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Goa BJP passes resolution
against Kalasa-Banduri project

PANAJI, DHNS: In an inter-
esting twist to the Mahadayi
plot, following BJP’s crushing
defeat in Karnataka, the rul-
ing BJP in Goa passed a polit-
ical resolution on Thursday,
tourgeits governmentin Goa
to ‘take all steps necessary’to
oppose the Karnataka gov-
ernment’s plans to construct
the Kalasa-Banduri project.

The political resolution was
passed by the state executive
committee of the BJP in Goa,
the highest decision-making
body in the state. “The latest
development, wherein the
DPR (detailed projectreport)
of Karnataka state pertaining
to Mahadayi river has been
approved by the Central Wa-
ter Commission, has posed a
threat to the very existence
of this river,” the resolutions
said.

“This State Executive Com-
mittee strongly urges the

state government to take all
necessary steps to safeguard
Goa’s lawful rights and inter-
est over the water of River
Mahadayi and reiterates its
unflinching commitmentand
support to the state govtinits
fight to save River Mahadayi,”
itadded.

Interestingly, the DPR was
passed by the Central Water
Commission last year, when
the BJP was heading the gov-
ernment in Karnataka. Soon
after the DPR was passed,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah had said that the BJP
governments at the Centre,
Karnataka and Goa had
worked together to success-
fully resolve the Mahadayi
deadlock, even as an embar-
rassed Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant had chal-
lenged the nod given to the
Kalasa-Banduri DPR in the
Supreme Court.
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‘Natural disasters caused 2.5 mn
internal displacements in India’

South Asia witnessed 12.5 mn internal displacements in
2022 with 90% of movements being triggered by floods

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Natural disas-
ters, especially heavy floods and
cyclones, triggered around 2.5
million internal displacements
in India in 2022, according to
a report by the Geneva-based
Internal Displacement Moni-
toring Centre.

South Asia witnessed 12.5
million internal displacements
due to disasters in 2022 with
90 per cent of the movements
in the region being triggered
by floods.

“All countries recorded
flood displacement but Pak-
istan, India and Bangladesh
were the most affected. Most
movements occurred dur-
ing the southwest monsoon
between June and September,”
the report said.

Last year, India and Ban-
gladesh started to experience
flooding even before the official
onset of the monsoon season.

Assam was affected by early
floods in May and the same
areas were once again flooded
in June. Nearly five million
people were affected across
the state.

“ All countries

recorded flood
displacement but
Pakistan, India and
Bangladesh were the
most affected

Torrential rain that hit India
in May also caused rivers to
overflow in neighbouring Ban-
gladesh, triggering nearly 5,500
displacements.

Storms triggered around 1.1
million internal displacements
across South Asia in 2022,
Cyclone Sitrang led to 66,000
displacements in Odisha and
West Bengal.

Cyclone Asani triggered
1,500 displacements in Andhra
Pradesh and Cyclone Mandous
9,500 in Tamil Nadu.

The Internal Displacement
Monitoring Centre further said
that disaster reports in Bangla-
desh, India, Nepal and Pakistan
tend only to be produced for
medium- to large-scale events,
meaning small-scale disasters
that together could lead to sig-
nificantly higher displacement

figures are not included.

“Assessments also tend to
focus on disaster damage and
loss but not on displacement,
so figures have to be extrapo-
lated from housing destruc-
tion data by applying average
household size calculations.
When displacement is specifi-
cally reported, data only cap-
tures people in relief camps or
evacuated by authorities, not
those who seek shelter with
host families or in informal
sites, which leads to underes-
timates,” it said.

The frequency of extreme
weather events such as floods
and heat waves is projected to
rise manifolds in India in the
future due to climate change,
according to a report by
researchers at the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Gandhi-
nagar, last year.

The study said the risk will
increase significantly under
the warming climate and vari-
ability in the El Nino-Southern
Oscillation - a recurring cli-
mate pattern involving changes
in the temperature of waters in
the central and eastern tropical
Pacific Ocean.
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Water levels in

state dams go
as low as 32.93%

HT Correspondent
htmumbai @hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Warter levels in the
dams across the state has
reduced to 32.93% by the mid-
dle of May and considering the
prediction that EI Nino could
affect the coming monsoon, the
state government has asked the
local bodies to assess the water
availability and supply situa-
tion and prepare plans to save
water.

Due to the water crisis, about
334 villages and 774 hamlets
have been getting water
through 245 tankers. Out of
that, 118 tankers are running in
Thane, Palghar, Raigad and
Ratnagiri districts.

Also, the local administra-
tions of metro cities of the state
have been forced to supply
water through tankers to the
areas in the outskirts of the
city.
Fune has decided to cut
water supply for a day every
week, and Nashik also has the
same plan but is yet to take a
final decision.

Maharashtra has a total of
3,040 small, medium and
major dams across the state
with a total live storage capac-
ity of 40,378meum (million
cubic metres),

In 2022, Maharashtra

received a good monsoon, and
all its dams were full. However,
by the middle of May 2023, the
live (usable) storage of all these
dams has been reduced to
32.93%.

Konkan regions, including
Thane, Palghar, Raigad, have
much less water available in
their major dams compared to
last year. Major dams in these
areas had 45.12% water last
year during the same period
and now, these dams have
37.36% water storage.

Water availability in Pune
region is the lowest compared
to others. Water storage in the
dams of this region has
reduced to 24.35% whereas, all
other regions have more than
35% water in their dams.

As per the norms, every local
body had to utilise the available
water till July 15. However, due
to the El Nino effect, recently
the CS office had asked all the
municipal corporations to
stretch the use of available
water till August 31,

This has resulted in water
cuts in various cities. Recently,
Pune municipal corporation
has declared that water supply
will be cut one day every week.
Nashik has also prepared the
same proposal but there has
been no decision on it due to
political pressure,

Bringing water to Mumbai
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40 years on, UP’s lost river
Neem springs back to life

Rahul.Singhl@timesgroup.com

Meerut: Lost for more than
four decades, the Neem river
in UP’s Hapur district has be-
en brought back to life after
repeated pleas by activists
and environmentalists to the
state government to remove
squatters and structures on
its banks finally led to action.
Therejuvenationwork, going
on for two years, was comple-
ted after huge swathes of en-
croached land were cleared.

On Wednesday, a “river re-
juvenation utsav” was inau-
gurated by Swatantra Dev
Singh, cabinet minister of jal
shakti along with Dinesh
Khatik, junior minister for
jalshaktiinUP,

The Neem river emana-
ting from Hapur district me-
anders through Bulandshahr
and Aligarh districts, cove-
ring a distance of about

REJUVENATED: Neem, covering
a distance of about 188km, is a
tributary of the Ganga. It is
roughly 15-20m wide & 20ft deep

188km. It is a tributary of the
Ganga and merges into the
eastern Kali river. The river
isapproximately 15-20 metres
wide and 20 feet deep.

“With its comeback, villa-
ges and areas along the river
will benefit. Besides, there
will be restoration of natural
habitat for plants and ani-
mals,” said Raman Kant Tya-
gi, founder of Indian River
Council based in Meerut.

Tyagi said, “The origin of

the river was traced in Datiy-
anavillage in 2021 throughsa-
tellite mapping and British
gazetteer. But, for many deca-
des, farmers had been diver-
ting the water and changing
its course. With the help of
the district administration,
the farmers were sensitised
about the significance of the
river, which was once consi-
dered alifeline for the region,
comprising nearly 200 villa-
ges that were affected in one
way or the other.”

He added, “The farmers
agreed to vacate the land. A
proposal was sent to the state
government by the minor ir-
rigation department. After
getting approval, ariver reju-
venation project was started
which has now concluded.”

The campaign’'s success
has led environmentalists to
demand urgent action torevi-
ve the Yamuna and Hindon.
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