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India, Israel
eye stronger
water, agri &
defence ties

Tises News Nerwork

New Delhi: Foreign minis-
ter 8 Jaishankar and his vis-
iting Israeli counterpart Eli
Cohenreviewed the strategic
partnership between the two
countries with focus on en-
haneing ecooperation in de-
fence, security, water and
agriculture, Cohen, who also
called on PM Narendra Modl|
later in the day, cut short his
three-day visit becauseof the
deteriorating security situa-
tion at home following Is-
rael’s bombing of the Gaza
Strip, in which three Palesti-
nianmilitants were Killed.

“The main pillars of our
strategic partnership- agri-
culture, water, defence and
security - are taking our ties
forward, New agreements
in water and agriculture to-
day underline the potential
to do more, Discussed coop-
eration in high tech, digital
& innovation, as also con-
nectivity, mobility tourism,
finance, and health.” tweet-
ed Jaishankar afler his
meeting with Cohen.

“Noted the progress in
I2U2 and cooperation in
multilateral forums. Ex-
changed perspectives on
our respective regions, Uk-
raine and Indo-Pacific. Ini-
tialed an agreement in the
areaof mobility™ he added.

According to an Israel
readout, both countries
noted progress in 1202 and
held discussions on cooper-
ation in security, economy,
technology, innovation,con-
nectivity and health.

Cohen also opened the
CII India-Israel business fo-
rum., Three MoUs were
signed during the event,
marking a new era of coop-
eration and partnership be-
tween the business commu-
nities of both nations.

Both countries also
signed letter of intent to es-
tablish two centers of water
technology in India.
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T seeks 50% share

in Krishna water
Hyderabad: The Krishna
River Management Board will
discuss water sharing and
other issues pending between
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh on Wednesday.
Official sources said Telangana
would demand 50% of 811
tmcft avallable in Krishna. r
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COURTS CAN'T
TAKE DECISIONS
ON DELHI WATER
ROW: HARYANA

Richa Banka

richa banka@htlive com

MEW DELHI: The Haryana gov-
ernment has told the Delhi high
court that courts cannot take a
decision on the water dispute
between Delhi and Haryana over
the supply from Yamuna and
said the Delhi government
should approach the Centre or
the river boards concerned to
resolve the matter. Harvana was
opposing a plea filed by the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) ‘or an unhin-
dered supply of dean water to
Delhi and the removal of sand
mining blockades from the river,
in the wake of the summer sea-
S0

The matter will now be heard
on May 10,

Asserting that the Delhi gov-
ernment’s dispute regarding the
share and allocaton of water is
not maintainable in law, the
Haryana government also said
the Delhi government or DIB
should take up the demand for
any extra water with the Upper
Yamuna River Boerd, the Bakhra
Beas Management Board or the
central government under the
provistons of the Interstate River
Water Disputes Act, 1956,

“In case of interstate river
water disputes neither this court
nor the Supreme Court had the
jurisdiction to entertain any
such water dispute, which is spe-
cifically barred by Section 11 of
the Interstate River Water Dis-
putes Act, 1956 read with Article
262 of the Constitution of India,”
the Harvana sovernment said in
an affidavit,

The document was filed in
response to DJR's application in
a pending plea from 2013, for
clean water and removal of
bundhs, by lawyer SB Tripathi.

The plea said that Haryana
has failed to comply with the
earlier directions given by the
court in May 2019for the supply
of Delhi’s share of water and to
keepa check on illzgal sand min-
ing. Apprehending acute water
shortage during summer, the
DIJB, through advocate Sumit
Chander, also claimed that
despite the order, images from
last month showed such struc-
tures blocking the water flow.

In April 2023, a bench com-
prising chief justice Satish Chan-
dra Sharma and justice Subram-
onium Prasad asked the Hary-
ana government to I'ES]]EI]'ld (]
the fresh application.
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Amid water cuts, TMC
gets 90 complaints
about pipeline bursts

%
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Thousands of litres of water being wasted due to leakage in the

valve ofa pipeline near TMC Office, in Thane. PRAFUL GANGURDE/HTPHOTO

Sajana Nambiar

sajana.nambiar@hindustantimes.com

THANE: At a ime when residents
of Kalyan-Dombivli and Navi
Mumbai are facing weekly water
cuts, the Regional Disaster Man-
agement Cell of Thane Munici-
pal Corporation (TMC) has
received over 90 complaints
about water pipeline leakages
and damages across Thane from
January till May till date.

The number of such com-
plaints about pipeline leakages
has risen each year as per the
complaints recorded with RDMC
since 2020, In 2020, between
January to May, 41 complaints
were recorded and in 2022 saw
66 complaints in five months.
However, this year till May, the
complaints have shot up to 90.

These water damages and
leakage is one of the prime rea-
sons for water wastage, claim
residents, where thousands of
litres of water is wasted every
day, with no efficient preventive
measures in place by the TMC to
curb them. However, the water
department of the civic body has
refuted these claims and said
that most of the pipeline leakage
and damages are caused due to
the different types of construc-
tion works for infrastructure

projects taken up by different
agencies. In Thane, the work for
metro lines, roads and bridges is
in full swing,

“The majority of water leak-
age and damages are due to the
ongoing construction work of
residential projects across
Thane. Whenever a call is
received regarding damage and
leakages, our team is all ready to
deal with itand repair it on the
spot. However, as a part of pre-
venting them, we do ask the
agencies to ensure the water
pipelines are kept safe during
the digging work or any other
construction work. We ensure
such cases are immediately
resolved to save water from
wastage,” said Vinod Pawar,

executive engineer, water
department, TMC.
“We ask the agency to ensure

the water pipeline is not affected,
‘Wealso guide them on that with
details of the pipeline's exis-
tence. Most times it's due to an
accident” added Pawar,

Meanwhile, residents of
Thanewho have been highlight-
ing the issue of water wastage
claimed that the lack of prevent-
ive measures from the TMC is
the reason why the damages and
leakage incidents are increasing
every year.
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REWARI, MAY g
The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has stated that
Rajasthan, Haryana and Del-
hi must coordinate and coop-
erate for the rejuvenation of
the inter-state Sahibi river so
that the catchment area is
harnessed and minimum e-
flow is maintained to restore
its ecology and aquatic life.
The NGT made this obser-
vation while hearing a peti-
tion filed by a local resident,
Prakash Yadav, who
claimed that sewage from
various sewage treatments
plants (STPs)in Rewari dis-
trict was being discharged
in hundreds of acres of
vacant land of the dried-up
river, leading to the contam-
ination of groundwater and
damage to trees and other

vegetation there.
The tribunal has also
impleaded the State of

Rajasthan and the NCT of
Delhi through their Chief
Secretaries, the Ministry of
Jal Shakti and the Central
Water Commission as
respondents in the case and
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Help revive Sahibi river, NGT

ana, Rajasthan, Delhi

Sewage accumulated in the area of Sahibi river in Rewari distri;:t: FILE PHOTO

TWO STATES TO FILE REPLY IN TWO MONTHS

®|mpleads Chief Secretaries of Rajasthan &
Delhi, Ministry of Jal Shakti and the Central

| Water Commission as respondents in case
B Also asks them to file replies within two months

asked them to file replies in
this respect within the next
two months, It has fixed
September 20 as the next
date of hearing.

“Sahibi river is an inter-
state river involving three
states — Rajasthan, Haryana
and Delhi, The identifica-
tion/demarcation of area of
Sahibi river and restora-
tion'management of its
catchment area and remowval
of encroachments, if any, is
also urgent need of the hour

and the State of Harvana
and its instrumentalities
must take appropriate reme-
dial measures in this regard
for the restoration and reju-
venation of Sahibi river,”
states the NGT.

Sources said the Publie
Health and Engineering
Department (PHED) had
also submitted its reply to
the NGT regarding the com-
plaint about effluents being
released in the area.

As per its reply, PHED offi-

cials visited the town and
found some industrial units
releasing effluents into
domestic sewer. The efflu-
ents are then coming to the
STPs and affecting the fune-
tioning of STPs along with
the standard parameters of
treatment. The mixing
points of industrial effluents
have been disconnected and
notices have been issued to
them to explain where the
effluents of their units are
being discharged.
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Now, shell out 5% more
for water in Faridabad

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

FARIDABAD, MAY 9
The tariff for bulk drinking
water supplied by the Farid-
abad Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority (FMDA) has
been increased by five per
cent. The revised rate of Rs
10.50 per 1,000 litres per day
(KLD) will be charged from
consumers, including the
Municipal Corporation
(MC), Faridabad, in the
upcoming billing cycle.

Though the decision to this
effect was taken a few
months ago, the revised price
was made applicable April 1
onwards. The increase is
marginal and not expected to
significantly impact con-
sumers, said an FMDA offi-
cial, adding that the rate has
been made applicable on the
supply made to the MC, oth-
er government institutions
and residential societies,
which in turn supply water
to the end consumer
through their network.

The old rate was Rs 10
KLD. The revised rate is
likely to increase the
monthly income by Rs 1.5

Consumerstobe
chargedX10.50/KLD in
upcoming billing cycle

lakh per month for the
authorities. The FMDA,
which supplies around 300
million litres per day (MLD)
water, is likely to generate
yearly revenue of Rs 36
crore from the city.

Handed over the opera-
tion and maintenance of 22
Ranney wells in 2021-22,
the FMDA claims to supply
over 210 MLD water, which
is 69 per cent of the drink-
ing water supply. Although
1,600 tubewells operated by
the MC were supplying up
to 95 MLD water, the avail-
ability was still short by
over 150 MLD against the
demand of 450 MLD.

“The rate of bulk drinking
water has also been a cause
for concern for the MC. The
FMDA rate is too much in
comparison to the rates rang-
ing between Rs 2.80 and Rs
4.50 per KLD charged by the
civic body from its con-
sumers,” said an MC official.
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Bharti takes stock
of Haiderpur WTP

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) V-C Somnath Bharti
inspected the Haiderpur Water
Treatment Plant on Tuesday.

After inspecting the Plant,
the DB vice-chairman said that
the filters of the plant will be
upgraded soon as a pilot proj-
ect that will help increase the
production and quality of water
here. As per Bharti, this pilot
project will be ready by the end
of Tune. He said that an artificial
lake will also be constructed at
the Haiderpur plant.

Bharti said that Delhi Jal
Board has started upgrading
the Haiderpur WTF in order
to increase its water production
capacity. Under this, the work of
replacing the filters and clarifi-
ers of the plant was taken up as
a pilot project about & months
ago. The DJB vice-chairman said
that if the pilot project at Haid-
erpur Water Treatment Plant is
successful and the results match
expectations, then the rest of
the units of the plant will also
be upgraded.

The Delhi Jal Board has
also created a plan to reuse the
wastewater that comes out of
the Haiderpur Water Treatment
Plant. Giving information about
the new plan, Bharti said that

Highlights

 Filters of the plant will
be upgraded soon as a
pilat project that will help
increase the production
and quality of water: V-C

» As per Bhorti, this pilot
project will be ready by
the end of June. He said
that an artificial lake will
alse be constructed ot the
Haiderpur plant

DJB has planned to create an
artificial lake within the prem-
ises of Haiderpur WTP. Under
this project, 8-MGD of waste-
water coming out of this plant
will also be re-used to fill the
artificial created lake in Hai-
derpur WTE The filling up
of the lake by wastewater will
help in increasing the ground-
water level. This groundwater
will then be extracted by tube-
wells that will be installed in
the plant area. Bharti further
added that 26-MGD of waste-
water is released daily from
Haiderpur WTE Out of this,
18-MGD of wastewater is being
treated at Haiderpur Recycling
Plant and the remaining waste
water will be re-used through
an artificial lake.
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