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NDSA team to visit
Annaram barrage

Will also visit Medigadda as part of stock-taking mission

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

A team of experts from the
National Dam Safety Au-
thority (NDSA) will visit
Annaram barrage in a few
days, according to Irrigation
Department officials.

The team will also visit
Medigadda barrage as part
of its fresh stock-taking mis-
sion. The State government
had requested the NDSA to
depute its team for an end-
to-end inspection of the An-
naram barrage where fresh
seepage was detected last
week. As desired by the
NDSA, the barrage was
drained overnight to facili-
tate inspection of its struc-
ture and identification of the
source of seepage. In the
wake of mounting pressure

State government requested the NDSA
to depute its team for an end-to-end in-
spection of the Annaram barrage where
fresh seepage was detected

to resume pumping of Go-
davari water from the three
barrages of the Kalesh-
waram project for extending
irrigation support to the
Yasangi ayacut of the proj-
ect, the State wrote to the
NDSA seeking its support
for a way forward. The gov-
ernment had made it clear
that it would not take any
risk by impounding water in
the barrages at this stage.
Ahead of the NDSA visit,
experts from the dam safety
review panel (DSRP) and
the State Dam Safety Organ-

isation took stock of the
seepage issues in the An-
naram barrage and the
structural issues in the
Medigadda on February 20.
The DSRP team is expected
to submit its report in a day
or two to the State govern-
ment. Its findings will be
shared with the NDSA team,
according to officials. Cor-
rective measures to be taken
by the government would be
based on the recommenda-
tions of the NDSA team.
Whether water could be
lifted from the Medigadda

by completing the construc-
tion of the coffer dam or not
would be decided very soon,
said the project officials.

No letter from L&T

Meanwhile, the Irrigation
secretary, Rahul Bojja de-
nied having received any
fresh communication from
the L&T, the agency that ex-
ecuted the Medigadda bar-
rage, denying any contrac-
tual obligation on its part for
taking up rehabilitation
work. “No new letter from
L&T has come to my no-
tice,” he clarified. Chief En-
gineer, Sudhakar Reddy, in
charge of the Medigadda
Barrage, clarified that the
government had given its
counter to every communi-
cation received so far from
the L&T on the issue.
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Chennai to be world’s
largest desalination hub

G. BABU JAYAKUMAR
D. SEKAR|DC
CHENNAI, FEB 24.

When all the proposed
desalination projects
aimed at providing drink-
ing water to the people
became operational,
Chennai would be the
world's largest hub for
desalination with the
capacity to produce 750
million litres of drinking
water every day, Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin said
on Saturday.

Speaking after the inau-
guration of the new 150
million litre desalination
plant at Nemili, along
with 96 other completed
projects valued at Rs 2,465
crore, and laying the foun-
dation for 39 schemes cost-

ing Rs 1,806.36 crore, the
Chief Minister said his
government was launch-
ing drinking water
schemes at a cost of Rs 100
crore, despite the finan-
cial constraints of the
state, because it under-
stood the importance of
water.

Realising the burgeon-
ing population in
Chennai, the first desali-
nation pla nt was started at
Minjur in 2007, during his
tenure as minister for
municipal administration
from 2006 to 2011, and it
was inaugurated by then
chief minister M.
Karunanidhi in 2010, to
supply drinking water to
10 lakh families in North
Chennai, he said.

Then in 2010, the founda-

tion was laid for the first
plant at Nemili, which
catered to the drinking
water needs of nine lakh
people in South Chennai,
and it also led to the laying
of foundation for Asia’s
biggest desalination plant
at Perur in August, 2023,
which would become oper-
ational soon, he said.

The DMK had a major
role in developing
Chennai and he himself
had been the elected
mayor of the city twice,
Mr Stalin said. A plethora
of developmental projects
had been implemented by
the DMK governments for
Chennai and most of the
flyovers that one might
see now were constructed
by those governments, he
said. P4
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N. RAVIKUMAR | DC
CHENNMAL, FEB. 24

Stormwater drain works
to mitigate and prevent
flooding in south Chennai,
at a cost of 71,330 crore,
has been modified to con-

nect the drains from
Madipakkam to
Thoraipakkam through

Pallikaranai, abandoning
the Kottivakkam-Uthandi

plan.
Several paris of
Velachery, Pallikaranai

and Madipakkam were
severely flooded following
heavy rains due to
Cyclone Michaung in
December last year.

The area was flooded
during the 2015 December
deluge too, and residents
were demanding schemes
to drain the water into the
Buckingham canal.
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Stormwater drain project modified
to prevent floods in south Chennai

A scheme to construct
stormwater drains from
Kottivakkam to Uthandi,
along the East Coast Road,
was planned initially,

But the plan met with
stiff opposition from resi-
dents since the area is
sandy and water drains
out naturally into the sea,

There are marshlands
along the coast preventing
the entry of seawater dur-
ing cyclones, and the
coastline had not been
affected for the last four
decades.

The residents recalled
that the stretch from
Kottivakkam to Uthandi
was not affected even dur-
ing the December 2015 del-
uge, Forming stormwater
drains along the stretch
was unnecessary and the
drains will only turn out
to be a sewage canal pol-

luting the coast and the
s,

The residents also
approached the Madras
high court against the
scheme, Following the
stiff opposition, the gov-
ernment has modified the
plan to leave out the
Kottivakkam-Uthandi
phase.

The first phase of the
stormwater drain work is
being carried out from
Manganallur to Balaji
MNagar through
Medavakkam for a dis-
tance of 41 kilometre at a
cost of ¥ 150 crore.

Nearly three-fourths of
the work has been com-
pleted and the remaining
part is expected to be com-
pleted within this year

The second phase works
had started from
Puzhuthivakkam to

Thuraimkkam for a dis
tance of 121 km, at an esti-
mated cost of T. 445 crore.
Nearly 50 per cent of the
works have been complet-
ed and the rest of the work
is planned to be completed
in 2025.

The third phase of the
works, planned for a dis-
tance of 122 km at an
expenditure of ¥ 735 crore,
will commence at Sairam
Avenue to Semmencheri
soon and the stormwater
drains will prevent flood-
ing since water will be car-
ried through the drains to
the Buckingham ecanal
and reach the sea.

All the three phases of
work form part of the
Kovalam integrated
stormwater drain project,
intended to protect south
Chennai from monsoon
floods.
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