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Bengalurw: Deputy chief mi-
nister DK Shivakumar has be-
en showing an “aggressive at-
titude”, as described by his
Tamil Nadu counterpart, af-
ter he took charge of the wa-
ter resources department by
asking officials to prepare for
implementation of the Meke-
datu reservoir project in Ka-
nakapura. But apparently
there is a mismatch between
his rhetoric and reality

In January last year, the
Congress led by Shivakumar
had undertaken a padayatra

Namma Neeru Namma
Hakku' (Our water, our right)
—which forced the Basavaraj
Bommai government to set
aside Rs 1,000 crore for star-
ting construction of the Rs
9.000-crore reservoir in its
2023-2024 budget.

The padayatra also gave
Shivakumar much-needed
political traction since it
was his first major event af-
ter taking over as president
of the Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee, Now
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With DKS at helm, Mekedatu water project
may get a major psh but hurdles aplenty

that Shivakumar is in the
saddle, pressure is on him to
implement the project,
Karnataka's decision to
build a dam in Mekedatu to
meet the drinking water ne-
eds of Bengaluru before Cau-
very water enters Tamil Na-
du, has been a source of fric-
tion between the two states,
Since the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment led by Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMEK)
is opposing the move, it won't
be easy for Shivakumar to ta-
ke up the project. As itisa
principal alliance partner of
UPA, the Congress may be for
ced to tread cautiously on the
issue ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. TN chief mini-
ster MK Stalin, who shares a
good rapport with Congress
brass, was present at the re-
cent oath-taking ceremaony of
the Siddaramaiah cabinet.
The project is awaiting se-
veral clearances from the
Centre. Karnataka has main-
tained that the surplus water
stored can be managed betwe-
en the two states during dis-
tress year, and there will be no
impact on TN's share. Howe-

RALLYING FOR WATER: A ﬁle photo of the Congress’
‘Namma Neeru Namma Hakku' padayatra

BE GENEROUS, WE'LL NOT
TROUBLE YOU: DCM TO TN

| “After our padayatra, (then) CM (Basavaraj
gl Bommai) had earmarked Rs 1,000 crore but it has
#1 not been spent yet. We have to make requisite

i preparations. It's not that we have any hatred for
Tamil Nadu or waging a war against it. Those
residing there are our brethren and their brethren
are here as well. It will benefit them also. we
have to help all the farmers in Cauvery basin. We
will store water and supply it to Bengaluru. The
project has already been approved in the Cauvery
Tribunal award. | am telling you (TN government)
that we will not trouble you. Be generous. We too
are generous. We have fought enough and
seen enough legal battles. it never helps. May
‘we deal with it harmoniously...”

ver, the neighbouring state is
of the view that the project
would “impound and divert”
the uncontroll=d water flow
from Kabini sub-basin, the
catchment area below Krish-
narajasagara, and also from
Simsha, Arkavathy, and Su-
varnavathi sub-basins, besi-
desother smallstreams.
Karnataka also claims
that it is well within its rights
toconstruct thedam since it is
for drinking water purposes

while Tamil Nadu argues that
it cannot be implemented wit-
hout the concurrence of the
lower riparian state.

“The projecis need app-
roval from the Cauvery Wa-
ter Management Authority,
the Supreme Court, and
Union environment mini-
stry,” said a water resources
department official.

Political analyst Vishwas
Shetty said Shivakumar, rea-
lising the hurdles, isnow play-

ing on the sentiments of pec-
ple. “They willearmark funds
in the budget and blame the
Centre for not giving clearan-
ces, and Tamil Nadu for crea-
ting legal hurdles,” he added.

Any delay in implemen-
tation is expected to draw
the ireof the BJP and JD(S).
“Shivakumar had made a
lot of noise when he was in
the opposition. Now, we will
see what action he takes.”
saida BJP MLA.
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The Kaleshwaram project which was completed in a record time has changed the landscape of Telangana.

Brimming with prosperity

After the formation of the State in 2014, the irrigation sector registers a massive turnaround with the State government creating infrastructure to irrigate
1.25 crore acres of agricultural land, besides catering to the drinking water and industrial needs of its growing population

caling up the irrigation
coverage was consid-
ered as the only option
to help revive the dwin-
dled fortunes of Telan-
gana. The fight for
Statehood owed mainly to the
mounting angst of the water-
starved millions in the region.

Decades of neglect of the irriga-
tion sources had spelt doom for its
people while the spectre of
drought that persisted for years
played havoc adding to their mis-
ery. Water became a scarce com-
modity though two major rivers
have been traversing through the
land. The raw deal meted out to it
in sharing of the river water
caused the heartburn.

Not even one-third of the pop-
ulation had access to safe drinking
water when Telangana was part
of the combined State. The access
to irrigation was much worse. It is
altogether a different story after
the formation of the new State.

The big reservoirs are brim-
ming once again. So is the case
with the irrigation tanks and
ponds. Wet years are being regis-
tered consecutively without fail in
the State. Bountiful rains resulted
in good times once again trigger-
ing reverse migration.

After the formation of the State
in 2014, the State government ac-
corded priority to the creation of
infrastructure to irrigate 125 lakh
acres of agricultural land, besides
catering to the drinking water and
industrial needs of its growing
population in the villages and
urban areas.

A focused approach was made
for speedy completion of ongoing
projects which were neglected for
years, rejuvenation of all minor ir-
rigation tanks and water bodies
under ‘Mission Kakatiya’, mod-
ernisation of major projects like
Nagarjuna Sagar, Nizam Sagar and
Sri Ram Sagar. Three major lift ir-
rigation projects -- Kaleshwaram,
Palamuru Ranga Reddy, and
Sitarama - were taken up, rekin-
dling hope among the people.

Kaleshwaram Project, the
brainchild of Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao was com-
pleted in a record time of 3 years.
A landmark inter-State agreement
reached with Maharashtra and the
allocation of adequate budgetary
provisions helped in the comple-
tion of the project as scheduled.

Diligent settlement of judicial

NEW AYACUT OF 17.23 LAKH ACRES HAS BEEN CREATED AND ADDITIONALLY
31.50 LAKH ACRES STABILIZED. FURTHER, AN AYACUT OF 50.25 LAKH ACRES WILL BE
CREATED IN THE NEXT 3 TO 4 YEARS UNDER THE ONGOING PROJECTS AND THE STATE
WILL ACHIEVE THE TARGETED AYACUT OF 1.25 CRORE ACRES

Utilization of Paddy cultivation Paddy production The Gross Water
rrigation polential in the State has inthe State has Irvigated Area of all use efficiency
has increased to increased by 180% increased by 342% i increased from
103 lakh acres by between 2014-15 between 2015-16 117% between 2014-15 around 10,000 acres
2022-23 against and 2021-22 (from and 2021-22 (from and 2021-22 (from 62 per TMC to
48 lakh acres in 35 lakh acres to 98 46 lakh MTs to 202 lakh acres 10 135 12,000-13,000 acres

201617 lakh acres) lakh acres) per TMC

and contractual challenges helped
in avoiding legal hurdles. It was a
major achievement of the govern-
ment after attaining statehood as
the first project of its kind. Inau-
gurated on June 21, 2019, by the
Chief Minister, the project is serv-
ing the State today as the growth
engine for overall development.
The project was intended to fa-
cilitate utilization of 400 tme of
water from Godavari. The tail-
end ayacut of projects such as the
Kakatiya is being fully served
after the completion of the
Kaleshwaram project. The erst-
while Mahabubnagar, which
reeled under drought conditions
for years, today has over 8 lakh
acres of ayacut served under four
different projects that were com-
pleted under a time-bound pro-

gramme. Over 3.65 lakh acres of
land have been extended to an ir-
rigation facility under the
Kalwakurthy Lift irrigation
scheme. Another 2.03 lakh acres
of ayacut of Rajiv Bhima project
had come under cultivation.

Witha view to meet the long felt
dream of utilising Krishna river
‘water for Mahabubnagar and Ran-
gareddy districts, Palamuru Ran-
gareddy Lift Irrigation scheme
(PRLIS) was taken up. It envisages
lifting 90 TMC of flood water in 60
days to supply drinking water to
1226 villages in 70 mandals of Na-
garkurnool, Mahabubnagar,
Narayanpet, Vikarabad, Ran-
gareddy and Nalgonda districts in-
cluding Hyderabad City in Phase-
I and Irrigation facilities to 12.3
Lakh acres in Phase-11.

Most works pertain to reser-
voirs at Anjangiri, Veeranjaneya,
Venkatadri, Karvena and Udhan-
dapur with a gross capacity of
64.72 TMC, tunnels of length
99.894 km and canals of length
3038 km and pump houses
(Narlapur, Yedula, Vattem, Ud-
handapur) are completed. Canal
system is to be completed in two
to three years. Apart from these,
good progress was achieved on
Sitamma Sagar Multipurpose
project (SSMPP).

Two lakh acres of land got
water under Nettempadu while
the completion of Koilsagar proj-
ect benefitted an ayacut of 50,250
acres. Rejuvenation of water bod-
ies under Mission Kakatiya not
only improved water availability,
but also helped in recharging

ground water across the State.
Mission Kaykatiya was launched
for the restoration of all irrigation
tanks, kuntas, anicuts, and check
dams in 2016.

Under the programme 27,819
tanks were taken up and 21,633 of
them were restored with an ex-
penditure of Rs 5,464 crores. It fa-
cilitated stabilization of an ayacut
0f15.05 lakh acres and restoration
of 9.6 tmc of storage capacity.

With a capital outlay of about
Rs 3,825 crores, a total of 1,200
check dams were proposed on 4th
to 8th order streams to capture
run-off and regenerated water in
such minor sources.

The initiative was intended to
ensure the rejuvenation of the
streams and also to prevent sedi-
mentation in the reservoirs. In the
first phase, 638 check dams were
taken up, out of which, 310 check
dams were completed and the bal-
ance is in the advanced stage of
execution. As a result, an average
increase of 4.14 metres was
achieved in the groundwater level
in the State. Integrating major,
medium, and minor sectors was
taken up as part of the initiative to
reorganise the Irrigation and
C d Area Devel
Department. It was intended to
develop the State irrigation sector
with a holistic approach.

All irrigation sources are
brought under the jurisdiction of
19 territorial Chief Engineers for
effective and accountable admin-
istration. A separate Engineer-in-
Chief (O&M) wing was also cre-
ated to look after the operation
and maintenance of projects in
the State. Financial powers have
been delegated to field engineers
for timely action.

Providing real-time status of
ongoing works on irrigation proj-
ects and App based progress re-
ports, the project monitoring sys-
tem (PMS) was developed. A
digital inventory of the irrigation
and non-irrigation assets has been
prepared. The total profile of 13.05
lakh acres of irrigation lands was
captured online, apart from other
aspects on the PMS website.

Advanced technologies that fa-
cilitated Internet of Things (IoT),
cloud computing, mobile applica-
tions, GeoSpatial and Remote
Sensing technologies, and artifi-
cial mtelllfgenne machine learning
(AI/ML) for data-based real-time
monitoring have been adopted.

EXPENDITURE IN Rs. CRORES
(01.06.2014 to March 2023)

Kaleshwaram
Project

89,199.26

Palamuru
Rangareddy
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Mekedatu drinking water project won't
pose problems for TN., says Shivakumar

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU/VELLORE

Karnataka bears no hatred
towards the people of Ta-
mil Nadu, Karnataka Depu-
ty Chief Minister and Mi-
nister for Major and
Medium Irrigation D.K.
Shivakumar said on Thurs-
day. He added that the peo-
ple of Tamil Nadu should
be “warm-hearted” on the
issue of the Mekedatu
drinking water project.
“Tamil Nadu will not
face any problem because
of the Mekedatu project.
We have no hatred towards
Tamil Nadu, nor do we
have any intention of pick-
ing up a fight,” Mr. Shivaku-
mar told reporters here.
“Enough of running
around the courts. We
should cordially cooperate
to implement the project
that will help solve the
drinking water problem in

D.K. Shivakumar

Karnataka and benefit
farmers in Tamil Nadu.”

His response came a day
after Tamil Nadu Water Re-
sources Minister Duraimu-
rugan said Mr. Shivaku-
mar’s earlier statements
showed “aggressive atti-
tude towards neighbouring
States within days after as-
suming power”.

Mr. Shivakumar said
though Mekedatu was Kar-
nataka’s project, it would
also benefit Tamil Nadu.
“The project will impound

If a dam is built at
Mekedatu, the water
flow to Tamil Nadu will
be affected immensely.
So, there will be no
compromise on the issue

DURAIMURUGAN
T.N. Water Resources Minister

water that is going to the
sea and help people in the
Cauvery catchment area to
utilise it. The keys of reser-
voirs across the Cauvery
are with the Centre, which
will decide the quantum of
water to be released.”

Strong opposition

Meanwhile, Mr. Duraimu-
rugan on Thursday reiter-
ated the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment’s strong
opposition to a dam across
the Cauvery at Mekedatu

and said that the State
would not allow the pro-
ject to go ahead.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons on the sidelines of a
meeting to review the on-
going water supply work in
Vellore district, he said the
issue was not raised at the
Cauvery Water Dispute Tri-
bunal or before the Su-
preme Court. However, it
was raked up again by
some people. “If a dam is
built at Mekedatu, the wa-
ter flow to Tamil Nadu will
be affected immensely. So,
there will be no compro-
mise on the issue,” he said.

On Mr. Shivakumar’s re-
marks that the new dam
would be beneficial to the
people of both States, Mr.
Duraimurugan said Mr.
Shivakumar assumed of-
fice as the Minister for Irri-
gation only recently and he
might not know the Cauv-
ery water dispute in full.
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Will make no compromise on Mekedatu
dam, says T.N. Water Resources Minister

The Hindu Bureau
VELLORE

Tamil Nadu Minister for
Water Resources Duraimu-
rugan on Thursday reiter-
ated the State govern-
ment’s strong opposition
to a dam across the Cauv-
ery at Mekedatu and said
that the State would not al-
low the project to go
ahead.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons on the sidelines of a
meeting here to review the
ongoing water supply work
in Vellore district, he said
the issue was not raised at
the Cauvery Water Dispute
Tribunal or before the Su-
preme Court. However, it
was raked up again by
some people, “If a dam is
built at Mekedatu, the wa-
ter flow to Tamil Nadu will
be affected immensely. So,
there will be no compro-
mise on the issue,” he said.

On Karnataka Deputy

()
Strong stand: T.N. Water Resources Minister Duraimurugan speaks
to mediapersons in Vellore on Thursday. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY

Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar’s remarks that the
new dam would be benefi-
cial to the people of both
States, Mr, Duraimurugan
said Mr. Shivakumar as-
sumed office as the Minis-
ter for Irrigation only re-
cently and he might not
know the Cauvery water
dispute in full.

The Mekedatu multipur-
pose project involves
building a balancing reser-
voir near Kanakapura in
Ramanagara district of
Karnataka. The project is
aimed at ensuring drinking
water supply to Bengaluru
and neighbouring areas
(4.75 tmc) and generating
400 MW of power. The es-

ov

If a dam is built at
Mekedaru, the water
flow to Tamil Nadu will
be affected immensely.
So, there will be no
compromise on the issue

DURAIMURUGAN
T.N. Water Resources Minister

timated cost of the project
is 9,000 crore.

‘Awaiting Centre’s nod’
Asked about the lack of
road in the Alleri hillock in
Vellore, where an 18-
month-old tribal infant
died on the way to hospital
after a snake bite last week,
Mr. Duraimurugan said an
application for permission
tobuild a road was made to
the Centre online. The
road would be laid after
the Central government’s
approval comes in.
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22-km human chain planned to draw
attention to sorry state of Yamuna

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

CITIZENS of Delhi-NCR are
coming together to breathe life
back into the ailing Yamuna.

A group of concerned citi-
zens is rallyving thousands of
people to form a 22-kilometre
human chain on the banks of
the Yamuna on June 4 to draw
the attention of the authorities
concerned to the sorry state of
the river, which is plagued by
pollution and degradation.

The chain will extend from
Wazirabad to Okhla in Delhi, a
22-kilometre stretch that ac-
counts for 75 per cent of the
river's pollution load. Twenty-
two drains fall into the river in
this stretch.

This will probably be the big-
gest such effort to sensitise the
people of Delhi and ensure
their participation in cleaning
the Yamuna, said the members
of the “Yamuna Sansad”, a
campaign launched by environ-
mentalists, conservationists,
academicians and researchers
working to revive the river.

Experts say untapped waste

water from unauthorised colo-
nies and jhuggi-jhopri clusters,
and the poor quality of the
treated waste water discharged
from sewage treatment plants
(S8TPs) and common effluent
treatment plants (CETPs) is the
main reason behind the high
pollution levels in the river.
The river can be considered
fit for bathing if the biological
oxygen demand is less than
three milligram per litre and
dissolved oxygen is greater
than five milligram per litre.
“At6.30am on June 4, a 22-kil-
ometre-long human chain will
be formed on the banks of the

Yamuna in Delhi. Around one
lakh people will stand hand in
hand between Wazirabad and
Kalindi, pledging to keep the
river clean. The purpose is to
sensitise people to work in this
direction,” said K N Govinda-
charya, former general secre-
tary of the Bharativa Janata
Party (BJP) and a member of
the Yamuna Sansad.

Ravishankar Tiwari, the co-
ordinator of the Yamuna
Sansad, said it will probably be
the biggest campaign so far to
sensitise the people of Delhi
about the current state of the
Yamuna.
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