File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Herald- 19- May-2023

Water level plummets
- to 85 ftin KRS dam

No problem for supply of drinking

water to Mysuru, B'uru, other places .

SHILPA P
MYSURU, DHNS

he water level in Krish-

na Raja Sagar reservoir

in Mandya district has
plummeted to 86 feet against
the full reservoir level (FRL)
of 124.80 ft.

Ithadlast touched thislevel
in 2019. The water level is 14
ft lower compared to the cor-
responding period in 2022.
‘However, there is no problem
with the supply of drinking wa-
ter to Mysuru, Bengaluruand
other places.

Officials might stop releas-
ing water (3,000 cusec) for
irrigation, if water level drops
below 74 ft, according to Cau-
very Neeravari Nigam (CNN)
sources. The level in the dam
_touched 85.24 ft on May 9.
But it increased to 86.14 ft on
Wednesday. Lastyear, during
corresponding day, water
level stood at 100.16 ft. Over
the last 10 years, the dam lev-

el has dropped many times.
It touched 85.85 ft on July 9,

2019;84.70fton July 22, 2017;

85.90 fton July 4, 2016; 85 ft

on June 23, 2015; 84.10 ft on |

June 27, 2013.
Morethan1.814 tmcfrofwa-

terisneeded permonthtosup- ==

ply drinking water to Mysuru,
Bengaluru and other places.

On May 16, water storagein
the dam stood at 13.69 tmcft
(TMCFEET) against gross
storage capacity of 49.45 tmc
feet. Last year, on the corre-
sponding day, storage in the
dam stood at 22,82 tmcft.

Water level in other dams
of the Kaveri basin is much
lower compared to the same
time last year,

Storage in Kabini dam

On May 16, storage in Kabi-
ni dam stood at 4.83 tmeft
against gross capacity of
19.52 tmcft. Last year, on the
same day, storage stood at
7.50 tmeft. Harangi dam has

The water level has plummeted to 85 ft in Krishna Raja Sagar

{KRS) reservoir in Mandya district.

2,66 tmcfeet against its gross
storage capacity of 8.50 tmeft.
Last year, on the same day, it
had 5.47 tmeft.

Gorur Dam (Hemavathi)
has 17.48 tmeft of water
against its gross storage ca-
pacityof37.10 tmeft. Last year,
on the same day, the dam had
20.65tmeft of water.

While Southwest monsoon
is expected by first week of
June, it wioll be normal as per
the Meteorological Depart-
ment. So, there will not be a
water crisis, sources said.

Thewater level reduced due

to low Northeast monsoon
rainfall in Kaveri basin, espe-
ciallyin Kedagu, from October
to December, and also due to
less pre-monsoon showers
this vear. However, water level
picked up byafootdue to some
rainfall in the past one week,
sources said.

Kodagu districtin the basin
received 15% less rainfall in
Northeast monsoon from Oc-
tober 1, 2022 to December 1,
2022. There was also a deficit
of 38% in pre-monsoon show-
ers from January 1 to May 16,
2023.
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Joining hands: Delhi
govt Kicks oft ‘I love
Yamuna’ campaign

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi government
on Wednesday launched the “I
love Yamuna" campaign to rai-
se awareness about the issue of
pollution in the river and work
towards rejuvenating it.
Launching the campaign at
Chhat Ghat, 1TO, Delhi envi-
ronment minister Gopal Rai
said the initiative will encou-
rage the peopleof the city toac-
tively participate in the Yamu-
na's cleaning activities. The
Delhi government, he added,
will work to increase the green
cover on the banks of the river,
“Yamuna is not just any ri-
ver for Delhi, it sustains a vast
ecosystem withinthe city Most
of Delhi's water requirements
are met by the Yamuna, ma-
king it a crucial resource for
economic and ecological pur-
poses. However, the river's eco-
logical balance has been dis-
rupted over time due toexcessi-
ve discharge of chemicals,
plastics and other non-biodeg-
radable pollutants. Neverthe-
less, our government is taking
all necessary steps to preserve
the river’s sanctity,” said Rai.
According to Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee
(DPCC) data, the river's health
has deteriorated since Janua-

ry this vear. Rai, however, said
the government has prepareda
seven-point action plan for its
rejuvenation. This includes
upgradation of existing and
construction of new sewage
treatment plants and 40 new
decentralised STPS, apart
from tapping three major and
Tesub-drainsfalling intotheri-
ver, extension of sewer net-
work, treatment of industrial
effluents, better septage mana-
gement, management of Ya-
muna floodplain and complete
reuseof treated wastewater.

“Our government’s efforts
are not limited to short-term
goals, they include continuous
monitoring of the Yamuna's
water guality, implementing
innovative solutions and effec-
tively addressing upcoming
challenges,” Rai added.

The drive’s launch saw the
participation of nearly 1,500 stu-
dentsand teachersfrom various
schools’ eco clubs. The children
took part in a slogan writing
competition on the Yamuna, or-
ganised by the forest depart-
ment, and pledged to keep theri-
ver clean. “On World Environ-
ment Day, which falls on June
5, the student who formulates
the most exceptional slogan on
the Yamuna's cleanliness will
befelicitated,” Rai said.
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Children took part in a slogan writing competition on the Yamuna



D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO
HYDERABAD

Issues related to safety con-
cerns and structural in-
tegrity of the Nagarjuna
Sagar Dam are being ad-
dressed paying priority at-
tention.

According to Engineer in
Chief (Operations and
Maintenance) B Nagendra
Rao, a massive rehabilita-
tion programme was taken
up on the dam at a cost of Rs
75 crore.

The works being imple-
mented under a time-bound
programme are expected to
be completed well before
the onset of monsoon. Once
the works are completed,
the dam would emerge
much stronger and remain
stable for the next 30 years,
he said.

As the project is falling
within the State, the State
has shouldered the task of
full-fledged repairs that
came up for discussion at
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board meetings previ-
ously. The spillway repairs,
was given priority and an
amount of Rs.17 crore was
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Nagarjuna Sagar
rehab works on

They are being taken up on priority at a cost of Rs 75 crore

Repair WorksA

EIGHT OF
9 CREST
GATES TO BE
REPLACED

being spent on it. By all
means, the repair works
would be completed on the
spillway by the end of June,
Nagendra Rao said.

Inflows into the dam can
be expected sometime in
early July, but the civil
works would be completed
well in advance, he said.

o Spillway issues being
attended on priority

State shouldered the
task of full-fledged

© Project to remain stable
for next 30 years

repairs that came

up for discussion
at the Krishna River

sometime in early July

“Before us, we had two
options - just taking up re-
pairs for window dressing
or taking up works by ad-
dressing the root cause of
the issues. We preferred the
latter as in the case of all
other major projects in the
State,” he said. “We are as-
sured of good results this

© Inflows into the dam expected

Management Board
meetings previously

time. Eight of the nine crest
gates were being replaced
this year. They were all at-
tended to some 30 years ago.
The works of the crests
gates are in full swing. Simi-
larly, works on two of the
lifts were progress. One lift
was already completed,” he
added.
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With decent storage level, Mettur

dam likely to be opened on June 12

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

With a comfortable storage
in the Mettur dam in Salem
district, water release on
the scheduled date, June
12, looks imminent. There
is talk of advancing the
date, but senior govern-
ment officials say no deci-
sion has been taken yet.

As on Tuesday, the stor-
age in the Mettur dam is
around 70 thousand mil-
lion cubic feet (tmc ft),
about 6 tmc ft short of the
guantum available on the
corresponding  day last
year. The dam’s total ca-
pacity is 93.47 tmc ft.

In 2022, as the dam re-
ceived an unusually heavy
inflow in the second half of
May, the government start-
ed water discharge from
May 24. There is no indica-
tion that it will happen this
year too. But water re-
sources and agriculture of-
ficials have been put at
ease by the India Meteoro-
logical Department’s fore-

cast of “normal to above
normal” rainfall in the pe-
ninsular region during the
southwest monsoon (June-
September).

Groundwater table

The State received more
than normal rainfall during
the northeast monsoon
(October-December) in the
past three years. So, there
were no worries over the
groundwater table.

Farmers in the Cauvery
delta have started raising
the short-term Kuruvai
crop, driven by a combina-
tion of various factors.

As on date, nearly
71,500 acres of land has
been covered, against
58,000 acres last year. In
the other parts of the State,
the coverage is around
65,500 acres as against
about 64,000 acres last
year.

As of now, 4.36 lakh
tonnes of fertilisers — in-
cluding 1.66 lakh tonnes of
urea and 1.86 lakh tonnes
of complex — are available.

Water watch

Alook at the quantum of Cauvery water realised from June
2022 to May 2023*

Month | Quantity prescribed

Inflow realised | Excess/Deficit

(im tmc ft) (in tmic ft)
June | 9.19 16.4584 7.2684
July | 3124 106.9324 75.6924
Aug. | 45.95 223.5709 177.6209
Sept. | 36.76 1055185 68.7585
Oct. 20.22 120.7714 100.5514
Nov. | 13.78 40,6456 26.8656
Dec. | 7.5 25.9732 18,6232
Jan. | 2.76 7.3761 46161
_Feb. | 25 45122 20122
March | 25 4.3048 1.8048
April | 25 29918 0.4918
May*™* | 1.2007 59742 47645
Total 175.9597 665.0295 489.0698

*Realised at Biligundulu **As on May 15, 2023
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