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Mahoba to be 1+
district in UP with
tap water for
every household

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Mahoba is set to be-
come thefirstdistrict in the sta-
te where every rural household
will have tap water connections
before July 31, 2023, under the
Jal Jivan Mission and Namami
Gange. Principal secretary, Na-
mami Gange, Anurag Srivasta-
va confirmed that under the
programme, which is aimed at
supplying water in rural areas,
Mahoba will become the first
district where the entire rural
area will be covered under the
piped water network. An offici-
al explained that since it is pre-
sumed that urban areas alrea-
dy have 100% tap water covera-
ge, Mahoba is being touted as
the firstdistrict in UP whereall
households will have tap water
connections by July 31.

In a review held by CM Yogi
Adityanath on Monday, he di-
rected officials to ensure that
every household in Vindhya-
Bundelkhand should get tap
water by August this yearandas
many as 50,000 tap connections
should be installed every day to
meet the target. In a June 2023
survey for Jal Jivan Mission,
three districts from UP, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Jalaun and Sha-
hjahanpur featured in the achie-
vers' category Mainpuri and
Auraiyaare the top twodistricts
in the performers’ category,
while Azamgarh has topped in
the aspirants’ category.
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Govt okays 56K cr capital investments in 16 states

Rhik Kundu
ek kunce@ hvemint com

NEW DELHE The finance ministry
on Monday said it has approved
capital investment proposals
worth more than 256,514 crore
for 16 states during 2023-24
under its special assistance to
states scheme that is expected to
increase capital spending and
boost investment across the
country.

Under the scheme, the
Department of has
approved several capital invest-
ment projects in health, educa-
tion, irrigation, water supply,
power, roads, bridges and rail-
ways sectors that are now

expected to Increase state spend-

The Centre also approved funds for meeting the states’ share of Jal
Jeevan Mission and Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana.

ing. “Under the scheme, special
assistance is being provided to
the State Governments in the
form of 50-year Interest free loan

up to an overall sum of .3 Iakh
crore during the financial
2023-24," the finance ministry
said In a statement,

It has also approved funds for
meeting the states’ share of Jal
Jeevan Mission and Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
schemes aimed at providing cen-
tral assistance to states,

“The scheme has eight parts,
Part ] being the largest with allo-
cation of ¥ lakh crore. This
amount has been allocated
amongst States in proportion to
their share of central taxes and
duties as per the award of the
15th Finance Commission,” it
said adding other parts of the
scheme are either linked to
reforms or are for sector specific

projects.

Under Part 11 of the scheme,
3,000 crore has been ear-
marked for providing incentives

10 states for scrapping of govern-
ment vehicles and ambulances,
walver of llabilities on old
vehicles, providing tax conces-
sions to individuals for scrap-
ping of old vehicles and setting
up of automated vehicle testing
facilities,

Meanwhile, Part [T and IV of
the schemes will alm to provide
incentives to states for reforms
in urban planning and urban
finance

“Anamount of 5,000 crore
is carmarked for urban planning
reforms, while additional 35,000
crore is for incentivizing the
states for making urban local
bodies creditworthy and impeov-
ing their finances,” the ministry
sald,
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L owa

KSEB cuts power

generation at
Moolamattom

IDUKKI

The Kerala State Electricity
Board (KSEB) has reduced
power generation in the
Moolamattom power plant to
maintain minimum storage
level at the Idukki reservoir.
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Power generation cut as storage dips

Sandeep Vellaram
IDUKKI

To maintain minimum
storage level in the Idukki
reservoir, the Kerala State
Electricity Board (KSEB)
has reduced power genera-
tion in the Moolamattom
power plant. According to
State Load Dispatch Center
(SLDC) officials, as the stor-
age dropped to a low level
in Idukki Reservoir, they
decided to reduce the pow-
er generation from the
Idukki hydel project.

An SLDC official said the
water level on Monday
dropped to 13.76% of the
total storage capacity.
“The power generation is
possible till the water level

. .

Hitting the bottom: The catchment area of the Kulamavu dam,
which is part of the Idukki reservoir.

reaches 10% of total stor-
age. At current level, water
can be generated only for
another week. The board
has decided to reduce
power generation and
keep maximum storage in
the dam till rains streng-
then,” said the official.
“The power generation

at the Moolamattom power
plant on Sunday was 2.34
Million Units (MU). The
Kerala Water Authority
(KWA) is already drawing
40 million litres of water
per day (MLD) from the
Idukki reservoir for drink-
ing water purposes,” said
the official.

According to dam safety
officials of the KSEB, the
water level in the Idukki re-
servoir on Monday stood at
2,305.04 ft as against
2,338.46 ft (36.32%) on the
same day last year. The
dam has 33.42 ft less stor-
age than the previous year.

According to the Indian
Meteorological ~ depart-
ment (IMD) data, the rain
deficiency in Idukki dis-
trict till June 26 was 73%.
While the normal rainfall is
about 627.7 mm, the dis-
trict recorded only 170.7
mm of rainfall.

The power consump-
tion in the state on Sunday
was 74.1106 Million Units
(MU) and  imported
65.3832 MU.
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Womanteared drowned,
59roads blockedin Mandi

MANDI, JUNE 26
A woman was washed away
in a rivulet at Navlay village
in the district yesterday
while an 80-year-old person
was swept away in the Sutlej
near Salapar on Saturday.
Heavy rain has caused a
loss of Rs 49 crore in the dis-
trict in the past two days.
Deputy Commissioner
Arindam Chaudhary said 59
roads were blocked in the dis-
trict. Due to heavy rain, one
house and two cowsheds were

completely damaged, while
four others were partially
damaged. A primary school
also suffered damage.

“As many as 19 roads were
blocked in Seraj block, one in
Karsog, two in Gohar, two in
Sundernagar, 13 in Thalout,
15 in Dharampur, five in
Jogindernagar and one in
Mandi,” he added.

He said the PWD had suf-
fered a loss of Rs 26 crore and
the Jal Shakti Department Rs
22 crore in two days. — TNS
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Water crisis in 16 districts,
govi ca]ls for actlon plan

BENGALURU, DHNS

tleastsixteendistricts—
that's more than half of
—are facing

‘adrinking water problem with
the government on Monday
instructing officials to prepare
a contingency plan and brace
for a “drought-like” situation.

Rainfall deficit across the

state has contributed to the =

drinking water shortage, Ru-
ral Development & Pancha-

yat (RDPR) Minister Priyank -

Khargewastold by officials at
areview meeting.

Fiveofthe 16 districts where
there is a water problem —
Dakshina Kannada, Kodagu,
Shivamogga, Uttara Kannada
and Udupi —have also seen a
bigdropingroundwaterlevels
over the lastdecade.

Priyank directed zilla pan-
chayat chief executive offi-
cers to prepare a two-month

contingency plan for drinking
water, secure local water re-

Deccan Herald — 27-June-2023

sources and coordinate with
the revenue department for

“a possible drought-like situ- haw

ation” in some districts.
Priyank told DH villages in
99 taluks haye a drinking wa-
ter problem. “But there has
been improvement in Uttara
Kannada, for example, where
there have been showers for
the past two days,” he said.

Accordmg tomﬁormaﬂonr
& '. v theworstrainfall deficitin 50
- yes However the situation

deficit in the range of 68-80%
this month. Inall.27 districts

e | rainfall deficit.
villages of 24 dis-

tncts. 365 tankers have been
deployed to supply drinking
water. Also, in 357 villag-
es, water is being supplied
through431 private borewells.
According to a statement
from the minister’s office,
the state could be staring at
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Every house in Vindhya-Bundelkhand
should get tap water by August: CM Yogi

UP has already provided access lo pure drinking waler to over 1.3 crove families, with Mahoba
district poised to become the first district in the state where every house will have tap water

OUR CORRESPONDENT

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh
Chiel Minister Yogi Adityanath
has set a target to provide tap
water to every household in the
Vindhyachal and Bundelkhand
by August,

In a high-level meeting on
Monday, the Chief Minister
reviewed the progress of the Jal
Jeevan Mission and Namami
Gange project and called for
intensified efforts to provide
clean drinking water to every
citizen.

“"With the resolution of
‘Har Ghar Nal-Har Ghar Jal, o
grand campaign is fﬁngm to
provide pure drinking water
to 2.65 crore rural families of
the state. Before the start of
Jal feevan Mission, only 5.16

lakh familics had access to
pure drinking water from the
tap. Due to continuous efforts,
today the dream of pure drink-
ing water has come true for
maore than 1,30 crore families,
A total of 59.38 lakh connec-
tions have been provided in the
financial year 2022-23 alone.
Remaining houses should 2lso

get piped drinking water in a
phased and time-bound man-
ner,” Yogi said.

The state government has
already provided access o
pure drinking water to more
than 1.3 crore families, with
Mahoba district poised to
become the first district in the
state where every house will

have tap water. The Chief Min-
Ister has instructed officials to
install 50,000 rap connections
every day to ensure that the Jal
Jeevan Mission is completed by
March 2024,

The Chief Minister also
stressed the importance of
increasing awareness about
the cleanliness of rivers and
ensuring that non-compliant
or non-functional sewage treat-
ment plants are made opera-
tional immediately, He also
called for trained plumbers to
be deployed in every village to
complete the work in 2 timely
manner and with quality.

“Pure drinking water was
a dream for the Bundelkhand
and Vindhya region. Today this
dream is coming true. Both
these areas are on top prior-

ity. With continuous efforts,
Mahoba is going to become the
first district in the state, where
every house will have tap water
facility.

Achieve the target of pro-
viding tap water connection to
every house in Jhansi, Lalitpue,
Hamirpur, Jalaun, Banda, Chi-
trakoot, Mirzapur, Sonbhadra
and the whole of Vindhya-Bun-
delkhand region in the next 2
months” he said

The success of national
schemes like Jal Jeevan Mission
depends on the performance of
Uttar Pradesh, which is a big
state with a big responsibility,
said the Chief Minister, Rain
water harvesting should also
be encouraged in villages as a
good model for water harvest-
ing for the country.
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