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BRS back in

agitation mode

This time it’s fighting for Krishna basin projects

PS DILEEP
HYDERABAD

Nearly a decade after lead-
ing a mass agitation that led
to the formation of Telan-
gana, the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (then TRS) is all set
to return to agitation mode.

This time, it is to lead a
fight against the handing
over of the Srisailam and
Nagarjuna Sagar projects on
the Krishna river to the Kr-
ishna River Management
Board (KRMB) under the
Centre’s control. The cru-
cial move will be made with
the party’s first major public
meeting after the Assembly
polls, to be held at Nalgonda
on Tuesday.

The ‘Chalo Nalgonda’
meeting will also see party
president and former Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao addressing his first pub-
lic meeting after the elec-
tions and undergoing a total
hip replacement surgery. He
is expected to reveal the
party’s action plan to safe-
guard the rights of Telan-
gana in the Krishna river
water, and if talk within the
party is any indication, he is
also likely to sound the poll
bugle for the party’s LS poll
campaign.

The ‘anti-Telangana’ atti-
tude of both the BJP-led
Central government and the
Congress-led State govern-
ment will be in sharp focus
at the meeting. Chan-
drashekhar Rao had been
vocal about the rightful
share in river waters for
Telangana right from the
days of the Statehood move-
ment and also after forming

KCR to address
party’s first
major public

meeting after
recently held
Assembly elections,
‘Chalo Nalgonda’,
which will be held
on Tuesday

the government, with ef-
forts made towards realis-
ing that goal by completing
several projects. The BRS-
led State government,
which was in power for 10
years, had also vehemently
opposed the Centre’s efforts
to take over the projects in
the name of river boards.
The BRS now plans to mo-

bilise like-minded forces for
another movement to pro-
tect the interests of Telan-
gana and its people. The
party leadership has taken
up the public meeting as a
matter of prestige as it
would be the first since the
Assembly elections to be ad-
dressed by the BRS chief.
The meeting to be organ-
ised at Marriguda village is
expected to be attended by
over five lakh people, with at
least 20,000 people from
each constituency covering
the erstwhile districts of
Nalgonda, Mahabubnagar,
Warangal and Khammam
under the Krishna basin.
“We have been raising the
issue of re-allocation of
rightful share for TS in the
river waters as per the AP
Reorganisation Act since
the State’s formation. Fol-
lowing an assurance from
the Centre, the then BRS
(TRS) government agreed
to only temporary alloca-
tion of water between both
States on an annual basis, to
ensure the timely release of
water to fields. The Centre
is yet to resolve the issue
and the Congress govern-
ment is misleading people
by handing over both proj-
ects,” a BRS leader said.
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TRACKING | RAINS Forecasting headache ‘Spring Predictability Barrier’ only hurdle in making accurate prediction

EI Nino ebbs, bountiful monsoon likely: Weathermen

New Delhi, Feb, 11: After
a warm 2023, El Nino con-
ditions are set to dissipate
by June raising hopes of
“bountiful  monsoon”
rains this season, meteo-
rologists have predicted,
At least two global cli-
mate agencies announced
last week that El Nino, the
warming of the equatorial
Pacific Ocean that impacts
weather across the world,
has started to weaken and
there is a probability of La
Nina conditions setting in
by August, Weather scien-
tists in India, tracking the
developments closely, have

said that La Nina condi-
tions setting in by June.
August could mean mon-
s00n rains would be better
this year. However, they
also struck a word of cau-
tion citing the 'spring pre-
dictability barrier’, con-
sidered a forecasting
headache as weather mod-
els have a harder time
making accurate forecasts.
Madhavan Rajeevan, for-
mer secrefary in the
Ministry of Earth Scien.
ces, said there is a good
probability of La Nina
developing by June-July
“Even if EI Nino transi-

tions into ENSO-neutral
conditions, the monsoon
this year should be better
than the last year,” he said.

The southwest monsoon
delivers about 70 per cent
of India’s annual rainfall,
critieal for the agriculture
sector that accounts for
about 14 per cent of the
GDP and employs more
than half of its 1.4 billion
population. The United
States' National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Admini-
stration (NOAA) said last
week that there is a 79 per
cent chance that El Nino
will transition to ENSO-

neutral by April-June and
a 55 per cent chance of La
Nina developing in June-
August. The European
Union's Copernicus
Climate Change Service
confirmed that El Nino
has started weakening. La
Nina is the cyclic counter-
part to EI Nino. “We can-
not say anything with cer-
tainty. Some models indi-
cate La Nina, while some
predict ENSO-neutral con-
ditions. However, all mod-
els suggest an end to El
Nino,” D, Sivananda Pai, a
senior scientist at IMD,

said. Pl

LA NINA
conditions
may
emerge
by
August.
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