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City may get two tmcft of
Krishna water this summer

On Friday, the Kandaleru Poondi canal on Tamil Nadu border received 100 cusecs. Officials said

about 2400 cusecs of water was discharged from Kandaleru reservoir in Andhra Pradesh

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

rishna water dis-
K charged from And-
hra Pradesh has

reached Tamil Nadu’s bor-
der at Uthukottai in Tiru-
vallur district.

The Water Resources
Department expects the
guantum of flow to im-
prove in two days.

On Friday, the Kandale-
ru Poondi canal on the Ta-
mil Nadu border received
100 cusecs of water. Offi-
cials said about 2,400 cu-
secs of water was dis-
charged from Kandaleru
reservoir in Andhra Pra-
desh.

“We expect the flow to
rise to 500 cusecs in two
days. If we receive 500 cu-
secs daily, we will get 2
tmcft. that was assured by
A.P. in two months,” said
an official.

The water would be
stored in Poondi reservoir
from where it would be dis-
tributed to meet Chennai’s
water requirements.

Chennai has received
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Comfortable storage: Chennai received 3.71 tmcft of Krishna

water between July last year and March this year. FILE PHOTO

3.71 tmcft of Krishna water
between July last year and
March this year.

Meanwhile, there are
talks on diversion of water
from the newly-formed re-
servoir in Thervoy Kandi-
gai Kannankottai, which
has 94.2% of its capacity.

According to sources in
the department, the infras-
tructure to draw water for
drinking water purposes
was ready. But water is yet
to be used for the city wa-
ter supply.

There were suggestions

to convey a minimal
amount of water from the
reservoir through the 8.6-
km channel, which was
created to intercept the
Kandaleru-Poondi canal
and bring water. This
would transmit water to
Poondi reservoir with mi-
nimal loss.

The reservoir, which
was inaugurated in 2020,
has a capacity to store 500
mcft of water. However,
Chennai Metropolitan Wa-
ter Supply and Sewerage
Board ssaid there were no

plans to draw water from
the new reservoir as of
now. There is sufficient wa-
ter in other sources and
this would be maintained
as a buffer source.

Concerns were raised
about the need to improve
the reservoir. Gummidi-
poondi MLA T.J. Govindra-
jan said a proposal for ¥15
crore had been submitted
to the government. Sur-
plus water of about 5 tmcft.
drained into the sea.

The government could
construct check dams
across the Araniar river
and fill several tanks and
chalk out combined water
supply schemes for neigh-
bouring areas.

“I had raised the issue in
the Assembly recently. The
Kannankottai-Karadiputh-
ur Road gets flooded dur-
ing monsoon as the sur-
plus course has not been
formed properly. This dis-
rupts traffic,” he said.

Sources said the surplus
water from the reservoir
filled nine tanks and then
drained into Pazhaverka-
du.



SUNITA NARAIN

The problem
lies in the foct
that India’s
land and water
bureaucracies
are fractured
— some agency
owns the pond,
angther the
drain and yet
another the
catchment
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Twisting the water tale

Giving local communities greater control over waler structures could ensure
efficient water management — leading to a secure future for humans

ndia has some 2.4 mil-
lion waterbodies, found
the country’s first cen-
sus of all structures that
hold rainwater and recharge
water. The census, con-
ducted by the Union Ministry
of Jal Shakti (water resources),
has geo-tagged each waterbody
- hs and latitude
amrlungl of each pond,
tank, check dam or reservoir
has been collated.

The survey finds that 83
per cent of the waterbod-
ies are being used for fisher-
ies, irrigation, groundwater
recharge and drinking water.
Tt also reports that contrary to
the commaonly held percep-
tion, cnly 1.6 per cent of the
enumerated waterbodies are
encroached n. There is
no data about the state of the
catchment area of the water-
bodies, which would have
helped determine how much
of the groundwater is being
recharged. But the fact is, this
census is critical in these times
of climate risk.

We know that rain will be
e variabde than ever bebore
— our trug finance minister,
the Indian monsoon, is now
more extreme and this means
intense rainfall over fewer
ralny days. 50, we must hold
every drop of water when it
falls and where it falls. This is
why this census must now be
rigo used to augment
waterbodies; 1o rejuvenate
the existing structures so
that they can do more 1o hald
the rain and to recharge the
water for the longer drought
SCason.

Each year, without fail we
get caught in a vickous cycle
of crippling and backbreak-
ingd and then devastat-
ig ﬂwﬂut the fact is, this
cycle is the new “normal”™ and
it will have devastating impacts
on river hydrology. Mitigat-
ing Moods and droughts have
only one answer — cohsessive
attention to building millions
and millions of connected and

Our water future depends on our woter wisdom

living water structures that
will capture rain, be a sponge
for flood and storehouse for
draught.

Cur water future depends
on our water wisdom, This we
need to learn from the fasci-
nating case of ancient Roma
(Rome) and Edo (the city out
of which grew Todoyo). Romans
wsed to build huge aqueducts
that ran for tens of kilometres
to bring water to their setthe-
ments. These aqueducts even
sy are the most omnipres-
ent symbols of that sociery's
waler managemenl,

Many experts have praised
the Romans for the meticu-
lousness with which they
planned their water supply. But
these aqueducts represent not
the intelligence but the utter
environmental mismanage-
ment of the great Romans,

Rome was built on the
river Tiber. The ity did not
need any aqueduct. But as the
waste of Rome was discharged
directly into the Tiber, the river
was polluted and water had
to be brought from long dis-

tances. Water outlets were few
as ¢ result and the dite appro-
pristed these using a system
of slaves.

On the contrary, tradi-
tioaal Japanese never dis-
cherged their waste into the
rivers. [nstead, they compos-
ted the waste and used it in
the fields. Using the rivers,
Edo had numerous water out-
letsand much more egalitarian
waler supply.

The news is that water
literacy has grown. Over the
past decades the country has
learnt critical lessons on water
management and has evolved
a mw igm.

Till the late 1980s, water
management was | con-
ﬁmdaﬁ the issue E}IIET'TF ticn
projects — building of dams
and canals to store and supply
waleT over distances, But
then came the big droughts of
the late 1980s, It clear
that planning for water aug-
mientation only through krge
projects was not enough.

This was also when the
Centre for Science and Envi-

ronment published its repart,
‘Dying Wisdonr, which docu-
mented traditional fechnolo-
gles for ralnwater harvesting
in ecological diverse regions
of India. The slogan was rain is
decentralised, so is the demand
for water. 5o, catch rain when
and where it falls.

Today, there are a number
of programmees designed to
build and to rejuvenate water-
bodies — the Mahatma Gandhi
Mational Rural Employment
Guarantee  Scheme  has
irvested in millions of water-
bodies and now the govern-
ment has announced Mission
Amrit Sarovar under which
T5waterbodies in each district
will be devel and rejuve-
nated as part I:]?I!:dja'g T?}wears
of Independence,

In spite of this interest in
decentralised water manage-
ment, it is clear that we are
not doing enough to secure
our future. The problem lies
in the fact thiat our land and
water bureaucracies are frac-
tured — some agency owns
the pond, another the drain

and yet another the catchment.

Water security requires
this to change. Giving the
local community much greater
control over the water struc-
tures — deepening democ-

and devolution of rs
EE'E; then the answer tm:
managemcm_

In all this, we must min-
imise our use of water —
become more efficient with
every drop. This requires us
to do t'l'l:‘l'f"ﬂ'li:l:l I'nr?n invest-
ing in water-efficient irriga-
tion and hoasehold appliances
o changing diets, so that the
crops we el are water-prudent,

This is the opportunity —
this decade we can put all we
have learnt into practice and
turn around the water story
of Tndia. It s possible, We just
hawe to make it our single-big-

obsession. Water, remem-

is about livelihood. It is
about food and nutrition. It is
abut our future. BE
The writer is the Director-
General of CSE and

editor of DowsToEarth,

Views expressed are personal
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