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Central team to visit Telangana,
assess rain and flood damages

State To Provide
Compensation
To Farmers

Roushan. Al & timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: The Cenire has
appointed an inter-ministeri-
al team to assess rain and flo-
od damages in Telangana.
And the team is scheduled to
visit the state on Monday
Union tourism minister
and B.JP state president G Kis-
han Reddy on Sunday said,
the decision was taken by
Union home minister Amit
Shah following a meeting
with senior state BJP leaders
in Delhi. “Amit Shah instruc-
ted the home secretary tosend
an inter-ministerial team to
Telangana to assess damage
caused by floods,” he said.
Incessant rains pounded
the state for over a week, ta-
king the dead toll to at least 32
in Telangana on Sunday eve-
ning. Rains and floods resul-
ted in severe damages to
crops, livestock, roads, brid-
ges, culverts and other in-
frastructure. Hundreds of fa-
milies were rendered home-
less. The government shifted
the people to safety and pres-
sed NDRF teams for rescue
and relief. In Moranchapalle
village of Jayvashankar Bhu-
palpally district, drones were
used to retrieve bodies and ef-
forts were on to search more
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persons, who went missing in
the floods.

The central team, led by
advisor to National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) Kunal Satyvarthi,
comprises officials from agri-
culture, jal shakti, finance,
power, road transport and
highways, and national remo-
te sensing centre. They will
make a firsi-hand assessment
of the damage and reseue and
relief works taken up by the
state government.

Further, after submission
of the final memorandum by
thestate government, the cen-
tral tesim will visit Telangana
again for a detailed survey of
damage and make a final re-
commendation for admissibi-
lity of additional central assi-
stance in wake of floods in Te-
langana. The central team
will also recommend whether
the disaster can beconsiderad

of severe nature,

Chief minister K Chand-
rasekhar Rao has also conve-
ned a crucial cabinet meeting
on Monday to discuss the ex-
tent of damage caused due to
rains in state.

Telangana State Planning
Board vice-chairman B Vinod
Kumar on Sunday assured
farmers that the BRS govern-
ment will provide compensa-
tion to them towards damages
caused to their crops due to
heavy rainsand floods.

CMECRhasalready direc-
ted the officials to estimate
property loss,

Meanwhile, the Bhadrad-
ri Kothagudem district admi-
nistration which had issued
third level warning after the
water reached 56-feet mark in
river Godavari at Bhadracha-
lam on Saturday night, said
the water levels have begun
receding.
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Central team
to assess loss

Will tour Telangana today onwards, take stock
of damage caused by rain and relief measures

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Even as the State intensified
its relief and restoration ef-
forts after the disastrous
floods that swept normal
life off track in several dis-
tricts, the union Ministry of
Home Affairs has decided to
depute an Inter-Ministerial
Central team to tour the
State from Monday for an
on-the-spot first-hand as-
sessment of the damage and
relief works carried out by
the State administration.

Upon submission of a
final memorandum by the
State government, the team
will visit the State again for
adetailed assessment of the
damage and to make a final
recommendation for the ad-
missibility of additional
central assistance for the
floods. The team will also
recommend whether the
disaster can be considered
to be of a ‘severe nature’.

The team will be led by
Kunal Satyarthi from the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority and will
comprise representatives
from the Ministries/Depart-
ments of Agriculture, Fi-
nance (Department of Ex-
penditure), Jal  Shakti
(Department of Water Re-
sources), Power, Road
Transport and Highways
and the National Remote
Sensing Centre, Depart-
ment of Space.

A memorandum from the
Ministry on the deputation

The water level in the Godavari at Bhadrachalam, which had
reached 56 ft on Saturday, came down to 50.40 ft on Sunday.

of the team has also asked
for details of allocation, re-
lease of funds and expendi-
ture incurred during 2019-
20, 2020-21, 2021-22 and
2022-23 under various
schemes or programmes im-
plemented by each Ministry
or department in Telangana.

On the other hand, with
rains taking a break and
floodwaters gradually re-
ceding in most places, the
official machinery has
moved into restoration
mode, with aid being ex-
tended to flood victims at
relief centres in the form of
dry ration and clothes apart
from house cleaning and
cooking utensils until the
situation stabilizes. Medical
officers have been asked to
conduct fever surveys in vil-
lages that were flooded,
while officials from different
departments are inspecting

Central team to assess loss

In Mulugu alone, the rains have filled 805 tanks and ponds to capacity, with
over 70 either fully or partially damaged.

With the rains hitting the State at a time when sowing operations were
gathering pace, crops were affected early at the germination stage in sev-
eral districts, including Mulugu, Bhupalpally, Nizamabad and Adilabad.
Officials are making efforts to reach out to affected farmers by ensuring
seed availability after assessing the requirement. The crop coverage was
close to 70 lakh acres in the State by the time heavy rains lashed different
districts in north Telangana. On the other hand, a new headache is inten-
sifying for farmers, especially in the erstwhile Karimnagar district, where
the floods have left huge piles of sand in agricultural fields. Agriculture
officials said sand had accumulated in about 640 acres of paddy and cot-
ton fields in Karimnagar district alone.

damaged houses, bridges
and the sanitation work that
is being taken up. Medical
camps are also being organ-
ised in the villages.

Meanwhile, the water
level in the Godavari at
Bhadrachalam, which had
reached 56 feet on Saturday
by 10 pm, dipped to 50.40
feet at 7 pm on Sunday.
Though the third-level
warning has been revoked,
the water is still above the
second-warning level.

In Mulugu, among the
most-affected districts, Min-
ister Satyavathi Rathod con-
firmed 16 deaths, apart from
extensive damage to prop-
erties, crops and livestock in
Kondai, Dodla, Malyala,
Medaram, Narlapur and
Project Nagar, where homes
were washed away and
roads damaged. (SEE PAGE 2)

(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 5)
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