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Dam safety committee
inspects Annaram

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The State Dam Safety Re-
view Panel (DSRP) and
technical experts of the
State Dam Safety Organisa-
tion on Tuesday visited the
Annaram barrage of the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS) and in-
spected the structure.

The team undertook the
inspection at the behest of
the State government fol-
lowing seepage-related is-
sues reported at the barrage
recently. The team con-
ducted a thorough inspec-
tion of pier no 39 and its pe-
ripheries suspected to be
the source of the seepage.

Water from Annaram
barrage was completely
drained to facilitate an end-

to-end inspection of the
project. Over 2.5 tmc of
water was let off from the
barrage during the last 48
hours. The Annaram bar-
rage work was executed by
Afcons Infrastructure Lim-
ited. As a minor leakage was
spotted in the barrage, the
implementing agency had
undertaken grouting works
to arrest the seepage a few
months ago. The barrage
was restored to its normal
functioning status under the
supervision of the Opera-
tions and Maintenance wing
of the Irrigation Depart-
ment. But the seepage-re-
lated issues surfaced once
again last week grabbing the
attention of the government
which in turn took the issue
to the attention of the Na-
tional Dam Safety Authority

(NDSA). Instead of taking
up rehabilitation works im-
mediately, the government
had made it clear that it
would go by the directions
of the NDSA experts.

The NDSA team is ex-
pected to visit Annaram
barrage by the weekend for
a thorough investigation
and recommend a way for-
ward. The DSRP which had
inspected the barrage would
submit its preliminary re-
port to the government in a
day or two.

The same report would
be shared with the National
Dam Safety Authority team
on its visit to the project.
The DSRP team also visited
the Medigadda barrage and
took stock of the structural
issues in Block 7 of the bar-
rage.
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Hyd stares at
water crisis

Other districts in TS too face similar situation

PS DILEEP
HYDERABAD

An unprecedented water
crisis is looming large over
Hyderabad and a few other
districts in the State as sum-
mer approaches. The State
government is yet to unveil
a contingency plan to tide
over the potential crisis.

With just 11 TMC remain-
ing in the Sripada Yellam-
palli project coupled with
the release of water from
the Annaram and Sundilla
barrages of the Kalesh-
waram  Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS) due to al-
leged leakages, the situation
is only getting worse.

As per the summer action
plan 2024 proposed by the
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board, the Greater Hyder-
abad area will need around
50 MGD (million gallons per
day) in addition to the exist-
ing usage of 550 MGD.
Water levels in the majority
of reservoirs on Krishna and
Godavari Rivers are already
depleting, with only 319.22
TMC of total storage capac-
ity of 517.81 TMC being
available. The State govern-
ment had already declared a
crop holiday under several
projects citing water short-
age.

Amid these conditions,
the water level in the Sri-
pada Yellampally project
reached around 11 TMC on
Sunday against a full storage
capacity 0f18.98 TMC. Con-

Hyd stares at
water crisis

In deep waters

STATE GOVERNMENT YET TO UNVEIL CONTINGENCY PLAN

WATER AVAILABLE IN
SRIPADA YELLAMPALLI
PROJECT:

11 TMC
W FULLSTORAGE
CAPACITY:
18.98 TMC
£ DEAD STORAGE

3.3 TMC

sidering the project’s dead
storage level of 3.3 TMC,
less than 7 TMC is available
for usage. Critical con-
sumers, including Hyder-
abad and numerous other
districts, depend on the Mis-
sion Bhagiratha water sup-
ply from the Sripada Yel-
lampally project. However,
the rapid depletion, at arate
of approximately one TMC
per week, poses significant
challenges to meeting the
demand for Mission Bhagi-
ratha.

Only around 1 TMC is available
for release as the project’s dead
storage level is 2.5 TMC. Further,
the State government recently di-
rected the officials to release
water downstream from the
Sundilla barrage after alleged leak-
ages were reported at the barrage.
Though water could have been
lifted to fill the Sripada Yellam-
pally project from the Sundilla
barrage, officials were ordered
otherwise, which is only worsen-
ing the situation. With the water
level of the Yellampally project
dwindling, officials proposed that
the State government consider re-
leasing water from the Kadem
project to the Sripada Yellampally
project up to the crest level, em-
phasising the pressing need for
immediate action to avert an un-
precedented water scarcity in the
State capital and other areas.

© Greater Hyd needs around

50 MGD

(million gallons per day)
in addition to existing usage
of 550 MGD o

© Water levels in majority of
reservoirs on Krishna and
Godavari Rivers d ng

© Government alrea
declared crop holidays citing
water shortage

© Hyderal , other distri
depend on Mission
Bhagiratha water supply

© Irrigation officials propose
urgent release of water from
Kodemproject &

© Kadem currently
holds around

3.57 TMC

© Only 1 TMC available for
release as project's dead
storage level is

2.5 TMC

To address this escalating
crisis, irrigation officials
have proposed for urgent
release of water from the
Kadem project to sustain
the required water level in
the Sripada Yellampally
project for the supply of
drinking water under Mis-
sion Bhagiratha. The Kadem
project, currently holding
around 3.57 TMC of its full
storage capacity of 7 TMC,
faces its own challenges, as
a crop holiday has been de-
clared this year. (SEEPAGE2)
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