUMAR
HYDERABAD

The State government is
taking measures to get Envi-
ronmental Clearance (EC)
and other necessary permis-
sions for the Sitamma Sagar
Multi-Purpose Project
(SSMPP), which is part of
the Sitarama Lift Irrigation
Project, from the competent
authorities soon.

Irrigation officials said a
fresh Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR) of the project
sent by the State govern-
ment to the Central Water
Commission (CWC) and
Union Ministry of Environ-
ment & Forest would be ac-
cepted in all probability and
all the required permissions,
including Environmental
Clearance, would be
granted soon. The State has
also sought permission for
the Sitamma Sagar barrage
and Pump House from the
Central Electricity Author-
ity, they said.

According to Officer on
Special Duty (OSD) to the
Chief Minister on Irrigation,
Sridhar Rao Deshpande, the
State already has the EC for
the project and the Expert
Appraisal Committee
(EAC) granted fresh Terms
of Reference (ToR) for it in
June 2022. However, since
the State government
wanted to construct a 320
MW power plant, it re-
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Sitamma Sagar: 'T'S
to seek green nod

Submits fresh DPR of the project to Central Water Commission

Mega plans

Sitamma Sagar

Multi-Purpose
Project

Construction of barrage
and development of
hydro-electric project

Objective

To generate 320 MW
of power and supply
irrigation water to 2.73
lakh hectares under
Sitarama Lift Irrigation
Project

Estimated
project cost

23,481.9

crore

quested a change in the ex-
isting EC and the EAC sug-
gested a detailed assessment
of possible environmental
and social concerns, follow-
ing which the State govern-
ment prepared a fresh DPR
and sent it to the CWC and
the Environment Ministry,
he said.

“The State government
has prepared a comprehen-
sive DPR and sent it to the
CWC and the Environment
Ministry. We are expecting
the Centre to grant EC and
other permissions soon,” he
said. The project has all the
necessary permissions, in-

cluding Hydro Clearances
and only the barrage com-
ponent needed EC and a few
other clearances for which
the State government has al-
ready taken steps, Desh-
pande said.

Commenting on the order
of the Southern Zone Bench
of the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT), he said the tri-
bunal had not put a stay on
the project, but only asked
to get EC. “We are working
on it. Once we get the EC,
we will start the work,” he
said. The Sitamma Sagar
Multi-Purpose Project aims
towards the construction of

Land handed Power generation
Land required Land acquired . oyerto 320 MW
I D
312114 2,640.39 wimom ~ 320MW.
acres acres  2,485.18  storagecapaciy
acres 37 T™C

barrage and development of
a hydro-electric project to
generate 320 MW (8 Nos. x
40 MW) power and supply
irrigation water to the com-
mand area of about 2.73 lakh
hectares under the Sitarama
Lift Irrigation Project on
need basis. The total cost es-
timated is Rs 3,481.90 crore.
The project requires 3121.14
acres of land in 63 villages in
Aswapuram, Cherla and
Dummugudem mandals.
Around 2,640.39 acres have
been acquired so far, of
which 2,485.18 acres have
been handed over to the Ir-
rigation Department.
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Inflows into
Musi increases

STATE BUREAU
Nalgonda

The inflow to the Musi
project increased from
Monday morning due to
heavy rains in the upper
areas. The inflow to the
project was recorded at
1,860 cusecs. As Musi and
its tributary Bikkeru
were flowing in full
swing, the inflow to the
medium irrigation proj-
ect on Musi at Solipet in-

creased  significantly.
The water level in the
project reached 632.7 feet
as against the full reser-
voir level of 645 feet. The
current water storage in
the project was 1.7 TMC
as against the full storage
capacity of 4.46 TMC. In
May last year, the water
level in the project was
622 feet, which was the
dead storage level. No
crop damage was re-
ported.
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Still waiting for Mahadayi waters, farmers’ outfit enters poll battle

At Nargund in drought-prone Gadag, Rait Sena says Cong,
B_IF have only play&d politics over the Mahadayi project

ARRAMM
HERGLMD] A DG MaY 1

AT MARGLIND, Gadee dedricta
hera sinee sarsds dedicated in
thie memory of 24-year-old
farmer 5ri Eerappa Basappa
Kadliknppa. whodied in palice
firireg during an agitation an
Juiby E1, THED,

T s - Dy tsal Fageful
day, the farmers of Hargured
Wi [ockd Ima Bght with the
ther Congress povernment un-
der dhoef minister B Gundu Rao,
over & Derterment levy' im-
posed on them, following the
commpletion of Mavilu Theentha
dam — alis kewn e
Malaprabha dam. The farmer's
Tpes el DervedSri ng Trgen e -
rigation project had been
dashed soon afrer its comple-
o, dhuse o A Faolty dessigmn, anmd

the levy made it worse, leading
D ‘widespread probess

O Julby 21, 1980, the farmoers
were respording 1o a nation-
withe banelh call and teok sut a
rally m hiock the rehsildars of-
lice. Wwhen Farmers |ay dowan on
the road to blodk his entry, lo-
rals say thee tehsildar walked
over therm Wiken the enraged
farmers tried to storm the
tehsildars olfaoe, a sub-ins pec-
tor shot Errappa a= he firsd o
disperse the crowscl 1 pocds ol
evenmmg that cday lor the lecal
aclministration bo bring the vi-
olent comfimaration under con-
trol, that left bweo copsdead and
sevweral afficlals inpired, mclud-
ing the tehsilklae, and reduced
seweral povemment offices and
vlicles ro ashes,

Ferwy martres bezhingd the hero
ST Slarks 4 new PIest sine -
- gctiee since foky 16, 2015 —off

the Bait Sena. a farmers’ organ-
iS AN ar M Morefront of amag-
itatian demandirg the imple-
meemtation if the
Kalisa-Bandun groject inver the
Mahasdayi river: Convinced that
e nepresentatives of national
parties have milked the project
anly lar political beneti, the Rair
Sena has decided o field
Veeresh Soharadhmath, who
heads the Semma, s Mangumd
constituency.

Thie Rait 5ena has held varl-
aus demonstrations over the
et seweral vears,

the im@lementation of the
project. A bandhcall in 2017 by
the airganisation with e help
af pro-Kamnada onganisations,
urging the [T B
et che Mabsadlayi progiece, had
evaked a good response in
many parts ol the state. Bair
Sena ey bad also staged

 protest in feont ol the stase EJP
office for several days that vear,
after the then Opposition
lexcler B S Yedivurappa and Gog
Chief Minister Manohar
Parrikar bad excharged ke
for an‘amacable =olution’ toim-
Mement the progect, which
e Litthe hisackairy,

The Kalasa-Banduri project,
lirsn progased Four decades oo,
is expecied to benefit four dis-
micts -- Belagavl, Bagalkor,
Gl ard Dharvead — proreided
Karmataia males gnod wse ol its
shame ol waner allocased by the
Mahadayi Water DMspartes
Tribisnal, Back im Decemiber
2022, months akead of the
Azzembly polls, M Basavara)
Bommai had announced chat
the progect woulkd be imple-
mented at the earliest In
February  this  year, the
Karnataka government an-
e Bs 1000 o thee pooj-
ect. But the decizion to imple-
ment  the et was
chalkenged by the Goa govem-

MARGUND CONSTITUENCY

20E

CCMTILBF
pees: TR045

Runewr-aip | ER Yavagal Cangeeo:

Veorte: 500G v les
Wlarginc 7079

203
B R YAMAGAL, Congress.
Vres: 55 2
Runmer-up: CC Patil. BJP
Viodes: 51,05 vates
Margin: R585

meni inthe Supreme Court soon
afterweds,

Hanumanth  Macliwalar,
general secretary of the Rait
Siena, ks wehether (he e
ment bad any intentionat all of
imiplementing the project as
teradiers fior it were o led onthe

mornang of the day when the
Bndel Code of Conduct came
iwto force in Hhe slate,

“Though they hawve flinated
the sender, thene ame fechnical
prublems. The staie grvemment
said the Jal Shakti Ministry had
given permission, but this isap-

[parenily nof endagh, Clearance
from the Unicn Ministry of
Erwi ronimeng anc Forests is still
pending.” ke sakl

Basavarajappa.afanrer from
Thie T, accuses poliviciars ol
using the Mahadayi i==ue as a
plarfren oo lanch the mesehes
e politics. “Back in 2003,
Basavara) Bommai, who is now
el mdrster, Pad kad a 200-kin
padayatra for the enplementa-
tinn of the projecs. Sicing MLA
TFrom Margund and PWD -
ter T Patil was alsa part of it
Dzsgping thee Daal e il il -
fairs im the state for a couple of
WS TR ThiE PIogeT s novwhiere
e complete,” e saad,

Another farmer, Rudranna,
mecallied that Bommai had wril-
e a letterinhiood after he ook
oial 2 padayatra in 2009 vreing
o ensare the progect is imple-
memed, "Leaders come and go,
Faar i el s remmain unful-
filled,” b= xaid.

Since 1983, B R Yavagal whe
i the Comgress camndidate, has

e presenied the l.'ﬂl'li-[ll'lli‘l'l(!.'
frve times -- most recenthy in
23 Minisier L CFacil bas been
hected thrioe. This election oo
is romsidered a two-way fight
berpave the Tam, rven thaugh
Fait %ena memmbers insist it will
b air CRmiEst,

In 2008, Patdl bad defested
Warragal by @ margin of around
VLS00 voes. I 2003, Patil ket
by around 8,500 votes against
Waagal.

A a ek rally in Nargurd,
Bommiai recalled his contribu-
ricn towards i Mahadayi
project and acoused the
Congress ol stalling itin the
past “Thae Marersira Ml pore-
ernment has natified the proj-
er, DR 15 al=0 approved. e
bave uploaded the tender [ for
implementing Kalaga-
Bardwuri), i [mmplementstion)
15 stopped only since Model
Cinde ol Conduy is in fomce, As
oo asit is lifted, wewillcam-
phete the temder process and
start veork, " ba added.
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Krishna water released to
meet city’s summer needs

Water is likely to reach Uthukkottai in Tiruvallur in 2 days; the 5 reservoirs that supply water to the

city now have a combined storage of 7496 million cubic feet, which is 64% of their total capacity

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

rishna water has
Kbeen released
from Kandaleru

Reservoir, Andhra Pra-
desh, on Monday to cater
to the city’s summer
needs. The water is likely
to reach the Tamil Nadu
border at Uthukkottai in Ti-
ruvallur in another two

days.

The five reservoirs,
which are used to meet the
city’s  drinking water

needs, now have a com-
bined storage of 7,496 mil-
lion cubic feet (mcft),
which is 64% of their total
capacity. The Water Re-
sources Department
(WRD) sought the dis-
charge of Krishna water
this month to manage the
summer needs of the city
and boost the lakes’ levels.

Officials of the WRD said
about 2,000 cusecs (cubic
feet per second) was re-
leased on Monday.

“We are expecting close
to 1,000 cusecs after the
water is drawn for drinking
and irrigation needs en
route for Andhra Pradesh

Summer showers: Areas in and around Chennai received rain on
Monday. B, JOTHI RAMALINGAM

areas,” said an official. The
water would have to travel
another 25 km to Poondi
Reservoir, where it would
be stored and distributed.

The department has
sought 2,000 mcft of
Krishna water to be re-
leased for the city’s re-
quirements. If 1,000 cu-
secs were received daily in
the State limit of the Kan-
daleru-Poondi (KP) Canal,
the Poondi reservoir
would release 2,000 mcft
in nearly one-and-a-half
months.

Krishna water is impera-
tive to augment storage as

nearly 700 million litres of
water a day is sourced
from the lakes, including
those in Red Hills and
Chembarambakkam, for
the city’s needs, officials
said. Metrowater now sup-
plies about 1,029 mld of
drinking water to the city.

Of this, nearly 992 mld
of water is provided to resi-
dents, including those in
additional areas, through
pipelines and tankers.
Krishna water will help
sustain resources in the
waterbodies and avert wa-
ter scarcity this year, offi-
cials added.

WRD has also complet-
ed 90% of the work to im-
prove portions of the KP
Canal to minimise seepage
loss.

Widespread rain

Meanwhile, most parts of
the State may escape the
searing summer heat this
week as the Meteorological
Department forecasts fair-
ly widespread rain, heavy
in some districts, to conti-
nue over the State.

A trough/wind disconti-
nuity line, which is the
convergence of westerly
and easterly winds, would
cause intense rain in some
districts such as the Nilgi-
ris, Namakkal, Salem and
Vellore until Wednesday.
On Monday, several places
recorded rain of different
intensities. Valparai re-
corded a heavy rainfall of 8
cm until 5.30 p.m. Areas in
and around Chennai re-
ceived rain.

Chennai may have bal-
my weather with tempera-
tures predicted to remain
around 33-34 degrees Cel-
sius and the possibility of
light or moderate rain until
Wednesday.
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Our rivers have rights

They have a right to life, which needs protection

—
SK Sarkar
Girija Bharat

ivers arevaluable natural

sources for drinking water,

provide sediments o
fioodplains, valley, and contribute
tothe rich biodiversity. Theyare
contributors of ground water
recharge toacquirers and
interconnect the ecological and
hydrological systems. They
inchude different orders of streams
and theireatchments,

However, rapid urbanisation
and economic development have
negativelyimpacted this natural
ecosystem. Damsconstructed on
rivers often alter their natural flow
and disturbthe natural sediment
distribution patterns.

Rivers should have continuous
flow in time and space, enabling
them to have self-cleansing
powers, and should have
ecological flowsinall seasons,

In India, mest of the riversare
sewage carrying drains. The CPCB
report (2022 sugrprests that out of
1920river locations monitored
during 201%and 2021, about 43
percentdonot complywith the
Biological Onoygen Demand (BODY)
standard (ourdoorbarhing).

These are mainly due tothe lack
ofadequate flowin rivers,
discharge of untreated urban
sewage and industrial effluents,
leaching of agrochemicals,
encroachments, indiscriminate
mining of sand and pebbles from
the riverbeds, and pollution from
TOT-POINT SOUrces.

River basin organisations
(RBOs) should be established to
take decisions on allaspectsof
river basin management.

Article 51 A (g) ofthe
Constitution of India stipulates
thatevery citizen has a dury “to
protectand improve natural
environment including forests,
lakes, rivers, and wildlife and to
have compassion forliving
creatures”, Thus, it devolves on all
stakeholderstoensure that river
wateris not pollured, The National
Water Policy 201 2Zmentions the
need for conservation of rivers,
prohibiting encroachmentsand
diversionof rivers. [t recognises
the environmental needs of the
floodplain,

Inconsonance with this policy,
some States like Maharashtra have
framed their policies taking into
acepuntaspects of river
management.

Thedraft National Framework
Bill (May 2016) talks about
integrated river basin
development and marsagement,
and mandates everyState
government todevelop, manage

WATER POLICY. Rejuvenating

FIVErS sannsep saxene

and regulate basing of rivers
through river basin master plan.
This Bill, unfortunately, is yet to
becomealegislation. The National
Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
hasproposed the Urban River
Management Planand adopted
the River City Alliance (2021)
selectinga few cities to plan
sustainable management of urban
rivers, whichislaudable.
Unfortunately, the riverwater
framework does notcoverall
dimensions of river management
for restoring and maintaining
wholesomeness of rivers and their
tributaries. For instance, itis silent
onriver reservation zone policy to
protect natural ecosystenm
alongside rver and its tributaries.
Manycountries have taken
steps to consider riverasa living
entity, ameasure that hashelped
in conservation and rejuvenation
ofrivers. River has been adopted as
alegal personin Ecuador (2008),
Bolivia (2011), New Zealand
(2017),and Bangladesh (2018),
The Punjaband Harvana High
Court passed an orderin 2020
stating that Sukhna Lake in
Chandiparh Cityisaliving entity
with rights equivalent to persons.
In 2017, the Uttarakhand High
Courtdeclared Gangaand
Yamunaand theirtributaries as
legal entities.

RIVER RIGHTS

Acrosstheworld thereisa concept
of minimum rights of ariver. The
Universal Declaration of River
Rights (as developed by Earth Law
Centre 201 7) are right to flow,
performing essential function
within its ecosystems, right tobe
freefrom pollution, tofeed and be
fed by sustainable aquifers,
rejuvenation and restoration, and
rivers tofacilitate biodiversity
MANAZEMEnt,

There is aneed to re-examine
theexisting framework forriver
management in India at the
centralas well as State levels,

Sarkar is Distnguished Fallow, The Energyand
Rescurees rstibute [TERT; Bharat s the Founder
Directorof MuGamma Consultants, Gurugram
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