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Water sprinkling on roads among
new steps taken to fight pollution

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

As air quality worsened in
the national capital, the
AAP government on Tuesday
listed a slew of measures
including sprinkling of water in
all the 70 assembly con-
stituencies and stepped up
monitoring of BS-3 Petrol and
BS-4 Diesel vehicles and their
entry into Delhi is prohibited.
Delhi's Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said in view of the
rise in pollution in Delhi after
Diwali, a special campaign to
sprinkle water has been start-
ed in the entire Delhi from
Tuesday. The Delhi govern-
ment has deployed 215 mobile
anti-smog guns to sprinkle
water on roads across Delhi.
There will be 70 mobile anti-
smog guns for the 70 Assembly
constituencies of Delhi to
sprinkle water.

The Environment Minister said
the government is running
several campaigns in Delhi
under the leadership to tight-
en the noose of pollution in
Delhi. Be it the anti-dust cam-
paign, anti-open burning cam-
paign, or the spraying of bio-
decomposers, we have taken
strict measures to curb pollu-
tion. Today, we are initiating
another step to keep the pol-
lution levels in check. We will
run mobile anti-smog guns
across Delhi, which will sprin-
kle water on roads, he said.
Rai said “We are starting a
mega-campaign of sprinkling
water on roads of Delhi from
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today. I am optimistic that
there will be an immediate
reduction in pollution levels
through this campaign. The
campaign will run across Delhi
and 60 mobile anti-smog guns
have deployed on hotspots to
keep pollution levels in check”
He also said the Punjab
Government has made signif-
icant efforts to reduce the cases
of stubble burning. As a result
of the efforts of the
Government of Punjab, the
incidence of stubble burning
has come down by 60% this
year as compared to the previ-
ous years.”

To ensure strict compliance
with GRAP-IV regulations,
Labour Minister Raaj Kumar
Anand, along with officials,
conducted inspections at the
Singhu border late Monday
night.According to GRAP-IV
regulations, the entry of BS-3
Petrol and BS-4 Diesel vehicles
into Delhi is prohibited. The

B Y

inspection revealed continuous
entry of diesel vehicles from
Haryana into Delhi, which isa
matter of concern.

The drivers were informed
that entry of diesel vehicles into
Delhi is restricted due to the
deteriorating air quality.
Stringent monitoring and
implementation instructions
for GRAP-IV were provided to
the officials.

Anand said sending diesel vehi-
cles from Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh to Delhi is contribut-
ing to increased pollution in the
city.

The SDM Narela was directed
to disseminate information
through hoardings, banners,
camps, and handbills to enforce
a restriction on vehicle entry.
Large banners with informa-
tion on all directives and rules
should be displayed at entry
from Haryana to ensure drivers
are informed in advance and
refrain from entering Delhi.
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Smog towers ineffective, says pollution panel

JAISON WILSON @ New Delhi

THE Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) has in-
formed the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) that smog towers
are nota “practical solution” to
curb pollution in the national
capital mainly due to its enor-
mous cost. It has also said that
the two smog towers installed
at Anand Vihar and Connaught
Place have not been effective.
The DPCC views have been
communicated to the Delhi
government, but no concrete
decision has emerged, the anti-

pollution body has said. “It has
been found that the efficacy of
the smog tower has not impact-
ed the air quality,” DPCC says
in its action taken report
on the worsening air
pollution in the city.

The report said the
Delhi area, which is
1,483 sq km, may re-
quire 47,229 smog tow-
ers costing Rs 11,80,725
crore (approx) plus arecurring
cost of about Rs 15 lakh per
month for each tower.

“In case a17% reduction in a
100 m radius is to be considered

favourable, Delhi needs more
than 40,000 such towers to cov-
er its area. This cannot be a
practical solution... the smog
towers already erected
may be used for dissemi-
nation of technical in-
formation about air
pollution as a muse-
um,” the report said.
The two towers in-
stalled were meant for ex-
periment and the “results are
not at all encouraging to bear a
heavy expenditure.”
The report referred to the
IIT-Bombay and DPCC’s

Action taken: ‘Use 2
smog towers as museum’

The DPCC report says in case a
17% cut in a 100-m radius is
considered favourable, Delhi
needs more than 40,000 smog
towers to cover its area. This
cannot be a practical solution.
“The two smog towers may be
used for dissemination of
technical information about air
pollution as a museum, it added.

own assessment, saying that
the two smog towers have
not been effective. P3
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The city remained shrouded in smog on Tuesday, with the AQI level at most places approaching severe level even as anti-smog guns sprayed water on the roads in a bid to contain dust particles | sneknag vapav

AQINEAR SEVERE LEVEL

AIN, NORELIEF SOON

Likely to slip into the severe category in the coming days due to
unfavourable meteorological conditions predicted by weather dept

ZAID NAYEEMI @ New Delhi

THE Air Quality Index (AQI) in
the national capital plunged to
397 (very poor) on Tuesday, ac-
cording to data from the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB). The major pollutants
identified were PM2.5 and
PM10.

The index was recorded at
218 (poor category) on Diwali
and 358 (poor category) on
Monday.

The AQI crossed 400 (severe
category) in several parts of
Delhi on Tuesday. The value at
Nehru Nagar, Anand Vihar,
ITO, Punjabi Bagh, RK Puram,
and Dwarka was 450, 439, 427,
423, 422 and 406 respectively.

Other towns in the National
Capital Region (NCR) also re-
corded AQI in the very poor cat-
egory. While Gurugram record-
ed an AQI of 386, Faridabad,
Noida, Ghaziabad, and Greater
Noida recorded an AQI of 384
(very poor), 364 (very poor), 356
(very poor), and 348 (very poor)
respectively.

An official from the Commis-

sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM) has said that the
spike in pollution levels post
Diwali was due to two factors
- firecracker bursting and farm
fires -- with the former being
the predominant reason.

As per data from a system de-
veloped by Pune-based Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorol-
ogy, stubble-burning contrib-
uted to 12% of the air pollution
in Delhi on Tuesday. Further, it
has been predicted that stubble-
burning is likely to account for
14% of the air pollution on
Wednesday and 6% on
Thursday:

Since the people of the na-
tional capital defied the Su-
preme Court’s order of burst-
ing crackers during Diwali and
the weather department has
forecasted mainly clear sky,
with no rains, for the coming
days, Delhi’s AQI is expected to
slip into severe category.

Earlier, the national capital
recorded its best air quality on
Diwali (Sunday) in the eight
years. However, on Monday,
Delhi was the most polluted

city in the world.

An AQI between zero and 50
is considered ‘good’, 51 and 100
‘satisfactory’, 101 and 200 ‘mod-
erate’, 201 and 300 ‘poor’, 301
and 400 ‘very poor’, 401 and 450
‘severe’ and above 450 ‘severe
plus’.

Inarelated development, En-
vironment Minister Gopal Rai
on Tuesday said people associ-
ated with the BJP are offering
“absurd” justifications for sup-
porting firecracker bursting
during Diwali, which resulted
in a sharp spike in pollution
levels in the national capital.

Raialso emphasised that the
Delhi government plans to bol-
ster its water sprinkling efforts
by deploying additional water
sprinklers and anti-smog guns
in areas recording hazardous
pollution levels.

“The BJP alleges that the
AAP government in Delhi
failed to curb firecracker burst-
ing. However, it’s the BJP-con-
trolled police in Delhi, Harya-
na, and Uttar Pradesh that
failed to prevent firecracker
burning,” he alleged.



G Balachandar
Chennai

Va Tech Wabag, a leading
global player in the water
technology space, is explor-
ing strategic partnership
opportunities in the green
hydrogen segment. The
Chennai-headquartered
company believes that its
in-house capabilities and
experience will come in
handy as it plans to emerge
as a water partner to com-
panies focusing on the pro-
duction of green hydrogen.
Though green hydrogen
— which has the potential
to significantly reduce
greenhouse gas emissions
— is not economically vi-
able yet, a number of com-
panies are investing in the
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Wabag exploring partnerships to produce
green hydrogen leveraging water tech expertise

Rajiv Mittal, CMD,
Va Tech WABAG

segment as they expect
costs to come down
gradually.

“In the next 5 years or so,
green hydrogen will become
economically viable and it
will see the success the solar
power segment witnessed.
20 years ago, everyone said
solar wouldn’t work, but it

is now successfully compet-
ing with thermal,”
Rajiv Mittal, Chairman and
Managing Director of Va
Tech Wabag Ltd told
businessline.

Water is a raw material
for hydrogen production. If
the water is not clean, it
gives scales to the elec-
trodes and the efficiency of
the electrodes will come
down. That’s where Wabag
sees its role in providing
safe and clean water for hy-
drogen production. “We can
produce cleaner water than
others,” claims Mittal.

HYDROGEN PRODUCTION
For the production of green
hydrogen, three important
things need to be put to-
gether — green energy, elec-
trodes and water.

As awater partner, Wabag
could build, operate and
maintain the water treat-
ment plant to provide the
green hydrogen companies
with a reliable source of
clean water. “There are a
number of companies in
touch with Wabag to rope us
as a water partner,” he
added.

Meanwhile, Wabag is also
working on putting up a pi-
lot green hydrogen unit. For
this, the company plans to
get the electrodes from top
electrode makers, and work
with leading solar panel
suppliers to build a green
power supply for the pro-
ject. “By next year or so, we
will be in a position to
demonstrate the pilot pro-
ject of green hydrogen pro-
duction,” he added.
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