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Setback for K'taka: SC refuses
to interfere with Cauvery order

Protests Erupt;
Crucial Cabinet
Meeting Today

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru/New Delhi:
The Supreme Court on
Thursday refused to inter-
fere with the order of the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) direct-

ing it to release 5,000 cusecs
of water per day to Tamil Na-
du until September 27. After
the setback, the Kar tml.tim
government refused to di-
vulge its next plans and held
consultations with legal ex-
perts. It is expected to an-
nounce its stand — comply
with the order or seek reduc-
tion in volume of \»dler to be
released — after the cabinet

CALL FOR MANDYA BANDH TOMORROW

» K'taka yet to divulge its next plans after

SC refuses to interfere with CWMA order,

which directed the state to release 5,000

cusecs of water daily to TN until Sept 27

» Caught in a cleft stick, the state govt

may pursue 2 options: Follow order, seek '
reduction in daily water release to TN rotest in |

» Two former CMs 5 Bangarappa and >

S Krishua defled orders 1991 82902, | devtenn o tertatsan
only to fall in line after court intervened application filed by TN govt
> Farmers urge govt not to release water, | to increase its current share
stage protests in Mysuru, Mandya, B'luru; | of Cauvery river water from
call for Mandya dist bandh on Saturday | 5,000 to 7,200 cusecs/day

Siddaramaiah on Friday

Government sources said
the cabinet meeting will dis
cuss the law-and-order situa
tion as protests have started
intheCauvery basindistricts
and will decide on its action
after considering the pros
and cons of not implement-
ing the CWMA directive.

The state is also planning
to hold a one-day emergency

the issue before passing a
unanimous resolution.
“After SC refused to inter
fere, the riparian states must
accept the decisions of expert
bodies (Cauvery Water Regu-
latory Authority, or CWMA,

and CWRC),” said senior ad-

vocate Mohan Katarki, who s
appearing for Karnataka, in

dicating the state may eventu-
ally follow the order.

and proKannada groups
staged protests in Mysuru,
Mandya, Bengaluru, and other
parts, expressing anger and
urging the state not to release
water to TN, Reacting toa Man-
dya district bandh call given by
farmers on Saturday home
minister G Parameshwara al-
s0 indicated that they may
abide by the CWMA decision.

meeting convened by CM

assembly session and discuss

Farmers'

organisations

Many in Cong feel defying SC
order will help party in dists

» Continued from page 1

ka's plea that releasing
any more Cauvery water
to Tamil Nadu would plunge
the state into a drinking wa-
tercrisis, abenchcomprising
Justices BR Gavai, PS Nara-
simha and Prashant Kumar
Mishra said expert bodies
like CWMA and CWRC,
which have experts from the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), and those on
agriculture and water re-
source management, have
considered all relevant as-
pects like drought, deficit
rainfall, and water level in
theriver and only then passed
the order to release water.
“Therefore, the factors
taken into consideration by
both authorities cannot be
said to be irrelevant or extra-

I% rushing aside Karnata-

neous. So, we are not inclined
to interfere with the orders,”
the bench said. The top court
also declined to entertain an
application filed by the Tamil

CAUVERY WATER ROW

Nadugovernmentto increase
its current share of Cauvery
River water from 5,000to 7,200
cusecsaday.

Many within the Con-
gress feel defying the SC or-
der will help the party in the
Cauvery basin districts,
where the issue is emotive,
The other option is to contin-
ue demanding PM Modi’s in-
tervention. Senior BJP lead-
ersfrom Karnataka have said
it is wrong to ask Modi to in-
tervene since the issue is be-
fore the top court.

If Karnatakadefies the SC
order, it could be hauled up

for contempt. The court can
even recommend the dismiss-
al of the Siddaramaiah gov-
ernment. In 2002, the then CM
SM Krishna was pulled by the
court when he defied its order
to release water to Tamil Na-
du. He apologised and later
released water.

During the hearing on
Wednesday, senior advocate
Shyam Divan, appearing for
Karnataka, said the upper ri-
parian state was also facing
drought-like conditions, and
the release of 5,000 cusecs of
water ordered by the author-
ities is against the “interest
of the state”. He insisted it
should be further reduced to
3,000 cusecs per day. He said
Karnataka uses Cauvery wa-
terfordrinkingaswellasirri-
gation, while Tamil Nadu us-
es itonly for irrigation.

Fullreport: toi.in

»Defying SC order, P 5
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SAYS OPERATIONS ON SEPT 16-18 WERE ‘SYSTEMATIC’

SSNNL says authorities
mitigated flood damage

Times News NeTwork

Gandhinagar: The Sardar
Sarovar Narmada Nigam Ltd
{SSNNL) said on Thursday
that Sardar Sarovar Project
(SSP) dam authorities carri-
ed out “systematic opera-
tions during the unpreceden-
ted flash flood from Septem-
ber 16 to 18, thereby mitiga-
ting the damage to the
downstream area, to the ex-
tent possible.”

SSNNL said Gujarat did
not receive significant rain-
fall in August and itsshare in
the Narmada basin was just
7.72 MAF in the first week of
September, against 9 MAF in
anormal monsoon year. “The
level of SSP in September
should have been 135.64 met-
res, but theactual level of wa-
ter on September 4 was 133.73
metres,” the SSNNL state-
ment on Thursday said.

“The live storage of Sar-
dar Sarovar Dam is 5,760
MCM. But during the critical
60 hours from 10am on Sep-
tember 16 to 10pm on Septem-
ber 18, the total inflow in SSP
was 7,820 MCM, which isequ-
ivalent to135% of livestorage
capacity of the dam. Thro-
ugh systematic operationsof

the dam gates, routing and
canal management, SSPdam
authority could mitigate the

potential damage in the
downstream area as far as
possible,” the statement said.

“To protect the standing
crops and need for drinking
and irrigation water of next
ten months in Gujarat, the
priority is to save to every
drop of water rather than
production of electricity, so
RBPH (riverbed powerhou-
se) was closed on September
6,” the statement said.

SSNNLsaid thatraingau-
gestations in upstream areas
of thedam indicated very low
rainfall between Septemberd
and 14.

“Very heavy rainfall on
September 16 and 17 in catch-
ment areas made the ISP (In-
dira Sagar Project) full and
all additional water was rele-

ased from the project,” the
statement said.

‘A cloudburst between
ISP and SSP resulted in a
flash flood at the SSP and the
maximum inflow at SSP was
recorded at 21.75 lakh cusecs
on September 16 despite no
significant forecast by the
CWC (Central Water Com-
mission),” the statement sa-
id. “SSP dam authority has
routed the maximum flood of
21.75 lakh cusecs to 18.62 lakh
cusecs, i.e. reducing the peak
flow by 4 lacs cusecs by using
the available cushion and
systematic gate operation,”
the statement said. SSNNL
said the Sardar Sarovar dam
faces the 'tail end syndrome'
in terms of water manage-
ment as it has to absorb and
adjust with release from up-
stream dams like the ISP and
OmkKkareshwar.
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TN min rules out
talks with K’taka

Tamil Nadu water resources
minister Duraimuruganon
Thursday ruled out any scope
for talks with Karnataka over
sharing Cauvery water.
According to sources, the
governmentis awaiting the
meeting of the Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee
scheduled for Sept 26 for the
nextround of supply. tum

The Indian Express- 22- September-2023

India and Pakistan attend
crucial meet in Vienna to
discuss Indus water row

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

HIGHLIGHTING THAT India is
committed to support the reso-
lution of issues in accordance
with the provisions of the Indus
Waters Treaty, the Ministry of
External Affairs on Thursday said
that India attended a two-day
meeting of the Neutral Expert
proceedings in Vienna — aimed
atthe resolution of adispute be-
tween New Delhi and [slamabad
on the Kishenganga and Ratle
hydroelectric projects in Jammu
and Kashmir.

The ministry said in a state-
ment, “A delegation from India,

led by the secretary, Department
of Water Resources, attended a
meeting of the Neutral Expert
proceedings in the Kishenganga
and Ratle case at the permanent
court of arbitration in Vienna on
September 20 and 21. Senior ad-
vocate Harish Salve KC was pres-
ent in the capacity of India’s lead
counsel... Representatives of
India and Pakistan were present
at the meeting,” it said.

In July this year, a court of ar-
bitration (CoA) had ruled that it
has “competence” to consider
matters over the Kishenganga
and Ratle hydroelectric projects
in Jammu and Kashmir — a con-
struction that Pakistan has op-
posed strongly.
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CAUVERY WATER DISPUTE

SC refuses to interfere with
panel’s decision; Karnataka
Opp calls it state govt’s failure

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI. BENGALURU,
SEPTEMBER 21

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday refused to interfere
with the Cauvery Water
Management Authority’s
(CWMA) direction to Karnataka
to release 5,000 cusecs of water
perday for 15 days to neighbour-
ing Tamil Nadu,

Hearing a plea by Tamil Nadu,
which sought more water from
Karnataka,aBenchofJustices BR
Gavai, P S Narasimha and P K
Mishranoted that the CWMAand
Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) had experts
as members and it did not want
to interfere with their decision.

TheSupreme Court also noted
that the CWRC had taken into
consideration the decreased in-
flow due to rain shortfall as well
as other factors and that the two
bodies were meeting and moni-
toring the water situation every
15 days. Atthe 23rd CWMA meet-
ing held on August 29, Karnataka
was asked to ensure the release of
5,000 cusecs of water every day
to TamilNadu for the next 15days.
Tamil Nadu, however, urged the
court to direct Karnataka to re-
lease 24,000 cusecs of water daily.

Appearing for Tamil Nadu,
senior advocate Mulul Rohatgi
said the CWMA had mechani-
cally approved the CWRC deci-
sion that Karnataka should re-
lease 7,200 cusecs of water daily.

Thiswas rounded off to 5,000, he
added. "It is a distress year for
everyone. ] am a lower agrarian
state, The calculation is based on
that Inaregular year [ would have
been eligible for three times
maore,” he contended.

Opposing Tamil Nadu's de-
mand, senior advocate Shyam
Divan, who appeared for
Karnataka, said even thedirection
to release 5,000 cusecs daily was
against the state's interest, The
Bench said it did not want to en-
ter into rival claims. "We are not
inclined tointerfere. Every 15 days,
they [CWMA and CMRA] are re-
viewingit. Itis a body comprising
expertsand they have given their
reasons,” said Justice Gavai.

Before the Court pronounced
itsorder, Karataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar called
on Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat in
Delhi and informed him of the
state's inability to comply with
the CWMA's order.

Farmers and pro-Kannada
outfits staged protests in various
parts of the state. Attacking the
Congress government in
Karnataka for “failing to explain
the ground realities” to the Court,
the Oppaosition BJPand Janata Dal
(Secular) (JD-5) asked whether
"Cauvery water was being re-
leased to Tamil Nadu to keep the
INDIA alliance partners happy™.

Former chief ministers B S
Yediyurappa and Basavaraj
Bommai urged the Siddaramaiah

governmentto file a review peti-
tion before the Supreme Court,
challenging the CWMA arder on
Cauvery water release.

Alleging that both the lawand
the water resources departments
have failed to convey the state's
concernover the Cauvery issue to
the court, Yediyurappa said,
“Considering the order issued by
the top court today (Thursday), it
isclearthat the state government
has failed to provide the court
with required records,” he said,
urging the Karnataka govern-
ment to file an appeal against the
SC decision.

Bommai said Tamil Nadu has
"utilised the water (from
Cauvery) illegally”, which must
be brought to the notice of the
Supreme Court, whileexplaining
the situation in Cauvery basin.
“The court should not just con-
sider water levels in the dams of
Karnataka, but also those in Tamil
Nadu," he said.

ID(S)leader and formerCMH
D Kumaraswamy alleged that the
“injustice was being meted to
Karnataka on the Cauvery issue
because Congress' politicalinter-
ests were linked to Tamil Nadu",

Drought caused by weak
south-west monsoon this year
triggered the decade-old Cauvery
water dispute between the two
states, While Tamil Nadu has de-
manded Kamnataka to release wa-
ter, the latter has maintained that
itwill not be able to do so due to
lack of water in reservoirs of the
Cauvery basin.
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Cauvery water row:
Karnataka may wait
for next CWMA meet

State left with no choice but to release 5,000 cusecs daily to TN. as

stipulated by authority; to appeal against it in meeting on Sept. 27

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ollowing the Su-
F preme Court’s refu-

sal to intervene in
the Cauvery water sharing
dispute between Karnata-
ka and Tamil Nadu, the
State is now looking at the
next window of opportuni-
ty to present its case. Kar-
nataka has been left with
no choice but to release
5,000 cusecs of water daily
as stipulated by the Cauv-
ery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) right
now, top government
sources indicated.

The government is likely
to wait till the next CWMA
meeting proceedings to
move further. “We will go
by the current CWMA deci-
sion, but will appeal
against it in the next auth-

Union Minister for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.

ority’s meeting scheduled
for September 27,” a senior
government source told
The Hindu. The State will
continue to argue against
the release of quantum of
water as stipulated by the
authority, the source said.
Another source, who
was part of the meetings in
Delhi, acknowledged that
the Supreme Court order
came as an “unexpected

development” considering
the magnitude of the dis-
tress in the Cauvery basin
districts in Karnataka.

Earlier in the day, a dele-
gation led by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah met Union
Jal Shakti Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat to im-
press upon him the ground
realities in Karnataka, and
the State’s inability to re-
lease water.
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LOWEST RAINFALL IN 123 YEARS HAS REDUCED INFLOW OF RESERVOIRS: CM

Sidda Under Pressure to Bail
K’taka Out of Cauvery Crisis

Protests erupt in parts
of Old Mysuru region
against ordersto
release waterto TN

Our Political Bureauv

Bengaluru: Chief minister Sidda-
ramaiah on Thursday found himself
under pressure to bail Karnataka out
of the crisis arising out of Supreme
Court's refusal to interfere with the
CWRC orders to release 5,000 cusecs
of water to Tamil Nadu. BJP and JDS
targeted the CM, accusing him of
compromising on the state's interests
on the Cauvery water issue to streng-
then Congress party's bonding with
the ruling DMK in Tamil Nadu.

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu are
ruled by Congress and DMK re-
spectively that are also members
of theopposition bloc INDIA, and
BJPand JDS linked the state's set-
back in the apexcourtto Congress
party’s political compulsions.

The state government is battling a
crisis as SC refused to interfere with
the Cauvery Water Regulation Com-
mittee’s September 12 order asking
Karnataka to release 5,000 cusecs of
water to Tamil Nadu for 15days.

The development sparked protests
and road blockades by farmer groups
and sugarcane growers in the Old My-
suru region, including Mandya, My-
suru and Chamarajanagar districts
of the state. Farmer organisations
arealso planningtocall forabandhin
Mandya district on Saturday.

BJP leader BS Yediyurappa bla-
med the Congress government for
thecrisis, saving the stateended up
with an adverse outcome as the go-
vernment failed to furnish correct
data to the court. The government
clearly demonstrated a lack of pre-
paredness, and it should take re-
sponsibility for the loss, he added.

JDS leader HD Kumaraswamy sa-
id Karnataka suffered injustice be-
cause Congress party's political in-
terests were intertwined with that
of Tamil Nadu's DMK. The Cong-
ress party has prioritised the politi-
cal future of the INDIA group over
the interests of Karnataka, he ad-
ded. The government, the former
CM said, did not take the sugges-

tions given by the opposition parties
with the seriousness they deserved.
Former BJP CM Basavaraj Bom-
maialso voiced similar concerns.
Earlier in the day, Siddaramaiah,
who met Union jal shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat in Delhi,
said the minister's response to the sta-
te's demands were positive, “We need
106 tmc ft of water for crops, drinking
water and industries. We have con
vinced the Union minister that there
is only 51 tme ft available at our four
reservoirs. The lowest rainfall in Au-
gust and September in 123 years has
reduced the inflow of the reservoirs
from 11,000 to 8,000 cusecs. We have
convinced Shekhawat that we have
nowatertospare,” the CM tweeted.
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Southern reservoirs storage, a cause for concern

MONSOON IMPACT. Water level in 150 major reservoirs improves but still below last 10 years’ average

—
Subramani Ra Mancomib
Ehasnnl

The water storage level in key
reservairs In South India con-
viruse tobe n cause for concerm
evenas the levels in major 150
anes across the country are
below the average level of the
last 10years.

Tata from the Central Wa-
ter Commibssion (CWOC) show
that the storage in major
reservolrs increased to 7l§
CENE rﬂ'mpﬂlﬂtyﬂl 126463
lion cubic meters (RCM)
from 113.417 BCM (63 per

cent of eapaity) on 3
— thanks mgnsm
MONSO0N TErning active again
this month,

But the level is lower than
the last 10 vears" average of
137 BCM (81 per cent). The
lewels are Jow in view of a tru-
ant south-west  monsoon
which has resulted ina 7 per
cent rainfall deficiency. The
deficiency is 20 per cent in
eastern parts and 11 per cent

in the South, which reflects on

157086 BCM (92 per cent),
the CWC suid in E:‘l'
bulletin,

SOUTHERN BASIN
The major concern is the level
in the southern river basins.
The level was 57.55 per cemt
lower than the kst 10 vears®
verage in the Cauvery basin,
while it was nearly &5 per cent
in the Pennar basin.

The storage in the river
basins from Tacdritoe Kanyvalou-

gy Cavtre Wate CORERUMET. SRR S e

case of eastflowing rivers.  below normal (-66 per cont
Stare-wise, the level nBihar's  on August 31}, while the situ-
only reservoir is 95 per cemt ation in West Bengal has

turned grim with the storage
being 41 per cent Jower than
normal (-1 perocnt).

In the South, barring Ker-
als, the storage situation has
deteriorated sinoe Augus 31,

Tamil Nadus level has
dropped to 61 per cent below
normal from 52 per cent,
while Karnataka's has slipped
0 29 per cent from 22 per
cent.

normal from 42 per cent. In
the west, the water level in
Gujarat has improved by 16
perocntage points to 37 per
cent shove normal, while it
has declined in Maharashtra
e 10 per cent below normal
from & percent.

The reservoir level in South
Tz will be vhe key v the for-
tunes of paddy and polses
during the rabi season.

However, global models
forecast good rains for the re-
gion between and

Inthe north, there hasheen

a prolonged dry phase this
manth,

msh;hmmmn;;-
ige in Punjab to 6 percent be-
low normal from 4 per cent
above normal on August 31,
The situation in Rajasthan
and Himachal have improved

duringthis period,

EAST INDIA GRIM

East India is emerging as an-
other region of concern with
the declining in West
Bengal, N , Tripura
and Assam.

However, the sitnation has
improved i Odisha  and
Jharkhand.

In Central India, though
the water level has improved
in Urtar Pradesh, it is still 3n
per cent below normal, bat
the situation has improved in
Madhys Pradesh, thanks to
Fecent rains.

The situation will likehyim-
prove further as the south-
west monsoon has continued
to kash many parts of the
coumtry thisweek.
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