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Stick to existing water quota
for AP & T: Centre to KRMB

66% Share For
AP & 34% For T
Will Continue

Samdani.MN
@timesgroup.com

Vijayawada: The Centre
hasdirected Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB) to continue water
allocation to Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana as per
theexisting agreement.

Andhra Pradesh will
continue to hold 66% share
of Krishna water while Te-
langana will get 34%. Ho-
wever, both states are wor-
ried over the poor reserves
in Srisailam and Nagarju-
na Sagar projects.

Krishna Water Dispu-
tes Tribunal (KWDT-I) ma-
de allocations to different
projects when AP was un-
divided. The tribunal allo-

WORRY OVER POOR RESERVE

ferent projects located in
AP and 299 tme ft to pro-
jects in Telangana. Based
on the award, AP and Te-
langana made a temporary
truce during bifurcation
and agreed to share water
on 66-34 ratio. The Centre
mediated in the agree-
ment, which has been in
forceforthelastnine vears.

Telangana has been in-
sisting for reallocation of

e AP, T worried over poor reserves | @ Nagarjuna Sagar
in Srisailam & Nagarjuna Sagar has only 23 tmg ft of
T water left against total
# KRMB panel | e Will mull over :
to meet in Hyd | allocations from | C2Pacity of 312 tme ft
on October 5 | available reserves | ® AP wants release of
5tme ft water from

@ right canal to meet
¥ drinking water needs

@ It has requested KRMB
to release 5tmc each

in October, January
2024 & April 2024

Krishna waters with a de-
mand to give 50% share in
the total quantum alloca-
tion 811 tmc granted by
KWDT-I to the undivided
state. AP, however, has ma-
de it clear it will not go for
any reallocation. Telanga-
nathen approached the Su-
preme Court but withdrew
the case following an assu-
rance by the Union Jal
Shakti ministry to consti-
tute anew tribunal.




STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

s the scope to give
water for irrigation
has been ruled out,

the Krishna River Man-
agement Board (KRMB)
has asked both Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh to
submit their indents for
supply of water from the
Krishna basin projects to
meet only their irrigation
needs.

The Board has con-
vened a meeting of its
three-member committee

NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Union governmenton
TTuesday informed the

Supreme Court that it
is trying to resolve the dispute
between Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka with regard to Pennar
river through talks.

The Karnataka chief min-
ister had written to the prime
minister, requesting the
Centre to resolve the dispute
through dialogue, instead of
setting up the tribunal. So, the
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KRMB seeks water indents from TS, AP

on October 5 at Hyder-
abad to discuss the in-
dents and plan the water
releases till May 31, 2024.
Board sources said both
the States have agreed that
due to shortage of water in
the common reservoirs,
the water available should
be used only for meeting
the drinking water needs.
But there was no con-
sensus on the indents
raised by them during the
second meeting in August
last. As a result the water
release orders could not
be issued. Since the first

four months of the water
year were over, the board
had called the meeting to
discuss the water indents
and plan releases for the
remaining eight months of
the year. Based on the in-
dents, water management
plans would be formulated
till May 2024. The focus of
the meeting would be on
the releases mainly from
the Srisailam and the Na-
garjuna Sagar project. So
far as Telangana was con-
cerned, its actual require-
ment was put at 12.13 tmc
from the NSP and 7.12 tmc

Deccan Herald- 04- October-2023

Pennardlspute Centretoexplore negotiation route

Centre was exploring resolu-
tion of the dispute by negotia-
tion, anadvocate representing
the Centreinformedthe Apex
Court. The bench of Justices
Hrishikesh Roy and Sanjay
Karol asked the Centre to file
an affidavit.

Earlier, the Supreme Court
had asked Jal Shakti Ministry
tosetupthe tribunal to resolve
the row. However, Karnataka
was againstit, saying quantity
of waterwas small in river.

South Pennar or Ponnaiyar

or Pinakini originates in Nandi
Hills near Bengaluruand flows
into Bay of Bengal through
Tamil Naduafter crossing Kar-
nataka and Andhra Pradesh.
TN has objected to Karna-
taka's project to build a 0.5
tmcft storage facility along
Markandeya river in Kolar
district, whichis a tributary of
South Pennar in the district.
The facility, which is around
80% complete, aims to supply
water to Malur, Bangarpet,
Kolar and 48 villages in ad-

from Srisailam for the en-
tire year. The priority of
the State is drinking water
supply to Hyderabad city
and district headquarters
centres including Nalgo-
nda. The water level in the
Nagarjuna Sagar project
was alarmingly low. The
present storage in Sri-
sailam is 87.66 tmc as
against the gross storage
capacity of 215 tmc. The
water storage in Nagar-
juna Sagar Project is little
over 157 tmc as against the
gross storage capacity of
312.05 tmc.

joining areas.

Earlier, TN filed an inter-
locutory llj(pllcatiﬂn in Apex
Court seeking direction to
Karnataka to restrain from
building a reservoir on Mar-
kandeya river, alleging that
since the river is tributary
of Pennaiyar river, any con-
struction of dam by Karnataka
would obstruct natural flows
downstream. The Centre
earlier informed the SC that
it was ready to constitute the
tribunal to resolve it.
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Monsoon woes

ndia’s monsoon season, a natural phenomenon that
Idefines the fate of its agriculture and economy, has

taken centre stage once again. This year, the nation
witnessed its lowest monsoon since 2018, triggering con-
cerns about the implications for the $3 trillion Indian
economy. This meteorological downside is being blamed
on the El Nino weather patterm, which rendered August
the driest month in over a century. The monsoon, an
elemental lifeline for India, contributes nearly 70 per
cent of the nation’s rainfall necessary to nurture crops,
replenish reservoirs and aquifers. Given that almost half
of India’s farmlands lack irrigation, the monsoon rains
assume an even greater significance for agricultural pro-
duction. The rainfall deficit carries a domino effect that
ultimately affects the common Indian's dinner plate.
Staple foods such as sugar, pulses, rice and vegetables
became more expensive, exacerbating overall food infla-
tion. The repercussions could extend further, prompting
India, the world's second-largest producer of rice, wheat
and sugar, to impose further restrictions on exports of
these commodities. The India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) reported that the June-to-September mon-
soon rainfall was just 94 per cent of its long-term average,
a figure last witnessed in 201 8. The IMD's initial projec-
tion anticipated a 4 per cent rainfall deficit for the season,
assuming a limited impact from El Nifo. This weather
pattern, characterised by the warming of Pacific waters,
typically brings drier conditions to the Indian subconti-
nent. This year, it caused erratic rainfall. The month of
June started with a concerning 9 per cent rainfall deficit
due to delayed arrival of the monsoon. However, July
brought some relief with rainfall surging to 13 per cent
above the long-term average. The twist in the plot came
in August when the country experienced its driest month
on record, sutfering a daunting 36 per cent deficit. For-
tunately, September offered a glimmer of hope as rainfall
rebounded, delivering 13 per cent more rain than the
norm. The erratic distribution of monsoon rains has
pushed India, the world's largest rice exporter, to take
defensive measures. Limits on rice shipments, a 40 per
cent duty on onion exports and duty-free imports of
pulses have become necessary steps to navigate these
turbulent waters. Further, the Centre might even con-
template banning sugar exports to ensure domestic sup-
plies remain stable.

The silver lining in this turbulent monsoon story is
IMD's forecast of normal rainfall between October and
December. This prediction offers a glimpse of respite
for the agricultural sector and the economy. However,
it comes with a caveat ~ above-average temperatures
are expected across most of the country during Octo-
ber. The narrative of India's monsoon is a reminder
of the delicate equilibrium that governs the nation's
agriculture-dependent economy. While erratic rain-
fall patterns are indeed worrisome, they also empha-
sise the need for long-term solutions. Investments in
irrigation infrastructure, drought-resistant crop vari-
eties and climate-resilient agricultural practices are
essential to mitigate the risks posed by increasingly
unpredictable monsoons.



Rlsh- Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

The Central Electricity Au-
thority (CEA) will constitute
acommittee to study issuesin
the event of any geological
surprise faced in hydroelec-
tric projects and offer
recommendations.

The authority pointed out
that development of hydro-
electric projects has been im-
pacted due to various issues
including geological uncer-
tainties or constraints, result-
ing in significant tme and
costoverruns.

In this regard, the Techno
Economic Concurrence is-
sued by the CEA, in general,
provides that a project de-
veloper shall systematically
maintain a record of geolo-
gical surprises, which are en-
countered and treatment
provided.

At the same time, the de-
veloper shall request the
Power Ministry to constitute
an expert committee consist-
ing of representatives from
the state, Geological Survey
of India (GSI), Central Water
Commission (CWC) and
CEA. Once this committee is
constituted, the developer
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CEAtotformpanel tostudy geological
surprisesin hydropower projects

IN THE LINE-UP. At present, around 42 hydro power projects
with an aggregate capacity of 18,034 MW are under construction

will submit the proposal for
enhanced cost to the commit-
tee, which in turn shall exam-
ine and recommend the cost
thereof.

“In order to obviate the
need for creation of separate
expert committees for each
such case, it is decided to con-
stitute a Standing Technical
Committee to study issues in
the event of any geological
surprise faced in hydroelec-
tric projects and to vet/ exam-
ine and recommend the addi-
tional time/ cost involved,”
the authority said.

POTENTIAL ASSESSED

The CEA carried out a reas-
sessment study during the
period 2017-23, which as-
sessed India’s hydro power

potential from major/ me-
dium schemes (schemes hav-
ing capacity above 25 MW at
about 1,33,400 MW.

India has an installed hy-
dro power capacity of
46,850.17 megawatts (MW)
as of August 2023.

At present, around 42 hy-
dro power projects with an
aggregate capacity of 18,034
MW are under construction
and 30 hydro power projects
with an aggregate capacity of
21,810 MW have received
concurrence from the CEA,
which can be taken up for
construction.

PROJECT ASSESSMENT

The main challenges in devel-
oping hydro power projects
include remote location, un-

predictable geology, natural
calamities, environment and
forest, Rehablhta.tnon and Re-
settlement (R&R), law & or-
derand inter-state issues.

The union government has
framed a detailed procedure
for assessment of environ-
mental and social impacts for
developmental projects,
which is prescribed in the En-
vironment Impact Assess-
ment Notification, 2006, as
amended from time to time.

Environmental clearances
are issued only after detailed
studyand analysis of develop-
mental projects listed in the
schedule to the notification
and subject to compliance of
necessary  environmental
safeguards.

Project specific conditions
related to safety measures
such as installation of early
warning telemetric system,
implementation of emer-
gency preparedness plan, dis-
aster management plan, dam
break analysis, catchment
area treatment plan, stabiliz-
ation of muck disposal sites,
rim plantation, pasture devel-
opment, nursery develop-
ment, etc are also prescribed
in the environmental clear-
ances for hydro power
projects.



