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Millennium Post - 02- February-2024

JAL JEEVAN MISSION GETS MAXIMUM SHARE

Jal Shakti Ministry allocated
Rs 98,418 crore in interim Budget

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Jal Shakti
Ministry was on Thursday allo-
cated Rs 98,418 crore in the
interim budget for 2024-25 with
its flagship Jal Jeevan Mission
getting a 71 per cent share.

The allocation for the minis-
try in the 2023-24 budget was Rs
96,549 crore.

The Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation (DoDWS)
has been allocated Rs 77,390
crore in the budget, a minimal
increase of 0.4 per cent from
2023-24. Out of this, the share
of the Jal Jeevan Mission, which
aims to provide safe and ade-
quate drinking water by 2024 to
all households in rural India, is

Rs 69,926 crore. Out of the 19.26
crore rural households in the
country, 14.22 crore have been
provided tap water connection
under the mission till now.

The Swachh Bharat Mission
(Gramin), which was launched
in 2014 and comes under the
DoDWS, has been allocated Rs
7,192 crore for 2024-25. The
same amount was allocated to it
in 2023-24 as well.

Under this mission, Open
Defecation Free (ODF) status
hasbeen achieved for rural areas,
and it is now being implemented
to ensure sustainability of the
ODF status and cover all villages
with solid and liquid waste man-
agement arrangements.

In 2023-24, Rs 77,032 crore

was allocated to the DoDWS.

The Department of Water
Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation has
been allocated Rs 21,028 crore
for 2024-25, a 7.74 per cent
increase from 2023-24. It was
Rs 19,516 crore the last time.

The National Ganga
Plan, which comes under the
department for implementing
schemes and projects for the
Ganga river and its tributar-
ies, has been allocated Rs 3,500
crore. The Central Water Com-
mission has been allocated
Rs 391 crore, the Central
Water and Power Research
Station Rs 75 crore and the
Central Ground Water Board
Rs 310 crore.
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Reservoirs’ level drops for 17" week in a row

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Chennai

Water storage dropped to
below 50 per cent of the ca-
pacity in 43 per cent of the
150 major Indian reservoirs
this week as the level fell for
the 17th consecutive week.

However, the western re-
gion, comprising Gujarat
and Maharashtra, saw its
reservoir levelsrise to 67 per
cent of the capacity against
65 per cent aweek ago.

The water situation con-
tinues to be worrisome in
northern and southern re-
gionswith the level dropping
to 46,49 per cent and 34 per
cent of the capacity. In the
central region, the storage
decline below 60 per cent of
the capacity,

The storage is below nor-
malin 11 States.

According to the weekly
bulletin on live storage
status issued by the Central
Water Commission (CWC),
the storage was 93.527 bil-
lion cubic metres (BCM) or
52 per cent of the capacity of
178.784 BCM.

Last year, the reservoirs
were filled to 83 per cent of
the capacity and the last 10
year'saverage is 97 per cent.

According to the TMD, 74
per cent of the country ex-
perienced deficient, large de-
ficient or no rainfall since
the beginning of this year.

Among the 11 States
where the water level is far
lower than normal, Andhra
Pradesh topped with a level
52 per cent below usual fol-
lowed by Biharat 38 per cent,
Karnaraka 32 per cent and
Punjab 31 per cent,

Assam has its reservoirs
filled to the brim with the

level at 177 per cent above
normal.

DRY & DEFICIT
In the northern region, 7 of
the 10 reservoirs were filled
below 50 per cent of the ca-
pacity. The storage in the re-
gion was 4649 per cent
{48.49 per cent last week) of
the 19.663 BCM capacity at
9.141 BCM. Only one reser-
voir has storage that is above
80 per cent. In the southern
region, the level was 34 per
cent (36 per cent) of the
53.334 BCM at 18.360 BCM.
Of the 43 reservoirs, the
storage in 22 is below 50 per
cent of the capacity. Besides
lower storage in Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, too, has a level that is
12 per cent below normal.
The storage in the eastern
region was 61 per cent (63.5
per cent) of the 20.430 BCM

at 12,532 BCM. Of the 23
reservoirs, the level in eight
is below S0 per cent of the ca-
pacity, though three are
filled to capacity. Besides Bi-
har, Bengal (-3 per cent),
Nagaland (-17 per cent),
Odisha (-3 per cent) and
Tripura (-4 per cent) had
lower storage.

The situation in the west-
ern region seemed better
with Maharashtra now hav-
ing a two per cent higher
than normal storage. Of the
49 reservoirs in the region,
37 are filled above 50 per
cent of the capacity, but only
one reservoir is filled to
capacity.

In the central region, 14 of
the 26 reservoirs have a level
below 50 per cent of the ca-
pacity. The storage this week
was 59 percent (61 per cent)
of the 48.227 BCM capacity
at28.513 BCM.

11607



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

1/161583/2024

Telangana Today - 02- February-2024

‘TS govt will
maintain NSP’

Senior irrigation official says Andhra Pradesh
will be responsible for upkeep of Srisailam

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

C Muralidhar, Engineer-in-
Chief (General), Telangana
Irrigation Department, on
Thursday said the State will
continue to shoulder the re-
sponsibility of the regular
maintenance of the Nagar-
juna Sagar Dam while
Andhra Pradesh will take
care of the maintenance of
the Srisailam project.

Muralidhar said this
while briefing media per-
sons on the deliberations
and decisions taken at an in-
terim meeting of the Kr-
ishna River Management
Board (KRMB) held here.
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh have conceded
their jurisdiction as well as
the monitoring control
over water releases from the
Nagarjuna Sagar Project
(NSP) and Srisailam Project
to the Board.

The Congress govern-
ment has repeatedly stated
that the NSP, which was
under the operational con-
trol of Telangana, would not
be handed to the Board at
any cost unless its claim for
a 50 per cent share of Kr-
ishna waters was consid-
ered.

Three-member
committee

Muralidhar said the three-
member committee of the
KRMB will decide on water
releases and release sched-
ules, while the board will
implement the release or-
ders. Telangana will stick to
its demand for sharing the
river water in a 50:50 ratio.
No decision was taken at the
board meeting as far as the
operation of the hydel proj-
ects under the Krishna
river projects was con-
cerned. This will be decided
later, he said.

No handing over
of projects
The ENC maintained that
the projects were not
handed over to the Board.
The decision was only to
hand over the operation
protocols to the Board. The
State agreed to the decision
in order to avoid day-to-day
controversies, especially
like the November 29 inci-
dent wherein AP occupied
16 of the 32 crest gates of the
NSP with its police force.
The CRPF deployed at
the NSP would be under the
control of the KRMB. Both
States will provide the re-
quired staff support to the
Board, he said. C Narayan
Reddy, ENC, AP, said his
State was in favour of the
projects to the Board and
said GOs were issued to this
effect. The Telangana offi-
cials had certain “inhibi-
tions” and they were all clar-
ified at the meeting, he said.
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Parvati-Kalisindh-Chambal river link pact,
a herald of new era of MP’s development

The move is considered a major achievement of Mohan Yadav-led state government

SATYAPRAKASH SHARMA

BHOPAL: Tripartite MoU
for Madhya Pradesh’s modi-
fied Parvati-Kalisindh-Cham-
bal (P-K-C) link project under
the interstate rivers linking
campaign is supposed to be
a crucial move of the Mohan
Yadav-led state government for
the development of the state.

The Memorandum of
Undertaking (MoU) has
recently been made among
the Madhya Pradesh, Rajast-
han and Central governments
for implementing the modified
P-K-C link project of Madhya
Pradesh and Eastern Rajasthan
Canal Project (ERCP)

of Rajasthan. The tripartite
pact was signed by the officials
of both the states and centre in
the presence of MP Chief Min-
ister Dr Mohan Yadav and his
Rajasthan counterpart Bhajan
Lal Sharma and Union Min-
ister for Jal Shakti Gajendra
Singh

Shekhawat on January 28 in
New Delhi.

The pact,

which has

is considered a major achieve-
ment of the newly formed BJP
state government under the
leadership of Dr Yadav in the
political corridors.

‘Under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the modified P-K-Clink
project, which has been pend-
ing for almost two decades,
will now take shape and ben-
efit 13 districts of Chambal and
Malwa regions of the state, CM
Yadav said on the pact.

Water availability will
increase in dry belt districts
like Sheopur, Morena, Bhind,

remained pending since 2004 7

Gwalior, Shivpuri and Guna
and it will boost industriali-
sation in the districts such as
Indore, Ujjain, Dhar, Agar-
Malwa, Shajapur, Dewas and
Rajgarh, the Chief Minister
said.

Apart from these, the proj-
ect will provide drinking water
for these 13 districts of the
state and will improve the liv-
ing standard of the people by
addressing problems like pov-
erty, unemployment, illiteracy
etc, the CM added. The pact
will pave the way for imple-
menting both the projects, PKC
and ERCP totalling worth Rs

72,000 crore. The modified
P-K-C link project will cost Rs
35,000

crore. The centre will pro-
vide 90 per cent of funds for the
project while states will

bear only 10 per cent. After
completion of the P-K-C link
project, about 3.37 Lakh hect-
ares of command area will be
irrigated additionally in Mad-
hya Pradesh. At present, about
45 Lakh hectares of command
area are being irrigated in the
state. The project will be com-
pleted in less than 5 years.
About 1.5 crore population of
the state will benefit from this
project.

Asaresult, the religious and
tourist centres in Chambal and
Malwa will also develop, CM
Yadav said, adding that this
project will not only be a boon
for the western MP but also a
herald of a new era of the entire
state’s development.

Notably, the feasibility
report was prepared for the
P-K-C link project in Febru-
ary 2004 but due to lack of
concurrence among the trio,

centre and both the states, it
has been pending since then,
Meanwhile, Rajasthan brought
the proposal of ERCP

in 2019 which created hur-
dles. Now, P-K-C and ERCP
have been integrated under the
MoU.

“The main objective of the
pact is to integrate the modi-
fied P-K-C link project with
ERCP by utilising the surplus
water of the Parvati, Kalisindh,
Kul, Banas and Kuno rivers to
optimise the utilisation of water
in the Chambal River System,
Shishir Kushwah, Engineer-
in-Chief of Water Resources
Department of MP told Mil-
lennium Post.

A total of 17 dams/barrages,
gross capacity of 1477.37 mil-
lion cubic metres (MCMs) will
be constructed in the Cham-
bal and Malwa regions of the
state under the P-K-C link
project, Kushwah said. After
the completion of the project,
13 districts will have an irriga-
tion facility, increasing the 3.37
Lakh hectares command area,

he added.
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