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{ CAUVERY WATER SHARING ROW } FROM NOVEMBER 17O 15

K’taka told to release 2,600 cusecs to' TN

HT Correspondent

letters @hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: The Cauvery
Water Regulation Committee
(CWRC) on Monday recom-
mended Karnataka to ensure
that a minimum flow of 2,600
cusecs (cubic feet per second)
of water reaches Biligundlu in
Tamil Nadu from November 1
to 15.

In a statement on the 89th
Cauvery Water Hegulation
Committee (CWRC) meeting,
the panel said: “Tamil Nadu has
demanded that Karnataka has
to release 13,000 cusecs for the
next 15 days (which works out
to 16.90 TMC). Finally, CWRC
recommends that Karnataka
needs to ensure releases from

THE K'TAKA GOVT
CITED SHORTAGLE
OF RAINFALL AND
THE SUBSEQUENT
DROUGHT
SITUATION IN THE
STATE AS REASONS
FORITS INABILITY
TO SHARE WATER

its reservoirs so that the flows
at 2,600 cusecs are realised at
Biligundlu.”

The recommendation came
even as the Karnataka govern-
ment submitted that in the
light of “almost nil inflows"
into its four reservoirs, the
state would not be able to

release any water so as to reach
Biligundlu, "except that would
be contributed from the uncon-
trolled catchment”, according
to the statement.

Represented by additional
chief secretary Rakesh Singh,
the Karnataka government also
cited shortage of rainfall and
the subsequent drought situa-
tion in the state as reasons for
its inability to share water with
Tamil Nadu.

After conducting extensive
surveys, the Karnataka govern-
ment has declared drought in
216 taluks of the state.

While there was no immedi-
ate reaction to the CWRC's rec-
ommendation from the Tamil
Nadu government, Karnataka
deputy chief minister DK Shi-

vakumar said the state doesn’t
have water to share. “With
regards to the Cauvery, we are
unable to release water due to a
complete lack of inflow. Our
live storage stands at 551 tmc,
and we must prioritise our
drinking water supply. We
hope for rain and increased
water levels, but we currently
have no water to share,” he
said.

In September, the CWRC had
ordered Karnataka to ensure
release of 5,000 cusecs of Cau-
very water from September 28
to October 15.

Karnataka has filed a review
petition against the order both
in the Supreme Court and with
the Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority.



Times News Merwork

Bengaluru: Union Jal Shakti
minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, on Monday, pretty
much washed his hands off
the Mekedatu project, saying
the balancing reservoir pro-
ject has been delayed because
of “a lack of consensus”
among the states — Karnata-
ka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and
Puducherry — involved.

He was responding to a
campaign on X by chief min-
ister Siddaramaiah, accusing
the Centre of hurting the in-
terests of the state and its
people, Using hashtags like
“#WhyNoLoveForKarnata-
ka?" and "#AnswerMadiMo-
di”, Siddaramaiah claimed
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment has not addressed Kanr-
nataka's water issues despite
scanty rainfall this monsoon
and that it was stalling ap-
provals for projects like Meke-
datu and Mahadayi.

Shekhawat said on X: “Dis-
cussion on the detailed project
report, which has been ap-
proved by the Centre, was in-
cluded as an agenda item dur-
ing various meetings of the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority to take it forward,
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Lack of consensus among states

WALK FOR WATER: File picture of Congress workers during a padayatra
in February to demand implementation of the Mekedatu project

but it did not happen due to a
lack of unanimity among the
four states. The Centre has
nothing to do with it.”

Reacting to Siddaramai-
ah’s comments on river wa-
ter projects, Shekawat said
the CM “was spreading mis-
information”. “We know it is
a tradition of Congress to
gpread false rumours and
misinformation. But it isn't
becoming of a CM to wreak
havoc in people’s lives by do-
ing 50,” he wrote.

On the long-pending Kala-
sa-Banduri Nala project,
Shekawat said the DPR has

already been approved by the
Central Water Commission
with certain conditions, and
it has been communicated to
the government of Karnata-
ka. “Of the five projects from

Karnataka prioritised under

the Pradhan Maniri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana — Acoceler-
ated Irrigation Benefits Pro-
gramme during 2017-17, three
were completed,” he said.

“Two are ongoing, and Rs
1.190 crore of the Rs 1,238.3
croreof central assistance has
already been released to date.”

Shekhawatsaid that under

the Atal Bhujal Yojana, Kar-

BJP forms 17 teams to study drought

amataka BJP has formed

17 teams to tour drought-
hit taluks. N Ravikumar, state
general secretary of the party,
said each team will visit two
districts and the party will
submit a comprehensive re-
port on drought to the state
government on November 1.
He said his party will demand

nataka has already received
Rs 630 crore from the Centre
but spent only Rs 274 crore as
of October 28.

Karnataka BJP also lam-
basted Siddaramaiah over his
claims of bias towards the
state from the Centre.

“The Congress party, in
their usual fashion, is so
quick to point fingers at the
Centre without once reflect-
ing on their own actions,” it
said on X, “They went ahead,
promising grand schemes
and benefits without giving
a second thought to the budg-
etary implications. This is
classic Congress: Peddling
hopes and dreams with abso-
lutely zero planning on how
to achieve them. And when
reality strikes, when the fis-
cal limits become glaringly

delaying Mekedatu: Union min
e s

that the government hold a
special session of legislature
to debate drought. Former
chief minister BS Yediyurappa
will head the team to visit
Bengaluru and Tumakuru,
while the team headed by par-
ty president Malin Kumar
Kateel will tour Vijayapura
and Bagalkot.

obvious, what is their strat-
egy? Blame the Centre.”

Reacting to Siddaramai-
ah's remark on diserimina-
tion in central grants, BJP
said: “Karnataka received a
tax devolution of Rs 2,866,825
crore from the central govern-
ment. This is a staggering 3.2
times more compared to the
period from 3004 to 2014 under
the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment, Furthermore, grants-in-
aid that Karnataka received
between 2014 and FY 2023
amounted to Bs 2,08,832 crore.
In comparison, during the
UPA government's tenure
fromm 2004 to 2014, grants-in-aid
were Rs 60,779 crore. This sig-
nificant increase by 3.4 times
underscores the central gov-
ernment’s dedication to forti-
fyving Karnataka.”
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Cauvery regulatory panel
asks Karnataka to release
2,600 cusecs for Tamil Nadu

The Cauvery Water Management Authority will meet on November 3; likely to ratify the decision.

CWRCs decision means the State will get 5.16 tmcft over the course of three weeks in November

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

he Cauvery Water
TRegulation Com-
mittee (CWRC) on

Monday decided that Kar-
nataka, the upper riparian
State, should ensure the
realisation of 2,600 cubic
feet per second (cusecs) for
Tamil Nadu, the lower ri-
parian State, from Novem-
ber 1to 23.

This was the outcome of
the CWRC'’s meeting held
in New Delhi and attended
by participants virtually.
“The Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority
(CWMA) will meet on Fri-
day [to ratify the decision
of the Committee],” Vineet
Gupta, CWRC chairman,
told The Hindu on Monday
evening over the phone.
Biligundulu, on the inter-
State border, remains the
point of measurement for
realisation.

Asked whether Karnata-
ka agreed with the commit-
tee’s stipulation, Mr. Gupta
replied that “this has been
decided at the meeting.”
Since September 27, the
quantum prescribed by

On Monday, the water level at Mettur Dam stood at 54.83 ft with the

e R

storage being 18.984 tmcft. E. LAKSHMI NARAYANAN

oversight bodies for the
Cauvery dispute was 3,000
cusecs. Prior to that, it was
5,000 cusecs.

During the day’s deliber-
ations, Tamil Nadu sought
16 thousand million cubic
feet (tmcft) as it had con-
tended that there was a
shortfall of 13 tmcft bet-
ween June 1 and October
27, with the remaining 3
tmeft for the next fortnight
{November 1-15).

But, the CWRC did not
take into account the

shortfall, while deciding
the quantum of release,
said a participant. The
CWRC's decision would
mean that Tamil Nadu
would get 5.16 tmcft over
November’s three weeks.
During October, the lower
riparian State realised 12.5
tmeft against the normal
quota of 19.5 tmcft.

On Monday morning,
the water level at Mettur
Dam, the lifeline of the
Cauvery delta, stood at
54.83 ft (full level: 120 ft)

with the storage being
18.984 tmcft (capacity:
93.47 tmcft). Inflow was
about 3,400 cusecs while
the discharge through the
canal was around 500 cu-
secs,

No water was being re-
leased through the river
for irrigation in view of the

poor storage.

Bengaluru Bureau adds
Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar,
who also holds Water Re-
sources portfolio, on Mon-
day asserted that the State
did not have any water to
release.

“The inflow into Krish-
naraja Sagar (KRS) is nil
We do not have enough
water to release to Tamil
Nadu. We do not have the
strength to release the wa-
ter. The natural release
from KRS and Kabini reser-
voirs is 815 cusecs a day.
There is just about 51 tmcft
of water in the Cauvery ba-
sin [reservoirs],” he told
presspersons here.

Mr. Shivakumar said the
water in the reservoirs had
to be utilised for the supply
of drinking water.
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Haryana government approves 604 flood
control schemes with Rs 1,205 crore budget

MPOST BUREAU

CHANDIGARH: In an effort
to further strengthen flood
control measures in the state,
the Haryana government has
granted in-principle approval
for 604 new schemes. This ini-
tiative, with a total budget of Rs
1,205.89 crore, was approved
during the 55th meeting of the
Haryana State Drought Relief
and Flood Control Board, con-
vened under the chairmanship
of Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar here on Monday.

The majority of these
schemes primarily focus on pro-
tection of Abadi, protection of
agricultural land, procurement
of flood machinery, reclama-

tion of agricultural land, con-
servation and reuse of water
and renovation or reconstruc-
tion of structures for smooth
flow of drains. Deputy Chief
Minister, Dushyant Chautala
and Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare Minister, J.P. Dalal
also remained present in the
meeting.

The new flood schemes

approved included 77 for Yamu-
nanagar, 42 for Sonipat, 67 for
Jhajjar, 36 for Rohtak, 53 for
Ambala, 43 for Kaithal, 31 for
Kurukshetra, 16 for Hisar, 22
for Charkhi Dadri, 27 for Fate-
habad, 20 for Karnal, 28 for Jind,
17 for Panipat, 15 for Bhiwani,
18 for Nuh, 5 each for Mahen-
dergarh and Faridabad, 14 for
Palwal, 42 for Panchkula, 10 for

Sirsa and 3 each for Rewari and
Gurugram.

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister instructed all
Deputy Commissioners, who
participated in the meeting vir-
tually, to collect requests from
residents in their respective
districts for the construction of
dams to mitigate any flood risks.
They were further directed to
collect resolutions in this regard
from Panchayats and trans-
mit them to the Headquarter
through the Divisional Com-
missioners. The Chief Minister
further instructed all Deputy
Commissioners to ensure the
expeditious implementation of
all flood control schemes within
a specified timeframe.
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CM spreading ‘falsehood’ on
projects: Jal Shakti Minister

He clarifies on approval,
grants released for projects

NEW DELHI, DHNS

nion Jal Shakti Min-

l Iister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on Monday

hit out at Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah for spreading false-
hood and misinformationwith
regard to various irrigation
projects, including Mekedatu.
The minister was reacting
to Siddaramaiah’s statement
on Saturday that the Nar-
endra Modi-led union gov-
ernment had not addressed
Karnataka's water issues de-

“We know it is tradition for
Congress to spread false ru-

it isn’'t becoming of a CM to
wreak havoc in people’s lives
by doing so,” Shekhawat said
inapostonX.

OnMekedatu

spite scanty rainfall. On Mekedatu, the minister

Alleging that the Centre’s said a discussion on the de-
approval was pending tailed project report
for projects like Me- # was included as an
kedatu and Mahadayi f agenda item during
Siddaramaiahhadsaid, | meetings of the Cau-
“Do you want to inflict § very Water Manage-
more thirst on Kan- ment Authority. How-
nadigas, dear Prime | ever, the discussion

Minister?” Gajendra could not take place
The CM has been Singh due to lack of consen-

running a campaign Shekhawat sus among the states

on X with hashtag concerned, he added.

#WhyNoLoveForK-

arnataka? and #AnswerMad- Kalasa-Banduriproject

iModi. The DPRs of Kalasa-Banduri

mour & misinformation. But

Nala projecthavealreadybeen
approved by the Central Wa-
ter Commission with certain

conditions and the same has

been communicated to the
government of Karnataka,
Shekhawat said.

“Of the five projects from
Karnataka prioritised under
the Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana-accelerated
irrigation benefits programme
- during 2017-17, three stand
completed,” the minister said.

“Two are ongoing and
Rs 1,190.05 crore of the
Rs 1,238.30 crore of central
assistance has been released
till date,” he said.

Shekhawat said, under the
Atal Bhujal Yojana, Karna-
taka has already received Rs
629.54 crore from the Centre,
butspentonly Rs274.05 crore
ason October 28.
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