STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Making a major departure
from the ad hoc water shar-
ing arrangement laid down
nine years ago, the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) on Wednesday
favoured need-based shar-
ing of water between Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh.
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KRMB for need-based water sharing

The interim pattern pro-
posed by it will be in place
for the initial months of the
new water year beginning
June L

The board, which met
here on Wednesday, de-
cided to seek the interven-
tion of the Jal Shakti Min-
istry to hammer out a final
agreement on water sharing
acceptable to both States.

The three-member commit-
tee, comprising the Board’s
Member Secretary and En-
gineers-in-Chief of the two
States, will monitor the
water sharing based on the
indents placed by the re-
spective States and water
availability. Telangana has
been demanding water shar-
ing in 50:50 ratio by scrap-
ping the ad hoc arrangement

KRMB for
need-based
water sharing

Speaking to newspersons after the
meeting, Special Chief Secretary (Ir-
rigation) Rajat Kumar said the 66:34

ratio

sharing between Andhra

Pradesh and Telangana would not be

acceptable any longer.

Telangana was formed with the
avowed goal of addressing the raw
deal meted out to it in water sharing.
Continuation of the same ad hoc
water-sharing arrangement any fur-
ther would be against its interests, he
said, pointing out that Telangana had
its in-basin projects to be supported
on priority, while projects such as the
SLBC, Kalwakurthy and Nettempadu
have become operational requiring
an additional 105 TMC of water.

The State had made its stand clear
to the KRMB last year too. Its de-
mands were taken into cognizance
as a note of dissent by the Board. The
objections raised by AP on other
projects would be addressed at the
appropriate fora at the right time.

As far as the Sunkishala issue is
concerned, he said the water being
drawn was meant for supporting
drinking water supply in Hyderabad
and it required no further consent.

that allowed 66 per cent of
assured water to AP as
against 34 per cent to Telan-
gana. AP, however, wanted
no change in the current
system of sharing till the
Brijesh Kumar Tribunal de-
livered its final award. The
Telangana officials insisted
on permission to utilise 50%
of 811 TMC allocated to the
undivided State. (SEEPAGE 2)
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Ensuring free flow of Yamuna water
to capital, Haryana govt tells HC

New Delhi: Harvana government told Delhi High Court on Wed:
nesday ithas been ensuring free flow ol Yamuna water to the natio-
nal capital and there are no illegal bundhs or other structures
blocking the supply In its reply filed in response to applications by
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) seeking unhindered supply of clean Yamu:
na water, Haryana also said the issues of quality of water and its
distribution between the two states are in the nature of “interstate
river water dispute” and cannot be decided by the high court. Re-
sponding to allegations that water from Haryvana contained pollu-
tants, the reply sald the water at the entry point is clean but gets
“heavily polluted™ in the territory of Delhi.
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The Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) has
decided to refer the matter
of Krishna water share for
Telangana and AP for the
coming water year - June 1,
2023, to May 31, 2024, - to
the Ministry of Jal Shakti
(MoJS), as the two member
states are adamant on their
respective stands at the
board meeting held here
on Wednesday.

The board has been con-
tinuing the water share in
the ratio of 34:66 (TS:AP)
for the last nine water
years although it was
agreed upon as an ad hoc
arrangement for review ev-
ery year. As expected, Te-
langana insisted on 50:50
share till the Brijesh Kumar
Tribunal (KWDT-II) final-
ised the allocation among
the two States out of the
combine allocation of 811
tmc ft assured water, while
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KRMB to refer water share
issue to Jal Shakti ministry

the AP authorities wanted
the existing arrangement
to be continued for 2023-
24 too. With the two States
refusing to budge on their
respective stand, chairman
of the river board Shiv Nan-
dan Kumar decided to ref-
er the matter to the Centre
(MoJS) for taking a decision
on the complex issue. The
meeting was attended by
Special Chief Secretary (Ir-
rigation) Rajat Kumar and
Engineer-in-Chief (Gener-
al) C. Muralidhar on behalf

g
o

The two Telugu States were adamant on their respective stands.

of Telangana and Principal
Secretary (Water Resourc-
es) Shashibhushan Kumar
and ENC C. Narayana Red-
dy on behalf of AP.

The AP authorities stat-
ed that the share of 66:34
(AP:TS) being continued
for the last nine years has
some basis and the River
Board has no powers to
change allocation except
the Tribunal.

The Telangana authori-
ties stated that there was
no allocation for AP.
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Not responsible for river
woes, Haryana tells HC

Says Yamuna gets polluted only after entering the national capital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

THE Haryana government told
the Delhi High Court on Wednes-
day it has been ensuring free
flow of Yamuna water to the na-
tional capital and there are no
illegal bundhs or other struc-
tures blocking the supply.

In its reply filed in response to
applications by the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) seeking unhin-
dered supply of clean Yamuna
water, Haryana also said the is-
sues of quality of water and its
distribution between the two
states are in the nature of “In-
terstate river water dispute” and
cannot be decided by the high
court.

Responding to allegations that
water from Haryana contained
pollutants, the reply said the wa-
ter at the entry point is clean but
gets “heavily polluted” in the
territory of Delhi.

The DJB’s applications were
filed in a 2013 PIL by lawyer S B
Tripathi seeking sufficient wa-

ter supply for Delhi.

A bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad
granted time to DJB to respond
to the submissions made by Har-
yana and listed the case for fur-
ther hearing on May 23.

The DJB had moved the high
court earlier this year, stating
that in spite of an order passed
in May 2019 directing removal
of “illegal bundhs or blockades”
from the river, images “clearly
showed” such structures block-
ing the water flow to Delhi.

In its reply, Haryana said the

issue of polluted water raised in
the application has been dealt
with by various other fora, in-
cluding the Supreme Court, and
the high court should first adju-
dicate the preliminary matter
with regard to maintainability
of the petition.

An application filed by a state
or its department against anoth-
er state is not maintainable be-
fore the high Court, especially
when it pertains to water dis-
pute, it said.

“The present application
againstraising the issue regard-
ing the quality and low/quantity
of the water filed before this
Hon’ble Court is totally miscon-
ceived. The applications is noth-
ing more than an act of forum
shopping,” it said.

The response also said the
Haryana government has com-
plied with the 2019 high court
order directing supply of water
to Delhi without any hindrance
and there were no illegal struc-
tures on the river.
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