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Union cabinet to take final call on
Polavaram project, says Shekhawat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Visakhapatnam

ACKNOWLEDGING that the
Central government has re-
ceived the revised estimates for
the Polavaram Irrigation
Project on October 19, Union
Jal Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat on Thurs-
day said the Union cabinet will
take a decision on the same.
Shekhawat was speaking to
reporters on the sidelines of
the International Congress on
Irrigation and Drainage (ICID)
and the 74th International Ex-
ecutive Council (IEC) held in
Visakhapatnam on Thursday.
Asserting that there was no
dearth of funds to execute the
Polavaram project, he empha-
sised that the R&R (Rehabilita-
tion and Resettlement)aspect
of the project comes under the
purview of state government.
Further, he said the BJP was
seeing progress under the lead-
ership of Narendra Modi in all
States, including the ones
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where the party did not have
much foothold earlier.

Exuding confidence, he add-
ed, “The day is not so far when
the BJP’s flag will fly high in
Andhra Pradesh due to the par-
ty leaders’ efforis.”

Pointing out that 16% houses
in rural areas of the state were
getting piped water in 2019,
Shekhawat said in the last four
years, the Union government
was able to supply water to 69%
households through pipes de-
spite two years of pandemic.”

¢69%b households served
despite pandemic’

Shekhawat said in the last four
years, the Central government
was able to supply water to 68%
households through pipes despite
two years of the pandemic.” He
highlighted that under the PM
Krishi Yojana, almost two million
hectares of new land was brought
under irrigation command,
benefitting millions of farmers.

“Developed and developing
countries see India as a winner
in resolving water and sanita-
tion issues. At the Stockholm
conference in 2019, representa-
tives and ministers of 48 coun-
tries visited the Indian pavil-
lion and sought India’s support
in achieving ODF (Open Defe-
cation Free) status,” the Union
minister said.

He added, “In the post-Covid
era, India has created a new
benchmark, under the leader-
ship of PM Modi.”
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21% less water in dams;
those in south half-empty
— |
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Water levelsinIndia's 150  states currently hold
key reservoirs havefallen  wateronly up to 47% of
sharplyto 21% below last  their capacity as per the

year's level due to Central Water

deficient southwest Commission data on
monsoon rainfall and Thursday. The northeast
sluggish progress of monsoon, which brings

north-eastern monsoon, vital rain to several parts of
reports Sandip Das. The southern India, has been
water levelsinthesedams the 'sixth lowest' since
were 8% below the last 1901 at 60% below the
10-year average. Forty benchmark - long period
two reservoirs in southern  average.

Water levels at reservoirs
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Cleaning our rivers

Namami Gange initiative can work for the rest

—
5K Sarkar
Miyati Seth

ith 14 major river

systems and more than

GO0 rivers, almaost B0
percent of the subcontinent’s
population is dependent on these
water resources for their
sustenance - both interms of food
and occupation. According toa
report by Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCR) in 2022,
there areabout 311 Polluted River
Stretches (PRS -stretches in
rivers where BOD=3mg/L) in 279
rivers (out of 603 rivers assessed).

Althy ,the percentage of
PRSl'msmrEhduue from ?l:t}ag:r cent
in 2015 to 46 per cent in 2022
indicating effective
implementation of the initiatives
such as setting up of Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs),
management of industrial efffuent
through charters, enforcement of
regulations related to prevention
and control of pollution, etc, there
still exist immense scope for
improving the condition of the
FIVETS,

As estinvated by CPCB (20213,
the sewage generation from the
urbsin cities is about 72,368
million litres per day (MLD) while
from the rural areas is about
39,604 MLI, There are about
1,631 Sewage Treatment Plants
(5TPs) with atotal capacity of
36,668 MLD totreat the sewspe
generated.

Currently, only 20,236 MLD of
installed capacity is actually
utilised to treat sewage, whilethe
rest is directly discharged into the
rivers due toseveral issues such as
lack of sewerage network, high
operating cost, ete.

Besidesthis, industries
generateabaut 13,468 MLD of
wastewater of which only 60 per
centis treated at CETPsand the
rest is discharged untreated in the
rivers.

The Ganga basin is one of the
most polluted basing and home to
about 2,500 speciesof flora and
fauna. Thereare about 45 PRS in
thewhole basin. As perthe
estimations, the five States —
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Tharkhand and West Bengal
—throughwhich the river
courses, generatesabout 11,765
MLD of sewage, of which anly 20
percent is treated currenthy,
Moreover, the wastewater from
industries is alsoa source of
pollution apart from the
agriculture runoff.

Respective States/ U Ts within
the country, local bodies and
industries within each State are
responsible for preventing and
controlling the river pollution as

RIVER ECOSYSTEM. Curbing
effluents saxeer e

water is a State subject. To
enhance the efforts by States/UTs,
the Centre has been providing
financial and technical assistance
toaddress river pollution through
several initiatives such asthe
Mational River Conservation Plan
(NRCP) in 1995 for major rivers
and the National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) in 2014
specifically for river Ganga. Under
the NRCP, several PRS on 36
riversacross 16 States have been
covered with a sanctioned cost of
t6,248.16 crore,

Further, STPs with capacity of
about 2,745 7 MLD have been
created to address the pollution
entering into the rivers.

Under the initiative of Namami
Gange programme being
implemented by NMCG,
Integrated River Basin
Management (IBRM)) approach is
being followed. The missionalso
includes promotion of sustainable
agriculture, river hazard
marnagement, basin protection
against disasters, ETCI.,IFUIthfI',
CPCEhas also implemented
several charters aimed atwater
recyclingand pollution
prevention for industrial sectors
such astextile, pulpand paper,
SLLEAT, £t

AGENDAPORACTION
According to NMCG, plans exist
tosetup STPs of about TOODMLD
capacityby 2026 0utof 11,765
MLD of sewage being generated
brythe five States, But for the
remaining capacity, States need to
take responsibility for settingup
ofinfrastructure by either i
funds fromvarions inidarives such
as AMRUT Mission, Smart City
Mission, JWNURM, Swachh
Bharat Mission, ete.or on their
ow. There should be online
monitoring of STPs by regulators
for better compliance by
industrial units, NMOCG-
activities should be ext
other rivers.
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Sarkar is Cistinguished Feliow, TERI and former
Secretary, Minkstry of Water Resources; Seth,
Associate Felioes, TERI
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DEFICIENT RAINFALL

Reservoir storage levels
drop to 71% of capacity

Chennai: The water level in India’s
150 major reservoirs dropped
further this week to 71 per cent
of capacity as over 60 per cent
of the districts from where data
were received reported deficient
or no rainfall. According to the
weekly bulletin on live storage

issued by the Central Water
Commission, storage in the

reservoirs dropped to 126.120
billion cubic metres (BCM), or
71 per cent of the 178784 BCM
full capacity. This is lower than
the 127591 BCM last week. p10

Storage level drops to 71% of capacity

FAST DEPLETING. As over 60% of country receives poor rains in Oct, water level in South dips below 45%

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Chennal

The water level in 150 major
reservoirs dropped further
this week to 71 per cent of
the capacity as over 60 per
cent of the districts from
where data were received re-
ceived deficient or no
rainfall.

According to the weekly
bulletin on live storage is-
sued by Central Water Com-
mission (CWC}, storage in
the reservoirs dropped to 71
per cent or 126.120 billion
cubic metres (BCM) of the
178.784 BCM capacity. This
is lower than the 127.591
BCM last week. The level is 8
percentage points lower
than last year and 20 per-
centage points lower than
the last 10 years" average.
Barring the Central region,
the level dropped in all other
regions this week.

The situation in South In-
dia has turned grim with the
level dropping below 45 per
cent. The bulletin said water

in the southern region
dipped to 23.732 BCM or 44
per cent of the 53.334 BCM
capacity.

The storage improved in
Tamil Nadu to 51 per cent
lower than normal (-52 per
cent last week) and re-
mainedat last week’s level of
22 per cent below normal in
Kerala. However, the water
level dropped in Karnataka
to 37 per cent below normal
{-35 per cent), in Andhra
Pradesh to 57 per cent helow
normal (-56 per cent) and in
Telangana to 34 per cent
above normal (40 per cent)).

Dipping lzvels,
rising concerns®

Zones. Live Last  This
_ storage” week** week®
North 1966 7996 79.00
East 2043 7600 7382
Central 4823 8100 5218
West 3258 8800 &7.00
South 5333 4600 44.00

Soarca; CWE Waekly Sulin
#in 150 majar reserusirs *in billion cabic metres
** Siorage 25 %age 1o (2Bt ity

But the good news is that
the India Meteorological De-
partment on Thursday said
the North-East Monsoon
has gained momentum and
it may last a week. This may
help increase the storage.

GRIM IN EAST INDIA
The sharpest drop in storage
was in the eastern region
with the level declining to
73.82 per cent of the capa-
city from 76 per cent a week
ago. It was still higher than
last vear's level.

The storage in Odisha
dropped to 7 per cent below

normal (1 per cent), to nor-
mal in West Bengal (8 per
cent), to 6 per cent below
normal in Tripura (11 per
cent) but it improved to 5
per cent above normal in As-
sam (2 per cent).

In the central region, the
storage increased to 8218
per cent or 39.632 BCM of
the capacity against 81 per
cent last week. The level in
Madhya Pradesh increased
to & per cent above normal
(2 per cent), but dropped to
32 per cent below normal in
Uttar Pradesh (-31 per
cent). In Uttarakhand, it
dropped to 10 per cent
above normal (10 per cent)
and in Chattisgarh to 14 per
cent below normal (-12 per
cent).

KEY TO RABI SOWING

In the western region com-
prising Maharashtra and
Gujarat, the water level was
32,192 BCM or 87 per cent
of the capacity. Storage in
Maharashtra dipped further
to 5 per cent below normal
(-4 per cent) and in Gujarat

to 30 per cent above normal
(36 per cent). The storage
dropped a tad in the north-
ern region with the level re-
maining at last week’s 8 per
cent below normal in Punjab
and 3 per cent above normal
in Rajasthan. In Himachal, it
dropped to 3 per cent below
normal (0 per cent).

The storage level is the
key to rabi crops sowing and
production. A low water
level will likely affect irriga-
tion of the season’s crop.
Such a situation could fur-
ther compound the woes of
the agriculture sector, par-
ticularly after kharif crops

output has been affected bya
deficient south-west
MONSeoN.

Warm ocean water phe-
nomenon El Nino impacted
the south-west monsoon
and it is likely to continue
through to June 2024. El
Ninoled to August receiving
a 32 per cent deficient rain-
fall — the lowest in 110
vears, while October re-
ceived the sixth-lowest rain-
fall since 1901.
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