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Pune: Live storage in several
major dams of Maharashtra,
mainly in Pune and Konkan
regions, has plunged lower
than last year.

In Konkan, which has
dams projects in Palghar, Th-
ane, Sindhudurg and Raigad,
live storage is now 33% com-
pared to42% during the same
period last year. In the Pune
region, which includes major
projects in Pune, Kolhapur,
Sangli, Satara and Kolhapu,
live storage has dropped to
17% from last vear's 23%.

Experts have raised con-
cerns, especially because last
vear had no El Nino threat
while the upcoming mon-
soon is likely to be under sig-
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Water levels in most dams in
state drop lower than last yr

nificant influenceof thisphe-
nomenon which isassociated
with lower than normal rain-
fall across India The live stor-
age in all major dams in Am-
ravati revenue region is 42%,
slightly lower than 43% on
the same day last vear. In Au-
rangabad revenueregion too,
the level is currently 39.56 %,
as against 40.63% recorded
on May 29, 2022,

The situation is relatively
better in Nagpur and Nashik
regions where live storage in
major dams is higher than
last vear during the same pe-
riod. On Monday, live storage
in Nagpur was 42.92% as
against last year’s 33.80%. In
Nashik, the level was 34.99 %
asagainst last vear's 31.62 %.

“Most dams that supply
water for drinking purposes

generally have availability
till the end of July even if
monsoon during the first two
months of the season is sub-
par or delayed. There have
been meetings between top
officials at the district level
based on the possibility of El
Nino and less than normal
rainfall in parts of Maha-
rashtra this vear,” said a se-
nior state water resources de-
partment official.

The official added, *Even
if dam levels in some places
are less than last year’s dur-
ing the same period, plans
are in place at the field level to
deal with any contingency.”

An irrigation depart-
ment official from Pune said,
“If monsoon is delayed in
Pune, drinking water will be
available till July 15. The

availability may further en-
hance bevond this datedueto
water cuts every Thursday or
onarotational-basis supply.”
Thecollective waterstock
in four Pune dams (Khadak-
wasla, Waragaon, Panshet,
Temghar) was 24.24%) on
Monday. During the same pe-
riod last year, it was 21.56%.
Dr Akshay Deoras, re-
searchscientistat the Univer-
sity of Reading, UK, who is
closely following the south-
west monsoon, told TOL
“Theforecast isof a hot June,
delayed arrival of monsoon,
and below-average rainfall
during the rainy season.
Hence, water conservation is
important, for which impos-
ing early water cuts would be
essential, especially in areas
where water levels are low.”
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Joint survey on river erosion to be
undertaken at Farraka Barrage

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The West Bengal Govern-
ment and the Farakka Bar-
rage Project Authority
(FBPA) have decided to
conduct a joint survey of
chars (land) formed due to
erosion along the river
Ganga in the State.

A meeting was held bet-
ween senior officials of the
West Bengal Government
and the FBPA on Monday,
where it was decided to
take a holistic approach to
combating river erosion.

“A joint survey of the
land (char) which has
emerged in the opposite
side of Malda across the
Ganges is to be conducted
so that it can be taken up
with the Govt. of Jhark-

hand for its proper man-
agement. A similar exer-
cise would need to be
taken up near Jalangi at the
exit point of the river Gang-
es into Bangladesh,” a
press statement by the Go-
vernment of West Bengal
said.

Protection of towns
The statement added that
the erosion pattern of the
Ganga had changed up-
stream and downstream of
the Farakka Barrage, and
there are important towns,
apart from public infras-
tructure, in this area that
need to be protected.

“The stretch is long and
a piece-meal approach
may not work. It was there-
fore impressed upon the
FBPA that their jurisdiction

should be expanded and
should include important
towns/habitations so that a
holistic approach is under-
taken by FBPA in combat-
ing the river erosion,” the
release said.

According to West Ben-
gal Government, lakhs of
people have been dis-
placed from their habita-
tion and there has been a
massive loss of lives, liveli-
hood and property, includ-
ing of public infrastructure
such as schools, hospitals,
and health centres.

The State government
said that the jurisdiction of
the FBPA had been re-
duced in 2017 from 120 km
to 19.4 km , which had left
out important towns, in-
cluding Dhulian and Sam-
sherganj.
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Twin reservoirs
shrivel in realty storm

A the Tebmgna Cabinet armeumces the serapping of GO L realty begins o boom around Cemansigar and
Hamaatssgar reservoirs, reignitmg the debaie on the defimition and acoe] cost of real cstae developmient

Swpthl Yadlamudi

HTTERABAD
hiee calen wabers of Gandipen Lake, a
wel | knarwn 1okt destination in Hyd

erabad, are cyogh in dhe mids of el

"
pinsteal ey shead of thie
biind colberts E50 per head as o enirance fee 10
po o ehe lake, which wes onice a free-for-all enir.
Thasy ohject fo anybody seen in the surrom dings

Wy N LS & camara around here,” the
puard warre, standing at the resereois where
lakhs of toumisis mighi Im-w -'va.'d and clicked
et ovvr S st o

Restricied estry

Mhehrooming in close proximity i the resesvoir
in o pletharrs of meewe villas s i siored by
Ings. Excavanr machinery b dephoyed by prian:
ikders o Harien the e S More CoTesonC

st Cervermament Cirder #5000 110

Sinew e Cahinet devision e scrap Ga 100
wats shared with the mesdia by Ssae Finance Mi
nister T. Harish oo recenly, the apea around the
reservoir  became wenetrable foriress
e jalelic stosessen B orestricied, and the
presence of mindls camerns B qeestdonal.

Dehate over scrappisg of Gk 11
Pesraiile, thi cancelbnion of GUL iid has -
s thie popee of dehare @ all news chanmels.
ed emviranmenialists ook w mukiphe me-
dia phstforms in condemn the mime.

Wit cmes 2 3 mrprise to everyone is that
e miadn stakehodders, the poople of the villages
wheere the Gk Is In force, malnGaining & sole
sikence

A landl coamer at Shavrshabad vilkge K, Fanga
Py iy, 11 s bonc sl W rojoicns. Wi st
e thds I Juss an eleoton gimmick "

~somenne will go i the court and bring a stay
ordeer, and the government would £hen koree one
bt irean s e s, e siys

In hose of Pealry B
Mr. Ramga Reddy b= not a iraditional Brmer bat
Tt Lanal in Shaisaduilud village Troin & Darmser
widy hack: In 20007 In i hivpe that thie land prices
winild spike phenomenally. And he 1s not disap-
painted

Dlesgpube K mestrictions impessd on constre-
tions in the area by way of GO 1L real estane
Pprices barve never stopped rising

=The price of the agriculiural land remges be
wisen 25 crure and B8 crore per acre depencing
o thie lcation. As of fow, there i8 no elfec of
the GO [0 arsouncement on the prices here, as
people are comious while making ireesiments,”
saye Jagadish Reddy, a kocal resdior in Muimesbod,
whene Gl Toe ke lien il 0
fammhoses.

Wihat GoOL 11l says

GLL. 110 was Bsud 27 ears ago, in March 1996,
Tior the predection of (sman Sager and Himayss
Sagar reserwoirs, which were major drinking wa-
ber sources for Hyderahad ciiy, i wes ssued after
makimy smendrments b an eardier onder isssed in
(-8

The G0 11 probdbies the esahlzhmen of pol-
ing industries, mapor hotels, residential colo-
e, sl ot pelbutmg hedies in the catchment
ol Ui ks g v 100 ke simvit v v e Full
Tamk Level (FTLL This covers 132 lakh acres in

ee

il
BOVCTTITC
I ever
implemaenied
ke oircler.
Thazy et
stoppeal

vinliring rh
ko
menticaE in
the orcler.

K.
PIMUSHIFTHAN
HEDY

24 villgges of seven mandats in che ersrutibe Ra
ga Reddy disiric. OF the 1,32 lakh scres, over 20
kakh scres are pvernmeni bnd, and the rest are
puivare.

Boope for :\esldemlaldﬁokrnmcnu
An paar G500 101, only reside
iy b prerrrtmed in the el anea, siliject
o condliions. Accordingly, 606 of the il area
o ehe layouts inthese 34 vilkyges shoold be strict
iy beft s e spmaces sl reauds,

G 0 el dhe then Hyderaad Urhan
Deeelopuient Authoriy (UL, s Hyders
bad  Memopolitan  Development  Authoricy
(HMDAL, oo classif 909% of the area in these il
g as agriculiul il Borticuliare
and Noriosdnes:. This lrl'l thar anly 5% of the
area for residential development.

whichs Bmbs
riiesdl v klings 7

Besides, polhring mdusiries were hanned
wighm a Wkdlometnes upsimmm and down
strwam off e water baclies 66 prosernt acidilics
rion of the reservelrs due o alr polision

Huwever, this provision was diluied by anotdy
er G, released m 20, which drastically re-
] the no-onresnaion e o 0.5 kim Mo
the FTL, and ahe FAl restricthens wens limined oo
resideniial estzblishments cnly within a 1km
dius

Protection of mw water channels

i 11 by has provisions for the protection of
the raw waier channels from Osman Sagar o
Asifreygsr and hans layouts and beldings for 2
T of 104} Sset Erom the comdiin sie bous
dary.

Ilrll'm«I pipelines musi ke laid parallel io the
and no mewerage or sullage water dis-
.-m.w shvirsdil b alkwiad (e r———r.
wands che conduies, it sald.

Farnpuant cansruction sciady in Be pzmnaed ares ol the Quranugsr
ity & A elaten of S seiliiteaes e posed Ly wary ol G0 111, e
absodithae of s bs e By oo By The gEeemmest reoomily
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Flouting norms
Soom afiter the ooder was ssued, the then goven-
ment weni bk on it and socerded permission o
sempiing it from the prod
shore. The exemyption wis challerged in the High
Camwt and then in the Supreme Cour, with ihe
Extter rulimg in freour of G0, 111
The apes A pre— e i
aheestrial unht, hasing the judgemen on te Pre
cautiorary Princple’, which is still cired by acti
vists in supgori of their arguiment

i

Covasmittes e Mrais i guidelines
Last year, the Telangna government announced
that Gk 1M uw-cl‘t‘r\u scrapped and issved or-

iiieEnes aud detaled regalaions for the e
lopment of the area that came wnder the catch
mem of the fwin reservoins,

The Telngeo greernment sought o saoap
the order saying that te dependency o these
1w peservolrs for drinking water supply had de
creased io 1.2%% now, compared o 27555 when
G, 10 ueas e

T comrmmittes's termes of meference Fchuded
determining measures against pollution, zoning
guidelines, modalites for the development of
tromk: infrastr
Srwigge Troatmenst Plans (5T0, cBversios

wandl mhers in the
aresl, meanes of re

“ sogrre mohibr
q:"l:" 1 [i

“The price of the o rame

agriculivrl L minges work b take up

he infrastruciere
in onder o rego
late the develop

herween 15 orore amd 2
TN T Ty

dependigan the ment, and neces-
ocariom, Ak al pow, =ary regulatory
there i o effenn of the Tessunes o b i

smed 0 gran

AL 1 aneRincement
am the: prices bere. as
Rk are cautices

ke or buiiding
permisioms,  ne
cosaary charnges in

while: making the ligal frame
vesimenis work, and oehers,
AREATIA N BEDY The  Cahinet,
i b s herwirir, had re

contly  renerard

the scrapping of GLOL 11, underscandably before
elections, and annmumced thai whatever regula-
ions appBed o the MO fersdicton woukd ab
o thee catchment area. Thete was 5o
ol the bighlevel commliies or =
recommendatinns

Challenges sl gvmsnter-challesgis
Woied activist and poliiclan Lubna Sarwarh
drrws atention 1o dee fact that the new
scrapping Gu, 10 was challenged n it
Camart aond bt Bl @irverniinedil liliad an alfidait
i Sepemnibaer 2023, coumer-<halkenging it
Wirhin eight months after the affidavit, the -
sl ammouncemseni abme scrapping GAO 11 has
T i, irvarnt wlsilie thee et i sub jalice.
Thae Feserviils Cnntisie o 2:pply drinking wa
ter 1o the oty evem maday, she polnis o, which
means that their caichment area i still ol
e

il istate, the driving Faro

The eagerne: i arwsry with all the restrictions
impused by GUL 11 is widely atiributed to the
skvranckiting resl estate market and the constant
saarch for new horlzms 1o expand.

However, the one I\IIIHII-I unanimoely
posed by all the ervirmnmental activiss oppasing
e dvigidn is, “Wlhes wes e GO, 11 s i
pemered for I io be scrapped™

0 povernmeni ks ever implemenied the
der, They never stopped wiolating the provisl
rimenticanisd in the nbir A thir presenil regine
has sucernded in creating an impression tha pe
ople in the cachmeni area are backwards he
i?.ll'ﬂcl:‘-\.'l 0. II1I|m'T|.~c|-:lctﬂur|rrwn| In gheir
view, only real esisbe develupment is develop
TR, sy enwirnrmse il a.l'l.'l\.‘lu.l'lpmﬂll
activist K. Funehinham Reddy.

A proviskom in Ga, 11, which enjoises the Hyd-
wrahad Metropokitan Waber Sopply & Sewerage
Brird b o 1 andis o EEg G
through INTU or any Central Univessity or any

or-

=T L g )
¥

aibiied the extatrkshment of solluting indestvies, major haiels, residential colonies, and other pollaTing Bodies in the catthment area 2| e hikos vp 0 X0 kilameres s the Full Tank Level This cossrs 132 lakh acres
el RSLNE AL

ather reputed agency womoniion the beeel of pes
ticides amd fermfizer reddues camied inio the
Eakas=, has perwer basen acdhered fo, U, Purmshaoih-
am Faddy sy

More imponndy, the reservolrs were de
signed by legendary engineer Mokshagondam
Viswesvaraya 2o part of the foad oomerol stirabegr,
et v kvt aeiong] Mhousds iof 0GR, Mo poavits et
and srys Incresssd wrhanisaton would reduce
water ahworption and resuk in fooding.

In his reeport i 1CFS, P, Visveswarra oibed 12
Temnls of ssmsilar or bessr intemsity dharing the
previons 300 pears s noted thar Ewmunity
from the Anods would come only from the oo
straction of flood cechment resenvois i the -
alwra,

Thds caarmes Dmin T g Chae Crasisan Sagar and Hi
TMayal Sager reservoirs with sorage capaciies of
1.8 tmactt and 2967 imcli respesciivel

Firnngi ala mistake s be roprased?
Questioning the Greemment’s promises ahos
proiecting both the sanks from polheion and en-
x, M. Purpshotham Reddy necalls
the slaius of Firangi Mala, & oomsoir ol il
has fallen Inmm dsuse. The drain was designsd
and construcied fmm Chandasvell on the Souch
il flbed 25 Rakes en o
oo Lk |

Wesi

in this, DUl Chy bt e experiencing devastr-
-mc|< annually, which was never heard of
e R

Appilid Hypdrogeokgsn and Techaical Mem
bier, Reservairs & Lakes (Water Domaln), Buresa
of Indian Standards {0151, BY, Subha B
has ben morkinyg with o
Agriculmine, remimds us dhar
still ssppy water commensurale with the capac
iy thesy were designed for, though in percersage
termns the quanitiy becumes ol pudny do
T sepdimsinzn of the ity peopuslatinn

Insclia [s @ signatory 1o the Sendal Framework,
which advorates for risk reduction sraegy iobe
inchucesd in planning, r Subb o o, The
et ] o risk i warhai planning is soem-
WAIET FENETREE, s proeei ecioss the ciges in
Indis in recent smis.
dering that the povermmeni = now

i thenisands o erones of rupeses on soem-
dirainegge, which disppasansd fom the ciry
awing i mindless real estate egpansion, it cer
tainhr appears betser in be safe than sy,

i Wil DESErvoirs

welfare neghected
Guldelines aned resirictions esdsr worl dwikds wich
regard o weier supply reservoins, and the exient
menticmed in GO 117 is oy KFS of the actul e
vk of e Bwin ficersois’ calchesn i,
which Is L300 square klomesres, he siys.

He allsn questions the apathy disploved by suc-
oo governiments fur the welfan: of the people

Tevinng in U ke haver aaria,
W altemative  seonombc  develment
schemis were propoeed for the 24 willages,
;r!llwh 0, explicitly stmed wliure and

pdl Sctivities. W Siill
imgeadt Newers Brom Bengadery and Chimoor”
M. Subrba Ran paoinis o

Wir: Sabrba Bao drrws o comparison with Kew
York and San Francisco, where a portion of the
waler charges ool soe diFvabaed o tue nesi
s In the canchmenn are. He alo cites the tra
drional practice im the Kuppam anea of Chitinor,
where it had besen customary for e comeeand
area gopulation to share i Barest with the
CRICHMERE A

The comirarian view

Tl Secratay of e Forum for Goad Ginvernaio
M. Padmamabha Reddy presenis the soke contrar
fan view from the acevist cirde

He feels that serapping GO, 1) woold release
1.52 lakh acrvs of R o g ke, which will
hiedp hring osn real estane prices for the com
maon man while benefiting the farmers in the 34
willages,

“& large numiber of check dams on the way
v medorsd the Teasding vk for the busi River,
renchering the reservoirs redundan for flood con
irol, Besdes, she HMIW regukstions stipolate that
1R of the krpout shaesd be beft for open gpa
The progosal lisiks gessd oo s, bl isgle
memiaton is the key,” he swys.
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With Shivakumar at helm, irrigation dept

may prioritise Mekedatu project

TN'spleain SC, greens’
opposition big hurdles

CHIRANJEEV] KULKARNI
- BENGALURU, DHNS

1 “’Ekdﬂtll ect,
| unerul’ IﬂEﬁI‘ﬂng the

Congressraised to garmer

thar, who led the Congresss |

padayatra to corner the BIF,
5 to give it high priority

as healsoholds the portiolio of

“We expect ewed i
3 4 ren in-
terest. A brief an the current
status is being prepared.” an
official said.

M B Patil and others. oH FILE PHOTD

to cost s 9,000 crore (2019
rates), It seeks to utilise the
addinonal 4,75 moc ft of water
allonted to Karnataka to meet
thedrinking water requirement
of*Bengaluruandits surround-
ings".

K&mﬂlmalmseeksmreg—

ulate the water flow to Tamil
MNadu and release the quantum
a3 per the 2018 direction of the
Supreme Court.

A gravity dam ar Mekedatu
tostore 6716 tme ft ofwater, an
underground power housewith
three caverns and other infra-

i structuretogenerate 400 MW

electricity.aachwellcun-pum-
phiouse tolift water are the ma-
jor compoments of the project.

Theproject requiresatotal of
12,979 acres, ofwhich 12,3454
acres will be submerged. Save
fior 500 acres of revenue land,
the rest of the kand that will go
under water belongs 1o the

Karnataka's pr l:ame
in the wake of the Supreme
Court order that allocated
284.75mehito

reduced the fow at Biligundiu
{towvards Tamil Madu) from 192
tme free177.25 tme fi.

Karnataka had argued that
the project was erucial for sup-
phying drinking water to “50%"
of Bengaluru, which is now re-
lymgmg-nmdwmandndﬁ

WIﬂl the BBMP elections

i round the corner, the govern-

et is likely to push for an ear-
lyapproval.

“The matter nesds approval
from CWMA, Supreme Court
and the Union environment
ministry. It's a long-drawn
process, However, consid-
ering that the water will be
pumnped for drinking purpose
and notirrigation, we hope to
convince the authorities at
each level,” a senior official
at Cauvery Neeravari Nigam

and Limitedtold DH.
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