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Kl

team heads to NSP

Move comes after AP threatens to stall
maintenance works taken up by Telangana

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Krishna River Man-
agement Board (KRMB)
on Thursday rushed a
team of officials to the
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam as
Andhra Pradesh had
threatened to stall the
maintenance works on
the project taken up by
Telangana. Telangana
was entrusted with main-
tenance works on the
project as the dam and
some of its utilities were
under its operational con-
trol till November 29,
2023. The dam was
placed under the protec-
tion and surveillance of
the CRPF from Decem-
ber 30 as Andhra Pradesh
forcibly occupied 13 of
the 26 crest gates along
with the head regulators.

Telangana has spent
nearly Rs 100 crore so far
this year on the mainte-
nance works which
should be completed be-
fore the onset of mon-
soon. Important works
such as the replacement
of gates of regulators are
in progress. Some new
gates have to be erected
in place of the old ones.
Works on the railing for
movement of the cranes
are also due. The KRMB
team, led by a superinten-
ding engineer, took stock
of the progress of works
including those on the AP
part of the dam. The team
also had discussions with
the officials of both sides.

The CRPF deployed on
the dam site was also

Addl water: Setback for TS

HYDERABAD: The Kr-
ishna River Manage-
ment Board has turned
down a special request
made by the State on
February 1 for addi-
tional water for its utili-
sation up to July 31.
The KRMB also re-
jected the plea to con-
sider 18.70 TMC (saved
by the State fromits
previous water year
share) as a carryover
part of the water in the
NSP. The State was
asked to restrict its
utilisation to 35 TMC
allotted toit. Telan-
gana, as claimed by the
KRMB, has already
utilised 31.17 TMC up
to January 30. In case
of considering an addi-
tional 8.90 TMC asked
for meeting its drinking
water needs till the end
of May next, its utilisa-
tion would go up to
40.09 TMC as against
the allotted share of 35
TMC, as per the water
release order issued on

asked to cooperate with
the agencies implement-
ing the maintenance
works as they are time-
bound and could not be
delayed further. The
KRMB team will continue
discussions with both the
States on Friday also. As
per the understanding be-
tween the two States at
the time of the bifurcation
of Andhra Pradesh, NSP

October 9, 2023. At the
same time, the State
was directed to re-
lease 1,500 cusecs for
15 days to AP (Zone lll
ayacut of) Nagarjuna
Sagar left Canal from
March 7. The KRMB re-
minded that as per al-
lotment, Andhra
Pradesh was given 45
TMC as against 35
TMC for Telangana of
the 82.788 TMC avail-
able in the storage of
the two common proj-
ects for utilisationin
the respective States
from October 2023 to
May 2024 as per the
recommendations of
the three-member
committee meeting
held on October 6,
2023. A balance of
only 2.788 TMC has
been left with both
projects and it should
be kept reserved for
meeting emergency
needs during the
months of June and
July 2024, it said.

was placed under the con-
trol of Telangana while
the Srisailam project was
handed over to AP. While
AP continued to enjoy
total control of the Sri-
sailam project including
the Pothireddypadu head
regulator, the Ministry of
Jal Shakti wrested away

NSP from Telangana and
placed it under the
KRMB.
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Arsenic, fluoride in grbundwafer: NGT
seeks fresh report from CGWA in 6 weeks

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal has directed the
Central Ground Water Authority
(CGWA) to submit in six weeks a
fresh report disclosing the action
taken to remediate the problem of
arsenic and fluoride in groundwa-
ter across several states.

The tribunal was hearing a
matter where it had taken suo
motu (on its own) cognisance of
a newspaper report regarding the
detection of arsenic and fluoride
in the groundwater across 230
districts in 25 states, and 469 dis-
tricts across 27 states, respectively.

Earlier, the tribunal had issued
notices to all states and Union ter-
ritories (UTs) concerned.

A bench of NGT Chairperson
Justice Prakash Shrivastava noted
the CGWAS’ report dated Feb-
ruary 6 this year and said it did
not show “any concrete steps” to
remediate the problem.

The report should have dis-
closed the number of vulnerable

‘We have received the reports of the states
of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Madhya
Pradesh, Tripura, Manipur, Haryanaq,
Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand and Government
of National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi
but reports from other states are awaited’

locations, including the remedial
measures, such as installing arse-
nic and fluoride removal plants,
or having an alternate water sup-
ply system, said the bench, also
comprising judicial member Jus-
tice Sudhir Agarwal and expert
member A Senthil Vel.

“We have received the reports
of the states of Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh,
Tripura, Manipur, Haryana,
Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand and
Government of National Cap-
ital Territory (NCT) of Delhi
but reports from other states are
awaited,” the tribunal said in its
order dated February 15.

Noting the Delhi govern-
ment’s report, the tribunal said in
some of the laboratories, even the
sample testing facilities were not
available and that procurement of
kits and testing units would take
four months.

“Hence, we grant six weeks
to CGWA to file a fresh report
disclosing the action which has
been taken at the ground level by
CGWA to remediate the prob-
lem,” the tribunal said. It also
directed the remaining states and
UTs to file their response within
six weeks. The matter has been
posted on April 26 for further
proceedings.
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Revanth plans for
water in summer

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 22

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Thursday, in a
review on water availabil-
ity for summer, directed
officials to ensure there
was no drinking water cri-
sis and to take necessary
precautions, given the
rainfall deficit and water
reaching the dead storage
levels at many reservoirs.

Ministers N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy and Pongu-
leti Srinivas Reddy and
officials of panchayat raj,
MA&UD and drinking
water supply wings
attended the meeting.

After taking stock of the
details, Revanth Reddy
directed them to prepare a
comprehensive action
plan, jointly by irrigation,
MA&UD, panchayat raj
and drinking water wings,
to ensure supply to every
household. Revanth
Reddy also specifically
directed officials to ensure
complete availability wi-
thin GHMC limits, to
which officials said alter-
native arrangements wou-
Id be made from Yellam-
palli and Nagarjunasagar
if there is a shortage.

Il Page 2: CM calls for micro-
level plan for water supply
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Micro-level plan
for water supply

CM asks officials to assess water properly

FROM PAGE 1

Revanth Reddy called for a
city-specific micro-level
plan for water supply
Officials also brought to
the notice of the Chief
Minister that the police
were obstructing the mov-
ement of water tankers, to
which Revanth Reddy
directed police to allow
water tankers to move
freely till summer-end.

Officials  said  that
Andhra Pradesh was lift-
ing 9 tme feet in addition
to permitted limits from
the Nagarjunasagar to
meet drinking water
needs, to which Reddy
directed officials to under-
take proper assessment
and ensure that water was
not diverted.

He asked officials to
review in detail the water
requirement and write to
the Krishna River Mana-
gement Board to seek per-
mission to draw water
from the Nagarjunasagar
and Srisailam reservoirs.
In response to a submis-
sion by officials, he said
asking water from Karn-
ataka was a last resort.

He said many water
resou-rces were neglected
by the BRS and directed
officials to explore the
possibility of reviving
them.

Citing an example, Red-
dy said water from the
Kagna could be used in
Tandur and Kodangal, as
the river was abandoned
after the BRS government
launched Mission Bhag-
iratha.

“All such water facilities
should be revi-ved. Take
up repairs of drinking
water bore-wells, wells
and motors immediately.
Fun-ds earmarked under
CDP (constituency devel-
opment fund) for MLAs up
to ¥1 crore or above, if
necessary, should be used
for repairs and drinking
wat-er supply,” Reddy told
officials. Reddy said that

xt
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Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy holds talks with Japan
International Cooperation Agency India Chief
Representative Mitsunori Saito at the Secretariat on
Thursday. Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti

Vikramarka is also seen.

when he visited Adilabad,
he found that many vil-
lages did not have drink-
ing water supply, despite
the BRS government sub-
mitting reports to the
Centre stating drinking
water was provided to 99
per cent of households
through Mission
Bhagiratha.

Citing the BRS reports
as the reason for the state
not receiving funds under
the Jal Jeevan Mission,
Reddy directed officials to
stop submitting “false
reports” and to undertake
field checks before sub-
mitting reports to the

BY ARRANGEMENT

Centre.

Reddy instructed Chief
Secretary A. Santhi
Kumari to hold a review
with district collectors in
two days on available
water resources in their
respective districts, drink-
ing water needs and steps
to be taken to overcome
the water crisis till July.
On non-payment of sala-
ries to rural water supply
(RWS) staff for two years,
Revanth Reddy directed
the finance department to
release funds and pay the
dues. The RWS officials
were suggested to pay the
field staff.
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