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Water row: TS wants Centre
to follow key protocols

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana State is going to
seek fulfilment of key oper-
ation protocols by the Min-
istry of Jal Shakti before
handing over the joint proj-
ects in the Krishna Basin to
the river management
board.

As a senior official of
State Irrigation Department
puts it, the functions of Kr-
ishna River Management
Board (KRMB) are prima-
rily to regulate the supply of
water to both the States. It
will be in accordance with
either the tribunal award or
the agreements that have
been reached by the two
States as part of bifurcation
arrangements.

Allocation of water is the
prerogative of the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal
(KWDT). The river board
has no authority to indulge
in allocating water to the
States. The river board also
has no brief to intervene in
power generation issues. It
would not be able to come
in the way of Telangana’s
right over power generation
under any circumstances,

River board would not be able to come in
the way of Telangana's right over power
generation under any circumstances, says
senior State Irrigation Department official

he stressed. The right over
the operation of the power
houses, going by even the
State Reorganisation Act,
shall remain with the States
concerned.

The Bachawat Tribunal
did not make any separate
allocations for Srisailam
Hydro-electric project since
it is meant for generating
power only. In one of its re-
ports, the Tribunal reiter-
ated that Srisailam is a
hydro-electric project for
generating power without
diverting to any other wa-
tershed.

The Srisailam project is
only source of inflows for
the Nagarjuna Sagar Project.
As per the mandate of the
Planning Commission, 264
tmc of water has to be re-
leased from  Srisailam
through its power genera-
tion channels to Nagarjuna
Sagar. This is an important
provision and it can neither

be altered by KRMB, nor
tampered with.

Thus, the Bachawat Tri-
bunal has clarified in no un-
certain terms that Srisailam
Reservoir is meant purely
for generating power with-
out diverting water to any
water shed except for irriga-
tion. Subsequent govern-
ments however, have
changed scope of the proj-
ect by adding the irrigation
element.

The Centre must con-
sider the carry over facility
before expecting Telangana
to respond positively. Our
right on the quantity of
water we could save in the
current water year by
adopting conservation
methods cannot be de-
prived of. What we could
save on our quote in the
reservoirs should be carried
over to the next water year.
This facility has been pro-
vided by KWDT-1.
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All India secretaries
conference on water
vision to be held in TN

New Delhi, Jan 19: An all
India secretaries conference
on the country's water vision
will be held on Monday and
Tuesday in Tamil MNadu,
according to an official state-
ment. The conference aims to
ideate, share best practices and
review the progress made on
the recommendations, empha-
sizing the need for integrated
and interdisciplinary appr-
oaches to water-related issues.

The conference serves as a
follow-up to the "1st All India
Annual State Ministers
Conference on Water”, which
took place on January 5 and 6
last wear in Bhopal during
which 22 recommendations
were formulated by the Centre
and the states, setting the stage
for a collaborative effort to add-
ress water-related challenges
comprehensively, a statement
by the Jal Shakti Ministry
said.

The scheduled sessions dur-
ing the two-day conference
next week will center around
five key themes: Water Gover-
nance and Water @Quality Cli-
mate Resilience and River He-
alth, Water Use Efficiency, Wa-
ter Storage, and Jan Bhagidari.

Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat and Minister
for Water Resource, Tamil Na-
du government, Durai DMu-
rugan, will be in attendance.

The event will witness the re-
lease of a film by the Ministry
of Jal Shakti titled 'For a Water
Secure Future' and a book
titled 'Jal Shakti Abhivan:
Catch the Rain, A Journey’.

The participants in the confe-
rence will include the secretar-
ies of central ministries, addit-
ional chief secretaries/princi-
pal secretaries of Water Resou-
rces, PHED & Irrigation depa-
rtments from warious states,
senior-most secretaries of the
states, representatives of bilat-
eral partners/multilateral org-
anisations/NG0Os and media
partners. —PTr
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