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Tracking the Monsoon

amid surplu

By Abhishek Jha

s rain weeks

Even as attention shifted from the flood in Delhi to heavy rains and landslides in the western
parts of the country, one-third of India faces a 20% cumulative deficit in monsoon rain as of July

21. To be sure, the monsoon deficit has reduced

compared to what it was last week - this is also

reflected in better sowing numbers of kharif crops, and things may improve further on this
count with key eastern states expected to receive more rain in the first half of August. Here are
three charts and one map which capture the state of play as far as the monsoon is concerned.

Week ending July 21is

1

An HT analysis of the India Meteorological Department's (IMD)
gridded dataset shows that the total rainfall in the week ending July
21 - it captures rain till 8.30am on July 21 - was 68.3 mm. This makes
the week ending July 21 the third consecutive week to get more than
“normal” rainfall, which is the average of rainfall in 1961-2010. To be
sure, the amount of surplus rainfall has come down as July has
progressed. India received 76.6mm, 644mm, and 68.3mm rain in
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20% or higher as of July 21, while 37% of the
area has received rainfall which is 20% or
higher than the 1961-2010 average. Rainfall in
July has played a major part in driving this
regional disparity. While states such as
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh have
received excess rainfall to the tune of 67% and
127% in the month so far, Bihar has seena
deficit of 32% compared to the 19612010
average.

B Excess (20% to 59%)

Week ending July 21

But the national picture hides
large regional variations

[ Large deficient (-99% to-60%)
1 Deficient (-59% to -20%)
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W Large excess (> = 60%)

the third straight week

to receive surplus rainfall at the national level

the weeks ending July 9, July 16, and July 21 when the 1961-2010
average for these weeks is 59mm, 62.7mm and 661mm respectively.
(The overlapping weeks of July 16 and July 21 have been shown in
this analysis because July 9 was the rainiest day so far this monsoon.)
This has also led to the cumulative surplus rainfall coming down
from 5.9% on July 11 (the highest at any point this season) to 46%

on July 21.
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3 Which means the reservoir deficit has grown in
states with a deficit

Twelve states among the 20 for which the Central Water Commission reservoirs expectedly tumed their 18% deficit on July 6 to a 25%

(CWC) tracks reservair levels had a deficit compared to past 10 years’ surplus, the only state with a deficit last week to turn a surplus this
average on July 6. Since then, the deficit has improved in only Kerala, week. Deficit in the other states has only worsened after regionally
Odisha, Nagaland, Uttar Pradesh, and Uttarakhand. In Uttarakhand, skewed rain.

DEPARTURE OF REERVOIR STORAGE FROM PAST 10 YEARS' AVERAGE (%)
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4 Sowing also moved closer to averages in the
past week

Whether above, close to, or below historical averages, very few places coming days as the major crop-growing states of Bihar, Jharkhand,

in the country have been absolutely dry in the past couple of weeks: West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh are expected to receive surplus rain in
only 0.5% of India in the week ending July 9, and 1.8% and 17% in the the first half of August, according to IMD forecasts. Other big

weeks ending July 16 and July 21 didn't receive rain. Therefore, sowing crop-growing states are expected to receive normal rain in what

has shown progress. The gap with last year's sowing levels is now remains of July. But the fact that the government has banned the
narrower for all foodgrain, and cereals and pulses in particular. Arhar export of non-basmati rice suggests that it is expecting some sort of
(pigeon pea) sowing still lags among pulses, but should improveinthe  disruption to normal cultivation for the most critical kharif crop.
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Yamuna crosses danger
mark again, govt issues alert

lEXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

THE WATER level in the Yamuna
crossed the ‘danger’ mark once
again on Friday, reaching a level
of 205.39 m at the Old Railway
Bridge in Delhi. This has
prompted instructions from the
Delhi government to ensure the
safety of residents of low-lying
areas — many of whom had just
returned home.,

Recorded slightly above the
dangermarkof20533 mat 7 pm,
the Central Water Commission
(CWC) forecast indicated it was
likely to rise further to around
20545mby 11 pm.

A senior official of the CWC
said that it was, however, likely
tostabilise thereafter.“Thereisa
slight increase. While it is likely
torise alittle more by midnight,
afurther increase is not expected
after that,” the official said.

The official attributed the rise
inlevels to both rainfall that may
have occurred upstream, as well
water from the floodplains re-
turning to the river.

After having remained above
the danger mark for alittle more
thana week, the water level had
fallen below the dangermarkon
Tuesday but rose past the ‘dan-
ger' level again on Wednesday,
before falling below this mark
once more on Thursday moming.

Some parts of the floodplains
inDelhiremain inundated, with
the water not having receded
entirely yet after levels in the
river rose last week, following

The water that had accumulated around Rajghat has been

drained. Amit Mehra

heavy rainfall in the catchment
areas of the Yamuna.

Meanwhile, Lt-Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena Friday vis-
ited Rajghat, which had reported
waterlogging up to 8 feet deep,
after the site was drained.

He said ina tweet: “Sincere &
consistent efforts since 15.07.23
by all stakeholder agencies have
resulted in restoration of the
Rajghat Samadhi area and itsap-
proach. The stagnant floodwater
has been substantially drained
out & restoration of pavements
and landscaping is underway.
Used this opportunity to pay
homage to the Father of the
Nation this morning. Kudos to
the officials & workmen who
worked ceaselessly.”

City can expect rainfall

over the weekend

Asingle weather observatory
in Delhi,the onein North Delhi's
Mungeshpur, recorded 21.5mm

of rainfall on Friday. Light rainfall
is expected over the weekend,
going by the IMD forecast.

Heavy rainfall was recorded
in parts of Himachal Pradesh be-
tween 8.30 am on Thursday and
8.30 am on Friday, along with
thunderstorms in parts of
Northwest India on Friday, in-
cluding areas in Haryana,
Chandigarh, Western Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab, according to
the IMD,

The forecast also indicates
that light to moderate rainfall is
likely on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday next week. The rain-
fall activity over northwest India
is likely to increase around July
25 with the western end of the
monscon trough shifting north-
wards, according to the IMD,

Other parts of northwest
India, including Jammu and
Kashmir, Punjab, NorthHaryana
and Chandigarh could see rain-
fall on Friday as well.



Deccan Chronicle- 22- July-2023

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Solution to Cauvery cnisis
In two days, says minister

G.BABU JAYAKUMAR
& P.A.JJEBARAJ I DC
CHENNAI, JULY. 21

The latest dispute between
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka over
the sharing of Cauvery waters
would be resolved in a couple of
days as the Union Minister for
Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat had assured the
State Water Resources Minister
Duraimurugan when he met
him at New Delhi on Thursday.

Speaking to reporters on his
return from the national capital
on Friday, Duraimurugan said
the standing Kuruvai paddy crop
in the Cauvery delta would be
saved if the Union Minister kept
his word to him that he would
take immediate steps to ensure
that Karnataka released the stip-
ulated amount of water for
Tamil Nadu.

Duraimurugan, who personal-
Iy handed over the letter written
by Chief Minister M. K. Stalin,
the Union Minister, said that he
had come back to Chennai with
the confidence that the

Shekhawat would instruct the
officials of the Cauvery Water
Management Authority in a day
or two to make Karnataka share
the waters as per the Supreme
Court order.

Responding to the question
raised in some quarters as to
why the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment did not take up the issue
directly with the Karnataka gov-
ernment, he said that the ques-
tion was borne out of ignorance.

Since the right for the share of
water was established through
the courts, if direct talks were
resumed with the State govern-
ment in Karnataka it would not
impede further litigation in the
courts and it would also not help
in getting our rightful share of
waters, he said.

Also when there was a short-
age of water in the Cauvery, it
was for the Cauvery Water
Management Authority to
decide on the sharing of the
available quantum of water
between the riparian States. So
there was no point in taking up
the issue with Karnataka, he

said.

Since the available water in the
Mettur reservoir would last just
for another 20 days, the govern-
ment had approached the
Authority last month itself to
ensure the release of water by
the neighbouring State, he said.

Karnataka had released just
three TMC feet water in June
when it should have provided 26
TMC feet for Tamil Nadu as per
the stipulation of the Authority
and the Supreme Court, he said.

Criticising those who had sug-
gested that the Chief Minister
should have written directly to
the Cauvery Water Management
Authority instead of approach-
ing the Union Government for
help, Duraimurugan said the
Chief Minister would only write
to the Prime Minister and in this
case he had written to the union
Jal Shakti Minister in view of
the emergency faced in getting
the due share of waters.

Saying that the Chief Minister
should write to the Authority
was not a right thing, the
Minister made it clear.
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Polluted rivers

Review of clean-up measures needed

report of the Central Pollution Control

Board, tabled in the Lok Sabha on Thurs-

day, says that around 46 per cent (279 out of

603) of the rivers monitored across the

untry are polluted. This figure is alarm-

ing and puts a question mark on various Central and

state projects worth crores of rupees undertaken to

tackle riverine pollution in the past few years. The

work is primarily focused on setting up sewage treat-

ment plants as the dumping of untreated domestic and

industrial effluents into the water bodies is considered

the main villain. However, a multi-pronged approach is

needed to tackle the problem as the presence of other

contaminants such as plastic and pharmaceutical
waste in rivers is also found to be on the rise.

The silver lining visible in the comparative analysis,
showing that the number of polluted river stretches
(PRS) decreased from 351 in 2018 to 311 in 2022, is laud-
able, even though the worst PRS have remained
unchanged. In fact, the water quality of the Sabarmati,
which was found to be the second most polluted river, has
deteriorated in the past five years. This, despite the
Gujarat High Court taking suo motu notice of the author-
ities’ inability to tame the rising pollution and ordering
interventionist measures., Similarly, the execution of the
Namami Gange project to clean and rejuvenate the Gan-
ga and its tributaries leaves much to be desired as the pol-
lution levels are worryingly high, despite Rs 20,000 crore
being earmarked for it in 2014, With the government
approving Mission-II of the campaign with a Rs 22,500-
crore outlay, there is hope for better results.

Clearly, the river-cleaning act needs to be taken up on
a war footing after a review of the methods adopted so
far. Clean and free-flowing rivers are the key to sustain-
ing the ecological system, including the aquatic flora
and fauna and farmlands along the riverbanks.
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