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CWRC an unbiased
platform: Minister

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

The Cauvery Water Regula-
tion Committee (CWRC) is
an unbiased platform
working towards best man-
agement of water resourc-
es, said Union Minister of
Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on Tuesday.

He was speaking at a
press conference after the
All India Secretaries Confe-
rence on Water Vision
@2047-Way Ahead, which
was organised by the Na-
tional Water Mission of the
Ministry of Jal Shakti, and
coordinated by the Tamil
Nadu Water Resources De-
partment here.

Regular assessment
On the Cauvery water
share for Tamil Nadu, the
Minister said the CWRC
had met several times to
assess water availability,
and based on the storage,
it decided the allocation
for the States.

On the groundwater sit-

uation across the country,
he said the Jal Shakti Minis-
try had improved the effi-
cacy of aquifer mapping,
which led to evidence-
based management inter-
ventions, and helped dras-
tically reduce the number
of overexploited and criti-
cal groundwater areas. He
said groundwater assess-
ment units showed a near-
ly 10% improvement owing
to better recharge.

The Ministry had pre-
pared a draft recycle and
reuse policy and shared
with the States, he said.

At the conference, Mr.
Shekhawat said all States
should prioritise demand-
side management by regu-
lating water use, instead of
supply management. Each
State must develop a road
map to sustain drinking
water sources, he said.

A book Jal Shakti Abhi-
yan: Catch the rain - A jour-
ney was released at the
function. Debashree Muk-
herjee, secretary, Ministry
of Jal Shakti also spoke.
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Godavari-Cauvery river
project may be delayed after
change in power in T’gana

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

The much-awaited signing of MoU
between stakeholder states for the
ambitious Godavari-Cauvery riv-
ers interlinking project is likely to
be delayed with change of govern-
ment in Telangana, said senior
officials in Ministry of Jal
Shakti.

Speaking to TNIE on
the sidelines of All India
Secretaries’ Conference
on Water Vision@2047 -
Way Ahead organised by
the ministry’s National Water
Mission in Mahabalipuram,
sources said, before the Telangana
assembly elections, a high-level
meeting chaired by Task Force on
Interlinking of Rivers (TF-ILR)
chairman Sriram Vedire was at-
tended by senior bureaucrats from

J

all the stakeholder states. An in-
principle nod for the draft MoU
was obtained.

However, now with Congress de-
throning Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) in Telangana, one more con-
sensus meeting needed to be con-

ducted. Already, there is an air
of disagreement in Telan-
gana over using Incham-
palli to divert surlus wa-
ter from Godavari river
into Cauvery.
Sriram Vedire, who was
at the conference, acknowl-
edged that there were some
disagreements, but the ministry
was actively pursuing the matter
with the state governments to
reach full consensus. “Until con-
sensus is reached among all stake-
holder states, MoU can’t be
signed,” he told TNIE.
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Water woes may return
to haunt Hyderabad

State left with only 7 TMC in NSP for drinking water supply for next 6 months

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The dipping water levels in
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam have
set the alarm bells ringing
for the Hyderabad water
supply. With  Andhra
Pradesh drawing five TMC
of water for its needs just
two days ago as approved by
the KRMB, the project is left
with only 18 TMC above the
minimum draw down level
(MDDL) of 510 feet.

Of this, the Telangana
State would have a share of
only 7 TMC to meet its
drinking water needs in the
twin cities of Hyderabad
and Secunderabad besides
the districts of Nalgonda
and Khammam. The overall
requirement is 1.6 TMC per
month to meet the drinking
water needs of Hyderabad
and its suburban municipal-
ities, along with other towns
in the command area.

The drinking water sup-
ply requirement has to be
supported by all means for
at least another six more
months (February to July).
Krishna River basin projects

Grim picture

WATER LEVELS DIPPING FAST IN NAGARJUNA SAGAR PROJECT

© Left with only 18 TMC
above minimum draw
down level of 510 feet

© 1.6 TMC: Overall
requirement per
month to meet
drinkin,

needs

© Present storage will
last only till first half
of May

© Godavari sources
unlikely to bail
out city

© Yellampalli needs
supplementation
from Kaleshwaram
project

are known for their later ar-
rival of inflows. The State’s
share available in the pres-
ent storage of the project
will last only till the first half
of May.

Even if the State govern-
ment had planned to seek
some 10 TMC from Kar-
nataka and 30 TMC from
Koyna dam in Western Ma-
harashtra, the proposals
have not materialised so far.
Both Telangana and Andhra

Water woes may return
to haunt Hyderabad

Even by tapping all the avail-
able sources, it could man-
age to mobilise some 397
MGD as against the normal
of 516 MGD per day. The
sources from the Godavari
basin may not support for
long in the absence of regu-

lar supplementation to Sri-
pada Yellampalli from the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS). All three
barrages of the scheme were
drained for investigation, an
exercise that precedes their
rehabilitation.

Pradesh had initially agreed
to restrict their use of water
drawn from the Nagarjuna
Sagar Dam exclusively to
meet the drinking water
needs, but Andhra Pradesh
did not stick to the commit-
ment so far. Much of the last
spell of water releases given
for Andhra Pradesh was di-
verted to meet the irrigation
needs, say officials. It will be
an uphill task to take water
from the Nagarjuna Sagar

All sources
could yield only

397 million

gallons

per day

project once the water level
touches the MDDL level of
510 ft. An approach canal has
to be dug to draw water
from the project by gravity
to meet the irrigation needs,
they added.

Sunkishala holds hope

The works on the Sunk-
ishala intake well project are
nearing completion and
once it becomes operational,
the project could become a

reliable alternative to the
emergency pumping motors
that are used every time the
water level drops belong the
minimum draw down level
of 510 feet.

The water supply to Hyder-
abad city was being sup-
ported by pumping some
270 million gallons of water
per day from Akkampalli Ph
ase 1, Phase 2 and Phase 3 of
the Krishna Water Supply
project. It has been scaled
down to 226 million gallons
per day in view of precari-
ous storage conditions in
project. The official said that
more than 70 per cent of the
works were completed on
the intake well, pumping
stations, transmission mains
and pipelines. “Once the
scheme is completed, we
can be assured of drawing
water from the minimum
draw down levels (MDDL)
even during a lean season,”
they added. The Metropoli-
tan Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board has been taking
some 75 MGD from Singur,
30 MGD from Manjeera and
56 MGD from Sripada
Yelampalli. (SEE PAGE 2)
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Safeguarding the
Himalayan ecosystem

Establishing ‘snow reserves’ can significantly contribute to

the preservation of the Himalayan ecosystem

nowiall l:ru:l cheers 1o
Sﬁ:ﬂﬂe ing in the
imalayan stabes, as it
mmt'p'luﬂ.irl:m‘nm
1.|:|n:|1.||5|:|'.| tourism-related
aciivity. But this yeas, many
regions of the Himalayas hat
wsed o harshour snow from
December to January have
been bereti of any smow so far.
tourist destinations
like Shimla, Manali, and
Giulbarg have noacive snow-
fall. This drastically declined
the number of tourists visit-
ing these places, affecting the
local economy. The temnper-
atures at Shimla and Manali
Wwere warmer tha.n in Ihu
Jantiary. Even though there
are mo official :Lal:ﬂru:rﬂ:
{rom the India a]
Diepartment (LMI¥
the decline in snowfall, even
a layman’s observation will
rﬂnl that something is
wrony with our dimatic pat-
feTms, sciertists mary come up
with nm'rihmhn‘.‘.!lr.q:h
mations related to global cli-
matic du.nﬂzs, b accurate
scientific studies based an
local climatic ems are
lackin proh
Enu‘w&l.l occurs when mois-
tuire in the atmosphiere reezes
inio ice crystals and Balls v the

lDI'LI:IE'
E h I:||:lr|-.'| in the
akm re, such a5 temper-
aml‘;'ni hurmidity, 'p]?n.
crucial role in determining
whether precipitation fafls as
rain or snow. Warmer tem-
peratures generally  frvour
raan, whibe calder I.EI'I:IPET-!
tures bead to snow Brmation.
S 5 mﬂurmﬂi
A6 square elres
and a wital in
g e g iy
The presence of this entity has
a role i.|1.|:|:u:1.ru|]i.ngbuﬂ:||1l1r
Earth's surface and atmos-

exerting an ct om
e el i
b significanthy higher reflec-
I'J'I.'I'I.\' than Hrees, n:ﬂul:l.'lnﬂ
maore than B0% of incoming
sunlight, while irees only
reflect roughly 30%.

Lun.nll:nng these Gctors, @l
is mol unl.-lpﬂ:iud that
changes in snowfall and

can have subsian-
tial etfects at bath bocal and

leveks. Global
ﬁtﬂmndrmn[mmﬁm
fo cause chan
tion aned snowpack. Contrary
to common intuition, global
warming MMM IHCeRsar-
ihy result in a decrease insnow
u.l:l:l.u'm.lh.u:lrl. The amenmt of
smowiall in-a ceriain area

d.epends an the me

pnsu'lmlh:aﬂ;n:ﬂ:ﬂ.l:rm‘l.
Eains.

Tourssm and development
activities in Himakiyan hill
stations like Manali and

Gulnm'[ﬁ:tun i |.I"i:|:|.r|.l]1'

infli of vehides, .:ulaplncE
;;rg:uderm i
ic jecls, raiies
m"llm i a.mi:ﬂ
(5] som. Ir i
I|.'l'|.|11.'..1.|:'“:| bduﬁnmmq
littering in the snow, &5 com-
poun by similar actions
from the Jocl community.
Even povernmenl agencies
remain pasdve observers.
it o s e
ive -
dent on tourism and agricul-
ture. The i 1 on plants,
Iili:qu:lklruu.uﬁﬁuﬂx
05 ECOmMTIY, iS severe

S plays a vital mode in their

-

BLIL
DHARMAPALAN

acting a8 an insulaor
mdumﬁhjﬁ.nﬁmuﬂmﬁ-
ture. The changing environ-
posesa bong-lermm et
In1J'|: delicate ecological bal-
A
gt 14 necile Bries
o ic factors
afﬁe:lln_g snow all in ouwr
mounlEns musl train
local students well versed in
that region's ecology and cli-
mﬂmﬂ:lmmﬁmum
them o their scientific fokd.
Students bave o undergo
on-s#e training with scentists
even during their course-
wi

The government shoubd alao
l)I'LI'IG :tnuﬂ\e‘rll rl.-w.llzllurv

measures W proteclt our
ing then as oow Reserves”
50 that tourism and develop-
mental activities can be reg-
ulated in these regions. If we
et take corrective measures
o, it will affect the bves of
the entire Himalayan bel
and elsewhere. Mother
Wature has abready given us
1]1zwm'nint[ 5:|r|:|ﬂ:ul..:it i for
s Lo ek,

{The writer is an sojumd
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Institute of Advinced
Studies, Bengaheru; views
are persoual)
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