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K.T. Rama Rao

KTR SHOWCASES
KALESHWARAM
PROJECT IN U.S.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 22

The state government's flag-
ship programmes —
Kaleshwaram, the world's
largest multi-stage lift irriga-
tion project, and Mission
Bhagiratha, the ambitious
drinking water project — have
received thunderous applause
from the Civil Engineers in
the US on Morday.

Telangana state’s enduring
symbols of engineering excel-
lence have earned laurels at
the World Environmental and
Water Resources Congress
held at Nevada, USA and the
Kaleshwaram Project has
received a global recognition
from the American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE).

Maria C. Lehman, President,
ASCE has presented
Proclamation to IT and
Industries Minister K.T.
Rama Rao bestowing a distin-
guished recognition on the lift
irrigation project as an
‘Enduring Symbol of
Engineering Progress and
Partnership’. Rama Rao has
received the rare honour to
represent an Indian state on a
global platform at the World
Environmental and Water
Resources Congress organ-
ized by the ASCE .

The minister was invited to
give a detailed presentation
on the topic Many Benefits
and Social Equity from
Lifting a River: Story of the
World's Largest Multi-stage
Lift Irrigation Project” at the
conference attended by over
1000 delegates from across the
world.

The American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE) repre-
sents more than 1,50,000 mem-
bers of the c¢ivil engineering
profession in 177 countries.
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‘India lost over 1.3L lives in disasters linked to
extreme weather, climate change in 50 years’

Globally, 11,778 reported disasters led to more than 2 mn deaths & $4.3 trillion in economic losses during this period

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Extreme weather,
climate and water-related events
caused 573 disasters in India
between 1970 and 2021 that
claimed 1,38,377 lives, according
to data from the World Meteoro-
logical Department, a specialised
agency of the United Nations.
Globally, 11,778 reported
disasters led to more than two
million deaths and $4.3 tril-
lion in economic losses during

this period. Over 90 per cent of

the reported deaths worldwide
occurred in developing countries.

The WMO issued the new
findings for the quadrennial World
Meteorological Congress which

People take rest inside a concrete pipe on a hot summer day, in
Gurugram, on Monday

on earth by the end of 2027.
The “United Nations Early Meteorological Congress, WMO's
Warnings for All initiative” is  top decision-making body.

The researchers found that
if the planet warms by

1.5 degrees Celsius, 15
per cent of species they
studied will be at risk of
experiencing unfamiliarly
hot temperatures across at
least 30 per cent of their
existing geographic range
in a single decade

opened in Geneva in Switzerland ~ warning services reach everyone one of the top strategic priorities
on Monday with a high-level dia-
logue on accelerating and scal-
ing up action to ensure that early

due to be endorsed by the World

Asia reported 3,612 disasters
attributable to weather, climate
and water extremes, with 9,84,263
deaths and $1.4 trillion in eco-
nomic losses.

“Between 1970 and 2021, Asia
accounted for 47 per cent of all
reported deaths worldwide, with
tropical cyclones being the leading
cause of reported deaths. Tropi-
cal cyclone Nargis in 2008 led to
1,38,366 deaths,” the WMO said.

Bangladesh reported the
highest number of human deaths
(5,20,758) in Asia due to 281
events, the data showed.

In India, 573 disasters report-
edly killed 1,38377 people
between 1970 and 2021.

Continued on P4
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India lost...

In Africa, 1,839 disas-
ters caused 7,33,585 deaths
and $43 billion in economic
losses. Droughts caused
95 per cent of the reported
deaths. Tropical cyclone Idai
in March 2019 was the cost-
liest event that occurred in
Africa ($2.1 billion).

“The most vulnerable
communities unfortunately
bear the brunt of weather,
climate and water-related
hazards,” WMO Secretary-
General Prof. Petteri Taa-
las said. Extremely severe
cyclonic storm "Mocha’
exemplifies this. It caused
widespread devastation in
Myanmar and Bangladesh,
impacting the poorest of the
poor, he said. The frequency
of extreme weather events
such as floods and heatwaves
is projected to rise manifold

in India in the future due to
climate change, according to
a report released by research-
ers at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Gandhinagar,
last year. India recorded
2,227 human casualties due
to extreme weather events

in 2022, according to the
Annual Statement on Climate
of India, issued by the India
Meteorological Department.

Meanwhile, climate
change is likely to abruptly
push up to 30 per cent spe-
cies over tipping points as
their geographic ranges reach
unforeseen temperatures,
according to a study.

The researchers found
that if the planet warms by
1.5 degrees Celsius, 15 per
cent of species they stud-
ied will be at risk of expe-
riencing unfamiliarly hot
temperatures across at least
30 per cent of their exist-
ing geographic range in a
single decade, However, this
doubles to 30 per cent of spe-
cies at 2.5 degrees Celsius of
warming, they said.

The study, published in
the journal Nature Ecol-
ogy & Evolution, analysed
data from over 35,000 spe-
cies of animals — includ-
ing mammals, amphibians,
reptiles, birds, corals, fish,
cephalopods and plankton
— and seagrasses from every
continent and ocean basin,
alongside climate projections
running up to 2100.

The researchers inves-
tigated when areas within
each species’ geographical
range will cross a threshold
of thermal exposure, defined
as the first five consecutive
years where temperatures
consistently exceed the most
extreme monthly tempera-
ture experienced by a spe-
cies across its geographic
range over recent history
(1850-2014).

Once the thermal expo-
sure threshold is crossed,
the animal is not necessar-
ily going to die out, but there
is no evidence that it is able
to survive the higher tem-
peratures, according to the
researchers.

‘The research projects that
for many species there could
be an abrupt loss of habitat
due to future climate change,
they said. WITH AGENCY INPUTS
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KLIS: Enduring symbol
of engineering progress

American Society of Civil Engineers bestows prestigious recognition on project

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Telangana’s Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-
tion Project has been recognised as an
‘enduring symbol of engineering
progress and partnership’ by the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE),
the United States of America’s oldest
engineering society founded in 1852.

The ASCE’s plaque, bestowing this
prestigious recognition to the project,
was handed over to IT and Industries
Minister KT Rama Rao at the World En-
vironmental and Water Resources Con-
gress in Nevada, US on Monday. The
ACSE recognition, pointing out that the
project strives to increase the total cul-
tivable command area across the 13 dis-
tricts in addition to stabilising the exist-
ing cultivable command area, also said
the project, in addition to constructing
new reservoirs, was rejuvenating exist-
ing ones as well.

ASCE president Maria Lehman,
through the plaque, bestowed the dis-
tinguished recognition on the Kalesh-

waram Lift Irrigation Project as ‘an en- Spans THE IMPACT
during symbol of engineering progress © Has transformed Telangana into
and partnership’. Minister Rama Rao, 500 km» new rice bow! of India

© Gross irrigated land increased
by 119%; paddy production
multiplied fourfold, from
3 million tonnes in 2015-16 to
15 million tonnes in 2022-23

encompasses

addressing the event later, called the
13 districts

journey of Telangana a story of re-
silience and transformation, of ground-
breaking engineering achievements and

°

Utilises extensive
canal network of over

the odyssey of the purpose-driven lead- 1,800 km Gross Sown Area [N o
ership of one man. The Kaleshwaram lift ~— [SSEES_—. | MRS W@ A [) /oo (GSA) increased [ RaNIEIL
3o 3 % d Missi Bhagi © Has seven mega links, increased from
irrigation project and Mission Bhagi- 28 packages and 2014-15 55 lakh Geves

ratha, he said, were not only completed
in record time but also with utmost effi-
ciency and cost-effectiveness.
Telangana had achieved extraordi-
nary milestones in the last nine years,
and was now boasting the highest per
capita income in the country, had be-
come the second-largest contributor of
rice from the earlier position of 24th and

in 2015-16 to
97 lakh acres
2021-22 in 2021-22,

198 lakh acresf] a 279% increase

MISSION BHAGIRATHA

© Designed to provide safe reliable
piped drinking water to every
household

© 28 million people benefiting

with a 139 MW capacity

© Water storage
arrangements in
20 reservoirs

Has largest man-made
storage reservoir in
India — Mallanna Sagar

was the only State in India providing O Hroleetina B from Mission Bhagiratha

free drinking water to its citizens. Telangana’s irrigation © Has successfully eliminated
“When K Chandrashekhar Rao led the landscape fluoride contamination
Telangana Statehood movement and be- © To utilise over 240 © Reduced the number of fluoride-

affected villages from 967 to zero

Made TS only State in India to
achieve 100% coverage of tap
water connections

came the first elected Chief Minister of
the State, he had a clear vision of trans-
forming Telangana and improving the
lives of its people,” he said.  (SEE PAGE 2)

TMC of water, with
allocations for irrigation, °
municipal water supply,
industrial usage and

drinking water

IT and Industries Minister K'T' Rama Rao receiving the
plaque from ASCE president Maria Lehman, on Monday.

“Through strategic planning, innovative
thinking, and meticulous execution, he
translated his vision into tangible re-
sults. The completion of the project in
record time stands as a testament to his
exceptional leadership and his ability to
turn ambitious ideas into concrete
achievements,” Rama Rao added.
Narrating the Kaleshwaram story,
Rama Rao said the Chief Minister had
assumed the roles of both chief architect
and engineer, and despite naysayers and
conventions, devised the Kaleshwaram
Multi-Stage Lift Irrigation Project, the
first-of-its-kind in India and the largest
in the world. The Kaleshwaram project,
which lifts river water from an elevation
of 90 metres to 618 metres above sea
level, was completed in a record span of
just four years with an investment of $11
billion. The Minister, explaining the
magnitude of the project, said the

amount of earth moved during its con-
struction would fill 101 Pyramids of
Giza, while the steel used in the project
would be enough to build 66 Eiffel Tow-
ers, and the concrete poured would
erect 53 Burj Khalifas and in the Ameri-
can context, a few Hoover Dams. “The
project is a testament to a leader’s re-
lentless pursuit and unwavering com-
mitment. KCR, by lifting a river against
all odds, has uplifted millions of lives
and livelihoods in Telangana,” he said.
The project, he said, not only solved the
State’s water problems but is now play-
ing an instrumental role in boosting the
five revolutions — the Green Revolu-
tion (agriculture), White Revolution
(Dairy sector), Pink Revolution (live-
stock), Blue Revolution (fisheries) and
Yellow Revolution (Oil Palm and edible
oils). He also offered to host the IPWE
convention in Telangana in 2025.
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