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SRINAGAR

The Union government on
Friday instructed officials
in Jammu & Kashmir to
scale up efforts for “better
utilisation of the country’s
rights under the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty (IWT)” over the
three rivers flowing
through the Union Territo-
ry. Deputy National Securi-
ty Adviser Sari Vikram Mis-
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Indus Waters Treaty: Centre advises J&K
to scale up efforts for ‘better utilisation’

ri chaired the second
meeting of the special task
force in Srinagar “to en-
sure exercise of India’s
rights under the IWT", a
spokesman said.

The meeting took stock
of the progress made on
various hydro power pro-
jects in J&K. It was noted
that progress had been
made on several fronts and
emphasis was laid on com-
pleting the works on all the

Indus Basin Projects in a
timely manner to enable
better utilisation of India’s
rights under the IWT, the
spokesman said.

The high-level meeting
was attended by top offi-
cials, including J&K’s Prin-
cipal Secretary of the Pow-
er Development
Department, officials from
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs and Commissioner

(Indus) and the Ministry of

Jal Shakti.

The Deputy NSA also
met J&K Lieutenant-Gover-
nor (L-G) Manoj Sinha and
apprised him of the ongo-
ing efforts to monitor im-
plementation of hydro
power projects in the In-
dus Basin under the direc-
tions of the Prime Minis-
ter's Office. “The L-G
assured full cooperation in
this national endeavour,”
the spokesman said.
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Delhi govt will completely clean Yamuna by
2025 under CM’s 6-point action plan: Min

ARGHYA BHASKAR

NEW DELHI: Water minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj revealed
the details of the government’s
progress and highlighted key
milestones achieved so farunder
the ‘Clean Yamuna by 2025’
plan in a press conference held
on Friday.

The plan encompasses vari-
ous strategic initiatives that will
address the longstanding pollu-
tion issues and modernise the
sewage system in Delhi. With
the implementation of this plan,
the Delhi government aims to
ensure the sustainable devel-
opment of the city while safe-
guarding its natural resources,
Bharadwaj highlighted the gov-
ernment’s proactive approach
towards cleaning the Yamuna
tiver and modernising the sew-
age system in Delhi. He revealed
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that 4,08,183 households have
already been provided with
free sewer connections under
the Kejriwal government’s
initiatives.

Bharadwaj said that the resi-
dents of Delhi are aware that
cleaning of the Yamuna river has
been a priority of the Delhi gov-
ernment, He said that there are
several rivers that pass through
major cities in the country and
multiple state governments as
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well as the Centre are working
on cleaning these rivers. “Today
we will present in front of you
a scientific plan that has been
devised by the Delhi govern-
ment to clean up the Yamuna
river. Arvind Kejriwal had con-
ducted an important press con-
ference in November 2021 and
presented a 6-step approach that
the Delhi government would
begin work on,” he said.
Explaining the benefit of
adding more colonies to the
sewerage system, the Delhi
Water minister said that if a
colony is not connected to the
grid, then the sewage generated
from it will eventually flow into
the Yamuna through small and
big drains. But by providing the
colony with a sewerage system,
you ensure that the sewage is
taken to a STP, said Bharad-
waj. Enlisting other equipment

that will assist in cleaning of
the Yamuna river, he added
that Delhi earlier did not have
any Automatic Sewer Cleaning
Machines but now there are 200
such machines that are being
used to clean the sewage lines
in the national Capital,

The Water minister also
said that in some unauthorised
colony areas within Delhi, the
sewer lines have been installed,
but since getting a connection
is expensive, people have not
been able to pay for it. There-
fore, in order to keep Delhi clean
and Yamuna free from pollu-
tion, free sewer connections are
being provided by the govern-
ment to Delhi residents under
the Mukhyamantri Muft Sewer
Connection Yojana, He added
that so far 4,08,183 connections
have been provided to house-
holds under this scheme.
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Nine years of Modi rule: 9.88 cr tap
waler connections in rural houses

DHIRENDRA KUMAR

NEW DELHI: At a time when
the Opposition parties are cor-
nering the government, which
is led by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, over the issues of
inflation, unemployment, etc,
there is a lot for the government
to showcase its achievements as
the Centre has provided 9.88
crore tap connections in nine
years of its governance.

According to Jal Shakti
Ministry data, prior to 2014,
there were just 2.19 crore tap
connections in the country and
after the launch of Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) in 2019, over
8.86 crore tap water connec-
tions were provided to rural
households.

Notably, the JJM scheme
was launched on August 15,
2019 by the Prime Minis-
ter from the ramparts of the
Red Fort. At the time of JJM
launch, there were over 16.21
crore (16,21,46,959) house-
holds without tap water con-
nection and till date (May
26), 8.86 crore (8,86,13,579)
rural households have been
provided with tap water con-
nections, which means 54.65
percent rural households are
getting clean drinking water
through taps.

As of now, 12,09,76,417
households have tap water
connection. However, as per
the data, there were just 2.19

Prior to 2014, only
2.19 crore tap
water connections
and after launch of
Jal Jeevan Mission
in 2019, over 8.86
crore connections
have been
established

crore tap water connections
during 1947 to 2014, which
was mainly under the regime
of Congress. The time period
of March 1998 to May 2004 was
under the rule of the BJP-led
government.

There were over 3.23 crore
households with tap water con-
nections till August 15, 2019,
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which is 16.64 per cent of the
total households and after the
launch of the JJM in nearly
four years, 62.20 per cent
households are with tap water
connections.

Among the 34 states & UTs,
eight states have achieved 100
percent tap water connections,
while Himachal Pradesh has
completed 98.44 per cent tap
water connections and Bihar
has achieved 96.21 per cent tap
water connection coverage.

The states like Goa, Guja-
rat, Haryana, Punjab, Telan-
gana, Puducherry, Andaman
& Nicobar and Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu have
achieved 100 percent tap water
connection to households.

The coverage of tap water
connection in Madhya Pradesh
is 49.36 percent followed by
Kerala (48.85%), Chbhattis-
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garh (45.64%), Uttar Pradesh
(44.31%), Rajasthan (38.70%),
Tharkhand (35.31%) and West
Bengal (33.25%).

Similarly, under Swachh
Bharat Mission-Gramin, the
government has been able to
achieve 100 percent sanitation
coverage in 2019 as since 2014
till date, additional 11.19 crore
toilets have been made and all
toilets have been geo-tagged as
well as verified.

As per the data, in contrary
to nine years of Modi govern-
ment, 8.92 crore toilets were
built during 2004 to 2014 and
with this number of toilets, the
reported sanitation coverage
was only 39 percent.

“Also, all these numbers
were not verified with geo-tag-
ging, which was introduced in
May 2014 and there were no
beneficiary details,” it stated.
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India reviews progress
on Indus basin projects

To enable better use of rlghts under water treaty

Tmnunm NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 26

The second meeting of the
task force to ensure the exer-
cise of India’s rights under
the Indus Water Treaty was
held on Friday. It noted that
progress had been made on
several fronts and emphasis
was laid on completing the
works on all the Indus basin
projects in a timely manner.

Chairing the review
meeting, Deputy National
Security Adviser Vikram
Misri said the purpose is to
utilise India’s rights under
the Indus Water Treaty
with Pakistan, said a Jam-
mu and Kashmir State
Power Development Corpo-
ration statement.

“It was noted that progress
had been made on several
fronts and emphasis was laid
on completing the works onall
the Indus basin projects in a
timely manner to enable bet-
ter utilisation of India’s rights

The Indus flows through Leh in the Ladakh region. fiLE

under the Indus Water Treaty,”
the statement from the gov-
emment-run Jammu and
Kashmir State Power Devel-
opment Corporation said.

India has already served a
notice to Pakistan seeking
modifications in the Indus
Water Treaty.

The meeting on the Indus
Water Treaty was attended by
officials from the Ministries of
External Affairs, Jal Shakti,
Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration among others.

Misri also called on J&K

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha and informed him of
the efforts to monitor the
implementation of hydro
power projects in the Indus
basin. “The L-G assured full
cooperation of the UT
administration in this
national endeavour,” said
the Power Development
Corporation statement.
Misri also met senior military
and security officials and was
briefed on the prevailing situa-
tion in the Kashmir Valley.
(With PTI inputs)
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Micro-irrigation projects on
2.5 lakh acres soon: Khattar

TriBunNE NEWS SERVICE

MAHENDRAGARH, MAY 26

The state government was
planning  micro-irrigation
projects on 2.5 lakh acres of
agricultural land and con-
structing 4,000 on-farm water
tanks to facilitate this project.
An action plan was also ready
for the construction of vari-
ous structures for rainwater
harvesting to improve the
water table.

This was stated by Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tarwhile holding Jan Samvad
programme in Satnali on the
concluding day of his three-
day visit to the district on Fri-
day. He laid the foundation
stone of a micro-irrigation
project worth Rs 8.21 crore for
four villages and inaugurated
the building of Government
Veterinary Hospital.

“We have promoted micro-
irrigation, which has turned
out to be helpful in ground-
water conservation to a large
extent. In order to move this
programme ahead, a target of
installing 1,000 piezometers

The Chief Minister addresses a gathering during Jan Samvad
programme at a village in Mahendragarh on Friday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

DONGRA AHIR VILLAGERS HOLD PROTEST

® Residents of Dongra Ahir village organised a protest out-
side the house where the Chief Minister stayed after Jan
Samvaad programme in the neighbouring Sihma village.
They shouted slogans against the state government

B They were opposing the CM's announcement of giving Sih-
ma village the status of sub-tehsil. “We have been raising
the demand of getting the status of sub-tehsil for our village,
but the CM ignored it completely and announced the same
for Sihma,” said one of the protesters of Dongra Ahir village

in villages by identifying low-
water areas has been estab-
lished under the Atal Bhujal
Yojana for 2023-24,” he added.

Later, while addressing the

Jan Samvaad in Nangal Siro-
hi, the CM announced to shift
the CHC being run in the old
building of the PHC in a new
building so that the people of

the area could get better
health services. He also felic-
itated the beneficiaries of the
Mukhyamantri Vivah Sha-
gun Yojana, automated pen-
students besides giving cards
to the eligible beneficiaries of

Khattar inspected the
waterworks in Bhalkhi wvil-
lage and said providing clean
drinking water to the com-
mon man was the priority of
the gavernment. In order to
provide uninterrupted water
supply during the summer
season, new waterworks
were being constructed
across the state,

Earlier in Bawania village,
the CM exhorted the women
to adopt self-employment by
forming self-help groups.
‘“There are immense possibil-
ities of sewing centres, coarse
grain products, pickles and
other small-scale industries
around the IMT to be built on
about 10,086 acres in Khu-
dana village. The women can
avail its benefits by forming
self-help groups,’ he added.
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Indus Waters Treaty at a glance

The Treaty was
signed in 1960
after nine years
of negotiations
between India
and Pakistan The Treaty
sets out a
World Bankis ' mechanism for
signatory of tooperation
the Treaty and
The Treaty allocates information
the Western Rivers exchange
(Indus, Jhelum, between the
Chenab) to Pakistan ~ two tountries

INDIA GETS EASTERN
RIVERS (RAVI, BEAS,

SUTLEJ)

The disagreement

between India The Treaty is

and Pakistan onsidered one
concerns the of the most .
design featuresof  syccessful

the Kishenganga  international

and Ratle pacts

power plants

IN 2016, PAKISTAN ASKED
THE WORLD BANK TO
FACILITATE THE SETTING UP
OF A COURT OF ARBITRATION
TO LOOK INTO ITS CONCERNS
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India
sought
appointment
of a neutral
expert for
the same

purpose

SOURCE: WORLD BANK

‘ONEBRIGHT SPOT’

Indus Water Treaty: Task Force takes
stock of hydro power projects in J&K

YESHI SELI @New Delhi

THE second meeting of the
Task Force on Indus Water
Treaty took place in Srinagar
on Friday. The meeting was
chaired by Deputy National Se-
curity Advisor Vikram Misri.
Misri took stock of the
progress made on various hy-
dro power projects in the Union
territory of Jammu and Kash-
mir. He also met Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha and ap-
prised him of the ongoing ef-
forts to monitor implementa-
tion of hydro power projects in
the Indus Basin under the di-

rections from thePrime Minis-
ter’'s Office.

Meanwhile, the LG assured
Misri of full cooperation of the
UT administration in this na-
tional endeavour:

Meanwhile, Misri met with
the top military and security
officials in the Union territory
during his visit. He was briefed
on the ongoing situation in
Jammu &Kashmir.

Misri appreciated the secu-
rity arrangement in Srinagar
for the just-concluded G20
Working Group on Tourism
meeting.It was noted that
progress had been made on sev-

eral fronts and emphasis was
laid on completing the works
on all the Indus Basin Projects
in a timely manner to enable
better utilisation of India’s
rights under the Treaty.

The meeting was attended,
by the Principle Secretary Pow-
er Development Department,
J&K UT and officials of the
concerned executing agencies.
Officials from the relevant Gov-
ernment of India ministries
and agencies, including the
Ministry of External Affairs
and Commissioner (Indus)
Ministry of Jal Shakti, attend-
ed the meeting,.
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