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Reservoir storage dips below 50% of capacity

PRECARIOUS SITUATION. Water level slips for 18™ week in a row as 48% of storages are not even half full

I
Subramani Ra Mancombu

Chennai

The storage in the major 150
Indian reservoirs dropped be-
low 50 per cent of the capacity
with the water level dropping
for the 18th week in a row, data
from the Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) showed on
Thursday.

According to CWC's weekly
bulletin on live storage status
of the 150 reservoirs, the stor-
age was 87.9 billion cubic
metres (BCM), whichis 49 per
cent of the 178784 BCM
capacity.

The level was 81 per cent in
the same period a year ago and
the last 10 year’s average is 94
per cent. More disconcert-
ingly, the storage in the north-
ern region slipped to 45 per
cent of the capacity, while it
continues to be below 33 per
cent inthe southern region.

JUST 3 ARE FULL

The water level in 48 per cent
or 72 reservoirs of the 150 have
a storage less than 50 per cent
of capacity. In another 23, the
storape is between 51 and 60

s

cent, while only three - all in
the eastern region - are filled
to capacity.

One of the reasons for the
sharp drop in the reservoirs’
level is that since January 1, 65
per cent of the 711 districts
from where the India Meteoro-
Iogical Department (IMD) has
received data received either
deficient, large deficient or no
rainfall.

This is apart from 26 per
cent of the country reeling un
der drought conditions tll
December 2023, The setting in
of the El Nino warm ocean wa-
ter phenomenon has affected
Indian weather, particularly
leading to lack of rainfall.
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Across the country, 12
States continue to have less
than normal storage with
Andhra Pradesh topping with
water level being 56 per cent
lower. Bihar was next witha 53
per cent lower level and
Karnataka (-31 per cent).

In the southern region, 24 of
the 42 reservoirs have a level
that is less than 50 per cent
with the storage in Tamil Nadu
being 15 per cent below nor-
mal. The level this week was
17.377 BCM or 33 per cent (34
per cent last week) of the
53.334 BCM capacity.

In the nomthern region,
eight of the 10 have a level
lower than 50 per cent of the

States with lower
than normal storage®

Ain %k

Stales Departure

from narmal
Punjab -29
Rajasthan BT
Odisha -5
West Bengal -6

.Nagaland ST

‘Bihar T
Maharashtra_ 12
UttarPradesh 27
Chattisgarh -20
Andhra Pradesh -6
31

“Tamil Nadu €5

Source: Central Waber Commiss isn
“As of Februgry 8

capacity. Only one has a stor-
age higher than 80 per cent. In
Punjab, the storage is lower
than normal by 29 per cent
{-31 percent).

The level in the region was
8789 BCM which is 45 per
cent (46,49 per cent) of total
19.663 BCM capacity.

In the central region, the
storage was 57 per cent (59 per
cent) of the 48.227 BCM capa-
city at 27.358 BCM. The level

in Uttar Pradesh was 27 per
cent below normal and in
Chattisgarh 20 per cent lower.
Of the 26 reservoirs, the water
in 15 was lower than 50 per
cent of the capacity.

IMD FORECAST

In the 49 reservoirs in the
western region, the storage
was 60 percent (67 per cent) of
the 37130 BCM capacity at
22.266 BCM. Maharashtra had
a 12 per cent lower storage,
while storage in 15 of the reser-
voirs was 50 per cent below
capacity.

Nearly treble the storage
than normal in Assam is be-
hind the eastern region show-
ing better water level. The
level in the 23 reservoirs was
59 per cent (61 per cent) of
20430 BCM at 12110 BCM.
Odisha, Bengal and Nagaland
had alowers

The storage will likely de-
crease next week with the IMD
forecastinga warmer than nor-
mal temperature this month,
The national weather
has forecast light rainfall in
some parts of the country such
as central India, Bengal and the
southern peninsula.
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Water pollution bill passed in Lok Sabha

NEW DELHI: The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill,
2024 was passed in Lok Sabha on Thursday. The bill which decriminalises
almost all penal provisions in the earlier 1974 law, was passed in the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.The modified law will provide an impetus to industries and
make progress towards environmental protection at the same time, Union
environment minister Bhupender Yadav said while tabling the bill in the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.“One of the major provisions is decriminalising all penal
provisions...” the Union environment minister said.
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Himachal: Lahaul Spiti’s eco-fragile
area Koksar under NGT lens

Roksar experiences below-[reezing temperatures for most parts of the vear

ASHWANI SHARMA

SHIMLA: National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) has issued notice
to the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change and
also district administration over
consistent environmental degra-
dation of Kokar, one of the vibrant
and eco-sensitive areas in Lahaul-
Spiti, a high altitude tribal district
in Himachal Pradesh.

Kokar, which for a long time
has served as base camp and halt-
ing area for the tourists/hikers and
local bound for Leh and Keylong
across 13,059 feet Rohtang Pass,
has been facing neglect and mis-
management due to waste dump-
ing and haphazard growth.

In a petition filed by Akash
Vashishtha, advocate and coun-
sel for the petitioner, it has been
alleged that because of the litter-
ing and waste dumping, mainly by
the tourists, the place has become
highly polluted and its impact on
the environment could be serious,
if goes unchecked.

“The waste dumped by the
visitors/tourists at Koksar is the
biggest cause of pollution . The

pristine streams and water chan-
nels therein are also bearing the
brunt of the pollution and this
can cause an irreparable harm
to the extremely fragile ecology
of the Koksar area,” he informed
the NGT. Koksar, for most parts
of the year, experiences below-
freezing temperatures, much like
Siachen, is extremely rich in Alpine
biodiversity.

Intervening in the matter,
the National Green Tribunal, on
Wednesday, sought responses from
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change and the
Himachal Pradesh government,
while also issuing notices to the
CPCB, the Himachal Pradesh
Department of Environment,
the Himachal Pradesh Pollution

Control Board, the Deputy Com-
missioner, Lahaul & Spiti and the
Village Panchayat, Koksar.

A Bench of Chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava and Expert
Member A Senthil Vel took note
of the massive environmental
violations arising out of the non-
compliance of the Solid Waste
Management Rules, 2016 in Kok-
sar. However, after the commis-
sioning of the Rohtang Tunnel,
one of the world’s longest tunnels
at a height of 10,000 ft, Koksar
has hardly received much atten-
tion from the administration and
government agencies.

‘The Petition filed by ‘Friends,
an environmental organisation
contended that despite being an
extremely eco-sensitive region,

Koksar has been mindlessly con-
verted into a tourist point, over the
years, witnessing massive, uncon-
trolled volume of tourists, every
single day. Almost every visitor
and tourist visiting Manali heads
to Koksar, situated hardly 42 km
therefrom. The tourists are being
taken and allowed entry beyond
the Taxi Stand to Koksar without
any checks.

As a consequence, tourists
carry eatables in non-biode-
gradable materials, the petition
averred, adding that the litter-
ing and waste dumping caused
by visitors/tourists to Koksar is
polluting the pristine streams
and water channels therein and
is causing irreparable harm to
the extremely fragile ecology of
the Koksar area. The said illegal
dumping of the wastes is viola-
tion of the directions passed by
the Supreme Court. The illegal
dumping, non-disposal, non-
segregation and non-processing
of the wastes persists in Koksar,
notwithstanding the directions
passed by NGT earlier in 2018,

The case will be listed next
on April 3, 2024.
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Navigating the waters

of TS and AP dispute

anding over man-
agement of water
sector projects in-

cluding other associated
structures on Krishna river
to the Krishna River Man-
agement Board (KRMB)
has resurfaced as a hot
topic these days in Telan-
gana.

It may be recalled that in
accordance with the provi-
sions of the Andhra
Pradesh State Reorganisa-
tion Act 2014, the Govern-
ment of India had notified
(SO 2042 E dated July 15,
2021) the jurisdiction of
KRMB. Almost all - impor-
tant interstate projects on
Krishna river falling in
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana are to be man-
aged by the KRMB. A simi-
lar mechanism is also in
place for Godavari river.

Both Krishna and Go-
davari rivers face this pe-
culiar situation to be man-
aged by the respective
river management boards.
However, this problem is
acute in case of Krishna
river as one flank each of
Srisailam and Nagarjuna
Sagar projects fall in each
State.

There are several other
intricate issues (such as
working of Pothireddy
Padu regulator, ongoing
and new lift irrigation
schemes, and power gener-
ation from these projects)
in case of Krishna river that
further complicate the sit-
uation. We will, therefore,
for the time being focus on
Krishna projects. However
sooner than later, Godavari
projects will also need at-
tention.

After issue of gazette no-
tification, Andhra Pradesh
had agreed to handover
such projects to KRMB but
Telangana has refused,
inter alia, citing pending
river water allocation be-
tween the two states.

What are the issues and
their implications to hand
over the notified projects
to KRMB?

The genesis of the prob-
lem could be traced back to
historic reasons including
lack of a complete list of

projects, strict provisions
for taking up new projects,
and uncertainty about
completion of ongoing
projects by either state in
the relevant provisions in
the Andhra Pradesh State
Reorganisation Act, 2014.

The Act also overlooked
proper sequencing of ac-
tions especially, delineat-
ing the share between
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. The proposed
institutional structure of
the boards is inadequate
and needs further strength-
ening to cope up with the
quantum of work.

As there were con-
straints at the time of draft-
ing and passing the Bill in
2014, such short comings
were inevitable. The mat-
ter of concern is lack of fol-
low up action subsequently
on various contentious is-
sues in consultation with
all stakeholders. It is also a
fact that the time and again,
efforts had been made by
organising two meetings of
the Apex Committee mak-
ing some progress but the
core issues remained unre-
solved. As far as sharing of
waters between Telangana
and AP, an amicable solu-
tion can, through construc-
tive and sustained dia-
logues, still be found within
the ambit of the Act.

It is high time for differ-
ent parties to take a united
stand safeguarding inter-
ests of their States. In order
to protect riparian rights
and retaining operational
flexibility for both States, it
is important to have a
clear-cut consensus and if
possible, a long-term
agreement, across the
board.

Society will be greatly
benefited by having a road
map to take an appropriate
stand based on relevant

facts. Sagacity of con-
cerned stakeholders de-
mands a broad-based dis-
cussion generating more
light than heat to safeguard
interests of the states in
sharing of Krishna waters.

In order to prevent any
issue to snow ball into a
water dispute, first step is
to delineate the share of
Water between the two
states. Unfortunately, this
was ignored and it took al-
most nine years for the
Ministry of Jalshakti to
refer this matter to a Tribu-
nal. Urgency of matter
needs to be emphasised to
the Tribunal for adjudica-
tion in a time bound man-
ner.

Proper allocation has to
be made for normal, sur-
plus and deficit years and a
robust mechanism has to
be in place to enforce utili-
sation of water as per the
Allocated share by each ri-
parian state. Ad hoc shar-
ing of water based on pre-
dicted availability and
other factors could only be
a temporary arrangement.
The functioning of river
management boards dur-
ing past ten years have not
instilled enough confi-
dence in the partner states
to arrive at an optimum so-
lution.

In nutshell, a serious
consultation within the
state and between the
states is required to resolve
sharing of inter state River
waters and management of
interstate projects.

— Shailendra Joshi
(Retd IAS)

11652



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE 11653

1/162642/2024

Deccan Chronicle - 09- February-2024

BRS ignored L&T plea

for Medigadda O&M

Original deed didn’t specify O&M terms, firm said

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 8

The sinking of piers of
Block 7 of the
Medigadda barrage on
October 21, 2023, raised
serious questions on
the maintenance of the
barrage, which the then
BRES government said
was the responsibility
of the contractor,
Larsen & Toubro, who
built the structure.

As reported in these
columns earlier, the
contract entered into
with L&T by the irriga-
tion department for the
barrage included a
brief that the company
would have the respon-
sibility for the opera-
tion and maintenance
(O&M) for five years
from the date of its
completion.

The contract also
placed the responsibili-
ty for any defect liabili-
ty on the construction
company for the first
two vears, with the bal-
ance of three years
devoted to the opera-
tion and maintenance.

Although the contract
includes this aspect, it
is learnt that L&T had
been contending with
the irrigation depart-

ment since May 2023
that a separate O&M
contract was required
as its scope in the origi-
nal contract was not
defined.

“It is typical for any
irrigation project to
have an O&M contract
but, in this case, the
irrigation department
did not initiate any
steps in this direction
as the scope of work is
different. It is not
known why the depart-
ment stayed silent,” a
source familiar with
the goings-on between
the company and the
department on this
matter said.
Incidentally, the irri-
gation department is
learnt to have entered
into 0O&M contracts
with Navayuga
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A file photograph of the Medigadda barrage.

o

Engineering Company
Ltd, which built the
Sundilla barrage, and
Afcons Infrastructure,
which built the
Annaram barrage only
in July of 2023,

All three barrages are
key to the Kaleshwa-
ram lift irrigation
scheme, but the one at
Medigadda is the ack-
nowledged lynchpin.

While the former BRS
government was quick
to claim that O&M for
Medigadda was with
L&T at the time of the
barrage's partial col-
lapse, what the irriga-
tion department —
which was then headed
by K. Chandrashekar
Rao who held the irri-
gation portfolio from
2019 in his second term
in office as Chief

Minister — never men-
tioned was that the
company had written to
the department twice,
before Medigadda's col-
lapse, asking for con-
clusion of the O&M
contract.

It is learnt that the
company wrote to the
irrigation department
in May and again in
June 2023, asking for
formally concluding
the O&M contract. But
as was with other
issues at Medigadda
with respect to reports
of structural damage
since 2019, there was no
movement from the
irrigation department,
sources said.

Asked if the O&M
responsibility despite
being mentioned in the
original overall con-
tract necessitated a sep-
arate contract, an irri-
gation engineer well-
versed with the goings-
on at the three
Kaleshwaram barrages
said if the irrigation
department felt no
additional contract was
required for
Medigadda, then the
same logic should have
been  extended  to
Sundilla and Annaram
barrages.
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