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Successful diversion of
Chenab River achieved

A major milestone has been
achieved at the 850 MW Ratle
HE Project (J&K) with the di-
version of Chenab River through
Diversion Tunnels at Drabshalla
on January 27 at 11:30 AM. The
River Diversion will enable the
isolation of Dam Area at river
bed for starting the excavation/
construction of Dam which is a
critical activity. It shall expedite
the project construction activities
and help in minimising delays
so as to facilitate all efforts be-
ing made by Project to achieve
scheduled commissioning date of
May 2026.
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Chalk out plan on
ing water: CM

Directs officials to utilise water from new reservoirs

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy on Tuesday asked of-
ficials to prepare an action
plan to address drinking
water shortage in the ensu-
ing summer. In addition to
River Krishna and River Go-
davari, officials were asked
to utilise water from the
newly constructed reser-
voirs for drinking water
needs and prepare plans ac-
cordingly.

This would aid in com-
fortable supply of drinking
water to the surrounding
villages from the reservoirs
at a low cost, he said.

“The newly constructed
Mallanna Sagar, Kondapoc-
hamma Sagar and Ran-
ganayaka Sagar reservoirs
should be utilised for drink-
ing water requirements,”
Revanth Reddy said at a
meeting with Panchayat Raj
and Rural Development De-
partment officials here on
Tuesday. Asking for meas-
ures to tide over the drink-
ing water crisis in the sum-
mer, he said Rs 1 crore
should be spent exclusively
for drinking water needs
from the Rs 10 crore Special
Development Fund sanc-
tioned to each Assembly
constituency. Water avail-
able in all the projects and
reservoirs in the State was
to be utilised for drinking
water needs on priority, he

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy addressing Panchayat Raj and Rural Development Department
officials during a meeting in Hyderabad on Tuesday.

GG

As the term of sarpanches ends
by the end of this month,

officials should take up the
responsibility of drinking water
supply in villages

— A REVANTH REDDY, Chief Minister

said, also directing officials
to entrust the responsibility
of drinking water supply
management in every vil-
lage to sarpanches.

The Mission Bhagiratha
wing should be entrusted
with the task supplying safe
drinking water in the vil-
lages, he said. Maintenance
of drinking water supply
network, taps and pipelines
in villages should be en-
trusted separately to the
Sarpanches. Calling for a
comprehensive survey to
identify villages and habita-

tions that are facing drinking
water issues, he said the new
proposals should be pre-
pared for sending them to
the Centre to seek funds
under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

“As the term of
sarpanches ends by the end
of this month, officials
should take up the responsi-
bility of drinking water sup-
ply in villages,” the Chief
Minister directed.

Stating that the govern-
ment would pay special
focus on strengthening the
Self Help Groups, the Chief

Minister suggested that
women SHGs should be
given work orders of stitch-
ing uniforms for students in
government schools, Gu-
rukuls, hostels and police. If
required, the women groups
should be provided training,
he said.

When officials informed
that 422 Gram panchayats
and 3177 habitations lacked
road connectivity, the Chief
Minister directed them to
lay black top roads in such
villages. If required, the em-
ployment guarantee scheme
funds should be linked to
the road development
works, he said, asking them
to prepare proposals for re-
quired funds for allotment
in the budget.

Panchayat Raj and Rural
Development Minister D
Anasuya, Roads and Build-
ings Minister Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy and senior of-
ficials were present.
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Delhi govt asks for 12 weeks to
demarcate Yamuna’s floodplain

Jasjeev Gandhiok
jaspeey. gandhiok@hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: Experts have long
held that there is a simple reason
why the Delhi government has
been unable to protect the
Yamuna Moodplains — they have
never been demarcated and
defined.

After the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT), in October, pushed
the administration to do so by
setting up a panel for the task,
the Delhi government, in a sub-
mission to the body on January
29, has sought 12 weeks to com-
plete the virtual demarcation of
the floodplains, and a physical
demarcation on the ground
through signage and pillars.

Flood plains are a eritical eco-

m — they are a natural bar-
rier against floods, serve as an
ideal recharge mechanism (for
rainwater especially), and pro-
vide a home to diverse flora and
fauna. But they are usually
neglected, and often encroached
upon — often with disastrous
consequences for not just the
river, but also human habita-
tions along its banks,

Floods such as the one last
year which saw the Yamuna
water level rise to an all-time
high of 208.66 metres on July 13,
with the river's waters almost
reaching the Supreme Court and
besieging the Red Fort, can be
directly attributed to abuse of
the floodplains, experts say.

NGT, in October, took cogni-
zance of a media report and
formed a committee headed by
the Delhi chief secretary toiden-
tify, demarcate and notify the
Moodplains of the Yamuna as per
the River Ganga (Rejuvenation,
Protection and Management)
Authorities Order, 2016,

It added that the delineation
of Yamuna was required to pre-
vent illezal developments in the
floodplains,

The committee also com-
prises a nominee from Delhi
Development Authority, the Sec-
retary (Environment); the Secre-
tary (ministry of Jal Shakrui);
executive director, National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga (NMCG);
and commissioner, Municipal
Carporation of Delhi (MCD).

“The committee will get the
spot inspection done and ensure
demarcation of flood plains of

In October, NGT said that delineation of Yamuna was required to prevent illegal developments.

Yamuna in the area concerned
and suggest measures to prevent
and remove the encroachment
and unauthorized constructions
falling within the flood plains,”
NGT said in its order dated Octo-
ber 17, 2023,

In a submission on January
29, the environment t
of the Delhi government told the
tribunal that it will take two
weeks for the remote determina-
tion of the floodplain area, fol-
lowed by another two weeks to
prepare high-resolution images
using Geospatial Delhi Limited
(GSDL), acompany that main-
tains and update spatial data
through mapping and surveys,
and four weeks for on-ground
wverification of the same area,
after which physical demarca-
tion on the ground will com-
mence.

In its submission, the Delhi
government added: “The com-
mittee has deliberated at length
the timelines required for the
exercise and found that the oper-
ation needs massive interdepart-
mental collaboration, collection
of data, ground surveys, verifica-
tion and on-ground demarcation
o ensure effective implementa-

tion of this Tribunal’s directions
and thus requires more time, It
is prayed further a time of 12
weeks may be granted to the
concerned agencies to complete
the exercise and ensure compli-
ance.

HT has reviewed a copy of the
submission.

Ground situation

The submission added that DDA
estimates the so-called Zone O of
the Yamuna to be 9,700 hectares
with the area occupied by the
river itself being around 1146
hectares.

Of the balance, land available
for development is 3,493 hec-
tares (1,647 hectares of this is
with DDA); the remaining 5061
hectares is with other depart-
ment and agencies, and also
home to 94 unauthorised colo-
nies.

The Delhi ntdepart-
ment also said that DDA carried
out a floodplain area demarca-
tion , based on a 2015 NGT order
that sought the demarcation
keeping in mind a possible
“THin-25 year Nood” (a rare ocour-
rence with a 4% chance of occur-
ring every vear).

=

That exercise (done in associ-
ation with the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi), however,
has been questioned by the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG), which, in Janu-
ary 2022, directed the demoli-
tion of structures in the flood-
plains noting that the DDA
demarcation was “inappropri-
ate” and “not done properly”.

In the draft master plan for
2041, which is yet to be notified,
DDA split this zone into Zone 01
and Zone 02, with regulated
development being allowed in
the latter,

What happens now

To determine the area with
otheragencies and government
departments along the flood-
plains, the NGT-appointed com-
mittee has directed GSDL to pro-
cure high-resolution images of
the floodplain area and coordi-
nate with different departments
and agencies for the preparation
of a detailed map, the submis-
sion stated.

“The committee stressed on
the granularity of data required
from DDA on this exercise,
which included a detailed

HTARCHIVE

department-wisefagency-wise
break-up of area in terms of
ownership and land use. ..Also
directed DDA to submit thearea
which is clearly free from
encroachment and encumbran-
ces and also enqguired from DDA
about the area under private
ownership,” the submission
added, stating that each govern-
ment department or agency
owning land along the flood-
plains has to appoint a nodal
officer and share information
with GSDL within four weeks.

Experts said until the demar-
cation is done, unauthorised
colonies and structures cannot
be removed.

“DDA has said it has done a
1-in-25 year floodplain demarca-
tion in the past, but we don't see
any bollards or markings in the
Yamuna, barring a few limited
places, like Baansera. The
O-zone also exists on paper and
until there is clear demarcation
of floodplain area, how can we
stop projects from taking place
on floodplain land?” asked Bhim
Singh Rawat, a Yamuna activist
and member of the South Asia
Network on Dams, Rivers and
People (SANDRF).
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ks officials to
Revanth seeks to natise water issu

finalise water issues

aid water supply

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 30

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy instructed officials
to prepare an action plan
to meet the increased
demand for drinking
water in the summer,
including making village
administrations responsi-
ble to supply water in
their areas. Mission
Bhagratha had failed to
fulfil its purpose, he said.

Revanth Reddy asked
officials to utilise water
from the newly construct-
ed reservoirs like Mall-
annasagar, Kondapocha-
mmasagar and Rangana-
yakasagar apart from the
projects on the river

Krishna and Godavari for
the purpose.

He explained during a
review meeting on pan-
chayat raj and rural devel-
opment department affa-
irs that it would be easier
and less expensive to sup-
ply drinking water to the
surrounding villages from
the reservoirs,

He said that the previous
BRS government's claim
of the supplying safe
drinking water to every
household had not helped
the state. Due to this, the
state could not get funds
under the Jal Jeevan
Mission from the Centre.

B Page 2: CM asks officials
to finalise water issues

FROM PAGE 1

He cautioned officials
against projecting the
state as being ‘rich’
something that the BRS
government did — by sup
pressing  facts, People
were still facing drinking
water problems in tandas,
gudems and agency areas.
He recalled that in
Khanapur village, people
had told him of a drink-
ing water shortage.
Mission Bhagiratha has
been asked to take the
responsibility of supply-
ing safe drinking water to
the villages. The CM said
that sarpanchs should be
entrusted with ensuring
that drinking water sup-
ply reaches every hold in
the villages. He directed
officials to finalise proce-
dures for this. Mainten-
ance of drinking water
supply, taps and the
pipelines in the villages
should be entrusted sepa-
rately to the sarpanchs.
With the tenure of sarp
anchs coming to an end at
the end of the month, the
CM asked the authorities
to take the responsibility
of drinking water supply
in the villages. Engineers
were asked advised to vi-
git all villages and pre-
pare a list of habitations
without a proper drink-
ing water supply facility
New proposals for fund-
ing to accomplish the last
mile connectivity will be
made and sent to the Cen-
tre to seek funds under
the Jal Jeevan Mission,
Revanth Reddy said.

Revanth Reddy said no
one was paying attention
to the intra-village works
and house-to-house tap
water supply under Miss-
ion Bhagiratha. The CM
directed that a compre-
hensive survey be con-
ducted to indentify wvil-
lages and habitations
which are short of drink-
ing water. For the sum-
mer, he directed officials
to use 1 crore of the 10
crore Special Develop-
ment Fund given to each
Assembly  segment for
drinking water needs.

On other issues, he said
the government would lay
special focus on strength-
ening the self-help groups
(SHGs) by providing
financial support. The
CM suggested that the
SHGs be given the work of
stitching the uniforms for
students of gowvernment
schools, Gurukuls, hos-
tels and the police.

The groups will be pro-
viderd the required train-
ing. Revanth Reddy
directed officials to devel-
op a road network in the
villages and connect all
habitations after officials
informed him that 422
gram panchayats and
3,177 habitations still do
not have road connectivi-
tv. He ordered officials to
lay black top roads in the
villages. The employment
guarantee scheme funds
will be linked, if neces-
sary, for road develop-
ment works. Revanth Red-
dy asked officials to pre-
pare proposals for funds
in the new Budget.
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Gustywinds & drizzle
likely today, saysiIMD

Minimum temperature may settlearound 10 degreesCelsius, saysweatherman

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

th the weather

witnessing fluc-

tuations these

days, the nation-

al capital is likely to witness
moderate to dense fog on
Wednesday moming with
minimum temperature set-
tling around 10 degrees Cel-
sius, the India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) said.

Theweatherman onTues-
day said that a generally
cloudy sky with light rain or
thundershowers accompa-
nied with 'Gusty Winds'islike-
ly for Wednesday towards
evening.

On Tuesday, the citywoke
up to shallow fog during the
maorning hours, while mini-
mum temperature settled at
8.7 degrees Celsius, which was
a notch below the season’s
average.

Thesun, which was there
for sometime during the day
provided a little comfort,

and the maximum temper-
ature here touched 21.4
degrees Celsius, which was
a point below the season's
nomal, the weather agency
said. Relative humidity dur-
ing the day pegged between
80 to 100 per cent, as perthe
weather department.
However, towards the
evening the mercury again

witnessed a drop and the
calm but cold winds at a
speed of around 7.4 km per
hourmade the people feelthe
winter chills.

According to the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteo-
rology (IITM), the predom-
inant surface windislikely to
be coming from Southeast
directions in Delhi with wind

speed 12-20kmph, general-
ly cloudy sky and very light
rain/drizzle on 01.02.2024."

Meanwhile, the city's aver-
age air quality on Tuesday
reeled under the "very poor’
category, according to the
Central Pollution Control
Board(CPCB). Air Quality
Index (AQI) of the city on
Tuesday was 357.

The [ITM forecast for the
coming days suggest that
the AQImayimprovedueto
the change in weather with
rainfall on the cards.

"The airgualityislikely to
be in Very Poor category on
30.01.2024. Theairqualityis
likely to improve gradually.
The air quality is likely tobe
in Very Poor category on
31.01.2024 and Poor cate-
gory from 01.02.2024 to
02.02.2024. The outlook for
subsequent 6 Days: The air
qualityis likely to remainin
the Poor Moderate category
owing to rainfall activity,” the
IITM bulletin for air quality
said.
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SBIto Down-sell 711,000-cr Exposure to Ganga Expressway Project

NaBFID, REC, PFCand Union Bank have shown
interest in buying the debt from SBI: Sources

Shilpy Sinha

Mumbai: More than a year after dis-
bursing loans to Adani Group’s Ganga
Expressway project, State Bank of In-
dia (SBI) is in the process of downsel-
linghalf of the nearly 211,000-crore loan
exposure to the longest tolled road-pro-
jectinthe country.

The lender is in talks with financial
institutions, such as the National
Bank for Financing Infrastructure
and Development (NaBFID), Punjab

National Bank (PNB)and some power
finance companies, to down sell half
of itsexposure.

“SBI is down-selling Ganga Express- [#2

way loans to banks and financial insti-
tutions and is in the last leg of the pro-
cess,” a banking industry source told
ET.“SBIunderwrotetheentireamount
withaview of down-selling partof it.It
is up to the bank’s risk management te-
am to decide on how much to keep and
how much todown-sell.”

It is a standard practice in the in-
frastructure financing space for

FILE PHOTO

banks to downsell portions of large
loan exposures.

Atleastfour lenders have shown inter-
est in buying the debt from SBI, inclu-

ding National Bank for Financing In-
frastructure and Development (NaB-
FID), REC, PFC and Union Bank of In-
dia, another banking source said.

The loan, which is long term, fits
well with the portfolio of NaBFID,
an infrastructure-focused financi-

| er, as it seeks to sanction up to 21

lakh crore by March 2024. So far, it
has disbursed 221,000 crore of lo-
ans, another source said.
SBIrefrained from selling down a por-
tionof theloaninthepreviousyear. The
bank may decide toproportionately sell
down the loan to all lenders based on
their sanctions, the source added.
Spokespersons of SBI, NaBFID and
REC did not immediately respond to

requests for comment, while Union
Bank of India could not be immedia-
telyreached.

The Ganga expressway in Uttar Pra-
desh, which will connect Meerut with
Prayagraj, is going to be India’s longest
expressway implemented on a toll ba-
sis. In 2021, Adani had won contracts
from the Uttar Pradesh government to
build three stretches of the 5%4-km
Ganga Expressway while the fourth
section was awarded to IRB Infrastruc-
ture. Of its 594-km length, the Adani
group is building 464 km from Budaun
to Prayagraj, which comprises 80% of
the expressway project.

shilpy.sinha@timesgroup.com
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