1/161018/2024

& @ | s

Qell TS o 3@ Hisie
SE T fora e 3R
YA TR o wEs
(R~ é;?hm
T g9 T THITg g 1 13
ot & 9= 7 fo=e & o
& foT SaeTR /e @ B
It St 1 S v
el § UM 9 Tt
% 99 0% 7 e g0
qqaﬂaéﬁm?ﬂﬁés%
T ferefr Hisgdl o forw T
T I 21 ' ot Sl &
S| $96F WIS 8 SIHSTR
I 3R 60 o T Y B
S| 36 90 B H
5 ¥ 6 |1 ol B HH
T i 3R o Tt
FH T AR T TSR
H AT 40 H 45 &R
T T B &l

UG... ARTA-T20 U5T )R

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Dainik Bhaskar - 30- January-2024

13 5160l ®f IR IR el RRIRTd-clal Sa5R 31k 319 SRR, 3101 TP

45 B3R RIS Tl 8D, 5-6 A H
TRT 211 S3RA-Uidsa thsiae

Hefl ara » et 7l Aaaa 3, e awe 3 20 @ @ faarg 7 8¢ 3 gersn

R el R QYReTercl < Seflal all b

SICDIT T Ar?

] o e e Breon, o dd REDPT? r
« YIS 181 81 7 94 B8R 7 5-6 e

TR & FHICTT hIE s 7 S|

o

M (iR oo ed ae deenT?
7= L TREE 40-45 FR S H @ T

L 3 TS 3R T, ST i e

I T 1 A TR S G A | ey S ofeloR ¥ 31 & oo T 35

(8] Zidizir e e g TR

s TR SR S SR Fm del g e '

@1 81 VISR T S 31T I g

(8] Ten 3 ur @m freom, e 3i 3 od Tard?
« 1 OF fer 1 e R 2 T e E
FHE TR N Ao 16, 98 Serar T o)
I9H 15 TSR FS T o SR 521 THHITH
T e T 28 SR, STSTHL & Zieh oh ST
ST o T it e @i 2 9 ot o &
1 i & 10 & ¥, 99 & fo70 O o o
T e arett o) S dierel-SemEid foieh
Oeiee H TS 1 2500 THE AT e
T g R | SR 13 TSTl & S i 3T
30 & o 39 fierll, 7 g The S off

feifera it T & 30 & s B-ae wM- [
AT | 3 € At o ST T ot e

HH 4 FSIR i §9U & i @il

(0] e 37 i Tt arn & foaw srear e
TSR ool & o eIl TReRT o TR e
U 378 1 Weiee SRR B 7 A RS H
To= &1 TR el o] ST fo 59 Tieiee |
Rt SR fefer ST 2 Tl Sy & U SR
off feeett TR =l 7l i, SIS St %l

i )

11591



1/161018/2024

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Times of India - 30- January-2024

Ground Reality Belies Panel’s Claims
Of Yamuna Being Cleaner In A Year

Contamination Of Water High At River's Exit Point Even As Key Deadlines Pushed

Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A year after it
was constituted in Jan 2023,
the high-level committee
(HLC) on the Yamuna clai-
med at its meeting this month
that certain pollution para-
meters of the river water had
shown a 70% improvement.

The assessment was ba-
sed on comparison of the fae-
cal coliform level between
Dec 2022 and Dec last vear at
Asgarpur, the point where
the river exits the city Howe-
ver, belying the claims of im.
provement, the contamina-
tion of the water remains
high even as the deadline for
treating all sewage flowing
intothe river hasbeen shifted
from Dec 2023 to March.

The committee held only
eight meetingsintheyearsin-
ce its formation. No meetings
were held in Nov and Dec last
year despite the National Gre-
en Tribunal’s mandate being
tomeet every month.

According to the minutes
of the meeting chaired by
Delhi chief secretary earlier
this month, a fresh deadline
was set for sewage treatment

BOD: The minimum oxygen required
to treat or break biological forganic
pollutant in water; varies depending
upon several factors; unit mg/1

» Faecal coliform is found in excreta
that contaminates water through
untreated sewage. Unit: MPN (mast
probable numbers) per 100 mi

» The higher the level of FC the
higher the presence of disease-
causing pathogen in water

» Sewage in MGD
MISSED DEADLINES

» First high-level committee
meeting held in Jan 2023

> In Feb 2023, it was decided to
increase treatment capacity to
B14MGD by Dec 2023

» Eight meetings held since Jan 2023

MILES TO GO
FOR A CLEAN RIVER

1.BOD

73 51 {30% improvement)

2. Faecal coliform 81 lakh 24 (70% better) »= Revised deadlines for
3. Treatment capacity 632 667 (35% increase) sewage treatment

4, Actual treatment 530 565 (35% increase) March 2024: 814MGD

5. Sewage generation 768 792 Dec 2024: 922 MGD

6. Gap in treatment 238 7 March 2025: 964.5MGD

after noting there was a gap
of 227 million gallons perday
(MGD) between installed ca-
pacity and actual treatment.
In response to NGT's ob-
servations on Jan 9, HLC said
that of the 22 drains that flow

into the Yamuna, only nine
had been tapped. The 13others
are still discharging 2,976
MLD of sewage into the river
Najafgarh and Shahdara dra-
ing, the main sources of sewa-
ge discharge of 5074 MGD,

aresaidtobe unfeasible for in-
terception and there is no ti-
meline for the completion of
the interceptor sewer project
todivert flow of these twodra-
ins. HLC also said the factual
status of sewage being dis-

charged through drains and
sewage diverted to STPs has
to be taken into account.

It added that in the STPs'
performance results, no data
had been provided for faecal co-
liform. The performance re-
sults provided by CPCR in its
report on nine STPs show that
only two of them were meeting
the required norms, it said.

HLC stated it had taken
certain decisions on the ‘Ac-
tion Plan for Rejuvenation of
River Yamuna', which inclu-
des 100% treatment of sewa.
ge, tapping of all drains, es-
tablishment of sewerage net-
work in unauthorised coloni-
es and JJ  clusters,
management of industrialef-
fluent though 13 treatment
plants; management of fae-
cal sludge (septage), regula-
tion of the floodplain, utilisa-
tion of treated waste water
and solar power generation
along the Najafgarh drain.

HLC has been informed by
various departments that 183
storm water drains havesofar
been disconnected from the
sewers and around 102 hecta-
res of floodplain land have be-
en freed of encroachments.
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HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A western disturb-
ance currently active near the
hills gave Delhi a relatively
warm Monday, with the maxi-
mum and minimum inching up
compared to the previous day.

However, strong winds are
likely to sweep through Delhi
on Tuesday, with rain likely as
well, said the India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD), as it
issued a yellow alert for light
showers in the city.

Delhi's minimum tempera-
ture on Monday increased to
6.8 degrees Celsius ('C), from
4.3°C on Saturday and 6°C on
Sunday.

This is likely to pick up fur-
ther over the next few days,
forecast to touch 8°C on Tues-
day and 10°C on Wednesday,
indicating that the winter chill
isnow likely on the wane.

Kuldeep Srivastava, scientist
at IMD, said, "A western dis-
turbance around Jammu and
Kashmir is currently influenc-
ing parts of the plains and lead-
ing to cloudiness. This has led
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Mercury on upward trend, IMD
issues yellow alert for rain today
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The minimum temperature on Monday was 6.8°C. PARVEENKUMAR/HT

to an increase in minimum
temperature as well as a
change in wind direction to
easterly winds,” he said.

“We expect a stronger west-
ern disturbance to impact the
plains from December 31. This

will bring drizzle to very light
rain in NCR, with strong winds
touching up to 40kmph,” he
said.

IMD said parts of Delhi are
likely to get a drizzle on Thurs-
day.

The maximum on Monday,
meanwhile, was 22.6°C — a
degree above normal, and four
higher than Sunday's 18.6,
though this was lower than the
balmy 24°C logged on Saturday.

The maximum is forecast to
hover between 21 and 22°C over
the next two days, IMD said.

Across the National Capital
Region (NCR), Gurugram
recorded a maximum and min-
imum of 21.3°C and 8.5°C
respectively. In Noida, the tem-
perature swung between 21.8°C
and 84°C.

The Met department said
shallow fog was recorded on
Monday, with the lowest visi-
bility recorded at 700 metres in
the early hours of the day,
though flights at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
were minimally impacted.
However, at least 24 trains
were delayed by at least an
hour, due to the fog, Railway
officials said.

Meanwhile, Delhi’s pollution
levels remained in the “very
poor” zone, with a 24-hour
average air quality index (AQI)
of 356 at 4 pm, marginally bet-

ter than the 365 a day earlier.
However, the AQI is forecast to
touch “severe” on Tuesday.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
said it held an emergency meet-
ing on Monday but decided to
not invoke stage 3 measures
under the Graded Response
Action Plan (Grap), due to the
possible improvement in air
quality expected from Wednes-
day.
“The CAQM sub-committee
noted that a spurt in Delhi's
average AQI, projected for
Tuesday by the IMD and the
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (ITTM) is likely for
a short duration, before return-
ing to the ‘very Poor’ category
owing to improved meteorolog-
ical conditions including gusty
winds with a probability of
rain... the overall outlook for
subsequent days projects
Delhi’s average AQI to stay in
‘poor’ or the ‘very poor’ cate-
gory. Therefore....it was
decided not to invoke Stage-3 of
GRAP at this stage,” said
CAQM in a statement on Mon-
day.
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