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Flood in Godavari receding

But continues to flow above danger mark at Bhadrachalam

Water level in Godavari river touched 55.70 ft, at Bhadrachalam on Saturday evening.

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The flood in the Godavari
river is showing a receding
trend but is still above the
danger mark at certain
places.

Wardha, a tributary of the
Godavari, is flowing above
the danger level 0f 160.95 m
at Sirpur town in Adilabad
district. But it will not pose
any major threat as the
flood volume is declining at
all downstream points, bar-
ring Bhadrachalam, accord-
ing to Engineer-In-Chief N
Venkateswarlu.

The flood level at the Lak-
shmi barrage continued to
be over 10.10 lakh cusecs.
The inflows at the Saraswati
and Parvathibarrages are in
the order of 3.33 lakh cusecs
and 1.5 lakh cusecs, respec-
tively. Their outflows were
also maintained at the same
level.

The Sripada Yellampalli
project was receiving an in-
flow of 2.66 lakh cusecs.
The project inflows and
outflows were taken stock
of by aninspection team led
by the Engineer-In-Chief
concerned. The live storage
in the project is maintained

at 14 tmc as against the gross
storage capacity of 20.17
tmec.

Inflows into the Sriram-
sagar and Nizam Sagar proj-
ects were over 75000
cusecs and 10,000 cusecs re-
spectively. The inflows and
outflows at the Dummugu-
dem Anicut were at 14.87
lakh cusecs. The flood flow
of the Godavari at
Bhadrachalam, where the
river was flowing above the
danger mark of 53 ft, is over
15.02 lakh cusecs.

In the Krishna river basin,
all major projects, except
for Nagarjunasagar, started
receiving inflows. The Sri-
sailam project is receiving
over 1.85 lakh cusecs adding
over 16 tmc a day to its live
storage. The Jurala project
inflows are over 1.90 lakh
cusecs. The State officials
have been closely monitor-
ing the situation at all major
and medium projects in the
basin.

Meanwhile, a private em-
ployee drowned in flood
waters at Chinnakorpole
village of Nekkonda mandal
in Warangal district on Sat-
urday. The deceased was
identified as  Manda
Srikanth (28).

Minor irrigation tanks
get surplus inflows

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Majority of the minor irri-
gation tanks across Telan-
gana received surplus in-
flows due to heavy rains
that battered the State last
week. The rise in the water
levels in tanks is expected
to help improve irrigation
that has been the mainstay
in some of the districts.

The State has 34,618 irri-
gation tanks and farmers
mainly depend on them for
irrigation. Nearly 18,490
tanks received heavy in-
flows and they started to
overflow. Another 5,758 irri-
gation tanks were filled up
to 75 per cent to 100 per
cent, while 3,192 tanks were
filled in the range of 50 to 75
per cent.

Irrigation officials said
that some 3,487 tanks were
filled up to 25 per cent to 50
per cent. Water levels are
still less than 25 per cent in
as many as 3,681 tanks. Irri-

gation tanks have been the
lifeline of farmers in some
districts. They were used
for storing water for both
drinking water and agricul-
ture purposes.

Only 45 of the 1,665 minor
irrigation tanks received
heavy inflows in the Wana-
parthy district. Similarly, 89
of the 2,269 tanks received
surplus inflows in Ma-
habubnagar district. Dis-
tricts where the rainfall was
less than the season’s nor-
mal by mid-July, could
make up for the shortfall by
the end of July third week.

The State government is
planning to draw water
from the Palamuru Ranga
Reddy Lift Scheme (drink-
ing water component) to
meet the scarcity condi-
tions. Almost all 33 dis-
tricts have received excess
rainfall by now. Good in-
flows into the irrigation
tanks will add consider-
ably to the groundwater
table too.
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‘Hathnikund a barrage, not dam. It diverts Yamuna water to canals’

Ex-Haryana Irrigagion depantment engineer says land grab, illegal mining contributed te fooding in Delhi; suggests opening of all ITO barrage gates 1o allow free low of water

INTERVIEW
Shiv Singh Rawat

mid the blame game bet-
A ween the Haryana and

the Delhi governments
over redease of water from the
Hathnikund  barrage  causing
flocding in the national capital,
and the dysfunctional IO har-
rage, Shiv Singh Rawat, former
superintending Engineer in Ha-
ryana’s [rrigation and Water Re-
sources Department (IEWED),
wedghs in to help understand the
working of barrages and what
cotld have prevented the food-

. Edited exrerpts:

Could Haryana mot release
the water into two canals at

Hathnikund barrage to
prevent fooding in Delhi?

Yamuna water is allocated to HE
machal Pradesh, Haryana, Del-
hi, Utar Pradesh, and Rajasban
as per an Mol dated May 12,
1994, At the Hathnikund bar-
rage, there is the Yamuna, the
Western Yamuna Canal (WYC)
and the Eastern Yamuna Canal
(EYC), The WYC takes Yamuna
water o Haryana for irrigaton
and to Delhi for drinking. Its ca-
pacity Is 20,000 cuble feet per
second (CFS), The EYC caters o
LLI. with & capacity of 7,000
CF3

The combaned capacity of the
canals s T of Yamuna's peak
water flow of 3,60,000 CFS on
July 11 that passed on w the
dowmstream river system at the
HEB. Even If the gates of both
the canals are opened, about
3,353,000 CFS water in Yamuna

“Thee flondwater passes thraugh
many districts of Haryana before
reaching Delhi’ SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

winild have passed on o Delhi.

Would it have reduced the
flooding had the gates been
apened?

Yamuna water inthow at the HEE
Is regulated as per the Central
Water Commission's guidelines.
If ¥amuna inflow at the HKB ks

leess than 1 lakh CFS (earlier limit
of TO,000 CFS was revised by
the CWG in May 2023}, then wa:
ter is diverted to the canals and
the remaining is passed into the
dovemstream river system. I the
infkow is more than that, the ex-
tra water cannot be diverted o
the canals as silt can block the
canals and large rofling stones
can damage their lining.

Accordingly, all inflows into
the Yamuna at the HKE are
passed on downstream, The
Aoodwater passas through many
districts of Haryana before
reqaching Delhi, S0, Faryanma fac-
&5 flooding in these districts.

Why can't the Haryana
government store water at
the HKBE?

We have a barrage ar Hathni-
kund and not a dam. A barrage
regulates the diversion of river

water a5 per demands in canaks.
A dam collects water, especially
oy make a reservoir. The HEB'S
main function is to divert Yamu-
na's water to the canals,

‘What cansed the flosding in
Delhi?

Hiearvy rain in a short span in the
Yamuna's upstream catchment
resulted in foods in north India,
Bur Delhi was flooded also be-
cause of land grabbing and ille
gal mining in the food zones by
thve miafia, who have encroached
on (e Yamuna's original path. I
has reduced the flow area and
increased water levels o record
highs.

The highest level was 20666
metres at the Old Railway Bridge
om July 13, crossing the previous
alk-time high of 207.4% metres in
1978, It caused back Hows in the
drainage gystem and resulted in

waterlogging and flooding.

Wha is responsible for
non-malntenance of gates at

the ITO barrage?

The [TO barrage was construct:
e in late 19605 as a deposit
work of Delhi Electric Supply
Unclertaking to supply water to
Hajghat Thermal Plant and (n-
draprastha Power Generation
Company Ltd (IPGELY for gener-
atiom of electricity. The Delhi go-
vernment pakd Haryana's rriga-
tion  department  for  its
maintenance, However, & both
plants have been shut since
29, IPGCL B not paying the
maintenance charges. The bar-
rage’s powes connection was al-
so disconnected. Since both
power plants ane shut, it is sug-
gested thar all 32 gaes of the ITO
barrage may be removed to al-
low free flow of Yarmuna
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Rajasthan Patrika- 30- July-2023
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